[ToBuciee B BO3OyXe HaBJIEHHE OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO OT'POMHEIM, 4YTO OIOYIMaJIOCh KaK BEC HECKOJIBKHUX
BAJIYHOB 3a cnuHou. bosee TOro, 0HO TOIBKO YBEJIINYHUBAJIOCh. ApI/ICTOKpaTBI YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK KOCTH
CKPEZXKEIyT, a MBIIIITEI CTOHYT IO BO3[EUCTBUEM OUKOU KaXKIbl KpPOBH. MHorue 3 HUX yXKe
Iollagalid Ha KOJIEHHU C BEIPazXKEHUsSAMH CTpaXa U IIaHWKHW Ha JINIaX.

W 3TOro ciemoBao oXunaTh. Hemp3st Tak TerKOMBICIEHHO IPOBOLKMPOBATE IIPOTUBHUKA, IIPOTHUB
KOTOPOro y TebGst HeT HU eMMHOTO IIaHCa. ByKallKy HUKOrIa He BPaXAyIOT C OOJBIIMMHU KUBOTHEIMH,
IIPOCTO IIOTOMY YTO Cpa3y IIPEBPATSITCS B pa3Ma3aHHYIO [IACTy Ha 3eMye. YMPYT elle [0 TOro, Kak
YBUMST MHUD, JIEXKAIHWiA 3a IIPefelaMd WX B3T/sAa.

IIBopstHE (M ITPOoYast apUCTOKPATHSI) ceryac OBl 3TUMM OyKaIlllKaMu, HO UM ellle TOJIbKO IPEeCTOsIIO0
0CO3HATh 3TO. B KAaKOM-TO CMBICIIE, APTYPHUS CIIMIIKOM MSITKO OTHOCHJIACh K HUM B CBOIO OBITHOCTB
npaBuTeneM. OHa BCETMla YYUTHIBAJIA TOIMTUYECKHE aCIIeKTHl, ¥ BO BPEMS BaXKHHIX BCTpeY
IelCcTBOBaIa 0YE€Hb OCTOPOXKHO, CIIOBHO ITepeMeIasich 0 KaHaTy Haf MPOoIacThio. IlameHne
03Hauaso Ovl IOTEPIO MOONEPKKY, KOTOpas Oblyla HeoOXomuMa [IJisi €€ phillaped.

Bornee Toro, oHa mo4YTH He IOMHUJIA HA4yaJi0 CBOET0 IIpaBJIeHUs, ¥ KaK IIPOXOAUIIA BCTPEUH C
OBOPSTHAMM B TO BpeMsi. E€ xu3Hb Oblnia MPoCTO O0€CIIBETHOM, TUIIIEHHOM BCIKMX KPAacoK. BromHe
BO3MOKHO, OHa [jaBajia COTJlacue Ha IIPejIoKeHHUs, OT KOTOPHIX OBl CJIeI0BAJI0 OTKA3aThCs.
ApuCTOKpaThl HaBEpPHSIKA CUUTAIN €€ ITOMEIIaHHOM, U MTOIb30BaINCh 3TUM, HO el OBIJIO BCE PaBHO.

Jlerko mopmaBisieMasi... He cmocobHast HM Ha 4TO, KpOME CpaXKeHUH. ..

Ho ecnu ceiiyac apuCTOKpPATH OyMajy, YTO APTypHs TOT Ke Yell0BeK, KaKoi Oblla paHbIlle, TO OHU
OYeHb CUJILHO OIIUOAIUCh.

MepmnuH IrpyCTHO B3LOXHYIL.

«0x... Mog goporas...»

OH yxe 3HaJ, 4To Oynet ganbine. [Toromy Yapopeil Kpemde CXBaTUII II0COX, X CTYKHYJ UM II0
KaMEHHOMY TIOJTy.

TONBKO 4TO, HeUCTBUSL MepsivHa Cracjiid MHOXKECTBO XKU3HEN.

— IMowmeén K yepty! Ckaxu 3710 ermie pa3! Ckaxu, u s Bac Bcex NpuUpymy!

[IBOPSAHUH yCTaBUJICA Ha IIapy PYK C PaCTOIBIPEHHBIMU MaJibllaM¥, 3aCTHIBIIUMU B AECSATU
caHTUMeTpax Haj ero rojioBou. Bragenulia pyK BHCeJia B JIEBUTUPYIOLLIEM LIape Marundyeckou
sHepruu. TsxKenas aypa uc4esna, HO 3TO He 3HAUUT, YTO APTypHsl He UCTOYasla CBOK SPOCTh, IIPOCTO
ceryac oHa OblNla IIOflaBJIeHa Maruel MepiuHa.

Ona MIPUITYPUIIACE U TIOIIBITAJIaCh IIOTAHYTBCA Bnepén, HO €CTEeCTBEHHO, HH 10 KOT0 HE JOTAHYJIACh.



‘{aponeﬁ MOT TOJIBKO ITOPAAOBATHCA, YTO €ro Y4eHHUIla He JoTradallaCh 00HaXUTh 9KCKaJII/16yp.

— Aptypus, — obpartusncs MepnuH, — 5 Toxe paf Te0s1 BUIETh.

ApTypHs He OTBETUIA, TJIyOOKO BABIXas U BEIOBIXAs, B IIOMBITKE B3SITh KOHTPOJIb HAJl SMOLUSIMHU. MUp
B €6 T71a3ax OBUI KPACHBIM, TEJI0 CaMO IOPHIBAIOCEh K OEHUCTBUSIM, ¥ MyCTh OYOET IPOKIISITO TO
obemanue ['aBeriny!

BHelllHe OHa cTalla CIIOKOMHOH, 37106 BEIPaZKE€HNE CMEHUJIOCHh 6GCCTpaCTHBIM, HO pacTymue
MarundecCkKune IOTOKHU BHYTPHU Heé SIBHO OBLIM SBHBIM IIpeaynpexgarilnM CUTHAJIOM.

OTHBIHE, OHOT'0 HEBEPHOTO CJIoBa OymeT moctaTouHo... OHa He Oynet mobe3unyaTs! He ¢ aTuMu
yOionKaMu, KOTOphle BEIOpaid CMEPTh C caMoro Hayarna!

— [loxanyiicTa, BeIC/IyIIai Hac!

«O Hert... Begonara, 4To Xe TH Aeflaels?..» MepiIuH I0CMOTPeNT Ha MyK4YUHY, KOTOPBIY OCMEJIUIICS
obpaTuThcst K ApTypuu. Kasanoch, 4T0 OHa YCIOKOHUJIACh, HO 3TO IPEMIoI0okeHue ObIIO Oaneko OT
WUCTUHBL. BCE-Taku, APTypHs XOPOIIIO HaTOpella B COKPHITUM CBOUX SMOIIUI.

— Jlopn BennuHTTOH, ceiidyac He Jy4lliee BpeMs [y 00CyXKAeHHUs 3TOT0 BOIIpOca, — Pe3Ko
obpaTuicss MepnuH, ¥ 9X0 OT yapa Iocoxa [0JIKHO ObIJI0 MPHUAATh OKOHYATEIBHOCTH 3TOMY
3asIBJIGHUIO; OOHAKO 9Ta MOMIBITKA ObJIa OCTaB/IeHa 0e3 BHUMaHHUS.

— Her. Ha camoMm fenie, s CUMTal0, YTO CEHYac camoe MOOXOsiiee BpeMsi, BeIb YeJI0BEK, 0 KOTOPOM
UMIeT pedb, MIPUCYTCTBYET 3Mech. — ['epIior ¢ haMunueir BeJITMHTTOH CHOBA ITOCMOTPET Ha APTYPHIO.

«[Iypaxk!.. Tel X04elb yMepeTs?..» MepyIiH MO4YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero OpPOBb 3ag€praiach IOCye CIIOB
MY2KYHHEL.

Tepuor BennuHrTOH GBI YECTHBIM apUCTOKPATOM U HOMUHA/IBHBEIM JTUAEPOM "ceBepHOU" QppaKIuu
nBopsiH. OH OBUT TPALUIMOHATUCTOM, U KaXKI0e ero pellleHre COOTBETCTBOBAJIO CTaHJapTaM
CpenHeBeKOBOU 31moxu. ETo ceMbs Bcerfa 4Tuia Tpagulluy, U CYUTasa, 4TO BJIaCTh IePKUTCS Ha
CBA34X U 3eMJIAX. Ha caMoM fierie, OH JaXke CMOTpeJI Ha JIPYTUX apUCTOKPATOB CBEICOKA, [IOCKOJIBKY
Te 0Ka3aJIUCh HAaCTOJIbKO "HeyMeJIbIMU", UTO YMYAPUJIUCh OTHATh CBOU 3€MJIA B PYKU BapBapoOB.

K cuacThbio, niu Ha060pOT, K HECYACTHIO (B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT IE€PCIIEKTUBEI) BemuHT TOH OBII
['epriorom peruoHa, pacroa0keHHOTo K ceBepy oT KaMesora. Yepes ero 3eMiu i JOPOTH
CTPATern4eckoro 3HaueHus, I03TOMY COTPYIHUYECTBO C HUM U €T0 COI03HUKaMU ObIII0
o0s13aTenbHBIM. Ho Iipu 9TOM, IBOpsHE "ceBepHOU" PpaKIuu Tak U He y3HAJIHU [T0-HACTOSIIEMY, YTO
TaKOe BOWHA, ¥ Ha KaKue XKePTBHl UAYT MHOTHE PHILIApy U conpaThl. OHU IIPOCTO CIIOKOMHO XKUJIH,
OKPYKEeHHHIE JIOXKHBIM YyBCTBOM 0€30MTaCHOCTH; U HaXKe 0JeBaIucCh Tak, OyOTo CTpaHa He
HaxXOOuJiaCh B COCTOSIHMYU BOWHBEL. ['ep1ior BeIIMHTTOH XOOUI C MOHOKJIEM B OJHOM TI'Jia3y, ero yCul



OBIIIH HaBOIIEHEI XU TOPYaJId BBEPX. Ha nneuax Y HEro BuceIJI IJjialll, 1100 HUM PacCIiojiarajiacCbh
6e3BKy'CHa$I OeXMa Ha IIyTOBKaX. OcranbHBE dPHUCTOKPATHI OBLIH OIOEThEI CXO2KHM o6pa30M, u
ApTypI/IH He IIPpeMHHYJIa OTMETUTE 3TO CBOMM BHMMATEJIBHBIM B3TJIAOO0M.

— A Teneps, KOTZa 5 3aBjiafiesl BCeoOIMM BHUMaHKEM, [103BOJIbTE MHe Ilepedpa3upoBaTh CBOO
TOYKY 3peHus!

VipoHus cynbOBI 3aKJTi04Yaack B TOM, UTO €T0 CJI0Ba 3By4Yald UCKPEHHO. DTOT YeJI0BEK
IEeNCTBUTEILHO BEPUII, 4TO 3a00TUTCSA 0 OyAyIIeM cTpaHbl. UMeHHO T03TOMy MepiivH TaK YIIOPHO
TIBITAJICS Pa300paThCs B TEKYIIEH CUTYallMy caM, Bemb MopraHa, 1o ero MHEHUI0, He UMenia
HUKAKOTO OTHOIIIEHHUS K Ipoucxopsuemy. To, 4To mpemitaran ['epuor BennmuHrToH, G610
WCKIIOUUTENTbHO TPadulei. BegbMa HUKOrma Obl HE CTasla IPUAYMBIBATh YTO-TO HACTOJIBKO
TpuBHanbHoe. CTapllre [eTH BCerfa UMeJIU IPEUMYIIECTBO Iepel MIaAIINMy, TakK YK ObII0
YCTPOEHO CpefilHeBEeKOBOe 00IIEeCTBO.

— Ha camowm pgerne, pa3 yx o6a pe6éHKa moKoiHOro Koposst YTepa oKa3amuch XKeHIMHAME, He UMeeT
3HAYEHUSI, KTO M3 HUX POMOUJICS MTEPBEIM, — MOSICHUI BeJIMHTTOH, — BAaXXKHO TOJIBKO HX
TIOJIUTUYECKOEe BIIUSIHHE U BO3MOXKHOCTH. Jlemu MopraHa ¥MeeT CBOM HEOCTATKH, HO KaK XKeHIIHHa
- OHa UMeeT HaMHOTO 0OJIblllee BIUSHUE, YeM Bbl! DTOTO BH HHKAK HE MOXKETe OTPUIATE!

Myx4mnHa He XOOUJ BOKPYT da OKOJIO, a Cpa3y Iepellen K Aely, IPOU3HOCS BCE IPSIMOINHENHO,
psiMo B 7106. MepnuH TeM BpeMeHeM B3[OXHYI U CMUPHIICS. [IyCcTh X HaMepeHus Oblu 6y1arumy,
HO TBHIKaQTh B KHOIIKY C HaAIUChI0 "MopraHa" BCE Ke He CTOUIIO.

Co cTopoHH! ApTypuy pa3fancs MENK, TaK CUIbHO OHA CTYKHYJa 3yb6aMu. BeJIMHTTOH 3TO
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJL.

— IMopymatiTe o Omare ctpaHsl. [locMoTpuTe Ha cebs, ¥ Ha Jlequ Moprany. Pa3Be BBl He BUIUTE, YTO
Ballla CeCTpa Y4 BEIOOP [JIT HOBOTO KOpossi? HeyxKenu BEl He BUAUTE CUJIBL B 9TOM
nonuTU4YeckoM Opake? [laBaliTe IIOCMOTPHUM IIpaBfe B rjla3a: OpakK - 3TO MHCTPYMEHT, KOTOPHIN
o0BbeouHsSeT OBe CEMbH IJIS MOCTIENYIOINX CBeplIeHnH. B To BpeMs KakK Bbl CKPLIBa/IM CBOI TIOJ,
Jlemu MopraHa chopMupoBaia OOMKUPHYIO CETh 3HAKOMCTB C IPYTUMHU 0J1aropofHBIMU JaMamu. Eciu
OHA ¥ HOBBIM KOPOJIb CTAHYT Pab0oTaTh BMECTE, EQUHCTBO CTPAHHI BRIMAET Ha HOBHIM YPOBEHDb, U MEI
JIETKO OTOPOCUM BapBapoOB, KaXKAYIIUX 3aXBaTUTh HAIIIK 3eMIIn!..

B cnepytomyio cekyHay 'epiior BeIMHT TOH COBEPIINII CAMBIM CMEJIbIHM IIOCTYIIOK, U3 KOTAa-Tru0o
BUIEeHHBIX MepnuHoM. OH IIarHyN BIEPEN, U 3ariIsiHy APTYPHU B I'Jla3a, IPOU3HOCS OBe ¢GpasH,
O[HY 3a Apyrou:

— BeI Beqb CIIOCOGHE! TTepeaTh KPOBb YTepa CaenyolieMy II0KOIeHHI0, ¥ T09TOMY BaM HECOMHEHHO
HaWOETCs IMapa, TOJIBKO YyTh I032Ke. A B KaueCTBe U3BMHEHHS 38 TO YTO PACCTPOMII BAIIY CBAOLOY,
obermaio yroBoputh Jlemu MopraHy, 4ToOb OHa II03BOJIKMIIA BaM BEIOPATh UMS [JIs €€ IePBOTO
pebénka ot Kopomnsi...



ApTypus B30pBanack. byKBabHO.

B3peiB MaHbl yHUUTOXKUIT Marun4eckyio cpepy MepnuHa...

U nbBa 3aIlyCTHUIIA B CTOMJIO, IIOJTHOE ZKHWPHBIX OBEII.

'epuor BennmuHITOH CTOAN IpsMO nof ApTypuen. OHa BMsijia €ro Yepern B I10J1 OOHOU PYKOH, a
OCTaJIbHOE TEJIO IIPEBPATUIIOCh B NEPTaloIINecs OCTaTKH.

— [lepBeiii...

[ITar Bmepeq ¥ ymap HaoTMalllb. MolifHas aypa ApTypuu peBefia mogo0HO peByIeMy (pakeny.

— Bropoii...

B cTene HanpoTuB o6pa3oBanach BMATHHA, 1 Yepe3 CEKYHIY OCTAHKU PYXHYJIU Ha MOJI. TU OCTaHKHU
obecmeyrBany KOTHa-TO TOCTaBKY BOOPYKEHUS CO CTOPOHEI CEBEPHOM (paKLIUH.

Eme ynap. MyxuvHa nepeoMusics IomnojiaM.

— Tpertuii...

Tonpko 4TO, TOProBnsa B Kamenore nony4yuiia CepbE3HBIN YPOH.

«Hert! Het! IlpekpaTu centyac xke!..» MepnuH nomMaccupoBall BUCOK, YYBCTBYSI MUT'PeHb. IMEeHHO
9TOM CUTyalluM OH Tak cTapajics u30exarts...

broHguHKa Y2Ke BOIljia BO BKYC, U TOJIBKO T€IIEPh OIBOPAHE OCO3HAIIH, B KaKOi OMaCHOCTH OHU
HaXOoOATCHd.

— Aprypus... [laBaii TH He Oynelrb yBieKaThCcsi! — MepiuH 00JIbllle He MOT XPaHUTh MOT4YaHUeE.

— A THL.. — OHa yCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO, CJIOBHO Ha CBEXKEIPUTOTOBIIEHHBIN OEKOH PaHHUM COJIHEYHBIM
YTPOM.
— D Het! [Topmoxpu! ITorogu MuHYTKYy!.. — Yapopey TOPOIIMBO BCTa I103agy OBYX MSCHBIX LIIUTOB, U

BCKOp€ elle IBa Y€JI0OBEKa KOPYHUJIUCh B daI'OHUU Ha II0ITYy. B maHHBIN MOMEHT, CaMOTr0 MepHI/IHa 9TO
MaJIO BOJIHOBAJIO.

— He cmelt roBOPUTE, UTO g HE cTapancs!..



— CTapaHCH HEeJ0CTaTOYHO!

— Crou! IIpekpatu ceiryac xe, Aptypus!

MepnuH MeOJIeHHO U 0OCTOPOXKHO MPUOTU3UIICS K YIEHHUIIE.

— JlaBayi MPOCTO MOKAEM B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY, XOPOILI0? — 3allleliTal OH Ha yX0. — Celyac TH BCE
TIOPTHUILB, ¥ fesaellb TONbKO Xyxke. Ho He fiig cebs... Pacxmé0biBaTh IOCIEACTBUS TBOUX [eHCTBUN
oymet Llupo.

[Tocnenusist ¢pa3a 3aMeTHO BO3[eHWCTBOBala Ha APTypHIO, ¥ BCKOPE OHA HEOXOTHO IOoaKasa I'yOH.
Bocmonbs3oBaBimcs MOMeHTOM, Yapofei CXBAaTUII €€ 3a PyKy ¥ IOTAIIUII 3a co00i, TOKa KaKoii-
HUOyObh apUCTOKPAT CHOBA He BHIBEII e€ U3 cebs, ¥ II0Ka OHa BEpPHYJIa XOTh KaKoe-To mogobue
camMoo0JIaaHud.

)%k

OtnyctrB ApTypuio B MaJIeHbKOM KOMHAaTe, COCELCTBYIOIIEH C TPOHHLIM 3a710M, MepIuH yCTano
B3MIOXHYJI ¥ IIPUITOXKUII JTafIOHb KO JI0Y.

— ThI He momkHa ObIJIa 3TOTO AeJlaTh — BSJIO MPoOopMoTaa OH. — Eciau OBl THI IPOCTO OCTABMIIA BCE
KaK eCTb, 1 MOT OBl pa306paThCs C 3TOM cuTyauuen 6e3 Kakux-mubo KepTs...

I[TycTs I'eprior BemuHTTOH ObIT KOHCEPBAaTUBHEIM TPAAUIIAOHAIKNCTOM, HO OH OBITI COI03HHKOM C
caMoro Havaja... MopraHa TyT BOOOIIe HU IPU YEM...

— Tel Ke 3Haelb, MepauH... — PyKu APTYpUHU 3aipokKalid, CTUCKUBas OeJIblii BOPOT MaHTUHU
Yapopes. — THl ke 3Haelllb, YTO OHa CHesaja, U KaKre Y 3TOT0 ObUIM MOCTIeACTBUS... [I9Th NIeT,
MepnuH... [Iats! JleT! B TeueHne KOTOPHIX s OYKBaJIbHO He MOTJIa XkKuUTh! [TogoOHOMY He MOXKeET
OBbITH IIpoLIeHus! ..

Crne3sl BEICTYIIUTIN ¥ HEE Ha TJla3aX, I03TOMY OHa OTIyCTHIa Yapones, U ClIefOM OIIyCTusa I'OJ0oBY.

— ToI paccYuTHIBa, YTO S BRITEPIUIIO, ¥ OyOy MPOCTO MOJTYaTh B OTBET Ha 3TU CJIOBA? 3HAEIIb,
KaKOBO MHe OBIJIO Jazke IPOoCTO mpencTanisaTh [IIupo psmoM ¢ MopraHo#, mocyie Toro, YTO OHa
coenana?!

— KxM™... 4 He 3Ha0... — MepnuH mmo4yecan 3aThIJIOK C HEJIOBKUM BUIOM. — HO THI Beb U CIIBIIIATH

BCETO0 3TOTO He HoJiKHa Oblna... Th MOfCNyIIXBaa; U BUHA 3@ 9TO JIEKUT TOJIbKO Ha Tele.

ApTypHSs B pacCTPOMCTBE MOTSIHYJIA PYKH K I'0JIOBE, IIPOCTO YTOOHI 3alyCTUTh UX B BOJIOCH], OHAKO
MepmuH UCTOIKOBAJ BCE M0-cBoeMy. OH TOPOIIJIMBO LIATHYJ BIEPED U OCTOPOXKHO IIEPEXBATUIT €€



npenneybsi, YTOOL OHA He Morjia JoOpaThCs Jo axore. XOTs OPYroi CBOel 4acThio, MepiauH
IIOHUMaJ, YTo co0eceqHUIIa BCTPEBOXKEHa, ¥ OCTPO HyKIAaeTCs B IOANEPKKeE.

— Hy-Hy, He CTOUT Tak rops4YuTHCA... BEICTyIail MeHs, MOs Illynas ¥ UMIyJIbCUBHAS YYEHULA.
CKOpO THI CTaHelUb XXeHou. Thl ¥ TobKO Th. He Moprana. Heyenu T ¥ IpaBaa gymalsa, 4To S
IIOMAY Ha IIOBOMY Yy TeX IJIYIBIX OBOPSH, He CIIPOCUB TBOETO COTJlacus, U cornacus HoBoro Kopomns?

Ta mogHsa riasa 1 MpocTo CMOTpena. MepnuH clierka MoHuK:

— JlapgHo, Xopoto. {4 Okl MOT CcHeNaTh YTO-TO MOA00HOE B IIYTKY, HO s OBl HUKOTTIa He TI03BOJIUIT 3TOH
IIyTKe 3alTU HAaCTOJIbKO AaJleKo.

OH MOAHSN PYKU APTypUH, ¥ IPUIOKHUI UX K €€ TPYIHU, K TOMY MECTY, Tie HaXOIUI0Ch CEepAIIe.
[Tocne atoro Yapome# OTIYCTUIT YYEHUITY, IOCKOIBKY €€ JIUIIO IIOCTETIEHHO CTAHOBUIOCH TAKUM,
KaKUM OHO OBIBAJIO BO BpeMs TeX YPOKOB B PoaHe.

— Bcerma moMHHM, 4TO TH OOJIBINIE HE OIHA, — faJ Mep/uH CBOE HCKPEeHHee HacTaBIeHHe.

OroHb, OyIIyIoIIMii B CO3HAHUU APTYPUHU, TOCTENIEHHO CTUXA.

— U poBepsiii cBoeMy OymylieMy MyXy.

Bynp npokIsiTo BCE cBepXbecTeCTBeHHOe! Bynb NpoknaT MepinH, U ero Marudeckoe Hacnenue!

OTOT 4epTOB ITONTy-MHKYO BCeraa yMell HaXO[UTh IIpaBUTIbHEE CIIOBa!

oooooDooooo

YyTe pasee, B apyrou yactu Kamenora:

laBertH Bén IlIlupo K KOMHaTe, B KOTOpoit Haxomuicsi Kanubypx. CyTh 6blsta B TOM, uTO ecnu [Iupo
BOM[IET B TPOHHKIM 3ajl ¢ MeyoMm M30paHus, TO 3TO CTaHET JOCTATOYHBIM J0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM €r0
NOCTOWHOCTH AJIS1 BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX TaM apuCcTOKpaToB. HukTo B KamesnoTe He MOT KOCHYThCS
3TOro KJIMHKA, ¥ faxe MepuH KUCI0JIb30Bajl KaKylo-TO Maru Ajisd ero epeMelieHus.



Bckope, 0OHM OCTaHOBUIUCH NlEpe[ 0XpaHsaeMOyd KOMHATOM.

— 3a 3TOo# ABEPhIO HAXOOUTCSI MeY...

T'aBeiH KeCTOM PACIyCTHUII OXPaHy.

— IIpoiy MeHsI U3BUHUTH, HO [asibllle s He CMOT'Yy COIIPOBOXKAaTh Bac. [1o KpaliHeu Mepe 00 TeX IIop,
II0Ka BB He u3Bneuyéete KanuOypH. Bl ¥ TONBKO BB HOKHBI M3BJI€YDb €70, YTOOH He OBITI0 O0JIbliIe
HUKAKUX CIIEKYIISIUH.

Certyac 'aBeiiH UCIIOMB30Ba 0GUIMANIbHYIO pedsb, U [[Iupo Mor NMOHATH NPUYKHY. Bcé-Taku, Bompoc
n30paHus HOBOro Koposist 0BT 04eHb BazKHEIM.

— 4 nonsan, — kuBHYyN [IUpo ¢ CEPbE3HBIM BUOOM, IIOCJIE YEro TOJKHYII IBEPD U BOIIET B IBEPHOMN
IIPOEM, MUHOBAB Marn4yeckue ImevaTy, HaJloKeHHble MepIuHOM, BUIUMO OJIST TOTO YTOOH
HEe[0OCTOMHEIE He MOTJIM BOUTHU BHYTPb.

WHTEphEP KOMHATH! OBLT TPOCT. TOUHEe, TYT He OBUIO HUKAKOTO HHTEPhEPA, KOMHATa OblNa MyCTOH, U
JIUIIB B €€ LIEHTPe pacrnoarancs Mey M30panus, BOH3EHHBINA B O0/IBIIYI0 KAMEHHYIO IIJIUTY A0 CaMOM
PYKOSITH.

I'naps Ha KanubypH, [Iupo He MOT He BCIIOMHUTD ITPOIIJTIOE.

Kak Bcé Hayanoch C 3TOro KJIMHKA, ¥ ero Biafenulsl... Kak pearuposan KanubypH Ha ero
IIPUCYTCTBUE, Ha TEKYIIeW THHUYM BpeMeHH... IHTepecHOo, KakK Obl BCE CII0KUIIOCH, €C/T Obl OH 3HA
TOTHA, UTO APTypHs IOPOXKUT HE CTOIHKO KOPOJIEBCTBOM, a CKOJIbKO UM caMuM? YTo, ecniu OHl B
IOHOCTH OH He cTaJjl Okl KoneOaThCsi, a MPOCTO BHITALIXI KITMHOK U3 KaMHsa? Kak Ol TOrOa
IIOBEPHYJIAaCh UCTOPUS? BB OB 9TO yYIle it APTypUu?

OTBeTH Ha 9TH BOIIPOCEI OH HE€ Y3HA€T HUKOI'Oa, TaK YTO U CMEICJIA 3a0daBAThCA UMHU HE or1m0. Ceiuac
Y HEro uMeJIMCh KOHKPETHERIE LIeJI, W OH ITIOHWMAJl CBOU ITPUOPUTETEI.

HyxHo co3maTs nyulee Oynyiiee He TOIBKO s ce6s1, HO U IJIE CBOEU CEMBHY...

C aToit Meicnbio [lupo npubnusuinca Kk KanubypHy. Med ucmyCcTun spKuy, TENEN CBET, IPSMO KakK B
IIPOIIJIBIY pa3, Ho Teneps LIUpo He IBITancs YKIOHUTHCS OT HETO.

«[Tomoru...»

OH COCPemoTOYHII BCIO CBOI0 MOJBGY, BCIO CBOIO PEIIIMMOCTD ¥ IIOMEICITBI B OMHOM eIUHCTBEHHOM
TpoCch0e, CTUCKUBAS PYKOSTh.



«TH 1/1361/1pae1_ub TeX, KTO crioco0eH CIacTu CTpaHy... W enmHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTY IIOIIPOCHUTE Y Te6${,
KakK y IMapTHEepa... YT0OBI TH IIOMOT MHE IMogaoepPKuBATh MUDP B 3TUX 3€MJIAX Padu ApTypI/II/I...»

«Tak nmomoru xe MHe!..»

[ToBTOpPUII CBOXO MEICIIB OH.

«JaBal co3maguM KoponeBCTBO, KOTOPOe CMOKET BhIIEPKATh UCILITAHAE BpeEMEHEM!..»

Pyka moTsiHysna 3a pykosiTb, 1 Kanu6GypH BBICKOJIB3HYJT U3 KaMHs, ToYTH 6e3 COmpoTUBIeHUs . KInHOK
3aCHsI BCeM CBOMM BenuKojenueM. IMEHHO Tak, Kak OH MOMHMII. [IpsiMo Kak Toraa, KOTrfa OH
CIIPOEIIMPOBAJI €T0 B IIEPBHIM pa3, Cpaxasch MPoTuB 'epakia B kommanuu Caitbep.

[ITrpo KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS, TOPOIIMBO COOUPAsCh MBICIIIMH ¥ HAIIPABJISSICh BEIXOMY. 3@ ABEPHIO €T0
BCTpeTus ['aBenH:

— ITpuBeTcTBy10 Tebs, Moit Koposnb! — cephedHo MOMPUBETCTBOBA PhHIIaph, OMyCKasCh Ha KOJIEHO.
Ero ry0nl pacTIHYNINUCH B ycMeliKe. — WK g HOMKeH TOBOPUTh: "POOCTBEHHUK, CO CTOPOHHI Ky3WHEL"?

— IIpocTo "usieH ceMbU" 3BYYHUT JIy4llle, — HEMHOr0 HaTAHYTO 0TBeTuI lllupo. EMy elne npencrosno
IIPUBEIKAThH KO BCEM 3TUM OGUIMATEHEIM IPUBETCTBUSM, HO CefYac X0TeI0Ch Obl y3HATh, 0 Y4EM
[aBeiiH XOTEJ MONPOCUTb.

[ITupo yxke He OBIT HEBEXKECTBEHHBEIM, KaK Korfa-To. OH cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO COJTHEYHHIN PHILIaph He
cTan OBl KJaTh €T0 IMIPOCTO TaK.

— Y Tebs ecTh KO MHe ITpochba?

['aBelH MOMHSAJICS HA HOTH, M YCMEXHYJICS ellle upe. B oTnuyne oT CBOero crapiiero 6para,
ArpaBeiiHa, OH Bcerfa OblJT OTKPHITHIM U MIPSIMOJIMHEWHBIM YEeJI0BEKOM.

— Yro-TO Bpome TOro... — ['aBeiH CIIOKOMHO B3SJT Iay3Yy, PA3MHIILIss, C 4ero Hayath. OH 0co00 He
CIIEeIInJI, Beb APTYpHs €My flaja CJIOBO, YTO HUKOI'0 He YOBET, a CJIOBO phILapsi UMeJIo
OTIpeneNIEHHEIN BeC.

X0oTs 0YEBUIHO, YTO OH 3HaI APTYpHUIO HE HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIO, KaK eMy Ka3asiochk. ApTypus,
n3oOpaxatoitas Kopons, u ApTypusi-’KeHIIrHa ObITM Pa3HEIMU TIoObMU. Kak XKeHIIWHa, OHa cTajla
OobIlle CTPEMUTHCS K CYACTHIO ¥ 6JIar0IIONTy4YHI0O CEMbHY, @ PHIIAPCTBO OTOIIJIO [IJIS HEE€ Ha BTOPOMU
nnaH. KoHeYHo, PHIIapCTBO OHa TOXKe LieHuIa JOCTaTOYHO BHICOKO, HO ¥ BCEI0 HMENINCh CBOU
npepensl. Ecinu HaxXuMaTh Ha 60/TbHYIO TOUKY, TI000 YeJI0BEK MOXKET COPBAThHCS, U APTYPHS He
CTaja UCKITIOYEeHUEM.



[TocTaBbTe €€ HAIPOTUB YydOBHUIIA. [l0oCTaBbTE €€ HAIIPOTHB LIEJIOTO BOMCKA. APTYpUST OCTAHETCS
CIIOKOMHOM, ¥ Jaxe ri1a3oM He MoprHeT. Ho 3a0paTh y Heé MyK4YHHY, KOT[Ia OHa yKe IOHSJIa, KaK
MHOT'0 OH [JIsI Heé 3HAUMT, ¥ JKEeHUTh €0 Ha BUHOBHUIIE I'JIABHOI'O HECYACThS BCEH €€ XKU3HU... TaKkoe
HaXO[IMJIOCh 3a I'PAHBIO MO3BOJIEHHOTO. [IPAaKOHEI 0YEeHb PEBHOCTHO OXPAHSIIOT CBOM COKPOBHMIIA, a
[Iupo u ObIT €€ eAUHCTBEHHEIM COKPOBHUIIEM.

— 4 xoren...

PBIHapb YMOIJIK Ha ITIOJIyCJIOBE, IIOCKOJIbKY THETYIMadA, HO 3HAKOMas XKaXXIOa KPOBH B OOMHO MI'HOBEHNE
3allOJIOHUTIa KOPHUOOD, W ITOBEPTTIA B IIAHUKY OnMMKANIITIX CIIyXKadHOK, d TaKXKe CTPAaXKHUKOB.

— O uépr!..

I'aBelin moBepHYyJCS u 6pocuncst 6exkaTh. Omenomnénnsii [IIupo pBaxys ClIemoM, ¥ K TOMy MOMEHTY,
KOTZIa OH mo6pasics 4o TPOHHOTO 3aja, [[aBeiH yxKe CTOSIJI BO3Jie BXO/la, BRITAPAIIXB r1a3a. [Bepu
TPOHHOT'0 3aJIa CTOSI/IM HapaclalllKy ¥ efBa Oep3KalIuCh Ha MeTHsAxX. ApTypuu u MeprnvHa HUTHE He
OLLIIO BUOHO.

— O gert!.. OHa Xxe obemana!

TpyTBl aprCTOKPATOB BaJISIINCh BMSTEIE B 11071, KOe-T{le OCTaHKM TOpYaik U3 CTEH. APTypHUs
HapyIlIKJia CBOE CJI0BO, ¥ MyCTh (popManibHO OHO He OBII0 KIATBOM, ['aBeiiH 3Has, YTO 0OBIYHO OHO
HACTOJIBKO JKe BeCOMOe.

— Kak xe Teneps BCE yCIOXKHUTCA...

I'aBeiiH maxe IIpencCTaBUTh cebe He MOT BCIO TSI2KECTh IOTUTHYECKUX nocaencTBui. Ero muio crano
IemnejIbHO-CEPEIM.

— Yto umeHHO? Paccka3biBaii, — He MoT 0oJsibiire Mordath Iupo.

ConHeyYHBIH pHIIAPh Havasl MocBsmaTk Kopons B Tekyiue mpobaeMel Kamenora. OgHaKO BCKOPe OH
ObLIT OLIIEJIOMJIEH, Beb faxe mociie 006bsicHeHus miaHa MepnuHa, [Ilupo ocTancs Ha CTOPOHE
ApTtypumu.

— MHe o4yeHb XKaJlb. PeKOMeHOaIus B3sTh B K€HE MopraHy - He Takoe 00JIbIoe Jesio aJis TeOs u
OPYTHX OBOPSH, ¥ BBl HEe BUAUTE B 3TOM HUYEro 0CoOeHHOTo... Ho mJist Hac 3To MUYHOe.

Bomebie [Iupo HUYEro He YTOYHSN, a [aBelH He CTajl UHTepecoBaThCs MoApobHOCTIMU. OH OBI
[IOCTaTOYHO YMEH, YTOOHI CHe/ilaTh COOCTBEHHBEIE BEIBOJIHI.

[II1po OKUHYI B3TIIAOM apuCcTOKpaToB. OCTaBIIMECS B XKUBHIX JIIOAYM CeMYac APOKalK B yriax,



ragasi, ObLI0 7T 9TO BCE CHOM. [ToKOpHEBIN U "xapu3MaTudHbi" Kopons bputanuu ucyes, a Ha ero
MeCTe MOSIBUJIAaCh EeMOHNUIA B CUHEM IIJIaThe.

Bckope rnasa mofeit cocpefoTounnuchk Ha KanubypHe, mockoinbKy IIIupo BhIIIEN B LIEHTP
TTOMEIIEeHHU .

— Meu u3 KamHs! — moCBIIaNCs IPUTIyLIeHHBIN T0JI0C. — JTO HOBEIM Koporib!

3a 9TUM IIpU3HaHuEM I10CJIEJOBAJIO O1aroroBeliHOe MOJTYaHUE, OTTEHSIEMOE 3allaXOM CMepTH,
IIOCTEIIEHHO 3allOJIOHAIOIINM IIOMEIeHne.

— 4 monuMalo, 4To y Bac ObUIH HoOphle HaMepeHus... — MefJieHHo Hayday [1lupo, mocTaBUB mepen
coboit KanmuOypH, 1 110JI0KKB Ha HETO PyKu. — Ho He BaM BHIOKMpaTh KEHIIUHY, Ha KOTOPOH g
KEHICh!

I'omoc PaCKaTHuJICA 3XOM, He CIIMIIKOM I'POMKHUM, HE CJIMIIKOM 2KE€CTKHM, HO IIPH 3TOM PEIINTEJIbLHBIM.
On IIPOHUKAJ B CO3HAHKE IMTPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX, ¥ 3aCTABIIAJI CIIYIIATh, JaXe €CJIK OHU He XOTEeJIn. Kak
CJIeOgCTBHE, 3TOT I'OJIOC AOCTUT KOMHAT, COCGHCTBYIOH_[I/IfI C TPOHHBEIM 3aJIOM.

— 4 mo6mo Aptyputo ITenaparos!

TakoBo OO peleHre Koporis, ¥ Temeps ykKe HUYero Hellb3s ObII0 U3MEHUTS. JIuila HeKOTOPHIX
IBOPSTH MCKA3UJIUCh B XOPOIIIO 3aBya/IMPOBAHHAIX IPHMacax pa3odapoBanus. [me-To omHa OJI0HOMHKA
OTYasHHO MEITaJacCh CAePkKaTh CBOM YYBCTBA, CTOSIINN C Hel psamoM Yapomel MOHAMAIOIIE
yIIbIOAIICS.

— 3HA4WT, BH XKeJlaeTe CHIpaTh cBaib0y ¢ ApTypueit [TeHaparoH? — yTOUHUIT Y€U-TO TOJIOC.

— HMeHHOo Tak.

ApPUCTOKPATH HEPEIIUTEIHHO TIEPETTISTHYIHCS.

— Torpa, BH yKe ONpeeIuIiuCh CO THEM cBagbObl, Moyt Koposb?

[Iupo MrHOBEHHO IOHS, C KaKOH LEeJIbI0 3aaBajics 3TOT Bompoc. [laxe ecnu ['epiior BennuHI TOH
mpeqaras XXeHUTh ero Ha MopraHe u3-3a UCKpeHHe 3a060Tel 0 KopoeBcTBe, Ipyrue OBOPsSHE
CIIJIOTHUJIKCH 3a €r0 CIMHON BOBCE He M3-3a 3TOT0, a M3-3a BO3MOKHOK BHITOMBI 9TOT'0 COI03a. MopraHa
Oblyla 3HAMEHUTOM BembMOH, a 3HAYMUT, C HEH MOKHO OBIJIO TOTOBOPHUTHLCS O 3alllUTE 3eMeJlb, TOPTOBJIe
1 Tak fmalee.

«OHHM 4YTO, XOTAT BEITOPTOBATh BPEMS M7 IIOATOTOBKY KaKUX-HUOYOb APYTUX IiaHoB?.. Hy yx HeT!..»



— 3aBTpa BE4YEPOM.

— Borcs, 4T0 9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO. CyIeCTBYEeT CIUAIIKOM MHOI'0 TPafULMi U MEPOIIPUSATUM, KOTOPHIE
IOJIKHEI OBITH ITPOBEIIEHEI, TPEK/Ie YeM...

— 3aBTpa. Beuepom.

K gepry Tpaguiuu. Jaxe ecnu 3To OygeT ManeHbKas cBafib0a B HEOOIBIIOMY KPYTY.

ApuCTOKpaTH BEIOEXKAK U3 YTII0B, CTOJIMUINCH BOKPYT KOposisi, ¥ BCKOpe Haydajcs Taliex.

)%k

B 3T0o ke BpeMs, BHYTPH KOMHATHI, COCGJICTBYIOH.IGI;I C TPOHHBIM 34JIOM:

— Aptypus, npekpatu! PaspaBuiis!.. Coa... CIIACUTE!

Hekas keHIIMHA IPOJO/IXKaia TUCKATh Yapomesi, CJIOBHO GOJIBLIYIO KYKITY.
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