To, uto A3eup cuutan CepeHy HEBO3MYTHMOM, Ha CaMOM fiejie OBII0 3a0TyKIeHUEM.

CepeHna 6Obllla OMHOBPEMEHHO CIIOKOMHA ¥ BCTPEBOKEHA TeM, YTO UMIIePaTOp SIBUJICS €€ apecToBaTh.

[TOoCKONBKY OCTaThCSI HAa HOYB OBITIO ee OmMOKOM, OHa Obllla TOTOBA IIOHECTH NTI060e HaKa3aHue. A3eus
MoOjT49a CMOTpen Ha CepeHy.

Ta e ofiex[a, 9YTO ¥ BYepPa, TOT Ke BHEIITHUW BUI,.

nu CTPpaHHAs KOMHATA B TPAKTHUDE.

OH He MOT 00BICHHUTD, TIOYEMY UYBCTBYET Ce0sl TakK HEYIOTHO. 3aTeM APOXKaIUH IoJIoC I03Bal
Azenpa:

— Tr1 30ecw?

«3mecw? CrpamuBaellb, Kak HA B 4eM He OBIBAsIO 3[IeCh JIU S?»

Azenp IIOBEPHYIJI I'OJIOBY K KPOBATHU C PACHIMPEHHBIMU OT YOUBIIEHUS I'/la3aMHU.

—m

C nepBoro B3risaaa [xKeK BHITISAAEN Kak ManueHT. BUHTH, 00MOTaHHBIE BOKPYT XKHUBOTA, OBISIM BUOHEI
CKBO3b paclaxHyTyi0 py0allKy, a ONUH I'Jia3 BHITJISAEN HeBaXKHO.

HOTpeCKaBH.II/IeCﬂ I"Y6I>I " OCTpBIfI B3rjidAn, HeCMOTPA Ha YJ'II)I6Ky.

B3arnspg Asenna, KOTOPHIM ellle HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUYM Hal3ajl Ka3aJiCsl TAaKUM, CIIOBHO coOupascs
youTh [I3KeKa, OPOTHYJI OT COMHEHHUS.

— IloyeMy THI TaK BBITJISOULLID?

Kak TonbKo OH yBHUAeN, 4To [[KeK paHeH, ero nuio nobnegHesno. Kasanock, oH OB IIyO0KO
MIOTPSCEH CcoCTossHUEM [IKeKa.

CepeHa BolllJla B KOMHATY CO CBUPEILIM BUIOM, HO, B3TJISHYB Ha XMypoe JIU10 A3enna, BOPyT
03a0a4YMIIach.

— $1 mompocus 0ObSICHUTDL €TI0 COCTOSTHHE.



Cepena Opocumna ObICTPHIM B3I Ha [IxKeka. IMmepaTop ObUT 0YeHb IPUBSI3aH K CBOUM JIIOIAM, XOTS
U He fepXKajl MHOTUX PsigoM ¢ co6oi. OcoGeHHO ero BOJIHOBAIM YETBEPO, KOTOPhIe ObITN OIU3KY C
HUM C fleTCTBa. Kak OBl OH yOUBUIICS, YBULEB ONHOTO U3 HUX, [[2kKeKa ['0opfoHa, B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU?
CepeHa CIIOKOMHO ITogoIia K Azeuny.

— Bce B mopsimke. Buepa, o cinydyarHOCTH, 51 oOHapyxkuna [I>keka ['opgoHa paHeHBIM. XOTS €ro
JIEBBIN T'71a3 OBIIO yKe MO3THO CllacaTh, OMHAKO MHE YOAJIOCh CIIAaCTH eMy XKU3Hb.

— ...4to cnyuyunocs? KTo 310 cgenan? — gpoxamum roaocom crnpocun Aseup y Cepensl. Ero
OTIyIlleHHBIE TJla3a IJISeNH C XKaJl0CThIO.

B ero rony6sx ria3zax cusino 6ypHoe cMmsiteHue. OH 0CTOPOXKHO B3si7T CepeHy 3a pyKaB, mobyxkmaas ee
K 00BSICHEHUSM.

CepeHa MOMBITaNach YCIOKOUTE €r0, OTOEPHYB PYKY U 00bSICHUB:

— IIpocro... 4 HaTKHYNack Ha [Ixeka ['opgoHa mocne TOro, Kak Ha Hero Hamanu. Ero neBwii rna3
yke OBIJI IOTEPSIH, HO MBI CIIaCJId €My KU3Hb.

— ...Panen? Kem? — Aszeup cupocun CepeHy C OLIeJIOMI€HHBIM BUAOM, HE ITI0X0XKHUM Ha TOT, YTO
TOJIBKO YTO Ha3bIBaJl UM [[2KeKa, CIIOBHO XOTeJ ero youTh. ETo U0 BHITISIAENO TaK, CIIOBHO €ro
AyIlla yIia B MSTKH.

9T0 OBIJIO BIIOJIHE 00BICHUMO: YBHUIOETH, KaK CaMbIi OJIM3KKH OPYT B OOHOYAChe CTAJl IIOJIYCJIEIIbIM,
OBIIIO IIIOKOM. CepeHa MOMBITaIach OTBETUTH, HO [IJKEK IIoXKall IIJiedaMHy M CKa3al:

— 970 OBINIA 3acafa.

— VX, He U3-3a MOETro I MpPHUKa3a...

— Bare BenuuecTso.

JleoHapy npepBarn ciaoBa A3enma ¥ IOKadas I'OJI0OBOM. DTO IPOUIOIIIO0 U3-3a CepeHHl.

— BepHo.

Azeup Ovin 0ueHb youBieH. CepeHa, C TPeBOTOM TIIsAs Ha A3enfa, CIIpoCUa:

— Brl B mopsimke?

— XM...



Azeup NCITYyCTHUIL TUXUH B3[0X M, OTKA3aBIINCh OT IMoOOePKKU CepeHbI, Me[JIEHHO IIOOOIIEeII K H}KeKy
On IIOCMOTPEII Ha II>xKeka CBEDPXY BHU3 U CIIPOCHII:

— Pa3zBe s He roBopus Tebe mepKaThCs MOJabIle OT OmacHOCTH, [Ixkek ['opHooH?

CepeHna 6rina omenomieHa ToHOM A3eupa. OHa BIIepBEIE BUMENIA €70 TAKUM CePIUTHIM.

PaHbllle oHa 3Hana ero TONbKO KakK 4YelOBEKa, KOTOprfI JIEHUBO BaJIdeTCs Ha KPpOBaTH. IIxxek
rnepecTtana CMeAThCA U CKa3all:

— 4 npomy nporrerus. 4 motepsin 6QUTENbHOCTS.

— ...Bnpenb He BBSI3BIBAMCS B 3TO.

— Ho... — Korma J[IkeK IMOBBICHI T'OJIOC B 3HAK IPOTECTA, BMeIancs JIeoHapy.

— Baiiie Bemu4ecCTBoO, ITOCKOJIBKY COCTOAHNE II>xeKa HeBaxKHOe, JIy4iie IOTrOBOPUTH 00 3TOM TO3XKe.

— JleoHapn, He BMeIIUBaKCH.

XonogHslii ronoc A3euga 3actaBui JleoHapaa moaxkath ry0osl. CepeHa BEITIAAEIa 06€CIIOKOEHHOI BCe
6oree HaMpsKEHHBIM HAaCTPOeHUEeM A3eusa.

Ha camoM fene OHa 3armofo3puiia YTo-TO OIlaCHOe, KOT{la YBUMeNla paHeHoro [IxkeKa.

OHa moJaraja, YTO TaKO¥ OIBITHBIN YeJIOBEK He MOTy4uII OBl CTOIh CMEPTENIbHYIO TPAaBMY OT
ynu4HOro OaHIUTA.

Ho TeIIePhb Ka3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO CBA3aHO C IIPUKa30M Azeupa.

«YTO MMEHHO OH [ieJlaeT 3a KyIuCcaMu?»

IToxoxe, oHa OblsIa CIIMIITKOM TIOBEPXHOCTHA B CBOUX CYXKITEHUAX 00 Azenpe.

OHa cyHTasa ero JIeHUBLHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 3a Ky/IMCAMU OH BeJl 03KeCTOUYEHHYI0
6oprby. CepeHa Gecriokounach 3a Aseuna. Y Hero ObI1 HEBaXKHBIM IIBET JIMIIA, U OHA COMHEeBasIach,
YTO €r0 KPOBb IUPKYIHUPYET MPaBUIbHO. JIeOHAp BEXKIIMBO CKa3a:

— Jlenu CepeHa, IPOCTUTE, HO HE MOTJIU Obl BHL OT/IYYUTHCS Ha MUHYTKY?



— O, KOHEUHO...

Korpa CepeHa nomneiTasgach yUTH, A3eU[] CXBaTUII €€ 3a PYKY.

— Tebe He HYKHO YXOIUTh.

—A?

— JI>KeK, C 3TOro MOMEHTa THI Oy/ellb MPUXOOuTh B ce0si. He mokumait CBOM 0COOHSIK.

— Aseup! — pasgancs cepouThiid ronoc [Ixxeka ['opmoHa, HO A3eup ero He Ciymal.

Kpenko mepxka CepeHy 3a pyKy, OH BTOJIKHYJI ee B KapeTy. HecMoTpst Ha ero BjaCTHbIE CJIOBA, ET'0
IKEHTIIbMEHCKUH XKeCT HeMHOT0 cMyTuil Cepeny.

Kazanocs, A3eun cam 6osimics 9Toit cuTyanuu. CepeHa, CueBIasi B KapeTe, CIIPOCKIIA €T, CKUMas
PYKH.

— Bu1 meITaeTech cbexkaTh IPSIMO ceryac?

Azeup pacImIupuI I'a3a OT IpPsMoro Bormpoca CepeHsl. B 3aMKHYTOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE UX B3TJISIBI
cTonKHynuchk. CepeHa IerOHbKO CTUCHYJIa ero pyKy U CcKa3ana,

— ¢ He TOBOPIO, YTO BH MHITAaETECh COEKaTh. 1 MPoCcTo 6eCIOKOIOCh 0 Bac, Bame BenuuecTso.

— Barma pyka xomogHasi. Bel oueHb 06ecriokoeHb? He mepexuBaiiTe Tak CHIbHO 13-3a [IKeKa. B
Hallle BpeMsl CYIIEeCTBYIOT pa3/inyHble MarnuecKue IIpefIMeThl, TaK YTO OH CMOXKET YCTaHOBUTH cebe
HMCKyCCTBEHHBIU T'JIa3.

CepeHa CIIOKOMHO MOMBITajIaCh YCIOKOUTH €T0.

— KoneuHo, 3T0 MOXKeT ObITh HEMHOTO HeyIOOHO, HO 3TO JIy4llle, YeM YMEePETk.

Ecnu GBI 51 TOJTBKO 3HAJIA, YTO BRI TaK OTpearupyere, s OBl Mpeaymnpennia Bac, MoKa xkaala CHapyKH.
CepeHa yyBCcTBOBaja ce0s1 BUHOBATOW U COXKaJesa, Isaas Ha Aseusa.



3aTeM Azenp ¢ 6e3pa3IMUYHEIM BUIOM THXO CIIPOCHII:

— ...JTouemy?

— YT0 BB UMEETE B BUY?

— [MTouemy TH GecrioKOHIIbCS 060 MHE?

— Hy, aTo...

Barnsap Aseupa nepeknounncs Ha Cepeny. OHa yOUBIEHHO MOPTHYJa, YBUAEB HEIIPUBLIUHBIN
B3TJISA,.

Kaszamocs, 4TO ero riasa B 7M000¥ MOMEHT TOTOBHI HAIIOJIHUTLCS cjie3aMu. Ero OJIWHHBIE 30JIOTUCTHIE
PECHUIIEI TPEIleTallk, CJIOBHO CTapasaCh OCTaHOBUTEL CJIE3HI.

B ero rja3ax YuTaIuCh HACTOPOKEHHOCTH, OXKUAAHNUE U IMOLUY, KOTOPhie CepeHa He MOrJia
YIIOBUTE.

OH npuUTSHYN ee 3a PyKy O6/1XKe, COKpalllas pacCTOsIHUE MeXay HUMHU. ®uoieToBbIe BONOCH CepeHbl
PacCCHITaIuCh BOMOIANOM Ha IMIeYd. A3eu[ MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee ¥ HeTOBOJIBHO ITPOU3HEC:

— KTo0 T8I Takas, 4T00LI OECIIOKOUTLCS 000 MHE?

Ero xBaTka Oblyia Kpenkoi. OH cBupeno cMoTpen Ha CepeHy, CI0BHO JUKUM 3Bepb, 00HaKMBIIUN
OCTpPBIE KJIBIKU.

OT ero mpuCTalbHOTO B3TJISIAa OHa ITOYYBCTBOBasa ce0s IOTPsICeHHOM. B mpoiinoM oHa Moria 6b
3a7poxKaTh U BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHH, IIPOCS MPOIIEHUs ¥ YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM TaK BJIaCTHO Hajl Hel
TOCITO[ICTBYET.

Ho Cepene 65110 cKOpee 00IBHO, YeM CTPaIIHO. M Bce XKe el T0Ka3alock, YTO A3euy ObIT HE CTOJIb
CTpallleH, KaK PaHbIIe.

OpHako 9To OBLIIO JTUIIB ITOCIIEIIHOE CyXOeHue CepeHBI. Azeup IIO-IIpEe2KHEMY PE3KO0 pearupoBall Ha
Hee.

Ocob6eHHO Tepeq TUIOM KpH3Kca [ApyTa OH IOKa3all el CBoe UCTHHHOe "s". Bo3M0XKHO, OH axke He
0CO3HaBaJI, YTO PearupyeT pe3Ko, IOTOMY YTO eMy OBIJIO HEJIOBKO ITOKA3kIBaTh CBOIO CIIabyio
CTOPOHY.



«Hy u uT0? Pa3Be crpaBennuBo OpocaTh pe3Kue CJI0Ba, 3alllAIasCh OT YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIN CHUJIBHO
nepexuBaeT? OCOOEHHO TOTO, KTO C TPEBOT'OM CTOUT PSHOM C BaMu?»

CepeHa THXOHBKO IIpHKycuia ry0y. Korga oHa BCIIOMHMIIA, UTO Ilepef HeX peanbHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHA
YIyCTHIIa U3 BUIY, €€ Pa3yM IIOXOJIOfEL.

B3arnsag umnepaTopa, oOpallleHHEIM Ha Hee, ObIJT BCe TAKUM Ke JIedsTHBIM, KaK U IIpexke.

XOJIOOHBEIM U OTCTPAaHEHHEIM.

BraiiHe oHa AdyMalla, 9YTO OH HEMHOI'0O CMATYMNIICSA, BOSMO2KHO, IIOTOMY, YTO CTaAJl OnmKe K HeH.

«Hy u? ITouemy 51 6ecriokorch 0 Tebe?»

CepeHa CITOKOMHO OTBETHJIA eMy 0€33MOIMOHAIbHEIM B3TJISIOM.

— HOTOMy YTO 5 Balll JINYHBIN JOKTOD.

HMmenHo Tak. TakoBa Obita pontk Cepensl. OHa He MOTJIa BMEIIMBATRLCS B €T0 [ejla, KPOMe OKa3aHHUs
MEeOUIIMHCKOM! IIOMOIIIH.

HeBaxHo, meuyuna nu oHa [IxKeKa FOp)Z[OHa WJIK [axKe BelTeunia 601e3Hb A3enpa.

A3eup Me[IJIeHHO OTBETHJI Ha MPSIMOM M TBePHBIH ronoc CepeHsl:

— ...THl He TaK JaBHO MEHS 3Haelllb.

— YeoBeuecKue CBSI3U He BCerma COOTBETCTBYIOT BPEMEHH! UX S3HAKOMCTBaA.

WU 3T0 4 3Haa ele 00 TOro, KaK ABaXKIbI yMeDpIIa.

A3eup mocMesyicst HaJl CMeJIbIM 0TBETOM CepeHHI.

— Twl HaMeKaellb, Ha TO, YTO THl - MOS Cyap0a?

— Hy, 4 He 3Haw.

CepeHa He 3Hajla IPUYMH CBOEU pernHKapHalnuu. OHa IPOCTO BO3Bpalllajach K HEMY IOCJIe CMEPTH.



Brina nmu 3To 1myTKa 60T0B UM BeJIeHUE CyIbObI?

He3zaBucumo 0T TOT0, 4TO 3TO OBITIO0, CepeHa He coOupasach TaCKaThCs 3a HUM 110 msaTtaM. OHa
PeLIuTeNbHO NOTSHYIa A3enfia 3a pyKy. B utore u 6e3 Toro 6111M3K0€e paccTosTHUE 0Ka3anoch
HACTOJIbKO He3HAUYUTEIbHEIM, YTO Ka3aJl0Ch, X JI0BI BOT-BOT COTIPUKOCHYTCS.
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