— O, npaBma? Kto? — rnasa Mapu cpa3dy ke 3a01ecTenu.

— Ou, MBI yKe npuiuy, — ckasana CepeHa, KOTra OHUA KaK pa3 BOBpPeMs IIOAOLIIA K KOMHATE,
OTKpEHIA [IBEPh U 3aHec/ia KOP3UHKY BHYTPb.

Mapu nopounta 6/11Ke ¥ TPOROIZKKIIA PACCIIPOC.

— CepeHa, Tak KT0 3T0? A? KTO X)K€7?

— XM.

CepeHa Ha MTHOBeHME 3afiyMajiach, CTOUT JIX €¥ 3TO rOBOPUTh. OTHAKO 3TO OBIJIO CIMIIKOM JINYHOE,
¥ OHa He MOTIJIa CKa3aTh UMeHH. [laxe ecyu el ObI HEHaBUCTEH uMmnepaTop, CepeHa He XoTena
TOBOPHUTb HUYETO O ero JTUYHOM KU3HU.

— Hy, s He Mory Tebe cKa3aTh.

— Cepena?

— Ho ecnu ThI BHUMATENHHO K HEMY IIPUCMOTPHIIBCS, TO IIOWMEIb. ThH 2Ke caMa CKa3aJjla, YTO BOKPYT
HEro He TaK MHOT'0 XKEeHIITUH, BePHO?

— JTO0 TaK, HO...

— MoxeT OBITh, TEI €€ 3Haelllb.

«JIrocu KapTep 4acTo IpUXOOUT B UMIIEPATOPCKUM OBOPEI».

CepeHa ynbIOHYIach, TOBOPS PO ce0st mocnenHue ciaoBa. OHa cobupanach MPOMONIKUTE
HCClIeNoBaHue, MPUMAs K cebe B KOMHATY.

— Cnacu6o, 4TO moIia BMecTe co MHOM. BoT, mogapok, — cka3asna CepeHa, focTana U3 KapMaHa
JIMMOHHYI0 KOH(ETY U IPOoTsAHyIa Mapu.

YV Heé Bcerma moy pyKo# Oblyiv KOHGETH ¥ II0KOJal, IIOTOMY YTO OHA BOCIIMTEIBala pe0eHKa-
uMIlepaTopa. Mapu, Mony4yuBIIas jJefaeHel], IolepeMeHH0 CMOTpelia TO Ha KoH(eTy, To Ha CepeHy.

— Tloka.

Cepena nnomaxajia pyKOU U 3akKphlja ABepb. Mapu Kakoe-TO BpeMS CTOsIa Ieper OBEPhI0 MOI4a,



BUOWMMO 3aJyMaBIINCh, a 3aTEM BHE3aAIIHO HpOGOpMOTaHa cebe 1ofI HOC.

— 4 pymaro, AHHa cKa3aa npasgy!..

[ITexu Mapu BCIBIXHYNH OT BoIHeHUs. OHa BCIIOMHUIA, YTO AHHA CKa3aja el B IIOCJIeIHUM pa3 0
CepeHe u nMIepaTope.

«— Mapu, g y3Haja OTIMYHYI0 HHOOPMAIIUIO».

«— YTo0 Tam 3a uHGOPMAILKS, YTO TH TaK B3BOJIHOBaHA? E€ MOXKHO IpomaTh?»

Cnyru yacTo ImpofiaBasy IeHHYI0 nH(OopMalKio apucToKparaM. [109TOMy IEPBLIM [I€JIOM OHa
cpocumna 00 3ToM. AHHa, KOTopasi 00BIYHO 3/IHMJIach ¥ TOBOPHIa: «Jla 3a KOT0 TH MEHS
IPUHUMAEITh?», HE0XKUIaHHO TIOHU3HUIA I'0JI0C U CKa3asa:

«— IT0... OTHOIMEHNUS MeZXKIOYy BPpa4OM UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ABOPIIa U Ero BennuecTBOM HEOOBIUHEIE».

«— YTO THI UMeEeIIb B BUAY IOl «HEOOBIYHEIE?»

«— $1 mymaro, 4TO OHU MTPOBENIM HOYbL BMECTe!»

«— O 4yeM THI TOBOPHUIIL? A YTO HAaCYET rpaduHu?»

«— TrI BCE emlé Hafeembes, uTo rpaduns u Ero BenuuyectBo 6yayT BMecTe?»

«— Tumie, AHHa».

«— Kak 0wl TO HI 6131]'[0, 9TO TOYHO. 4 ChbIlIaga CBOUMU ylIaMu, 9YTO OHH TaHO BCTpEYaJIuCh».

«— Jlymato, T ceOe CHOBa BCE HadaHTa3upoBasa».

«— Thl TpaBOa cobupaelnbecs Tak ceds BecTU? B 3TOT pa3 51 yBepeHa».



Torma Mapu gymarna, 4To AHHa, CKOpee BCETo0, OISATh BCE HellpaBUIbHO NoHsIa. KpoMe Toro, Mapu
Obla u3 rpynmnsl «JIunuas» (rpyma jrofel, xKennaiomux, 4To6s! JIunu u Aseun Obiid BMecTe), a AHHa
— u3 «Jlununeo» (rpymnmna aiofeH, xenaoux, 4To0wl JIunu u JleoHapn OBIIE BMeCTe).

Mapu mymarsa, 4To 3TO 3ar0oBOP C IIeJIbl0 YOeouTs e€, uTo JIunma3 HeBo3MoXKeH. [109ToMy OHa He
ctana cnymath AEHY. Ho Mapu TONIBKO 4TO BCE CbllIana u3 ycT CepeHbl, HeIOCPEOCTBEHHOT O
y4acTHUKa!

«YBepeHa, YTO ei CTHIAHO OBIIO TOBOPUTH IIPSIMO, TIO3TOMY OHA TOJIBKO HaMEKHYJIa, 9YTO 3TO OHa».

Mapu npukycuia HUKHIOI I'y0y ¢ B3BOJIHOBAHHEIM JIMIIOM.

«A 51 He 3Hana 9Toro u ropopuna ¢ Cepenoii o rpadute Jloyann. Bot uguortka!»

Mapu ynapumna cebst magonbio 1o rydam. E€ 6pocusno B Ipoxkb, KOTla OHa BCIIOMHHKTIa ux 6Geceny u
YTO YyTh HE BhI3BAJIa HEJOPA3yMEHHEe MeXOY ABYMS JIIOIbMU, KOTOPHIE YKe CTali Mapoi, yIIOMSIHYB
rpaduHo.

«Ceryac He BpeMsa. MHe Hy>KHO IIOTOBOPUTEL C AHHOU!»

[Tomymarna Mapu u pa3MepeHHO IMOIITa o KOpuaopy. Takum 06pa3oM, HeIIOHUMAaHKe ABYX
TOPHUYHBIX TOJIBKO YCHUITUIOCE.

*kkokekk

Bckope mocrie Toro, Kak CepeHa BHIIIIA Ha 3aJTUTYIO CONTHIIEM Teppacy C I[BETaMH, KOTOphHIe OHa
TIOJTy4nyIa OT MapH, 4TOOb pa3BeCUTh UX, PA3TaliCs CTYK.

— Br1 3gech?

BMecTe co CTyKOM MOCTBIIIAJICS 3HAKOMBIN royioc. CepeHa MOCIeIIHO OTPSAXHYJIa IbUIb C I1aThd U
OTKpBLIa OBepb. B mBepsx ctosan peikuu Jleonapn Kaptep.

— Cop Jleonappn? Kakumu cynpbamu?

— Bac umet Ero BenuuecTBo.



— Meuga?

— [la, OH cKa3aJl, 4To IJI0X0 ce0s 4yBCTBYET.

— XopoI11o, Toraa UaéM IPSMO ceryac.

YcnmimaB mpo HemoMoranue, CepeHa B3sijia CBOI0 MEIUIIMHCKYIO CYMKY M MOJT4a II0C/IefjoBaia 3a
Jleonapmom. MmepaTop peko UCKas e€ MePBLIM, TO3TOMY €€ cepplle KOJIOTUIIOCh TaK, CJIOBHO
CIIYYHUIIOCh YTO-TO BaxKHOe. [IyMasi 0 BCEBO3MOXKHEIX METOMIaX JIeUeHUs, OHa 3aTr0BOPUIIA:

— Hackonbko emy HEX0poO1IO?

— A, 3T0. Ha caMoMm merne HUYEro CTPalIHOTI 0, ITPOCTO CKA2KUTE, YTO BHI IIPUIIJIN OJIsA OCMOTPA.

—Yr0?

CepeHa CKJIOHHUJIA T'OJIOBY, I'afidsi, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUT. YTO 3HAYUT «HUYETO CTpaliHoro», eCjiu OH 6omen?
3aTreM HGOHapJI HEJIOBKO YJ'IBI6HYJ'ICFI " CKa3all:

— Ha camoM perne, mpuiies HEOXUIAHHBIN I'OCTh. Y ero Helb3s Tak MPOCTO BHITHATH.

— OvyeHb BaXXHHIM apUCTOKPAT, BEPHO?

Korpa CepeHa TaKkTU4YHO OTBETHUIIA, JIeOHapH KOPOTKO KUBHYIL.

— ITa, Ero BenuyecTBo 13-3a 9TOr0 MOXKeT ObITh HEMHOT'O B IIJIOXOM HaCTPOEHUH, IIPOIITY 3apaHee
MEHS ITPOCTUTE.

3arem JleoHapp ckasan: «I[loxkanyicTa, M103a00ThTECH 0 MOEM PEOEHKE», ¥ CKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY.

«A KoTrHa 9TOT YEPTOB UMITepPaTOP OBIJT B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUU ?»

CepeHa CoepzXKaJlaChb U HE 3a[Jajla 3TOT BOIIPOC B OTBET.

«Ecnu 51 ckaxy 970 JleoHapAy, DOUAET U 9T0 0o A3leupa? Kpome Toro, HaselBaTh UMIIEPATOPA
«4YEPTOBHIM» — 3TO OCKOPOJIEHNE UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH, II03TOMY TOJIBKO S ¥ IIOCTPAialo».

CepeHa CHa4aJla CIIPOCHJIA, KTO TaM.



— U KTO Xe rocTh?

— Jlegu Odenus 'puHByL.

— A-a.

Cepena nokauaJsa roJI0BOM C IOHMMAKIIUM BrIpakeHueM nuia. OHa yxKe 3Hajla, 4To A3eun O4eHb
CUJIbHO HeHaBupen nenu I'punByn. TouHee rOBOps, OHa eMy He HpaBWJIaCh, IOTOMY 4TO Oblla
«Jouepsio repuora ['puaByna».

— ITo3BobTE MHE CHaYasia MPOBEPUTH CUTYAIIUIO BHYTPH.

JleoHapp Temno yneIOHYICS U, IOCTy4aB, Bolles B KOMHATy. CepeHa HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl Kaajla
CHApYXH, ¥ BOPYT BHYTPU CTaJIO IIYMHO.

3BsK!

— A-a!

— Barme BenunuecTBo!

Bcnen 3a kpukoMm Odesun mOCbIIIancs HaCTONYUBEINA royioc JleoHapaa.

«Heyxenu!..»

— Y, 51 neficTBUTENEHO HE MOTY HE TIOCMOTPETh.

CepeHa OTKpEITa IBephb 6€3 CTyKa, HafesCh, YTO UMIIEPATOP He MOTepsiyI CO3HAHMUe.

kxkckekk

BepHEMCS Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3af.

Azeup yCcTaBUJICS Ha XeHIMHY mepen HuM. OHa CuMieNla Ha CBOeM MeCTe, POCKOIIIHO 0f[eTasi, YTOORI
XOPOIIIO BHITTIAETH B TIa3aX UMIIepaTopa. I1007 IaThs pa3myics, Kak BO3MYLIHEIM [Iap, 0TYEro Ha
OHO BHITJISIIEJI0 HeyOoOHO.



— YT0 TaKoe IPOM3OIIIIO, UTO THI IPHIIIA, HE COOBINUB 3apaHee?

A3enp OB B IIJTOXOM HAaCTPOEHWH M3-3a BU3WTA HE3BAHOU IroCThU. OOBIYHO B UMIIEPATOPCKUN TBOPEI]
HeJb3s ObLI0 BOMTH 6e3 pa3pelleHus: uMieparopa. [IoToMy 4To Henb3s1 OBII0, YTOOBI KTO YTOJHO MOT
IPUXOOUTH K UMIIEPATOPY.

Ho XeHIMHa, KOTOpas cufesia mepeq HuM, Hocuna Gamumnuio [pUHBY/, ¥ OHa ITOYEMY-TO PEIIUa,
YTO MOZKET CBOOOIHO IPUXOAUTH BO ABOPETI.

<<1"p1/1HBym>1 TO2XKe€ Y4aCTBYIOT B IIOATOTOBKE 3TOT0 0aHKeTa, BHUOWMMO, OHAQ IIPHUIIlIa CIOA4, UCIIOJIb3yd
9TO B Ka4Ye€CTBE IIPEeanora».

Azeup KOCHYyJICS HOIIETO Ji0a, rafgasi, YTo el MoHago0uI0Ch B UMIIEpaTOPCKOM fiBopiie. CTporo
TOBOPS, OHa IIpUIJia He coOBceM 0e3 pa3pelleHus, OH caM fan el noBon. Ho A3enuny He MOHPABUIIOCE,
YTO OHA IIPUKPHIBAJIACh CBOEN CeMbeit. ITO OBITI0 OUEBUIHO, eMY faXKe CIIpallBaTh He Hafo OBLIO.
OH cpa3y xKe CIIPOCUII, YTO €€ MPUBEJIO K HeMy, Jaxe He 3mopoBasichk. Odenus [puHBYL Tydye3apHO
yNbIOHYyTack, HECMOTPS Ha NpeHeOpexkeHue Aseupa.

— 41 3aexaja B UMIIEPATOPCKUI OBOPEI] 110 IejlaM U X0TeJla 3arasaHyTh K Ero BenwuecTBy. 4 mpuimia
CIOfla TOCMOTPETh, Ha MeCTe JIX BhI, ¥, K CYACThIO, MBI C BAMHU HE PA3MHUHYIIHCh.

— 4 mpuHecsna BaM B IIOfApPOK BapeHbe U3 GPYKTOB, KOTOpoe Kynuia B Koponesctse ®uoH, OHO
O4YeHb BKYCHOE.

Korma Odenus KuBHYIa, €€ KaMEPUCTKA, CTOSINAS PSIOM, MPOTSHYTa A3euay KPaCUBO YIIaKOBAHHYIO
KOpoOKy. TOT KMBHYJI U axe He MOAyMaJl OTKPHITh IIOJAPOK. Korma kaMepucTKa IOCTaBUIIa KOPOOKY
Ha cton, Odemnus crnpocuna:

— XoTuTe monpoboBaTh?

— ITo3xke, — KOPOTKO OTKa3asl A3eup 1 3eBHYIIL.

OH BceM BUIOM IT0Ka3bIBaJ, 4TO eMy CKy4HO, HO Odemnuu OblJI0 BCE PaBHO, ¥ OHA CKa3ajla CBOeH
KaMepUCTKe.

— IIpuHecy 4alHBIM CEPBU3.

— JIa, Mucc.



KaMeprcTKa ITOCMOTPeIa Ha Heé ¥ OTCTYIKIIA Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB. A3eus 03afadeHHo B3TJISHYII Ha
Odenuio. OH SIBHO CKa3aJsl, YTO MOMPoOyeT MOAapoK MM03Ke, HO OHA He COTJIACHIIach C eT0 MHEHUEM.
Odenust MATKO MPOU3HECIIa, YYBCTBYS €r0 pa3fpaxKeHue.

— 4 xo4y caMa ITOATOTOBUTH BCE 11 Bac. 1 yBepeHa, uTo, ecnu Ero BenuyectBo monpoOyeT, TO BaM
TIOHPABUTCSI.

— ITloxoxke, 4TO Y BaCc 0ueHb MHOTO CBOOOIHOT'0 BpeMeHH, Jiefu ['pUHBYA, — SI3BUTEJIHLHO YIBIOHYICS
Azenp.

Odenus oTBeTHNA C YIBHIOKOH.

— Iy Bamero BenmnuecTBa s Bcerga cBoOOIHA.

[Tonsas, uto Odenuio, MoxXoxKe, 3TO He 3afiesno, A3enu HaxMypuJscs. BelIo 04eBUAHO, UTO OHA
3agymana. MecTo umnepaTpuilsl 66110 cBOGomHEIM, M Odenust meITanack ero 3aHATh. [ pUHBYIEL OBIITN
BBICOKOIIOCTaB/IEHHBIMM apHCTOKpaTaM#, KOTOphle BHECIIM CBOM BKJIaf B ocHoBaHKe Mmnepuu. Korma
Azeup OB eII€ IPUHIIEM, OH a’Ke CMOTPETh B UX CTOPOHY He MOT. Kak U Ha XeHIIUHY Ilepef HUM
TOXKe.

Azeupnly He HPABUJIMCh apPUCTOKPATHl, KOTOPHIE 3aI103/]aJI0 BUJIS/IM Iepel HUM XBoCTaMu. BracTs Gblsia
IenCTBUTENLHO Oecrosie3Ha. To, 4ero y Hero He OBIJIO0, KOT{la OH TakK CUJIBHO 3TOTO XOTeJI, Teleph
OBLIIO JTETKO 3arony4uTh. Ho 4TO emMy ¢ 3TOr0?

«Mosl MaMa yXke MepTBa».

JIutio Azenpa HeyJI0BUMO 10X0104e10. OH He MOT OCTYAUTh CBOU THEB, KANEBLINY BHYTPHU. Kormga
yMepJia ero MaTh, BCe OTBEPHY/KCh. He ObII0 apHCTOKPATOB, KOTOPHIE JKeJTaTi HAaXOOUTHCS PSIOM C
[IaBIIKM, IIJIEHHBIM IPHAHIEM.

«Tak ObI7I0 paHbIie. Ho Kak Thl CMeelllb Tak cebs BeCTH cerdac?»

[Toxa A3eup neITancs yTUXOMUPUTE CBOY rHeB, Odenns 3aBapuiia 4ail B 4allHOM CEpPBU3€e, KOTOPHIU
el mopana KamepucTtka. Korma oHa melTanack IOCTABUTh YAIIKy IIepe] UMIIePaTOpOM, OH He
BBIEpKAaJ U BCTal.

— W3BWHM, HO S BHIIBIO Yal B CIIETYIOUIUN pas.
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