— Ero BenuuecTBo y cebsi, BEpHO?

— Ia. OH cka3al HUKOTO He IIyCKaTh, HO THl Be[lb BCE PaBHO 3aMAEIIb?

Korpma AHHa 3ajiasia BOIIPOC, CIIOBHO 3T0 GBIZI0 caMo co00# pasymeroummMcsi, CepeHa ynbIOHyIach u
KMBHYJIA. [[BEPH CIIa/IbHU JIETKO PaclaxHyIuch ans Hee. Korga CepeHa BoIjla B KOMHATY, OHa
yBHMEa 30JI0TUCThIE BOJIOCH A3eufia, TopYallye U3-Mof Ofiesiya.

«Tak u 3Hana, 4To Tak 6yneT. Eciu g He puAy, To OH He BHIAAET Ha MPOTYJIKY, Ha?»

CepeHa mopoina K A3eupy, lIOKHYB, IIpX BUe 3HaKOMOro o6pa3a. OHa 4yBCcTBOBasa cebs Tak,
CJIOBHO CTaJla Blafienuiie rnca. KoneyHo, co6aku 3aCTaBMISIOT CBOUX X0351€B BRIXOOUTH HA IPOTYIIKY,
HO ¢ A3enmoM ObIJIO BCE Hao00poT. CepeHa MomKHa Oblaa MPUXOAUTh, YTOOH BHITAILIIUTh €TI0 Ha
YIIUILY, WX OH HE COBUHETCS C MeCTa.

«Ecnu OH MOYTH He [IBUTAETCS, TO MoYeMy He HaOupaeT Bec? Kpome TOro, KaxkeTcs, y HETO U
MYCKYJIEI €CTh>.

CepeHy, KOTOpasi Kacalach BepXHEH YaCTH ero TeJla, 3TO BCeTMa MPUBOAMIIO B TymuK. OHa
3a/iaBajiach BOIIPOCOM, HE POOUIICS JTH A3eu[] C STUMHU MYCKYJIaMH.

— Bamie BenuuectBo, 3T0 CepeHa.

Iaxe Korga oHa MpubIU3UIACh K HEMY BIIJIOTHYI0, A3eU[ HUKAK He OTpearupoBas. XoTs ObII0
OYEeBUOHO, YTO OH He CIIUT, UMIIePaTop IIPUTBOPSJICS CIAIIXM. MTHOBeHHE OHa CMOTpesia Ha
YepBsiKa, N3BUBAIOIIET0CS IO OZIESITIOM.

«OH Ke He XXKHUBOTHOE, KOTOPOE€ BIIaga€T B CIIAYKY».

Bcsakuit pas, Koraa y A3enfia IOSIBISIOCh BPEMS, OH CTapasics Jieyb B IoCTesb. bonee Toro,
npexnae yeM CepeHa CTalla ero jedalldM BpauyoM, OH CITyIIajl JOK/IaAbl apuCTOKPATOB B CBOEH
crnanbHe. OHa MPUCTAIbHO Ha HET0 MOCMOTpea.

— 4 ycran, — MenieHHO mpo6opMoTan A3eun Iociie TOro, Kak MOMOTKHYJII Ofiesiyio, BUAUMO,
IIOYYBCTBOBAB €€ KOJIIOUUM B3TJISAL.

BhI7I0 04€eBUOHO, UTO OH HaMePEeHHO 3aKyTasiCsl B 0fesIo NOIIoTHee, uTo0k CepeHa He 3abpasa
ero. OHa noBepHYyJa A3eua ¥ IOCMOTpeJia eMy B riiasa.

— Baiie BennuecTtBo?



Korma CepeHa ynbIOHYJIAaCh, Pyrasich IPY 9TOM Tjla3aMu, A3euf CKa3all:

— 4 Oporymnsoce no3xe.

— He nrute mHe. Brl OymeTe cmaTh BCE BpeMs.

— 4 merCTBUTENBHO yCTal CerofHs. ITO IIpaBfa.

— Bu yCTajik, IIOTOMY 49TO COBCEM HE IBUT'A€TECH. Hporym{eTer, " BaM CTAHET JIy4dIllIe.

Korga CepeHna o6opBajia ©MIepaTopa ¥ OTMaxHyJachk OT €T0 CJI0B, A3eH[l HaXMyPUJICS.

— 41 He X04y UATHU Ha NPOTYJIKY. XOTs Ol JeHb!..

— OTOpockTe CBOM IIpa3fHbIe MBICIIH, YTO IEHEK He MOTYJIsgeTe, ¥ HUYero CTPAIIHOT0 He CITyUYUTCH.
A temneps BcTaBauTe. 1 pas!

Korpma CepeHa cxBaTHa Ofesiio, BITasCh CTSIHYTh, A3euM KPEIKO BIEMUJICS B HETO.

— 41 cobupatoch craTk. He Tporaii.

3aTeM OH HaKpHUICA OLesJIOM U IOBepHyJCH K CepeHe CIMHOU.

«4T10? BOT Tax BOT, 3HAQUUT?»

Cepena riy0oKO B3[0XHYIa, COOMPAsCh C CUIaMM, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTpesIa Ha YIPSMOro HMIIePaTopa.

— BcTa-Ba-ii-Te!

CepeHa XJIOIlajla IT10 Of€EsAIlY B TaKT C BBIKDHKAMMU.

kekkskk

Azeup cxBatun CepeHy 3a PYKy, CBepIIs €€ B3rIsAmoM. EMy BCE elré Ka3aioch, YTO IPOU30IIEIIee
TOJIBKO YTO OBIJIO CHOM.

<<Hey}KeJ'[I/I s OBLJI CITHIIIKOM Tepl'IeJII/IBI:IM? HO3TOMY OHa TaK HOCTYHaeT?»

A3zenp KO BCEMY OTHOCUJICS C TIOJO3PEHUEM U3-3a HEBEPOSITHHIX COOBITUM, IIPOU30ILEIINX B €T0



xku3HU. Korga CepeHa Hadaa CTy4daTh 10 OfesiIy, B KOTOPO€e OH 3aBEPHYJICS, ero CJIOBHO MOJIHUEHU
nopa3uno. bute umneparopa? Koneuno, Aseuny Ob110 He 60JTbHO, HO 9TO HE OEeWCTBUS, KOTOPHIE
MOZKHO COBEpIIATh I10 OTHOLIEHHUIO K UMIIEPATopy.

«E# coBepiieHHO 0e3pa3nuyHo, OyOeT U OHa KUTh UJIU YMPET?»

Azeup Obln youBIEH Oe3paccynHbIM XxapakTepoM CepeHbl. OORIYHO, KOTTIa OH XMYPHJICS, BCe Iepef
HUM HaUWHAJIU BUJISTh XBOCTUKAMHU, HO 9Ta HEBBICOKAS [EBYILIKA, O0OJIbIIE TI0X0KasA Ha MaJIeHbKYI0
cobauky, 6e3 ycranu raBkaia Ha Hero. CepeHa Bena ceb6s ¢ A3eU0M HaCTOIbKO HETIOYTHUTEIHHO, YTO
OH MOT €€ yOUTb y2Ke HECKOJIbKO pa3, ecyiu Obl 3ax0Tesl. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO TPAHULIEI MEXKIY HUMU
pa3pymanTCcs.

«MHe HyKHO CHeJlaTh el BHyIIEHUE».

Ho, gaxe mogymas Tak, A3eus mo3sonun CepeHe yTauuTh ce0si. ITo OO MycToe obellaHue, BeOb
HaKa3blBaTh €€ OH HUKaK He cobupascs. Ha camoM ferne, pexye YeM BEIUTH Ha IPOTYIKY, A3eup B
IIOPEIBE THEBA, IPOTSHYJI PYKY ¥ CKa3all, 4TO IOUAET Kyna YTOLHO, €CIIM OHa CMOXKET €0 BHITAIIUTE.
A korpa Cepena 0elCTBUTENBHO Hadala TAHYTh, CJIOBHO OXUJala 3TOr0, TO PaCTEPSIICH.

Xots Aseup nyman o0 OIHOM, B UTOTe OH BCE ke moppascs eit. Ha camom pene CepeHa He cMorjia
OBl IIOOHSTH €ro, Jaxke ecyiu Obl TallKIIa U30 BeeX Cuil. [ToaToMy A3eup miencs 3a Hel TOIbKO
6rmaromaps cBoeMy BenuKoaymmio. OH CYKTal, YTO OKa3kiBaeT CepeHe TaKylo MUJIOCTh,
BO3Harpaxjjas 3a e€ yCUJIHS U CTOMKOCTb IO CaMOTO KOHIIa.

«BepHo. B 9TOT pa3 s mposIBIII0 CHUCX0XKAeHue», — npobopmoTan Aseup cebe nog Hoc. OH maxe
He 3aMETHJI, YTO IOCTYIas MoKo6HEIM 06pa3oM yzKe HeCKOJIBKO pa3. He ycren A3eus OIOMHUTLCS,
KaK JIy9¥ TEIJIOr0 COJIHIIA KOCHYJIUCH eTo JIha.

Korma oH, OCJIeITHYB, OIYCTHII B3TJISIM, TO YBUIE ITepef co00M KOJIBIXAOITHEeCs BOIOCH CepeHsI.
Korga conmHeuyHHIN CBET Mmafajl Ha HUX, (GUOJIETOBEIE IOKOHBI MSTKO CUSIIH. BOmoCkH, coOpaHHbIE B
XBOCT, OBLIM TIOX0KM Ha MIojeHOepruio(1), KonsIymyocs Ha BeTpy. OHM MSITKO COT'PeBay U
pacTanIuBaIu ceppla Joaei, CMOTPSIINX Ha Hee.

«Ecnu IIogyMaTh, HUKOI'Iad HE BUOEJI eéc PacCnyIiieHHBEIMU BOJIOCAMM».

Cepena Bcerfia Oblza C OOHOM U TOM JKe MPUYECKON. BO3MOXKHO, ¢ Hel OBIIO jerdye paboTaTh.

«[Tpuuécka, KOTOPYIO el crenany ajst 6aHKeTa, Toxke OblyIa XOPOoIIa.

Azeup yneIOHYJICS, BCIOMHUB, Kak CepeHa IpHIlla ¢ HAall0JIOBUHY COOpaHHBIMU BoyiocaMu. OH ObLI
IEeNCTBUTEILHO VIUBIIEH, YBUMEB €€ B POCKOIITHOM IIJIaThe, Belb KaXKAbIi IeHb UMIIePaToOp BULE
IIeBYIIKY TOJILKO B TPOCTHIX HapsifaX. CepeHa BHENSANIACH elllé CUIbHee, IIOTOMY YTO Bcerpa Oblna
KPaCUBOM.



Heoco3HaHHO A3eu[ MOTSHYICS K €€ BomocaM. B 9ToT MomeHT CepeHa BHE3AMMHO OCTAaHOBUIIACh U
o0epHYyIacs.

— Bamie BenuuecTBo, Teeph BHI MOKETE UATH CaM?

—m

Ero rony0rle rja3a UCIyraHHO Oeranu U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, KakK y pe6€HKa, KOTOPOT0 IOMMau
Ha IOTIKITKE CAEeNaTh YTO-TO Ioxoe. CepeHa BHIT/IsAAEA OUeHb pa3apaxkeHHou. K cyacThio, MOXoxe,
OHa He 3aMeTHIa MPOTSIHYTYI0 PYKYy A3erga. OH OBICTPO OTOEPHYII €€.

«Y9TO S TOJIBKO YTO IILITAJICS COEJIaTh?»

A3euj HaKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY, YOUBIISISCH COOCTBEHHOMY MMITYJIbCUBHOMY IIOCTYIIKY. 3aTeM 3aroBOpHIIa
CepeHa.

— Moxerte xke? IIpoury Bac.

Bupumo, et BcE 3Ke OBbIJIO TSXKEJI0 TAlllUTh UMIIepaTopa 3a cobo¥ pamgu nporynku. Ha camom merne,
3aCTaBUTh BHINTHU Ha YIMIY KPenKoro A3eusia, KOTOPHIM SBHO He TOpe XKejlaHueM, Obl1o Henerko. OH
caM yKe pa3ayMbIBajl, He ITONTHU JIU €My CaMOCTOSITEIbHO, HO Korfa CepeHa mompocuiia o0 3ToM
IIepBOM, B HEM BHE3aITHO NIPOCHYJIaCh UTPUBOCTh. A3eH[] 0TKA3aJiCs C 030PHOM YIIBIOKOM.

— Pa3 Tl MeHS BRITALIUTIA, TO BO3bMU Ha Ce0sI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, — 3aTE€M OH OTIIYCTHII €€ PYKY U
IIPOOOJIKUII ITpoBoLMpoBaTh Cepeny. — Unu ke Bo3BpalllaeMcs IPsAMO cerdac.

— Ho MBI Benb BHIIIIK Ha yiauny TOJIBKO OABAAIlaTh MUHYT HaA3aA.

CepeHa Kpemnko cxBaTula A3enupa 3a pyKy, CJ1I0BHO rosops: «HeT». B0 moxoxe, 4TO OH
nBITaeTcs yoexarth. A3euf yIbIOHYICS U3-3a €€ PEIIUTEIbHEIX JeMCTBUM, a IOTOM €ero JIUI0
okameHeso. [Toxoxke, 4To OH Ha MTHOBeHUe o0pafoBajcs, 4To CepeHa CHOBa IepPXKUT €T0 3a PYKY.

«Yto? [ToueMy s ceryac O4YyBCTBOBAJI CIIOKOUCTBUE?»

A3zenpn HaXMypPUJICS M3-3a CTPAHHBIX 3MOILIMM, KOTOPBIE OH TOJIbKO 4YTO MCIHITan. OH He OB YBEPEH,
YTO UMEHHO ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, IOTOMY YTO 3TO AJIUJIOCH BCETO JIUIIL MTHOBEHME. BO3MOXKHO, A3enp
IIPOCTO NPUBHIK K CepeHe, BUAS €€ JIUI0 KaXKOblil IeHb.

«HeT. 9TOr0o He MOXKET OLITH.

Azeup otnyctun pykKy CepeHnl, IOYyBCTBOBAB TPEBOTY.



— 3abynb. 4 mouagy caMm, — ropao OPOCHUIT OH U TIOIIETT BIIEPE].

Azeup chernan 9To, IOTOMY YTO ITOAYMaJl, YTO BEJ cebs CIAUIIKOM IociymHo. OH, He KOneOsich,
II03BOJISINI el ce0Os KacaThCs, U Jaxke He YyBCTBOBa AHCKOMGOPTa, II0Ka OHU IIIH, JepKach 3a PYKH.

«OmnacHo. JTa XeHIWHa CIXAIIKOM OllaCHa».

A3zeuy HAMPSTCS, CJIOBHO KOIIKA CO B3ABIONIEHHOM I1epcThio. TeM BpeMeHeM CepeHa pacTepsHHO
CMOTpella Ha UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIM BHE3aIMHO U3MEHHUT CBOE OTHOIIeHue. A3eus OblT
@OUHCTBEHHHLIM, KTO II0OYYBCTBOBAJI TOPHOCTE B €0 TOJI0CE.

«YT0? [IoueMy OH BHE3AITHO U3MEHUJICSI?»

CepeHa He 3HaJla, YTO IIPOUCXOIHUT, HO OblJIa B3BOJTHOBAHA TeM, UTO OOJIbIIEe He HYKHO TACKATh €ro
3a co0oi.

«Hy u nmapno. CBoOofa!» — pagoCTHO BCKpUKHYJIa IPo ce0s OHa ¥ IocliefioBasa 3a A3eUaoM.

Korga oH HaKJIOHWUII TOJIOBY, ¥ UX B3TJISIOBl BCTPETUINCH, CepeHa IIMPOKO eMy YIIbIOHYIIack.

— Temneps y Bac NOSIBUIOCH XKeJlaHUE T'yNIsaTh! ITO 0YEeHb XOPOIINY IIPU3HaK.

Eé muno Ov110 ouyeHb MuIEIM. Ho A3enma 0HO, CKOpee, pa3mpazkaro.

— THI TaK CUIBHO pagyembCs, 4TO Yy MEHSA HaCTPOEHHUE ITIOPTUTCA.

— Yro X, a Temeps IOTYJIsIEM YaCOK, — 0TBeTuIa CepeHa U yIbIOHYIaCh.

E€ maru ObIJIM TaKUMU IETKUMH, YTO, Ka3aJ0Ch, €l HaCTOIbKO HpaBuiack cB0OOMa PYK U
[BUXKEHUU. A3eus ¢ HeJoyMeHueM 11ocMoTpel Beiien CepeHe.

«4ro? Heyxenu Tebe Tak CUIHHO He HPAaBUIIOCh XO[UTD, Hep:Ka MeHs 3a pyKy? Pa3Be TH He
CIIMIIIKOM CUYaCT/IMBaA?»

XOTs OH IIEPBEIM OTIIYCTHII €€ PYKY, HO A3eu[ YyBCTBOBAJ ce051 OTBEPTHYTHIM. BHe3amHo oLy TUB
IIyCTOTY B CBOMX PyKax, OH, HAXMYPUBIIUCE, IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HUX U BHITEP UX 00 0fexXay. ITO YyYBCTBO
BBEI3BIBAJIO ¥ HETO OCALY.

*kkekkk



3akoHuuB paboTy, CepeHa BepHYJach B CBOI0 KOMHATY B XOPOILIEM HAcTpoeHuu. Mapu, KoTopas
3aKOHYMIIA MEHSTh MUTHEBYIO BOMY, TOBEPHYJIACh K HEH.

— TBI CeromHsg paHO 3aKOHYMIIA.

— IIpo6em cTano MeHbIIe.

— IIpo6nem?

— Hy, ecTb KO€-uTO.

CepeHa 3aMypIibIKaia U CHsijla BEPXHIOI ofexay. OHa Obla B IPUIIONHSITOM HaCTPOEHHUH,
6maromapst TOMy, 94TO A3euf] CETOOHS X0POIIOo morynsii. CepeHa yMBIIACh U IIEPeoaesiach B HOUHYIO
py0artnky, korga Mapu BOpPYT CKa3aja:

— A, xctatu. Ceromsst IpUIIIIO MUCEMO [JIsT T€0S, 5 IOJI0KKJIa €T0 Ha CTOJ.

— Tlucbpmo?

CepeHa HakJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY ¥ HaIIpaBUJIaCh K CTONy. Eif HeKOMy OBIJIO THACATh.

«MHe HUKOTOa He IIPpUXOOUJIA IIUChMaA...»

KoHBepT O IEPEBEPHYT, YTOOH HUKTO APYTOM He MOT BUOETh OTIpaBuTens. CepeHa 03aflaueHHO
ITPOBEPHUJIA THCHMO.

B sToT MOMeHT nuiio0 CepeHkbl HalpsTioch.




[Ipumeyanue.
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