«9TO CHOBa OBIT TOT YenoBeK? CKOJIBKO pa3 51 BCTpedasia ero BCcero 3a fBa qus? HeT, mo aToro Ha
3aiHEM OBOpPe — MOHSATHO, HO OH MPOCTO 3aCKOYHUII B KOMHATy Ay rocreu. Kak? Heyxenu marus
Tenenopranuu? Kcratu, 9T0 OH 3acTaBui MeHs 3acHyTh? [Touemy? Yto BooO1e mpou3omno? MHe ke
HY2KHO BEepHYTbh TyGnu! A Kak ke BONIIEOHUK U3 CTONULLI? UTO OH UMEJI B BULY, TOBOPS, UTO 3HAET,
KTO 5 TaKasi?»

Crny4aiiHble MBICJTH ¥ BOTIPOCH 3aMONTHUIK pa3yM A3puanb. OHa riy60Ko B3[OXHYIA, IOTEpIIa JIXIIO,
el C TPYOOM YHaaoCh IPUBECTH MBICTTH B TIOPSIIOK.

«B mobom Clly4ae, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO IIPOU3O0IINIO, €CTh TOJIBKO OJHA BaXKHAA BEIIb».

Ierno B TOM, 4TO OHa He Morja 0osbliie ocTaBaThCsa B 3aMKe Konte. Eif HykHO Obisio 6exkath. [Tocne
TOTO, KaK BCE 3arafloyHble BOIIPOCH! ¥ MBIC/IHM ObIIM BRHIKMHYTHI U3 TOJIOBH, OCTaBajlach TOJIBKO

3Ta efUHCTBEeHHAs IIpaBfa. BCIOMHUB, 4TO TPou30mLIo B 6aHKETHOM 3ajie, OHa IM0YyBCTBOBAsIA
X0JI0[IOK. XOTs OHa Oosblle He Oblyla paObiHEN Ha OyMare, B peaJbHOCTH OHA BCe ellle el 0CTaBaslach.
OHa Morja TepneTh, Korga ee OWIM KHYTOM, 3aCTaBJISIIIA BHIIOHSTh HETIOCUIIbHYIO PaboTy ¥ MOPHIIH
T'0JIOMIOM, HO [E€BYIIIKA POCJIa U He UMeJia CUJ 3alUTUTh ce0s. Ecmu momoOHBIN Ciy4dall TOBTOPUTCS,
HEeT HUKAKOU rapaHTHH, YTO € II0Be3eT BO BTOPOU pas3. [laxke C TeM KOIMYECTBOM CPEJCTB, KOTOPOE
y Hee OBIJIO, elf BCe paBHO HYKHO KaK-TO CIlacaThCs.

«MHe He00X0OUMO yeXaTh KaK MOXKHO JajIbllle C TeMH JeHbraMu, KOTOphIe V MeHs ecTh. HeT mpyroro
BbIOOpa, KpoMe Kak 0exkaTh, a 0 OyayleM IMoayMalo Io3Ke».

A3pI/I3J'Ib 3dMepJia Ha CEeKYHY, a II0CJI€ HallPpAaBUJIaCh K OBEPH. Yro-To CBEPKHYJIO B JIYHHOM CBE€TE Ha
JOPOroM KOBpe. HpI/ICMOTpeBH.II/ICB, OHa IIOHAJIa, YTO 3TO IIECHHNHKH.

- YT0 9T0 32 1IIecok?..

«ITecok B KOMHATe [IJis TOCTeH, KOTOPYIO BUepa BeCh MeHb ITOIMeTad U MBUTH CIyTu? He moxoxe,
YTO IIOOJIM30CTH €CTh IIecyYaHoe IIoJIe...»

OHa CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I, HO BCKOpPe OTBJIEK/Iach. YTo OBl HY IIPOU3OLLIO B 3TOU
KOMHaTe, cefyac 9T0 HeBaXkHO.

[Tocpenu HOYHU B 3aMKe OBITO 0YEHBb TUXO0. A3PHUIIIb BEICKOJIb3HY A U3 KOMHATHL IJIsI TOCTEH U
HE3aMeTHO CITyCTHUIIACh IO JiecTHUIIE. K cyacThio, OHA HU C KeM He CTOJIKHYJIach, TOKa He BOIIUIA B
CBOIO0 KOMHATY PSIAOM C XPaHUIHUIIEM CIIUPTHOTO B mMopBase. [leByurka 6bICTpo cobpasia CBOU BEIIH.
[TockobKY OHA yKe maBHO cobuparnach cOexaTh, et He MOTPeboBaIoCh MHOTO BpEMEHH, YTOOH
CJIOKUTD BEIY: IBa KOMILJIEKTa OfleXKbl, JEHbI'M, KOTOPEIE OHAa HAKOIKa, HECKOJIbKO CBEYei,
CIIUYKH, KAapTa... ¥ KHUTA, KOTOPYIO ellle He 3aKOHYMIIa TepPeBOOUTh. [IeByITKa BEPHET €€ B KHUKHBIN
MmarasuH. CoOpaB BCe, OHa BCTajla U B3sJIa BEIU B PYKH.

«$1 He CMOTY TIOIPOILIATLECS C MaMIK 0O 0The3mar.



Ee BcTpeua ¢ Moaiinu B mocyiefHUM pa3 OblJla eAMHCTBEHHEIM, 0 YeM OHA coxkasena. A3puaib
B3TJISTHYJ Ha KJIOYOK OyMaru, OCTaBJIEHHBIN B KOHIIe KOMHATHL. DTO OblJa YacTh 00EPTKHU OT MUPOTa,
KOTOPHIM IpuHecia Moaiinu. Bo3aMoxkHO, y Hee OyneT pa3duTo cepare, Ho Maiau IoiMeT, Io4eMy
Azpuernb He cMOTJIa MOMpoIaThcsi. Kak TOMbKO OHa MpHHSA pelleHre U cobpaack yKe BLIUTH U3
KOMHATHI, IeBYIIKA BAPYT OCTAHOBUJIACH U IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO YET0-TO He xBaTaeT. OTNIsAgeB Y3KYI0
M TYCKJTyI0 KOMHATy, OHa C 3all03[laHueM IIOHSa, YTO 3a0kiia.

- KopobGka ¢ 00yBbI0 Ipomaria.

OHa 3aphblsia ee IO Ky4er COJIOMBI, KOTOpasi CIIyXKHuJjia el II0CTeNIbIo, HO Terepb Kopobka OecciiemHo
ucyesna. HamyranHasi, A3puaib CHOBa CTajla PEITBCS B COJIOME, Ha 9TOT pa3 uia rinybxe. Kopobku
Hurne He Obi10. Tonbko Moaiinu 3HaNa 0 HefaBHeM IIpuoOpeTeHur A3PU3JIb HOPOTHX Tyhenb U 0 TOM,
YTO OHA CIIPsiTaja WX B CBOEHM KOMHATe.

«DTOro HEe MOXKeT OLITE!»

Y A3pusnb BO3HUKIIM COMHEHHUS, HO OHA TYT ke ux orOpocuna. OHa moBepsiyia Maunu. [leBylnKa
IIPOJOJIKMJIa ITOUCKH ellle HeMHOT0, HO KOpOOKH ¢ 00yBbIO B 9TOM MaJeHbKOM KOMHATKe He OBLIO.
[TockonbKy BpeMeHU 0CTaBal0oCh Maio, A3puasib BHIIIA U3 KOMHATH ¥ HallpaBUJjIach Ha KyXHIO. TaM
OBLIO MHOTO €[Ibl, OCTaBIIENCS 1Oocye OaHKeTa, HO OHa B3siJ1a TOJIBKO YacTh IIeUYeHbs U OyTHIIKY BOEL.
VIMEHHO CTOIBKO y Hee 00BIYHO OBIIO eMHl.

«4l He x04y OBITH BOPOBKOM, II09TOMY BO3bMY TOJIBKO CBOIO IIOPIIUIO».

[Tpoiigs yepes KyXHIO, OHAa THXO OTKPHIJA ABEPDb Ha 3agHui nBop. CBeTHIa IyHa, ¥ CTEHa,
OKpYy2KaBlllasi 3aMOK, oTOpachIBajia Ha HETO CBOIO TeHb, CJIOBHO UymoBHile. Ham Helt Mepuaniu
(daxesnbl, KOTOPhIE HECNIM CTPAXXKHUKU. B MHEBHOE BpeMs 3afHUM BXOJl OCTaBaJICS OTKPHITHIM [JIS CIIYT,
HO celyac OH yxkKe OBIJT 3aKpHIT. [Ipyrux BXOMOB, HAPUMeED, [AJ7ig co0akK, B CTeHe 3aMKa ToXe He ObLIIo.
A3puayp He ObIJIa JOCTATOYHO IMPOBOPHA, YTOOR! ITepPesie3Th Yepe3 CTeHY U He MOMacThCs Ha Iasa
TATPY/IBHBIM, ITI03TOMY OHA M3HAYaIbHO MJIaHUPOBasa y6exaTh JHEM.

«3JTO aBaHTIOPA, HO MOXKHO ITOMPOOOBATh MOUTH K KOJIOOITY».

Ha 3amHeM mBope HaXOOUIICS KOJIOMell, KOTOPHIH JaBHO BHICOX. Ero He 3aChIlai, XOTs OH OB CyXUM
yX&Ke HeCKOJIbKO mecsatunetuii. OgHax sl [Je6opa 1o 37m06e BEIOpOCUIAa B OKHO CBOE KOJIbLIO, XKeflast,
yTOOBI A3pH3JTb My4MIacCh Ha YJIHUIlE B X0/I07e, IT0Ka ero uieT. [leBylKa Toraa mobpanach 0o

caMoro JHa KOJIOoAlla, TOTOMY 4TO el II0Ka3ajoCh, YTO OHA YBUfEJIa YTO-TO Mepliaiollee MexXay
Ky4JaMy pa3jiararmiluxcs JUCTheB U I'PSI3U BHU3Y. B morcKax Konbila A3puajib o0HapyKUia
TaMHCTBEHHBIN IIPOXO0M, KOTOPHIM, KaK el IM0Ka3al0Ch, BeJl 3a IIpefeibl 3aMKa. Torga oHa MoHsa,
noueMmy rpad Komnre He oOpalan BHUMAHUS Ha KOJIOAEI], KOTOPHIHM TaBHO BBHICOX.

«DTO TaUHBIN MIPOXON M7 CITACEHHUs, KOTOPHIM €CTh B KaXKIOM 3aMKe UJTH OBOPSTHCKOM OCOOHSKE».

Ona He OblJIa yBepEHa, MOCKOIbKY HUKOTHa HEe BXOAUJIA B 3TOT IIPOXOJ, YTOOH MPOBEPUTh. OOHAKO



HOHpO6OBaTB ctouno. [laxe ecnu IIpOX0oO IMTEPEKPERIT IIOCEPEOTNHE, OHA BCE€ PABHO MOTI'JIa CIIPATATHCA
TaM Ha HOYb ¥ HAWTH BO3MOXKHOCTE CO€XKaTh, KaK TOJIBKO COJIHIIE CHOBA B30OMIET.

IeByirka 6ecIyMHO Tepecekiia ABop. [oias 0o KOJIoAlla, OHA IOTSHYJa 3a CTapylo BePeBKY, YTOOH
IIPOBEPUTH, KPeIKa I OHa. 3aTeM A3puajib CIyCTH/Ia CHadaja CBOM Bellld, a 3aTeM U cama
OCTOPOXKHO CIIyCTUJIaCh Ha OHO. M30aBUBIIKCH OT CBHCAIOIIKX JIO3 ¥ BXOMa B IIPOXO], HEeBYIIKa
yBH[Ie/a, YTO BXO[ IMMPOKO OTKPHIT ¥ YePEH, KaK MMacThb 3Beps. U3HyTpu, roe HUu4ero He OBIIO BHIHO,
Oy7 ITPOXJIafHbIM BeTep. 1o ee Koxke mpobezkany MypallKy.

«[Tpoxon He moJKeH OBITh 3aBaJieH, TakK KaK YyBCTBYETCS MYHOBEeHME BeTpa. Bce GymeT XopoImo».

A3pusnb efBa yaanoch yCIOKOUTh ce0sl ¥ MoJaBUTh cTpax. [Ipoxon ObLT HU3KKUM, U e IPUIIOCH
COTHYTHCS, YTOOHI IPOJIE3Th B HETO, HECMOTPS Ha MaJeHbKYI0 GUTypy. 340POBOMY B3POCIOMY
MyXK4YUHe TIPUIIIOCH OBl TOI3TH. YXBAaTUBIINCE PyKaMU 3a CTEeHY, OHa IIarHyja BHYTPk. [1o Mepe
TOTO0, KaK pobupanach Blepen, IOsIBUJICS HeOObIION YKIIOH, 8 BCKOPe 3eMJIs CTalla POBHOM.

Oxa3aBIIKCh Ha HEKOTOPOM paCCTOSTHUU OT BXOZa, A3puaJjib gocCTajla CBeYy U 3aXria ee. MaleHbKUU
OTOHEK 3aTpeleTas, Kak CBET/ISIUOK, Pa3TOHSASI TEMHOTY. [leByllIKa yBUeNla llayKa, KOTOPBIM BUCEN
Ha ayTHHE B yIJIy IIOTOJIKA U OEJIOBUTO yemneTrsiBajl. Korma oHa co CBe4OU MpOIIUIa Jasiblie,

IIPOXO]I PACIIUPHUIICS HACTOIBKO, YTO MOXKHO OBIIIO UATH, HE OITycKas royioBhl. OHa IpodosKasa IyTh,
He BCTPETHB HU OMHOM pa3BWIKU. [Ipoxom ObII TEMHBIM U Y3KHUM, ¥ TPYOHO OBITIO CKa3aTh, KaK I0JT0
IeBYIIKa ITa. A3pUaIb faXxe He MOTJIa OMPEeeNIuTh, ObIT TN OH MPSIMBIM UJIM U3BUIHCTEIM.

«41 BUXKY cBeT!»

OHa yBu[IeJla BIiepeiu KaKoe-TO CBeUeHre, IIPUYeM IIPOU30IIIIO0 3TO Topa3fo OkICTpee, YeM JAeBYIIKa
oxupmana. CBeT OB He TPUOIUKAONIAMCS BEIXOIOM, @ CKOpee TaKMM, KaKOW UCXOTUT OT JIaMII UJTH
CBEYeH.

«JTO He IIOX0Ke Ha BHIXOH... YTO 3T0?»

[Tpu6nu3uBIIKCH K HEMY, OHA YCJIBIIIaNa pe3Kuii, XJIeCTKUM 3BYK U OOJITOBHIO.
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