— OcTtanoBucs! Kuc-kuc!

CepeHa cepauTo CyHyIa 6yMaru, KOTOpkle fiepxkaJjla B pyKe, B CyMKY U II0CJIefiloBajia 3a Cepou
Kommkoi. OHa IofflymMaJa, 4To YIIYCTUT €€, eCJId XOTh HEMHOT0 3afiepkuTcs. CepeHa He 3Hala,
CKOJIbKO OHa TIpeciiefioBajia KOIaynii XBOCT, KOTOPHIN IIPEANoYrTaa KyCTH, a He IOPOory.

— ITonanacs!

CepeHa efiBa ycIiejia IoiMaTh KOIIKY. B e€ Bojiocax yzKe 3amyTaluCh IUCThS U TPaBa.

— OW, THL... { mBITamack OBITH MUJIOM C TOOOM, a THI MeHsT 0O0Kpasa?

— May.

Korga CepeHa mogHsiia KOIIKY ¥ Hayajla €€ pyraTh, Ta CTajla COMPOTUBISATHCS. Y HEE OblIn
OeccThlKUe TJ1a3a, CJIOBHO OHa HU B YeM He Obllla BUHOBaTa. Kpyrible ria3a ycraBuiuch Ha Cepeny.

«Jlymaelrb, ecnu Thl MUJIasi, TO Tebe BCE MOXKHO?»

CepeHa mmoKayaJsia TOJI0BOM, He JaB ce0s1 00MaHyTh Komaubel MunoTe. OHa AyMasa, Kak HaKa3aTh ee€.

— Krt0 BBHI Takas?

Kakoii-To MyKurHa HaCTOPOXKeHHO cMoTpenl Ha CepeHy. AKKypaTHO 3aBS3aHHbIE TEMHO-CUHNIE
BOJIOCHI TpeneTanu Ha BeTpy. Cepkle Tila3a OBIIM IPUKOBAHE K KUBOTHOMY.

— Brl uMeeTe Kakoe-TO OTHOIIEHNEe K MOEU KOIIKe?

Cyns 1o ero B3rIsAAy, OH, I0X0xkKe, ITpUHsAI CepeHy 3a MOXUTUTENIbHUIY KOIIKKA. BO3MOXKHO,
MyK4YMHa BCE HEIIPABUIIbHO MTOHSJI M3-3a €€ YTPOKAaIOIIero BrpaxkeHus nuila. CepeHa moxarsa
njedaMu U CKasasa:

— B&I Bi1amenel KOMKu?

— Bepso.

— He noiiMuTe MeHSsI HepaBWIbHO. £ He coOupasnachk IPUYNHATEL BPeN Balllel KOIIKe.

Korga CepeHa 0CTOPOKHO ITepefana KOUIKY, MyXK4YuHa B3sJT e€. 2KHBOTHOE Kal00HO MSIYKHYIIO U
00Hs7T0 cBoero xo3suHa. OT 9TOTro elé cumbHee Ka3aioch, 4To CepeHa X0Tela CelaTh ed 4TO-TO



IJI0X0€.

— Ha camom pene, aTa xuTpas KOIIKa CXBaTUJIa MOM Bellly U y0exkara.

—A.

CepeHa B3MaxHyJla MOKPBEIM OT CJIIOHBI TUCTOM Oymaru. MyKunHa, 3a103ano coo0pa3uBIINiA, B UEM
Iienio, HaMePEeHHO ITOCMOTPE Ha KOLIKY CEePOUTHIM B3TJISIIOM.

— IupoxkoK, 51 3xKe ropopus Tebe HU Ha KOT0 He 6pocaThCs.

— May.

Komrka kano0HO MSYKHYIa, CJIOBHO e¥ ObII0 00MIHO, U CXKaja PYKy MYKYMHBL. TOT cpa3y xke
pacTasi.

«Bnagenen oueHb MATKUM. Tak OymeT CI0KHO U30aBUThL €€ OT 3TOM IPUBBIUKH...»

CepeHa MmoTepsijia MHTepeC K 9TUM OBOMM U IIPOBEPHUIIA, ey I HOKYMeHT. K coxkaneHuio, YepHuia
pa3Masaiuch OT CITIOHBI KOIIKY M3-3a YeTr0 HEKOTOPBIe YacTH OBIJI0 TPYOHO pa3obpaTs. CepeHa
ITPUILYPUIACh, THITASICh ITPOYECTh, YTO TAM HAMKMCAHO, TIOTOMY YTO e OBITIO JIeHb BO3BPAIIATHCS 3a
eIllé OOHOM KOIIHeH.

— JlaiTe MHe.

MyxK4rHa IPOTSAHY PYKY U MOIPOCUI JOKyMeHT. CepeHa CKJIOHMIIa TONIOBY U CIIPOCHTIA B OTBET:

— Ho aTo xe moe?

— ¢ 3Har.

— Torpa nouemy...

— 4 BEPHY €r0 B IIEPBOHAYAJIbHOE COCTOSAHUE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO XK€ BHHA MO€H KOIIKH, —
HEO0XKHNIOaHHO CKa3aJl MyXK4Y¥Ha 1 B34JI U3 eeé PYK JIUCT.

— 2-o11!

CepeHa youBUIIaCch U IOIMKITAIAaCh BO3PA3UTh, HO MyKYKWHA CHSJI TepyaTku. Ha THIIBHOM CTOPOHE ero
JIeBOY PYKH OBLI BEII'PABUPOBAH CepeOpsHBIN repo.



— [BoccTaHoBneHue].

Korpa MyxunHa IPOU3HEC 3TO CNIOBO, repb 3aropesncs 6eneiM. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs JOKYMEHT
CHOBAa CTas Kak HOBHI. [Toka CepeHa yAUBIANach 3TOMY, MyK4YiHa CHOBa Haflell IepYaTKU U
IIPDOTSHYJ €U JIUCT.

— KommeHcarus 3a HaHeCEHHEBIH yImepo.

— 9M... bnarogapio Bac.

CepeHa IIPpHHAIQ OOKYMEHT C O3aJa4Y€HHBIM BHJOM. OH OBl TIIAaTEJIbHO BOCCTAHOBJIEH, HUKTO OBl 1
He CKa3alJl, YTO TOJIBKO 4YTO JIUCT OBLT MOKPEIM.

— 9T0 YOUBUTEIIBHO. Bl'IepBI:Ie BUXKY Malr'vio C TaKUM anI/I6YTOM.

— OTO HUYTO II0 CPABHEHUIO C OPYTUMU YMEHUSIMU.

—Vx JIy4dIie 3TO, 4eM COBCEM HE UMEThb CIIOCOOHOCTEH.

Korpma CepeHa oTBeTuna ¢ ynel0Koii, My>K4rHa MOPTrHYJ. CJI0BHO OH He OXKHUAAN YCIbIIaTh TaKOH
oTBeT. B aToT MoMeHT CepeHa ITOCMOTpPETIa Ha YackH], Kak OyITO YTO-TO BCIIOMHMIIA. [IpubnuKanock
BpeMs [laBaTh UMIIEPATOPY JIEKAPCTBO.

— O 6oxe, mpocTuTe, HO MHe mopa uaTtu. Cracubo Bam!

CepeHa B3MaxHyJla JOKYMEHTOM U Opocuiack B KOpuAop. MyxK4rHa IPUCTaIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee.
B 9T0T MOMeHT [IMPOKOK YTO-TO BBIIIIOHYJIA. 30JI0TOM CBePKAIOIINHi 3HAaYOK. ITO OBITT 3HAK
HmnepaTtopckoro geopia. [Toxoxe, 0OHa cXBaTuja ¥ 3HAYOK BMeCTe C TUCTOM OGymaru. MyxK4uHa ¢
pacTepssHHLIM BUJIOM BepTeIl ero B pykax. Ha o6opoTe Ovino Hanucano «CepeHa BuHceHT».

— XM? YV BunceHTa Obl/Ia €11€ ogHa J04Yb?

MyzK4rHa HaKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY U CYHYJI 3HA4OK B KapMaH. OH ITofyMaJl, YTO BEPHET ero, Koraa
IIPECTaBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTE.

X X x

[Tpu6sIB BoBpeMs, CepeHa Bolilna B KAOMHET C YalllKOHM JeKapCcTBa BMecTo (ppeinuHbl. [ToToMy 4TO,
€CJId OHa JacT eMy OTBap caMa, OH BHIITbET er0 OBICTPee, YeM eCJIU OTHaTh ero KOMY-TO eIll€.



Azeupn cumgern, OTKMHYBIINCH Ha CIIMHKY CTYyJIa C 3aKPBITBIMHU I'JITa3dMH, BO3MOZKHO, YCTaB OT paGOTBI.
CepeHa l'IpI/I6J'II/IBI/IJ'IaCB K HEMY U IIOCTaBHJIA IIOOJHOC Ha CTOJI. Bupumo, on KPEIIKO CIIald, IIOTOMY 4YTO
He CIJIBIlIall, KaK OHa II04O0IIIa. CepeHa ayMaria, 6YI[I/ITB ero Uiy HerT.

— M-M-M, — A3eup; HaxXMypHUJICA ¥ 3aCTOHAJL.

Ha J'[6y Y HEro BRICTYIIUII XOJIOMHBIX TOT. CepeHa YOUBUIIACH U IIOIIBITANIAaCh JOTAHYTBECA OO HETO.

— He yxopu.

Cnsamun Aseup Kpenko cxBaTuil CepeHy 3a Tanuoo. OHa OLIEeIOMJIEHHO II0OCMOTPETIa Ha HET'O CBEPXY
BHU3. Bcé emié nmocanwiBasi, Aseun o6HuMan CepeHy.

«4 TpOCTO THITanach pa30dyauTh BaC».

Pactepsunas CepeHa, moliMaHHas A3euoM, IoaxKaa I'yosl.

— 9, Baire BennyecTBo? — mo3Bajia OHa €ro, HO peaKnuu He II0CIenaoBallo.

OH oueHb Kpemnko nepxarn e€. CepeHa NONLITalach BEIPBATLCS, HO Y HEE€ HUUETO He BBIIIIO.
Kaszanoch, 0H He OTIyCKasl YejoBeKa, KOTOPHIM IBITalICs yoexKaTh.

«Jla 4TO eMy TaKoe CHUTCS?»

CepeHa nepecTaa BHIPHIBATHECS U3 €T0 00BITHH U HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Habsonana 3a HuM. Eé
BHUMaHUE MIPUBJIEKIIM €0 MYIIHCTHE 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH. OHHU Ka3a/IMCh TAKUMHU MSITKUMH, YTO
CepeHe 3aX0TeJI0Ch MOTPOraTh uX. IMEHHO TOrfla OHa IMOYYBCTBOBAjla, KaK ApPoXKaT PyKu A3euna.

«—He yxomu».

VBupes ato, CepeHa BOPYT BCIOMHHUIIA, YTO OH CKa3aJ Iepes TeM, Kak O0HSITH eé.

«KTO XK€ eMy CHUTCA?»

Bups, Kak OH C TaKUM OTUYAsSTHHEM [epKaJiCs 3a Heé, MOX0XKe, 9TO ObIT 0UeHb JOPOTOH eMy YeIOBEK.



— XM-M-M, — u3gan Aseup 6071e3HEHHBIM CTOH, ITPOIOIXKast IPOXKaTh.

Ero noBepneHue, Kak y IIeHKa II0]] HOXKIEM, BEI3BAJIO ¥ HEE KAJOCTh.

«Huuero He momenaenib».

CepeHa 0CTOPOXKHO TIOTJIa[KJIa eTo II0 TOJI0Be, IHITAsICh YCIIOKOUTSE CIsInero Aseusa. E€ mambIrsl
KOCHYJIMCh YeTr0-TO MIATKOro0. Ero BOJIOCH Ha OILIyTh OBITM TaKUMU XkKe, Kak 1 Ha Buf. CepeHa
MeIJIeHHO yBIOHYIach ¥ THXO MPOIIENTaa:

— He BOJIHYyUTECE.

— 41 He cobupalock HUKYOaA YXOOUTh, ITI0OKa He cracy Baie BenuuecTso.

KoHeuHO, OHa 3Haja, 4TO A3eu[ He e€ MMPOCUTT He YXOOUTh, HO IIPOCTO CKa3asna 3To. M B 3TOT MOMEHT,
CIIOBHO TIPUCIYIIABIIMCH K Hel, UMIIepaTop MeAIeHHO Pacciabul pyku. 3aTeM Tenno A3euma
B3[IPOTHYJIO ¥ HAMPATIIOCE. [I0X0Ke, OH IPOCHIITACS.

Bckope OTKPBITUCH €T0 MJIOTHO 3aKPHITHE rofiyOble ria3a. CepeHa IOCMOTpPesa Ha HET0 CBepXy BHU3
¥ cKasasa:

— Bwu1 npocHynuce?

— Ecmu mpocHyuCh, MOXKeTe, IT0XKaTyHCcTa, OTIYCTUTh MEHS?

— Kak aTo...

Azeup mocMoTpen Ha CepeHy KPYTrIbIMU Ti1a3aMu. [10xX0xe, OH OBIJT CMYILIEH, VBUAEB, TPOCHYBIIHUCH,
e€ B cBoux 00bsATUSAX. KpoMe Toro, pyka CepeHbI Jiexkasia Ha rojioBe Aseupa. Korga uMmnepartop
3aMep, IOTePSIB Jap pedu, oHa yOpaa PyKy, IOSCHUB:

— MHe n0Ka3anoch, YTO BaM CHUTCS KOoIIMap.

3ateMm CepeHa cxBaTuia PyKy A3enfia, iexKaBIIyio Ha €€ Tanuu, U yopasa ee. Bce eme
OLIIEJIOMJIEHHBIM UMITEPATOP IIOKOPHO OTOABUHYIICS. OH He OB YBEPEH B TOM, YTO IMMPOCHYJICS, U ObLI
YIOUBIIEH CIIOXKUBIIENCS cuTyaruei. C TpymoM Ipunas B cedsi, A3euy CIIPOCHIT:



— TMouemy TH 3meCh? Ecnu 3TO 1M3-3a MPOTYIIKH, S IPOMYIIY €€ CeTOmHS...

— 4 3pech He pagu IpPOryJIKy.

CepeHa cierka rnokavaja rojloBOM ¥ MIPOTSHYyJIA YAIIKy C 0TBAPOM. A3eH[] YTKHYJICS B3TJISOM B
CTOJI, CJIOBHO TaM He Ha 4TO OBUIO CMOTDETE.

— 41 BBIMIBIO 3TO MOTOM, OCTaBb 3TO TaM.

«Pa3s €My CHHUJICA IIJIOXOU COH, 3HAUUT Y HEro IMOHU3HUJIOCh OAaBJIEHUE».

CepeHa TIpOTsHYIa A3euay 0TBAp ¥ TBEPHO IIPOU3HECTIA:

— JlekapCTBO HYKHO IIUTh TEIIHIM.

— 41 certuac 3aHAT.

— He gymato, 94TO 3TO CTOUT TOBOPUTE YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIHM TOIBKO UTO CIIall.

Korpa CepeHa OTKpPOBEHHO Cha3BUIa, A3enp HaxMmypuiics. Ilocne gonrou urpkel B rnsagenku, CepeHa
yNBIOHYIaCh ¥ CKa3ana:

— Ecnu B He XOTUTE MUTH 9TO CaMM, MOXKET MHE BacC IMOIOUTE?

— Taxk, a Tenepb CKaxure: «A-a». JIeKapCTBO JIETUT BaM MIPSIMO B POT.

Korpma CepeHa mpoTsiHy/Ia eMy OTBap, oOpaliasch Kak ¢ pe6EHKOM, A3euy] ITOCMOTpeT Ha Heé ¢
yctaBumM BumoM. OH He 3HaJ, OTKy[a OHA MOSIBUIAch, HO ObLI0 0ueBUAHO, 4TO CepeHa cuuTasa
uMIepaTopa cMemrHbiM. OHa cebs Bena ce0st HACTOIBKO abCypaHO HaXaslbHO, YTO A3eun He MOT
TIOHSATh, IOYEMY [0 CHX ITOP 9TO TEPIIHT.

— Twl ¥ TIpaBga...

[ToTepsB map peuu, A3enp B3I HaIIKy C 0TBApOM U BhIIUI ero. OH IjaHUPOBAs ORICTpee eé
BBITHATh, YTOOHI OHa He Mellana eMmy. Korga Aseup onyctommn dYamky, CepeHa IoxJionasna B JIafon
U MIPOTSHY/Ia eMy IIIOKOJaAKy.

— Brl Monozeni. A Teneps IOJapokK.



K HeMy OTKPBITO OTHOCHJIUCH KaK K PEOEHKY.
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