«ZKeHIHa, KOTOpPad Tak O6ecnokounack 0 Ero BennuecTse, ¢ Te€X II0p HU pa3y HE HaBelllajla €ro...»

Cepena BocxuTunack nosegerneM Odenuu. Brino oueBugHO, 9TO A3ens Obl el Hebe3pasnwyeH. Ho
II0CJIe HECUACTHOT'O CTydas B TOT OeHb OHa 0OJibllle He IIPUXOAuUIa U He CBI3kIBalach C HUM. BMecTo
aToro repuor ['puHBYM HaHEC UMIIEPATOPY KOPOTKMUM BU3UT. Kak HU CcTpaHHO, A3eus B TOT OeHb
OTCYTCTBOBal, Tak uTto Odenusi, moxoxe, u3bexana HakazaHus. I'epuor I'puHBy ToXKe OBLIT TOBOJIEH,
YTO UM HUYETro He OBIIO ITOoC/ie MPUYMHEeHUs Bpega UMIIePaTopy.

«Jla, make B MPOIIHIX XKU3HIX Ero BemyecTBO HE MOT C TAKOM JKe JIETKOCThIO BECTU Ce0sT Kak
THPaH TOJBKO C CEMBEU repliora [ puHByHa».

[ToToMy 4TO y 3TOM CeMbH BHICOKMM CTaTyc? Bce X0poIo 3Hanu, HaCKOJIbKO KanpudHa Odemnus.
BrionHe eCcTeCTBEHHO, YTO OHa IIPUXOANIIA U YXOOuUIa U3 BOpLa, Koraa e 3a01aropacCyguTcs.

Korpma Azeup He otBetun, Odenus npubnusunach K Hemy ¢ 60kanoM. [IpoTsaruBasi ero UMIepaTopy,
OHa MSTKO IIPOrOBOPHUIIA:

— Mory s mopHSATH O0Kas ¢ 61arogapHOCThIO 3a 300poBhIii Buf Ero BenmuyecTsa?

— IIpomy npoienus, negu I'purByn, Ho Ero BenryecTBo 1OKa BO30ePKUBAETCI OT aJIKOTOJIS.

Korpma CepeHa TakTH4HO BMelltanachk, Odenust X0JI0IHO Ha Heé mocMoTpena. E€ B3ris CII0BHO
CIpalIuBal, Kak OHa IMOCMesia TYyT BOOOIe HaXOOUThCS.

— ToI cnumkoM OYpHO pearupyelrs, BeOb peYb UAET BCEro Jullh 00 ogHoM Ookarse. Temeps s MOHSIA,
YTO THI 3[IeCh IPUCYTCTBYeIllb He KakK O1aropomHas jedy, a Kak jevalinii Bpady.

I[Tocne cmoB Odenuu myMm BOKPYT HUX CTaJl rpoMue. ITo Oblyla 0-CBOEMY BeXKJIMBAs aTaka B OTIIHYME
OT IpensIAyInei BcTpeun. [109TOMYy CyIiaTh OBIIO emé HeKoM(OopTHee.

— Jlevamumi Bpau? Torga 9Ta KeHIMHA — Ta CaMasi He3aKOHHOPOXKIeHHAs 0Yb BUHCEHTA, KOTOpas
moJTy4yuia GUoIeTOBEIA U3PHHT...

Korpa nepelénTrBaHUs CTanu rpoMye, A3euy KalunsaHyl. Jleiu MPUKPBIIA PTHI, TOAXKAB XBOCTHI.

— IMomxHO OBITH, MPOU30IIIO0 KaKoe-TO HegopasyMenue. OHa MpHIIia CErogHs KaK Mo 1apa, a He
KaK MO Bpa4. BaM cTOUT OBITH ITOBeXKJIBEE, Tequ [ pUHBYI.

— IIpoury npomerus. Ho s He moHKUMal0, TOYeMy OHA Tak u3JuIIHe OeCIIOKOUTCS 3a Bac, Barue
BenuuecTBo, Befib 3TO BCETO UL ONKH OOKAJl...



— 41 mpuHUMAO TBOIO MCKPEHHOCTh, HO He GOoKal.

— OcTaBnsis NeBYLIKY C IPOTSHYTOM PYKOH, BHI 3aCTaBJIsieTe YyBCTBOBAThH €€ ce6sl HEJIOBKO.

Odenus omycTua riasa, 0TYETro €€ JIUI0 CTaJIo BHITIISAETh 00lee HecyacTHHIM. Kak 6yaTo
OTKa3BIBAThCS OBITIO OOJBIION OMMOKOM. YBUOEB, KaK A3euy HAaTAHYTO yibsiOaeTcs, CepeHa
TIofyMaJia, YTO eC/IM BCE TaK IPOMNOJIXKHUTCS, TO pa3gpakE€HHEIN UMIIEPATOP BHIIbET O0KAJ 3aJIIIOM.
Ecnu OH BHIIBET OOWH pa3, TO He CMOXKEeT 0TKa3aThCs CHOBa. KpoMe TOro, BeCh aKoOrojib, KOTOPBIN
nogaBany Ha OaHkeTe, ObT 3 ®uoHA. B 9TOT MOMeHT A3euy noTsHyJCS K 60kany. CepeHa IMIUPOKO
PacKphIa T7la3a ¥ MepBoy B3siyia CTakaH u3 pyk Odenuu.

—A?

Odenus o3agaveHHo MOCMOTpesia Ha Heé. CepeHa, KOTOpask PeIluia XKUTh, He UCIIEITHBAs CTHIA,
IIMPOKO YIIBIOHYIACH.

— Torma, 4TOOHI JIe U He YyBCTBOBasa ce0s HEJIOBKO C IIPOTSIHYTOM PYKOM, 5 BHIIIBIO 3TOT OOKall.

—Yr0?

[Toxa Odenus pacTepsHHO NepecipalnrBaia e€, CepeHa 3anmnoM ocymmna 60kan. Jlenu 06bIYHO HE
TIUJIM aJIKOTOJb, KaK BOMY, IIO3TOMY TaKas ClieHa Oblyia 04eHb HeoOBYHa st OaHKeTa. [JaMbl psimoM C
HUMM OXHYJIM, HO UX BOCXHUIIIeHUE ObIIIO UHBIM, YeM B ciiy4dae ¢ Odenuel.

— B-60xke MO1i...

®pa3a o00pBanach, HO BCe MPUOIM3UTETHHO 3HANIM, YeM OHa JIOJIKHa Oblla 3aKOHYUTHCS. [locre
TOro, Kak CepeHa BHINKIIA BCE [0 MOCIEeIHEN KallJid, OHa BepHyIa 60kan Odenuu.

— Temneps, KoT{a s IOMOTJTIa JIEOU COXPAHUTh JIUIIO, BHl [TOBOJIBLHEI?

Odenus 3aTBepaena, Kak KameHb. OHa BIEPBbIe UCIIHITHBAJIA TAKOE TIOTPSICEHUE, TI09TOMY He 3Hana,
YTO OTBETHUTL. A3eHM, CTOSIBIIUY PSIIOM C HUMHU, Becesio mocMoTtpen Ha CepeHy. B TOT MOMeHT, Korga
Odenus cobpanack 4TO-TO CKa3aTh.

— My3biKa ToMeHsiiack, — A3euy CMeHUI TeMy u oOpaTuncs K Cepene.

— B-Bame BenuuecTBo, IepBHIY TaHEL...



Korga pacrepsinHas Odenusi IpoTsHyIa PyKY, A3eUI X0JI0HHO CKA3a:

— Kak s Mory Tak mocTymuTh, KOT7la MOSI TAapTHEPIIIA TaK yCepHHO 3a00TuTCs 000 MHE?

— Ho...

— Tbl gOMKHA BEPHYTHCS K CBOEMY IIapTHEDY.

Odenusa npukycuaa HUXKHIOK I'y0y, YCIbIIIaB MATKUN, HO PEIIUTEeNbHEIN 0TKa3 A3enga. OHa
ycTaBuiack Ha CepeHy yOUNCTBEHHBIM B3TJIA0M. Ta moxKasa mjiedaMu U B3sijia A3euza 3a pyky. ¥
He€ KPyKUJIach T0J10Ba, IOTOMY YTO ajIKOr0JIb OKa3aJiCs Kpemnde, 4eM oHa gyMmana. CTos B LIEHTPE,
CepeHa mpoImenrana:

— Batre BenvyecTBo, ITO3BOMIBTE IIpeaynpeguTs BaC 3apdHee, d He YMEIO TaHIIeBaTk.

— He BomnHy#cs. [ToToMy 4TO s XOPOILIO TaHILYIO.

Azeup yneibHyICS 1 00HSTT CepeHy 3a Tanuio. Eit He MTOHPaBUIIUCh €T0 CAMOBITIO0IEHHEIE CI0BA, HO
OHa IIocjiefioBajia 3a HUM. BhEIJI0 04eBUAHO, YTO OH JIyYllle 3HaeT CBETCKME TaHIIbl, Y4eM OHa. XOTS,
BO3MOXKHO, A3euf] TOBOPHUJI IIpaBHy: OH nmpekpacHo BeN CepeHy. OH ABUTAJICS IJIaBHO, JepkKachk Ha
paccTosiHKU, YTOOB OHa He YyBCTBOBaja ce0si HEIOBKO.

CepeHa omepach Ha HETO, ITaras Bpa3Ho0o# Bcien 3a HuM. Korga oHa HacTymajla eMy Ha HOTY, eé
Cepple X0JI0fAerno. A3eus HEeTOPOIIJIUBO TPoBopMOTaIT:

— Tenepb 4 IIOHMAJI, 9YTO THI IIbSIHUIIA.

— Kaxk BB MOXK€eTe Ha3bIBaTh Y€I0BEeKa, KOTOPHIY 3alliuilan Bac, Bame BennuecTBo, nbsaHUNER? A
Teleb He TOBOPUTE CO MHOU. MHe Hy>KHO COCPeOTOYUTLCS Ha Iarax.

Korpa CepeHa TsA2K€eJI0O B3OOXHYIIAQ, Azeup 3axuxuKarl.

— Il MeHd B HOBUHKY BUIOETH, KaK Thl HEPBHUYAEIb, B€Ib ThHl BCETIa Onlna YBE€pPEHa B cebe.

— YT0 B 3TOM TAKOI'0 HOBOT'0?

— IIpocTo, 3TO CIOBHO I'JIOTOK CBEXKEr0 BO3AyXa B MOeU CKYYHOU MOBCEJHEBHOU XKU3HU.

— ¥ Bac YZXKaCHBI€ IIPEeOIIOYTEHN A,



HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHa IIOIIPOCHJIa €r0o He TOBOPHUTE C HeWH, CepeHa IIpoaoJIzKajla OTBE€4YaTh. Ona un
IMogyMaTh HE MOT'JIa, YTO 3TO PAa3BECEJIUT UMIIepaTOpa elllé CUIbHee.

OHu yKe TaHIleBaJid NOJIT0e BpeMsi, KaK BAPYT A3eusi, KOTOPHIH 10 3TOT0 Mojdall, mo3san Cepeny.

— 1.

— Ox, cepb€3H0, He pa3roBapuBaiTe CO MHOM... — Havyana CepeHa pa3apaxkEHHO, HO OCTAHOBUIACH.

Azenp nmoxo BeIirIsmesn. OH OBUI IOX0XK Ha O0IBHOTO YeI0BeKa.

— Bamre BenuuectBo? — no3Basa ero CepeHa € yIUBIEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

Azeuy HaXMYpHUJIICS, HO He OTBeTUJI. ETo ri1a3a ObIIM KPAaCHOBATHIMHY, a JI00 IMOKPHIICS XOIOTHEIM
IIOTOM. A3eu[I clierkKa MOMOTaJI TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO IIBITAJICS IPUHTH B ce0si. Ero B3rmsy ObIT
3aTyMaHEHHBIM.

«Y4TO C HUM BAPYT CITYYUIIOCH?»

CepeHa BHUMaTeIbHO Ha0Iofjana 3a ero COCTOSIHAEM BO BpeMsl TaHIla. Bunumo, oH BCE XKe IITI0X0
ce0s1 4yBCTBYeT.

— Yro y Bac 60onut?

Korpa CepeHa B pacTepsIHHOCTH IOIIBITA/IACh OCTAHOBUTH TaHEI], A3eu[] IOMeIIas eu.

— He nogHuMay 1myma U IpogoJikKau TaHIeBaTh.

— Ho...

— Ecnu g BOPYT epecTaHy TaHIEBATh U YUY, IPeCTaBIsellb, Kakue OyIyT IOCIIeICTBUS?

CepeHa cxkaJa TyOBI, YCIIHIIIIAB pe3Kui romoc Aseuna. Eie 1o cBoero BCTYMIEHUs Ha MPECTOIT 0 HEM
XOIUIJIO MHOXKECTBO ciiyxoB. OH ¥ ITpaBfa 06jIafal OTPOMHOM BIACThIO, HO B TO K€ BpeMs Y HEeTo
Ob1710 HU3KOE Mpoucxoxkaenue. Ecmu Asenn mokuHeT 6asl, He CTaHIIEBaB JOIKHEIM 00pa3oM, TO
JIFOOY, KOTOPEIE HEHABUMSAT €ro, 6YOyT ero pyrars.

«§1 mymarna, 4To ero mofgo0HOe He BOJIHYET».

CepeHa C XKaJIOCThI0 IIOCMOTPEIa Ha Hero — A3eufl IPONoJIKaJl TaHIIeBaTh, CTapasiCh TEPIETh 00JIb.



Eé Gecrokouso, 4To ero OhIXxaHWe CTaHOBUIIOCH TPEPLIBUCTHIM. PyKa, KOTOpas Kacanach €€ CIHHE,
CTaHOBUJIACh ropsyee.

<<CTp8.HHO, OH BE€b HE BEIIINII HU KallJIh aJIKOI'OJId...»

OmHaKO CUMIITOMHE A3ena OBIIM OYeHb IIOX0XKHU Ha Te, YTO OB B IIPOIIOH XKU3HU. [I0TOM OHa
yBHMEIA, YTO Y HETO MOKPACHEJIO TOpsI0. JTO OblIa ajyleprudeckasi peakius. YBUOEB 3HAKOMbIE
cUMIITOMEI, CepeHa yBepeHHO CIIPOCHUIIa.

— YT0 BHI €111 Ilepef TeM, KaK IIPUUTH Ha OaHKEeT?

— XM... { HHUYero He en.

— IlogymaiiTe nyyrre.

— Ecnu mopmymMath, y MeHS IIepecoxJio B TOpJie, U S BRI ONUH OOKall...

«Bcé-Taku OH er0 BBHIITUII».

CepeHa HEeMHOTO IMoMe[nJjikjia, X0TA TOYHO 3Hajlld IIPUYKUHY 3TUX CUMIITOMOB.

— Her, HykHO IpsIMO cefiyac MOUTH Ha Teppacy, YToOH 5 CMOTJIa OKa3aTh BaM IIEPBYIO TOMOIIIb. ..

OHa mombITanack OTOABUHYTHCS, HO A3eu] C CUJION MPUTSHY e€ K cebe U yIpsiMO CKas3a:

— He xouy. He menait 3T0TO0.

Bonbuias pyka Aseuga He gaBana CepeHe nomeBenuThCs. Ero Temo, KOTOpoe A0 9TOr0 COXPaHsIo
OUCTAHIINIO, Temeps OblI0 oueHb 6m3Ko. OHa Oblla CIIOBHO B ero 00bsATHSAX. Teno A3euna MmoyuTu
KacaJIoCh KOHYMKa €€ Hoca. Pyka, Kpemko JepzKaBias €€, MejKo apoxkasa. CepeHa HaIpsriiach.

«ITomoxpauTe, eMy faxe CTOATH CAaMOCTOSATEIBHO TPYAHO?»

[TpucMoTpeBIIKUCH TOBHUMaTeNNbHEE, CepeHa MOHsIa, YTO A3eU] OIUPAETCS Ha Hee.

«Y®, 9TOT cCyMacuIe Ny MallAeHT...»

CepeHa He IIOHKMaJla T'JIyIIOTO IIOBEeJEHUA Azeupa. Tem He MeHee OHa He MOTJla OCTaHOBUTHCS U3-3a
BEIPDazKE€HUs ero JInIlla.



«Kak s MOTy CKa3Th «HET», CMOTPS Ha 9TO JIULIO?»

CepeHa He CMOTJIa yIepXkaThCs ¥ mpou3Heciaa. OHa ¢ caMOro Havasla XfaJa, YTO CIOXKUTCS
CUTYyalus, B KOTOPOM UMIIepaTop He OyMET e€ CyIIaThCs.

— Bairie BennuecTBo, Brl BUOUTE MEeOaIbOH Ha MoeH Iee?

— MepganwoH?

Azeup IIOCMOTPEII Ha LIer0 CepeHbI. Ha eé kojbe OBl HpI/IerHJ'IéH MealbOoH.

— [Ila, B HEM 00e3007KBalollee Ha 9KCTPEeHHHIH ciy4ail. Ceiiyac s HeHaforo y6epy pyky...

CepeHa [1ake JOTOBOPUTH He yCIIeNa, Kak A3euf] HaKJIOHUIICS K €€ 1ee. 3aTeM, He KOne6IsiCh, OH
IIPUKYCHUII MEOabOH.

—m

CepeHa OT youBJieHUs 3aTauia ObixaHue. [I0TOMY 4TO OH CITy4ailHO KOCHYJICA €€ Ieu. Yepes
HEKOTOpOe pa3falcs JIA3T, U IUI0Jig, KoTopas Obljla BHYTPY MefaliboHa, CKOJIb3HYJIa B pOoT A3euna.
Ero KaAbK OOuH pa3 gEPHYIICH.

— Qyx, — Bckope A3ewup 3abiman KoMbopTHee, YeM paHbline. — [Toxoxke, s Oyay Kuth. Kaxercs,
3TO OBICTPOMENCTBYIOIIEE JIEKAPCTRO.

— Yto Takoe?

— Hwuuero.

CepeHa HaxMypuiach ¥ CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

«OH MeHs Hamyram».

CepeHe MMOKa3aI0Ch, YTO OH MafiaeT, Korga A3eun NpuOIU3UiICS K Hel, ¥ OHA MOoAyMaja, 9YTo
UMIIePaTOp Celyac MmoTepsieT CO3HaAHUe.

«Heyxemnu maxe pyKy BO BpeMsI TaHLla OTIYCTUTH Obs10 Henb3sg? W BcE paBHO. He mymana, 4To OH
MEHS YKYCHUT».



CepeHa CMYIIIEHHO ITOAXKasa Tr'yoh.
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