I[Tocne cnoB AHHBL A3enp 3amo3zasna BcnoMHun 0 Cepene. EMy mpuiiia Ha yM yTPEHHsIS CyeTa 0
TIOBOZY CMEHHI LITOP, II03TOMY OH [OTANaJICS U3-3a Yero IPOU3OLITH TePEMEHH.

«C camoro yTpa MogHsa myM. A IOTOM €eIIl€ BCE TIOMeHSsIIa».

Azeup oTman KOpOTKI/Iﬁ IIPpHUKa3, CJIOBHO AHHa cpenana 4yTo-To pa3gpazxKaloIee:

— ITomeHstit BCé oOpaTHO. CIUIIIKOM SPKO.

AnHa HEeOJOYMEHHO MOPIrHYyJIa, YCJIbIIIAB peLHHTeHBHBIfI T'OJIOC UMIIEPATOPA.

«Bboxe moi1, Ero BennuecTBo He 3HAeT 3HAYEHHUS ITUX 3aHABECOK?»

Ona 6blJTa HEMHOTO CMYIIeHa, TOTOMY 4TO AyMajia, 9YTO 9TH OBOE yxKe Bcé obcymunu. Yepes
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi AHHA CKa3asia OPOXKaIliM T'0JI0COM:

— 9r0... Mucc CepeHa cama y6pasa BCe 3TH CUJIBHO 3aTEHSIOINE IITOPHL.

—Yr0?

— [Ipomry npoiueHus.

AHHa CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, He 3Has, YTO feaTh. [laxe ecnu Ob UMIIepaTOp COesas Obl e BEITOBOP, el
OBLIIO HEYEero OTBETHUTD.

Tem BpeMeHeM A3enp X0NMOOHO YCMEXHYICs JoTomHOCTH CepeHbl. CITOBHO OH YETKO 3HAJ, YTO
CIIy4MTCSI, €CJIH TI0 €r0 YKa3aHHUI0 TOMEHSIOT IITOPH 06PaTHO.

«Ecnu g IIPUKAXKy WX 3adMEHHUTDH, OHA CHOBA IIOIIBITAETCSA UX ITIOMEHATH».

Azeuyi HECKOJIBKO pa3 XMBIKHYJI, 4YTO OBIJIO eMy HeCBOMCTBEHHO, OXKUAas CIeAYIoIel peakuu
Cepensl. 3aTeM AHHa CIIpOCHUJia €r0, HaJyBIIUCE.

— MHe cem4yac 9T0 caesnaTh?

«BbI 1 TIpaBOa XOTUTE UX MIOMEHSATH?»

AHHa yKpagKo# IIOCMOTpETIa B €r0 CTOPOHY, & A3eUN OTBETHUIL:



—...3a0ynb. OcTaBhb, KakK €CTb.

Ha ero ry6ax BOpyr mosiBuiach yiei0ka. AHHY 00pafioBajio Takoe IIOBEIEHNe.

«Ax, s monsina! OH cHesnan 3To HAPOYHO, IOTOMY YTO OOSITICS, UTO KTO-TO 3aMETUT, YTO 3TO IAapPHBIE
3aHaBeCKu!»

WmnepaTtop oka3acs Oonee 3aCTeHYUBEIM, 4YeM OHa JyMasia. AHHa yIbI0HyIach U BeCejlo OTBeTHUIIA:

— [la! Torma mo3BoJbTE YOATUTHCA.

[Tocne eé MBITKOTO 0TBeTa A3euf HeXO0TsI IIOCMOTPETT Ha Hee€.

«CeromHst OHA BHITIAOAT 0COOEHHO CYaCTIUBOM».

— Xopot1tio.

Korpma Azeup B0 B3MaxHYJ pyKo, AHHa nonsitunack. OH HampaBuJICS K KPOBaTH, YTO U OBLIO €ro
IIepBOHAYaIbHOU Ie/Ibl0. Kak BOPYT KOe-4TO IPUBJIEKIIO €T0 BHUMAaHUe.

«3JTO U3-3a TOTO, YTO MEHs C yTpa Myuuna CepeHa?»

Ero B3rnsig OblT IPUKOBAH K 3aHaBecKe. Mx ¢puoneToBHIM 1[BeT HanmoMHUI eMy 0 CepeHe. KoHeuHO,
3aHaBeCKHU OBIJIM CBETIIEEe, UeM IIBET €€ BOJIOC, HO, TI0X0Ke, OHU IIPUBJIEKIIN €T0 B3I, IIOTOMY YTO
TOXe OBITN «(PHOJIETOBHIMU». A 3aTeM 3a OKHOM A3eu[ yBUAEN KENThE [IBETH, KOTOPhe HallOMHUIIN
eMy 0 30JI0THIX r'71la3ax CepeHsl.

«—TIloyemy? Bac yousui ToT GakT, YTO Y MeHs, He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOT0 PeOEHKA, eCTh SIIP0 MaHKI?»

B eé ronoce He OBITIO THEBA, @ JIUI0 OBIO CIIOKOWHBIM, ITO3TOMY A3euf GBI EIII€ CUIIbHEE CMYIIEH.
OH He cobupasncs CBOUM BOIIPOCOM YHU3UTH €€ MPOUCX0oXKAeHUe. A3enun Toxke OBl
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHHIM PeOEHKOM, POXKIEHHBIM TOPHUYHOM, U €CNTH OBl 9TO OBITIO CAEIaHO
HaMEepPEeHHO, TO OH ObI IPUHU3UI U cebs TOXKe.

BEIIO yIMBUTENIBHO, YTO OHA MOTJIa MCIIOIh30BATh AP0 MAHH TaK, YTOOEI 00 3TOM He y3HaJl BUKOHT.
9TOo OBIJT OTPOMHBIM TaJIaHT, KOTOPOTO 2Kaxmas OBl 1000, HE3aBUCUMO OT €T0 MMPOUCXO0XKIEHHUS.



CornacHo nHGOpPMAIIUHU U3 TUYHOTO Aesa, CepeHa MOKUHYIA OTYUH JOM, KHUJIa B MAJIEHBKOM J0Me
omHa ¥ paboTana BpauoM. Eciu Gbl BUKOHT 3HAJI, YTO OHa IPOOYOuIach, OH Gkl HE TIO3BOJIUIT € 3TOTO
CHenarTh.

«YT0 9 3HA10 0 BUKOHTEe BuHcenre?»

Azeup pa3myMBIBaJl, CTOUT JIU Y3HATH O0JIbIe, U TOMMas ce0sl Ha TOM, YTO BCE BPeEMS IyMaeT O
CepeHe.

— Ceiliyac He BpeM4.

Azeup 3a0bI7T 0 CBOEM IIepBOHAYAILHOM 1Ie/IM ¥ COBEPIINII OMKOKY, IIOAyMaB O HeX. 3aTeM OH JieT Ha
KPOBaTh, YTOOH B3APEMHYTh, U HAKPHIJICS OHESITIOM.

Ho xpoBath ceromns Gblyia O4€Hb YIOTHOM. A3eul HEKOTOPOe BpeMs LIyIaj Ofesisio ¥ 60pMOTa:

— Yto? [ToueMy 0OHO Takoe MATKOE?

Bo3nyx B KoMHaTe ObLI JTyullle, ueM 00bI9HO. KpoMe Toro, omesisio OBII0 MATKUM U IIPUSITHEIM Ha
omIynb. Bcero-To moMeHsIK MTOPH! U MPOBETPIIM KOMHATY, HO OLIyIIeHNe CEIPOCTU UCYEe3TI0.

«A THI IONIE3HEE, YEM S AyMaJl».

Ha ry6ax Aseupa mosiBuiach CIIoKOMHas yibpiOKa. KoHeuHo, OH ObIJT 04eHb 3071, KOTfa IIPOCHYJICS
yTpoM. OHaKO BCTaB TaK paHO, A3eun] IIOYyBCTBOBAJ ce6s HEMHOTI'0 OTAOXHYBIINM. MMmeparop,
KOTOPHIN IIPUBHIK XXKUTh TaK, KaK €My X0TeJIOCh, He TaK YK IIJI0X0 OTHECCS K HeOOBI'YHOMY
BMelIaTenbCTBY CepeHBl.

Korma oH BeIXOTUIT U3 ce0s, TIOOKM U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOr0 ABOPIa 0OOBIYHO IMTPOCTO KIIAHSIIUCh U Jealu
TakK, Kak xoTen Azeun. Bce 60s11ch, 4TO, €CNIU CKaXkKyT €My CJIOBO IIOIIEPEK, TO ITIOTOM KOCTEH He
cobepyT. briarogapsi 3ToMy HUKTO He BMEIIHUBAJICS B €T0 JIEHUBYIO XKU3Hb.

X0Tsl OH OT pOXKAEeHUs ObII 0YeHb CIIOKOMHBIM, ¥ A3eua Oblyia 0cobast TPUYNHA MTPOAOJIKATh
IIPUTBOPSTHCS JIEHTSIEM [aXKe II0CJie TOT0, KakK OH CTasl uMmrepaTropoM. OH IOHSI OfHY BeIllb, KOTa
yBUEJT CBOUX MEPTBHIX OPATHEB U CECTEP.

«Ecu 4neH UMIIepaToOPCKOW CEeMbH CJTUIIIKOM BBIOEIISIETCS, TO apUCTOKPATEl HAUMHAIOT €ro
KOHTPOJIMPOBATH».

Ceiivyac oHM GOSITMCH CHJIE UMIIEPATOpPa ¥ HUYEro He MPeaIpHHUMAaIi, HO CO BpeMeHEeM IOMbITAI0TCS
KaK-HUOYOb CJIOMUTD BJIACTh UMIIepPaTOpa. Pas Tak, TO MOCTAaTOYHO IIPOCTO MIPUTBOPSATHCS XKATTKUM
MMIIePaTOPOM, YTOORI BCE AyMaJii, UTO UM He 0 4yeM 0eCIoKouThcs. [10aToMy A3euy IPUTBOPSIICS



JIEHTA€eM, C TeX II0P KakK B30IIEN Ha TPOH.

Ero cyxpneHre OBIIIO BEPHBIM, U B HACTOSIIIIEE BPEMsI UMIIEPATOP Aejial MHOTOe, YTOOH n30exkaTh
B3TJISIOB BEPXYIIKYM apucTOKpaTuu. Ecnu A3euy 9yBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHM HAYMHAIOT B HEM
COMHEBATLCS, OH IIPOCTO OTIIBHIPUBAJI OT ce051 MUCKY C e[oii U BEN ce0s1 KaK CKOTHHA, U BCE CTUXAIO.

«AX, oH CHOBA Tak cebst BemeT», — IOKAJIA OHH.

KoHe4HO, 3TO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €T0 XdpPaKTePy, IIO3TOMY OH HaCJIaXKOaJICA CYaCT/IMBOU IBOMHOU
ZKHN3HBIO.

[Toxa Aseun Bopodajcs B KPOBaTH, TO BCIIOMHHJI, KaKoi 3abaBHEbIM BUf Obln ¥ JIeoHapAa, KOraa OH
IIPUIIEN PacCMaTPUBATh TOCYOapCTBEHHEIE fiefla paHbllle, YeM ObIJIO 3amiaHuPOBaHO.

«— Baimre BennuecTBo, BEI 3ab601enu?»

Azeup HUKOTTa B XKU3HU He BUAen y JleoHapaa Takux 00JbInX ria3. ETo mOMOITHUK OBITT 04eHb
YVOUBJEH, IOTOMY YTO OH HUKOT[Ia He IMMPUXOAUI TakK paHo paboTaTh TeX MOP, KaK CTajl UMIIEPATOPOM.
OO6BIYHO A3eny CHOBA JIOXKHUJICS CIATh ITOCTIE OCMOTPA, TOBOPSI, UYTO OUEHb yCTall.

OpHako CerogHs OH CMOT 6bICTpO PEImNnTh OTIIOKEHHBIE TOCYTAaPCTBEHHBIE BOIIPOCEHI, ITIOTOMY 4YTO Y
Hero He 6oJjielia roosa. Iaxe y}KaCHBII;I HMIIEPATOP OOJIZKEH BHIIIOJIHATH CBOIO pa60Ty.

Ecnu Azeup peliuT paHO BCTaBaTh, TO IOUAYT CIIYXH, YTO €ro Bpay — OYEHb CTPAHHBINM YEJI0BEK.
KoneuHo, oH He OBIJT yBepeH, 4To OymeT Xopolio ce0s 4yBCTBOBATh, IIOTOMY YTO JIFOOUT ITOCIATH 110
yTpaM. A3enp MeJJIeHHO MOPTHYJI U 3aCHYII.

X X x

CepeHa 10-CBOEMY IIJIONOTBOPHO IIPOBOAKIIA CBOIO TPETHIO XKM3Hb. E€ TpeThst perpeccus
CYIIECTBEHHO OT/IMYAJIach OT IPEIbIAYIIHX.

Kak TonpKO OHA BOIIJIa B UMIIEPATOPCKUY OBOPEL], €€ BhIOpaIy BpauoM U Bpy4uiu uspuur. Cedac
651710 TOpa3no 00JIbIle BO3MOXKHOCTEN IJIsT MEMCTBUYM U BMeIIaTEIbCTBA, YEM PaHbIlle, KOTAa
CYIIeCTBOBaIO0 MHOXKECTBO OTPaHUYEHUH.



«Ecnu OHI 51 3Hama, YTO TaK 6y116T, coenana Okl 9TO PaHBIIE».

CepeHa HaMepeBajach MaKCMMaJIbHO MCII0Ih30BaTh IOJTyUYeHHYI0 BlacTh. Ha camoMm fierne, B IBYX
IpeIbIOYIINX KU3HAX OHA HalllJla oA CKa3Ku 0 60ye3Hu A3eupa. [1e10 B TOM, YTO CUMIITOMEI,
IIPELIECTBYIOUINE CMEPTH, ObITU CBSI3aHEI C TEMIIEPATYPOU Teja. Bcé 3To cTano pe3ynbraToM eé
TIOTIBITOK CITACTH €T0, XKePTBYSI CBOEH KU3HbIO.

Opmnako CepeHa, KOTOpas BO BTOPOUM PerpecCUy BOIIIa BO [IBOPEL] HA CAMOM HU3IIEN [OIXKHOCTH, HE
cMorJla 00HapyKHUTb, YTO 3a 60JE3Hb y UMIIEpaTOpa, XO0TS COCPeAOTOYMIach Ha CUMIITOMAax. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB OHa IIPOCTO IIpoMKcaja eMy TO, 4YTO el IpuKa3alid, a 3aTeM yMepJia, CJIOBHO OTOPOCUB XBOCT.

«Cymst o TOMy, 4TO g BUeJa B IOCTeTHUN pa3, JyMalo, IPpUYKHa B SIIPe MaHEL...»

Omus rom. Ecnu CepeHa He CMOXKET PeIIUTh MpoOIieMy 3a OJUH r'ofl, TO BCé Oe3HaméxkHO. IMmepaTop
¢ MoGOMBITCTBOM CITPOCHII, TOYEMY OHA IOIIPOCHIIA TAKOM CPOK, HO HAa CAMOM [ieJie, TPOCTO eMy
OCTAaJICST BCETO TOf.

CepeHa BOCIIOJTb30Balach CBOOOMHEIM BpeMeHEM, YTOOH! IIOCETUTh BEIOMCTBO, KOTOPBIN YIIPaBIIsSIET
UTaHWEM U JIeKapCcTBaMu uMiepaTopa. OHa X0Tesla MOCMOTPETD, ECTh JIM YTO-TO B €T0 efie, YTO
MOTJIO CTUMYJIUPOBATh SIAPO MaHHL.

— 4 xoTena OB TPOBEPUTH, YTO OOBIYHO €CT U KaKue JIeKapCTBa MPUHUMaeT UMIIepaTop.

— Ila, mogoXauTe MHHYTKY, — KOPOTKO OTBETHIJI KaMep-J’[aKefI, KOTOprﬁ O0TBE€Yall 3a IIPOOYKTH 1
JIEKAPCTBO, U CTAJl PEITECA B JOKYMEHTaX.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMdA OH CKOIIMPOBAJI M I1epegall CepeHe CIINCOK IIPOOYKTOB 1 JIEKAPCTB, KOTOPLIE
HeOaBHO €JI UJIK IIPUHKUMAJI Azeup.

— Cmacu60, — KOPOTKO OTBETUB, OHA B3si/la OymMaru u OTIIPaBUJIaCh B caf.

IIo e€ KOMHATHI OBLITIO HUOTH CIUIIKOM faneko. [loroma crosna sscHasd, II03TOMY JOKYMEHTEI
IIPOCMOTPETH MO2KHO OBLIO U Ha yIuie. CepeHa CceJjla Ha MoaxXoasaIIyro CKaMeﬁKy " Ha4dajla YUTaThb.

[TepBoe, 4TO OHa OTKPBIIA, — CIIMCOK IIPOAYKTOB, KOTOPhle A3eUN CheN 3a MOCIIeTHIH MecsI.
HmnepaTop oueHb MOAPOOHO 3alMMCHBAJ KaXKObM CBOM I1ar. CepeHa HEIOBOJIBHO LIOKHYIIA SI3BIKOM,
Ipexie YeM IePeBEPHYTh IEPBYIO CTPAHUILY.

— Boxe Mo, OH CITMIIKOM MHOT'O €CT CJagKoro. Y Hero OymeT nuaber.

CepeHa 6blna B IIOKE OT OTPOMHOTO KOJTMYECTBa fecepToB. CKopee BCETO, €My JaBajii BCE, UTO OH
TTPOCHIL.



«KT0 cocTaBmsist 9T0 MeHI0? Kakoro 4épTa fmeaa JueToJIor?»

K3-3a TOro, YTO OH €JI YaCTO CJIafiKOe U COJIEHOE, UMIIePaTopP He MOT CIIaTh II0 HOYaM, eCTECTBEHHO,
YTO M0 yTpaM Aseup ObLT CJ1a0BIM ¥ pa3IpazkKUTeTbHBIM.

«Hy, B 3TOi1 cCeMbe HUKOTA He OBIIO0 TOLIMX JIIONEN».

CepeHa ImoKayaJsia TOJI0BOM, IPECTaBUB UMIIepaTopa C OOIBIIUM KHUBOTOM.

— HyKHO CPOYHO YMEHBIINUTL KOJTUYECTBO TOTPEOIIEMOTO caxapa.

CepeHa I[0OKHYJa A3BIKOM U MIPOMOIKHKIIa YATAaTh JOKYMEeHTH. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHa
coOpaack IEPEUTH K CIIMCKY JIEKAPCTB, KOTOPhIe IPUHUMAJT UMIIePaTop, OHA YCIIbilIaja MIyKaHbe.

—May.

CepeHa ITOAHAJIA TOJIOBY, YCIIBIIIAB KOIIKY.

— XmMm?

Bosne e€ HOTr cupnena OTKYHOa-TO B3sIBIIAsICsA Ce€Pad KOIIKad U CMOTPEJIa Ha HEeE.

— Korpa 3T0 TeI Dpumna?

CepeHa youBUIIach 13-3a BHE3AMMHOT0 NMOSIBIEeHUS KOUIKU. OHa Obljla YX0KEHHOM, €€ MIePCTh
Onecrena, Ka3anoch, 4YTO 3TO KUBOTHOE KOMY-TO IpUHafIexkuT. CepeHa IPOTSAHYJIa PYKY,
HaMepeBasCh IOTJIafUTh KOIIKY, & Ta IIPLITHYJIa el Ha KOJIeHH, pa3MaxXuBasi XBOCTOM, CJIIOBHO cobaka.

— May!

Komika, IIPEITHYBIIaA Ha JOKYMEHTEI, Ha4aJla UX ITapalaTk.

— Her!

—Mg4-g-gy!

CepeHa BCKOYHMJIa WU BEICOKO ITOOHSAJIA JOKYMEHTHI.

«JTO eIIé 4To TakKoe?»
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