Cepena 3acTrina. [IoToMy 4TO €€ MaHa, KOTOpas TOJIbKO UTO IBITajach MPUOIU3UTLCSA K SIAPY MaHBI
Azeupa, Gblyia MOTJIONIEHA CUHEN SHEPTHEN.

«OHO C TakOH NETrKOCTDHIO0 IIOTJIOTHIIO €E».

CxopocCTh ToroeHnus Ovia 04eHb 001bII0M. CIIOBHO MeTasll MTHOBEHHO PACIJIaBUJICS B KUTISIIEH
JaBe.

3agyMmasinuch, CepeHa CHOBa TIOIIyTana rpyab Asenpa.

«CocTosHMe sapa MaHbl HEMHOTO HEOTHO3HAYHO... XM».

OHa xoTeja MPOBEPUTH eIlé pa3, HO TOCMOTPETIA B I'/Ta3a A3eua — I0X0XKe, TOMY IPUXOAUIIOCH
Hesrerko. HeoxoTHo CepeHa peluiaa OCTAHOBUTLCS Ha 9TOM. [Tocyie 3TOro et Hy:KHO OBIIO eré
IIPOBECTH HCCJIeOBaHME. YKe TO, YTO OH ITO3BOJIUII K ce0e MPUKOCHYTHCS, ObIIO OTPOMHBIM
COOBITHEM.

— Ha 3Tom Bcé.

JIu1o A3enB OBIIO HAIIPSIZXKEHHBIM ¥ KpaCcHOBATHIM. CepeHa CIIOKOMHO BEICKA3ajla CBOe MHEHHE.

— fAngpo maHBI 06TalaeT XOPOIIEeH MOIIHOCThIO, HO OHO HEMHOTO HecTabunbHO. Bhl Korga-HuOyob
meperpyxanu ero B IpOoILIoM?

— XM, 5 He 3Hal, — OTBEeTHI A3eus; ClIOKOMHO, TIy00KO B3[I0XHYB.

CepeHa ellé HEMHOTO IIOOCTETHYyJIa €ro.

— Ilopymaiite. Ecnu oHO Tak HecTaOWIbHO, AyMalo, UTO Bbl UCIIOJIE30BaJIM CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO MaHHI,
Korfma OBIJTH MOJIOTEL.

— XM, 5 He 3Haw0. Korpa s ObIT MOJIOXKeE, 5T peIKO UCII0Tb30Ball MaHy, — CyX0 OTBETUII A3eH[l, Pe3K0
TJIOTHYB BOJHI.

OH He IOHUMaJI, IIo4YeMy ero Tejio OBITIO TAKUM TOPAYHUM. C Toro MoOMeHTa, KaK B HEr0 BNIMJIach MaHa
CepeHbI, €ro TeJI0 BHE3aITHO HarpeyocCk.

910 OBIN0 cTpaHHO. K ero Aupy MaHbI BCETO JIAIIL TPUKOCHYIUCH, @ BCE TEJI0 TaK JPOXKMUT.

«BuguMo, COBMECTUMOCTh MaHBl — HAUXYAIIas», — MogyMal A3euy 1 u30aBUIICS OT ITUX
0ecCIopsiOYHBIX MBICIIEH.



— Teneps BCE 3aKOHUUIIOCH?

— A, ma, Bawe BenuuyecTBo, MOTY s IPUXOOUTH K BaM KaK[0€ YTPO C 3aBTPAIIHEro OHA?

— Kaxpoe yTpo? Tsl cobupaenibcst fenaTh 9TO KaXK/IbIM IeHb? — B3I ronyOrIx T1a3 A3euna
OPOTHYIIL.

OH pelus, YTO OHAa, BUAKMMO, COIIJIa C yMa, eClid coOUpaeTCcsl BO3BpALIaThCs KaxkIoe yTPO U HIyIaTh
ero TeJlo BOT TakK. B oTnmuuue oT o6ecmokoenHoro Azeuna, CepeHa Oblta criokoriHa. OHa KUBHYIA U
OTBETHJIA TAK, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIJIO CaMO CO00M Pa3yMeUIUMCS.

— Jla. BaM CJI03KHO IIPOCHITIATHCS CAaMOMY, TI09TOMY 51 OYAYy MPUXOAUTH, YTOOH pa30youTh Bac, Kak
CeromHs.

«Heyxemnu eyt 3T0 TaK HPABUTCS, YTO OHA TaK LIMPOKO YIIEI0AeTCa?»

9T0 OBIIO CaMoe CHsIIoIee JIUI0, KOTopoe A3eup Korga-nmu0o Bumesn. OH B IepBLI pa3 BCTpeydal
MMIIEPATOPCKOTr0 Bpayda, KOTOPHIH 00U YTPEHHUE OCMOTPHL.

«Ona Tpymoronuk? Heyxemnu et HpaBUTCS camMoii o0aBisiTh cebe paboTy?»

Azeu[ TPOU3HEC C YCTAJIBIM BUIOM.

— Bceé B nopsigke. {1 mpocHyCh caM...

Ho CepeHy He MHTepeCOoBaJIk ero CjioBa, OHa Oblna 3aHsTa pa3rosopom C cobox.

— O, ¥ g IOMEHSI0 BCE 3TH IIJIOTHHIE IITOPHI.

— IToueMy mITOPEI?

— A He MOTY OTJIMYHUTE OE€Hb OT HOYH. 4 momeHst10 ux Ha 6osiee cBeTable. ECIu BH H3MEHUTE
aTMOC(i)epy B KOMHaTeE, 3TO TaKXKe IIOMO2KEeT USMEHNUThL HAaCTPOEHHE...

— XBaTUT, — 3apbiyan A3euf], CBUPEno CBEPKHYB rjla3aMu.

Ho...

— [Ila, s moMeHs10 UX Ha OoJee mopxopsiue mTopkl, — CepuHa, faxe He MOPTHYB I'JIa30M,
BBICKa3ajia CBoe MHEHUe U yIIfa.



Azeup c 03afja4eHHBIM JTALIOM CMOTpPeEII ent Bcnen. OH YZ&Ke IIOJIHOCTBIO ITPOCHYJICA.

k¥ekkkk

Korga CepeHa BhIIIIa U3 CIaTbHU, AHHA OTCTYIIUJIA C YAUBIEHHBIM JTU1ioM. OHO ObIIO
HeeCTeCTBEHHBIM, KaK y YejloBeKa, KOTOPOro IoMMay 3a MOACyIIuBaHNEM.

— 3-3aKOHYUI? — TONOC AHHBI TIOYEMY-TO OPOKa.

CepeHa KUBHYJA, IJI4A5 HAa CTPAHHOE NIOBeeHNEe (DPEUINHEL.

— Ila, 1 CO BCeM 3aKOHYHUIIA. Tenepb BBl MOXKETe UATH U 3aHUMAThCS CBOEH pa60T01?1.

— II-mousTHO.

B3rnsg AHHEL MeTaJICS U3 CTOPOHBL B CTOPOHY. A MIEKM OBIIM 0Y€Hb KPAaCHBIMH.

«Ecnu mogymaTh, pa3Be B KOPUAOPE He MIPOXIIagHO?»

3mech He OBLUIO COMTHEYHOTO CBETA, TO3TOMY TeMIlepaTypa Oblla HUXKe, 4eM Ha ynule. CepeHa
JIACKOBO CIIPOCHIIA:

— TyT X0NOAHO CTOSTh, BEPHO?

—Yro? A, ma...

Korpma AuHa npu3Hanack, CepeHa JocTajla U3 KapMaHa Iap¢ ¥ MpOTsSHYyIa ero.

— ByqmeT nyuiiie, ecyiu BH ero HafieHeTe.

— C-cmmacu6o.

AHHa He 3Haa, YTO AellaTh, KOrfa ey mogapuny mapd. Ha camom gerne eé 1meKu MoKpacHeNu He OT
Xorofa. A u3-3a YCIBIIIaHHOTO Pa3roBopa U3 CIabHU.

CHauvana AHHa He cobupasnach MOACTyIIXBaTh. [IBeph OblsIa TOJICTOM M TBEPHOM, TO3TOMY OBIIO
CJI02KHO YTO-TO YCJIBIIIATD, HaxKe ecyik Okl OHa COCPenoTO4YuIach. Ef MPUIIOCh IPUIOKUTE YXO0 K



IeJTH B IBEPH, ¥ TO AHHA UX €/IBa CJIBIIIAa.

®pelinuHa 6ecroKouIach 3a HelaBHO Ha3HAUYEHHOT0 Bpayda. Brio omuOKOM MOCTyIIHBATE 10/
IOBEPhIO, 3aaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, IepexkUBET M CepeHa rHeB UMIIEpaTopa B CBOM IePBHIN pabounit
IOEHb.

Ho pa3roBop, KOTOPEIH yCibiIana AHHA, ObIJT 04eHb CTPAHHBIM.

«Tebe 00s13aTEILHO K HEMY IIpUKacaTbca? TaM...»

«TaM BCé HEMHOTO MHAYe? ...He BOJIHYHTeCh. S OyIy KacaTbCst €I0 C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

AHHa OTCTyIHIa Ha II1ar, TSAXKeJIOo b, K3-3a 9TOr0 MHOTO3HaYUTENIbHOT'0 Pa3roBopa. I'my6oko
BIOXHYB, OHa B U3YMJIEHUU IIPUKPHIIA POT PYKaMHu.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, rojoc uMmnepaTopa apoxai. C gpyroi cropoHsl, CepeHa Oblsla O4EeHb CIIOKOKWHA.

Atmocdepa 6Gbiyia TakoM, Kak 6yTO OHAa JOMUHUPOBAJIa Hafl UMIIepaTOpoM. Y AHHBI, KOTOpPasi XOPOILO
3HaJIa ero XxapakTep, BO3HUKIIM [T0J03PEHUS.

«Mexpay npouyuM, pa3se Ero BenuuecTBo 0THaBai KOMy-HAOYOb M3 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO ABOPIia paHbIe
U3PUHT?»

B aTOT MOMEHT AHHA ITOflyMala, 9YT0, BO3MOXKHO, OHM OBLIM 3HAaKOMEHI IO TOT0, Kak CepeHa IIpHIla B
UMIIePATOPCKUI mBopell. [Jaxke ecu Obl 9TO OBITIO He TaK, UMIIEPATOP, BO3MOXKHO, 3aHHTEPECOBAJICS
10, KOTJIa YBUET B TEPBEIN Pas3.

AHHa ¢ m00O0MIBITCTBOM TUXOHBKO ITPUJIOXKUIIA YXO K Ie/u B iBepu. Ho mocienoBaBIuii pa3roBop
noOaBu emré 60JIbIe BOIPOCOB, YEM PaHBIIIE.

«...51 CKOpO 3aK0HYYy. [loTepnuTe HEMHOTO, IIOKaIyHCTa».



AHHa OTCTyIHJIA OT [ABEPH, APOXKA, KAK TOJIBKO ycibiniana Cepeny.

«YTo T TaM 3aKoHuYMIa? [ToueMy Thl TOBOPHUIIEL, YTOOLI OH EIIE€ MOTEPIIEII?»

B ronoBe AHHEI BO3HUKAIIH CIIJIOIIHBIE BOIIPOCEHI.

«Ax!»

Ho xorga CepeHa youBIEHHO BCKPUKHYIa, AHHa yOenunack. [1o Kakol Ipu4YrHe KalpU3HBIY
MMIIepaTop NOoAapui ey (PUoIeTOBIM U3PUHT.

«OH 6bl11 BNIOOIEH B He€. 4 yBepeHa, YTO 3TO BIIIOOIEHHOCTH!»

B ronoBe AHHEI yKe CJTOXKUJICS JTIOO0BHBIM pOMaH.

Tem Bpemenem CepeHa, KOTopas He 3Halla HaMepeHu# (HPerIuHb, 3aroBOPHa, BCIIOMUHAS OCMOTP.

— Ax pma, Korga no3xe Ero Benn4yecTBo yUOET MBIThCS, CHUMUTE, TIOXKAJYHCTa, IITOPH. Y mOMeHs#Te
MX Ha YTO-TO IIOXO0XKee Ha 3aHaBEeCKU U3 MOEM KOMHATEHL.

— a. d noHana.

«ITapHBI€ MITOPHL... TaK pUCK OBITh TOMMAHHBIMU OTIPEeIEHHO MEHbIIIE, YeM C ITapPHBIMU
akKceccyapaMu», — nogymaja AHHa U KMBHYJTIa.

CepeHa, KOTOpasi He 3HaJla 00 3TOM, IIPpOAOOJIZKHUJIIA.

— 41 cobupaioch u3MepsATh TeMIiepaTypy Ero BenudecTBa Kaxkoe yTpo, HO, Ha BCAKUI Clly4aii,
MepsiiiTe e€ BpeMS OT BDEMEHH.

— Ila, OymeT coemnaHo.

— A! U camoe rinaBHoe! — CepeHa nogHsIa Iajel], Kak OyATO e€ TOIhKO YTO OCEHUI0. AHHA
paccessHHO MMOCMOTpPeNa Ha Heé. — [loxkanyiicTa, HUKOTO He BIIyCKaWTe, Koraa s 0yay ero
OCMaTpUBaTh.



«B OymyIeM uMIiepaTop MOXKeT HadyaTh COMMPOTUBIISITLECS CUIbHEE, TI09TOMY BO3HUKHYT CJIOKHOCTH,
€CITM IPUOET KTO-TO EIIE».

CepeHna ynbIOHyMack, nyMasi 06 aToM. OHa pelnuia, YTo ObIJI0 OBl XOPOIIO 3alIUTUTh UMUK
nanueHTa. CepeHa mogyMara, 4To B OyayiieM coOupaeTcst 3aCTaBUTh UMIIEPATOPa KaTaThCs, KAk
KJIy004exK.

«C camoro yTtpa... A Tel cTpacTHasi», — AHHA OIIEJIOMJIEHHO YCTaBUJIaCh Ha Hee€.

3amMedaHus CepeHBI BKJIMHUJIUCH B IIPEOIIOJIOKEHU A (I)pefIHI/IHBI. BBIpa}KeHI/Ie nuiia AHHEL, Ka3a10Ch,
IIOCTOAHHO MEHAJIOChH, HAKOHEI] OHa OTBETUJIa C TOP2KECTBEHHEIM BUIIOM:

— Ila, mga... KoneuHo. Ecnu KT0-TO BOMAET, OyAyT O0mbIlrie TPOOIEMEL.

—Yr0?

«[ToyueMy [OIKHO IIPOU30UTHU YTO-TO IIJIOXOE?»

Korpma CepeHa ycTraBuiach Ha He€, AHHa Xxpabpo OTBeTHIa:

— 51 HUKOTO0 He BIyIIy, KOTHa BH OyfeTe BHyTpH. [JoBephTECH MHE!

— A, nma. Crnacu60 BaM.

CepeHa 03aaueHHO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha CITUIIKOM HalpsSKEHHbIE TJTeYd AHHHL.

«OHa cerogHst 0co0eHHO CTpaHHas. U e€ mieyu moyeMy-To HalmpsKeHbl... MOXeT OHU e€
0ecCIoKosIT?»

CepeHa BCIIOMHUJIA O TOM, KakK AHHa 3a00TUNIach 0 Hel B IIPpOHIJIOM M OCTOPO2KHO IIPpOM3HECa:

— Ecmu y Bac rue-to 00JIUT, TO He TEPIUTE, a IPUXOAUTE KO MHe. ByaeT CJI03KHO HalTH CTOJIBKO XKe
BpeMs, 4To ¥ Ha Ero BenuuecTtso...

— H-umet! d B nopsinke! — AHHa 3aMaxajla pyKaM# ¥ OTCTyIuJa Ha3af.

CepeHa II049eMY-TO ITIOYYBCTBOBAlId cebs HEeJIOBKO, KOIr'Ja OHa PEIIMUTEIEHO O0TKa3aJlacCk.

«9TO OEeUCTBUTEILHO CTPAHHO>.



CepeHa YYBCTBOBaAJI4, YTO B UX PA3TrOBOPE €CTh UTO-TO HEIIPABUJIPHOE, HO HE CTaJla 00 aTOM
3aAYMEIBATHCA.

— XO0poI110, TOHATHO.

CepeHa crerka IOKJIOHMJIACh U ITOBEPHYIack. BHe3amHo Ha e€ rybax paciBesna ynsioka. OHa Gbiia B
XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH, IOTOMY YTO YTPEHHS s MUCCHUS IIPOIIIa YCIeNIHo. B yacTHOCTH, OHa
130aBUJIaCh OT 3TUX AyPAlKUX IITOP B KOMHATE UMIIepaTopa.

«Pa3Be 3TO He xopoiaee Ha4ano?»

HameBast, CepeHa NErkou MoxoaKOHM BEHIIINIA U3 KOPUAOPA.

kkekekkok

[TongeHs OBLIT HnaeajibHbIM [JISA JHEBHOI'O CHA.

HOCKOJ’IBKy Azeun IIPOCHYIICA PAaHO, OH 3aKOHYHUJI COBEIIIaHNE U HAlIPABUJICA B CIIAJIBHIO, YTOOBI
HaCJlagUTbCSA HOCHGO6€H€HHHM CHOM.

— Bu1 npummnu?

AHHa, KOTOpasi CerogHs feXypuia, IoKIoHunack Azenny. OH IPOIIET MUMO (GPEUTUHbL, KOTOpas
II0YEeMY-TO BHITJIIfIe]a CUaCTINBOM, U BOIIET B KOMHATY, 0c000 06 9TOM He 3ayMbIBasCh.

3aTeM UMIIEPATOP OCTAHOBHUJICA, IIOTOMY YTO B KOMHATE CTAJIO CBETJIEE€, YEM PaHBIIIE. HN3MeHnnoch
TOJIBKO OfHO. [IOTHEIE TEMHEIE IOTOPRI, KOTOPEIE BCET'IA OBLITH 3aKPHBITHI, UCHEIJIN U3 CIIAJIbHH, a
BMECTO HUX BUCEIIN CBeTJ'IO-(l)I/IOJ'IeTOBBIe 3aHaBECKHU.

— Yro0... — npobopMOTas, HaXMypPHUBUIUCH, A3EHU].

AHHa yneIGHYyIach U CKa3ana:

— A, ceropus yrpoM CepeHa IIOIIpocuia MeHs IIOMEHATh IITOPEL.
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