CepeHa He MOTJIa JIOTUYECKH TIIOHSATHL 3TO BONIIEOHOE SBIEHUE.

«IToyemy 5 BCe BpeMs BO3BpalllaloCh K 3TOMY MOMEHTY ?»

OHa myMalna, 4TO B 3TOT pa3 ¥ IpaBfa ymMepina. YTo B 9TOT pa3 Bor cMunoctusuncs Hag Hert. Ho
KOT'7la e€ TPeThs XXKU3Hb Hadaaachk, CTAJI0 OYEBHIHO, YTO OHA MPOKJIATA.

Ecnu oHa He CITacéT UMIlepaTopa, TO YMPET U HAYHET BCE 3aHOBO.

Korpa CepeHa Bo3Bpalllaiiach BO BpeMeHH, OHa Oblla y2Ke Ha3HayeHa MPUABOPHEIM BPaduoM, T03TOMY
He MorJa c6exats. IIoToMy 4TO cOeKaBIIero JOKTOpa, HapyIIUBILET0 YKa3 UMIIepaTopa, XKaaia
TOJIBKO CMEpTb.

— IMoyemy 5 DOMXKHA YMEPETH B JIF000M criydae!

CepeHna 0Orplna roTOBa 3aKpU4aTh, Kak KTO-TO IIOCTy4asl B ABepb. E€ ria3a 61eCHYH, CJIOBHO OHA yXKe
3HaJIa, KTO TaM.

— CepeHa BuHceHT, npuBeguTe ce0s B IOPSOOK U CIIeNyiTe 3a MHOM.

OHa Tak ¥ 3Haja, YTO OHU IIPUIIIK, YTOOH 3a0paTh €€ B UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPEIL.

«Ha aToT pa3 s He cobupach ymuparth! [Jaxke eciii MHe IPUAETCS CIIOMaTh UMIIEPATOPy HOTY, S
CIIacy ero».

Y Heé He OO BEIOOpA.

CepeHa peluia, YTO pa3 OHa BCE PABHO IIOCTOSTHHO BO3BPAIAe€TCSI BO BPEMEHH, TO MOXKHO 0OJIbIIIe
HE CIepKUBATHCS.

kxkckekk

VimmepaTop A3eup cupel Ha TpoHe U cMOTpen Ha CepeHy cBepxy BHU3. Ha HEM BcE elné Obina
cBobomHas ofexma. KaxeTcs, CerofHs yTPOM OH eJ1 TOMATHBIM CYII, IOTOMY 4TO CIIePenu Y Hero
OBLTH KaIlJI¥ COoyca.



IomxHO OBITH, HMMIIEPATOP APOCTHO OTBEPT IIPEOIOKEHNE FOpHPI‘-IHOfI IIOMOYEb €MY I1€ePEeOaEeThCA.
CepeHa TaK U HE IIOHAJIA, XOpOHII/IfI 9TOT 4YeJIOBEK UJIN HEeT.

Azeupi mogyecas CBOIO HEONIPSITHYIO TOJIOBY, ¥, OTKMHYBIIKCh Ha CIMHKY TPOHA, Me[JIeHHO 3afiall e’
Botpoc. K cyacThio, OH HOpMaJbHO MBIJICS CaM, TI03TOMY He OBIJI IPS3HBIM.

— Tr1 Cepena BUHCEHT, U3BECTHBIM Bpay, KOTOPHIY CIIaCcaeT YMUPAIOIIUX, O KOTOPOU CTOJIBKO
TOBOPSAT?

HpOCTO TJISIOS B 9TO HaJOeBIlIee JIUI0, el XOTeI0Ch YMEPETH. B aTort Pa3 OHa HaMepeBallaChb BCE
BBIZKAThb U3 3TOT'0 O(I)I/II.[I/IaJ'II:HOI"O Ha3Ha4YeHHsd.

«HW moyeMy s BCE€ BpeMs ero 60sy1ach U ApoxKana?»

— BepHo, — oTBeTua CepeHa, BHIIPSMUB CIIUHY.

— Torpma THI CMOXKeIllb BEIIEYUTDh U MO0 00JIe3Hb TOXKe, — YNBIOHYICS A3eufi, B3bePOIINB YETIKY.
CseTble BOJIOCH CBEPKHYIJIM Ha CBEeTY. ['0nyOble ria3a 0ombllle HalloMUHATY XOJI0OHHOE 3UMHee He0o,
4yeM OCeHHee.

Ha ero rybax pacmmibinach yaei0Ka, CJIOBHO KU3HB ObljIa ITyTKOM, HO I'Jla3a 0CTaBaIUCh XOJIOOHEIMHU.
Korpma oHu BIlepBbie BCTPETHINCH, OHA OBbIJIa TakK MOpaXkeHa ero B3TJISAIOM, YTO COBEPIIIHIIa MHOTO
omu0OoK, HO He ceryac. CepeHa Obla IIOATOTOBIIEHA €1II€ 10 ITpHe3[a BO OBOPeL.

Ecnu oHa He craceT uMneparopa, To yMpeT. bymeT Bo3paxkaTs eMy — CHOBa cMepTh. CKaXKeT, 4To
CITacET eT0 — TO XKe caMoe.

«Jlydire ymepeTs, BEICKa3aB BCE, YeM HeCUaCTHOM!»

— Her, Bcé 3aBucurt ot Ero BenuuecTBa, — Ipou3Heciaa OHa C KAMEHHBIM BRIpaXKeHUEM JIUIA.

— YT0? — OH CcHfeJ, OIMePEeBIIUCh IOAO0POIKOM Ha PYKY, HO mMocjie cjioB CepeHbl BHITPSIMHUIICS.
[Toxoxke, UMIIEPATOP He OXKHUMal OT Heé TaKOr0 OTBETa.

Ero I"OJ'IYGBIG T'Jla3a MXPOKO PACKPEIIIUCE. Baccarsl, cTosinue psAOOM, BEITAPAIIUIIXCE Ha CepeHy.
HOTOMY YTO JOYb BUKOHTA, U3'HAHHAA U3 COOCTBEHHOH CeMbH, OCMEJINTACh TaK HEYBA2KUTEJIBHO
Pa3roBapuBaThk C BeJINYeCTBEHHBIM NMIIEPATOPOM.

I BOpPSHMH, KOTOPHIM NpuBEN CepeHy, chelas 1ar BIePEN U IOMBITANICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO
MMIIepaTop MOAHSJ PYKY, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTE €r0. ApHCTOKPAT B3OPOTHYJI U OTCTYNWI Ha3af.



Azeupt ¢ m1000IBEITCTBOM IMOCMOTPEII Ha CepeHy. B e€ 30710THIX TJ1a3aX COBCEM He OBII0 CTpaxa. Ero
HA3bBIBAJIXM TUPAHOM, IIO3TOMY PsAOOM C HUM BCE OPOKAJIIH. CepeHa BRITJISIIE]Ia TAKOM YBepeHHOfI, qTo
€My 3aX0TeJIOCh IIOCMOTPETH, KaK JaJIEeKO OHa MOZXKET 3alTH.

TeMm BpemeHeM CepeHa HUKyZa He cMoTpesia. OHa yxXKe OBaXKObl yMHUpasa, I03TOMY He BUela
HUYEero 0CoOEHHOT0 B TOM, YTO Iepef Hel Obin uMnepaTop. [TpoImIo MHOTO BpeMEHH C TEX MOp, Kak
OHa YyBCTBOBaJla K HEMY XOTb HEMHOTO COYYBCTBUS UM YBaXKEHUS.

«41 cobupaioch BHUIEYUTh UMIIEpaToOpa U MOKUHYTh 3TOT ABOPEL] JKUBOM».

He uMerno 3HAYeHHUs, YTO CKaXKeT UMIIEPATOD, JaXKe eClid OHA YMPET ceiidac. CepeHa MPOCTO XOTela
BEICKa3aTh Ha0OJIeBIllee — BCE PABHO OHA BEPHETCS Ha3a[ II0CTIe CMEepPTH.

B aTOoT MOMEHT A3eu[ HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY ¥ XOJIOJHO TpoGopMoTart:

— 3aBUCHUT OT MeHA?

— [Ta. bonme3Hp namueHTa 3aBUCUT OT HETO caMOoro. HUKTO He CMOXKeT CIIaCTy YeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIU
caM 3TOT0 He XKeJlaeT, KaKUM Obl Hi OBbIJT 3HAMEHUTHIM Bpady.

— To OIIPABOBIBACIILCA, IIOTOMY YTO HE 3HA€Illb, KaK MEHs JIeYnTh?

— Her, a1 CMOT'Y BRIJIEUUTD Baiie BenuuectBo. Eciiu BEI 6yneTe COTPyAHUYATH CO MHOH.

— XM, — Azenji C ”HTEPECOM IOTIaiuII ITOTO0POMIOK.

CepeHa IPOOJIKHUIIA:

— 41 xo4y, 4TOOHI BH IPUHSITIA MOM YCJIOBUS, IIPEXK/e YeM s BOWAy Bo ABopel. MHaye, mpocTo
00e3raBbTe MEHS 3[eCh U ceiyac.

Korpa oHa cmernasa IIar BIepéef, Topao BEITSHYB I1et0, BCE BOKPYT ObutH B moke. Ho CepeHa Obina
cepbe3Ha. OHa AyMala, YTo JTydille yMepeTh Cpa3y U HayaTh BCE C YHUCTOrO JIUCTA, YEM CTPaiaTh, a
II0TO BCE PaBHO BEPHYTHCA K Hadamy.

Korpa CepeHa mocTaBujia YCIOBHUSI UMIEPATOPY, MapkKu3 PaBepwu, He B CHJIaX BHIHECTH 3TOTO,
BCKPHYAJ:

— Ax 1H rpy0Ousiika! Kak 1o cMeenis, cTost niepe Ero BennyecTBoM, IPOCUTE €T0 0 KaKOU-TO
coenke?



— Ecnu BaM He HpaBuUTCH, yOelTe MeHs. f HU 0 4eM He XKaJielo.

— 3J-3Ta Cy...

— OCTaHOBUCE.

A3eup BMeIIajics B UX Pa3roBOP, KOIMa MapKH3 YTO-TO, 3aUKASICh, TOBOPHUJI C KPACHBIM JTHI[OM.

BrIpaxeHue Nylla ©UMIIepaTopa OTJIMYaioch OT TOro, YTo ObUIO paHbIle. Korma OH MPUKPHLT POT
PYKOM, BOKPYT BOLlapuyach TUIIMHA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT XpalOphiii IBOPSAHUH, KOTOPHIM IIOAyMaJl, YTO Y UMIlepaTopa 3aKpyKUJlachk I'0JIOBa,
pa3pasu’cs THEBOM.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, oTpyOHTE TOMOBY 3TOMY BEICOKOMepPHOMY HoKTOpy! B MMnepuu KpoTeH MHOTO
Bpauen!

— BepHo. 910 maTex! Kak cMeeT KaKas-TO JOYb BUKOHTA CTABUTh yCJIOBHUA I/IMl'IepaTOPY!

ApucCTOKpaThl OOUH 3a APYTUM Haudajld BO3MYIIATHCS, U IIONHSAJICS IeperosioX. CepeHa HeBOJIBHO
ycTaBuiach Ha A3eupa. E€ B3risig Ipocus gath e OTBET.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pyKa, IPUKPHIBaBIIAs r'yOsl A3eua, 3agpoxkania. A 3aTeM...

— Xax.

— Baire BenuuectBo?

— Xa-xa-xa! — Aseup He BhIIEPXKaN ¥ TPOMKO paCCMeSIICS.

Ero packaTucCTeIl CMeX 3aTMIIHOTA3UPOBa ABOPSAH. Bce B oLielleHeHUU CMOTpeNIu Ha A3eunpa.

CepeHa CMOTpPe€EJIa Ha HEeTO HaAMEHHBIM B3IrJIsAgOM, rafgas, He COIIIEN IU OH OKOHYATEJIBHO C yMa.

— MHe HpPaBUTCS, — CKa3aa A3eu[I CO CMEeIIUMCS TUIoM. He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX IPU3HAKOB I'HEBA.
Hao060poT, 0H BHITJISIIEN IOBOJILHO IPUSITHO.



— O Kakux YCIIOBUAX BEI TOBOpI/ITe? BEI cTaBUTE Ha KOH CBOIO XKM3Hb, II0O3TOMY A BaC BEICIIYIIIAIO.

— Cmacu60, — CepeHa CKJIOHMIIA TOJIOBY.

XoTs oHa OBljIa TIOHaBIeHa, B IIyOKMHEe OYIIH JeBYIIKa UCIEITaNa oberdeHre oT 9THX cJioB. CepeHa
TIOJHSI/Ia TOJIOBY U IIPSIMO CKasasa:

— ¥V MeHs TONBKO OfgHa Ipockba.

— BoT Kaxk.

— [1o3BOJIBTE MHE IIPUKOCHYTLCS K Batemy BennyecTsy.

— [la, s TOTOB BBICNTYIIATh BCE, YTO YyrogHO... A? [1-momoxagu. Y-uyT0? — A3eun Havyasl OBIJIO IIPUBBIYHO
OTBeYaTh, a 3aTeM IIUPOKO paclaxHy ria3a. [Ipockba CepeHtbl OblsIa 04€Hb CTPAHHOM.

A dPHUCTOKPATHI B 3TO BpEMS OYEHb IITYMEJIN.

— Ax!

BOCKIUKHYTM HEKOTOPHIE, IMPOKO PaCllaXHyB Iiia3a.

— Kxa-kxa!

HeKOTOpre TMMOOABUIINCh U 3aKAIVIATIMCE ITIOCIIY YCIIBIIITIAHHOTO.

— Xa-xa.

A apyrue InmpuKyCeIBaJIM A3BIKN U CTUCKUBAIIA 3Y6I:>I C ITIOKPACHEBIINMH JINIIAMH.

Bce Oplny IOKMPOBaHKE 'POMKUM 3asiBieHueM CepeHbl. M TOMBKO ¢ Helt BCE OBIIIO B MOPSIKE.

A3zeup OTKpPHIBAJl ¥ 3aKPHIBAJI POT, CJIOBHO PHIOA, a 3aT€M C TPYAOM IIPOU3HEC:

— 3T0 TBOE yCJoBue?

— Ila, — xopoTKo oTBeTUsIa CepeHa, CIIOBHO B €€ Mpoch0e He OBIII0 HUYEro YIUBUTEILHOTO.

B rony0rix rna3ax Aseua 3aropesics cuHeBaThi cBeT. OH coOupascs MOTOBOPUTH C HEW HEMHOTO, a



3aTeM OTOCJIaTh O6paTHO, HO 3Ta OEeBYIIKa Onlna HereJICKBSYGMOfI.

«2KeHIIHA, KOTOPYIO S BUXKY CETOMNHS B IIEPBHIM pa3, BHE3aMHO AEP3K0 CTAaBUT MHE YCJIOBHUE, K TOMY
XKe 0HO...»

Azeup OB HE B COCTOSTHMM YTO-TO MO0OABUTD U JIUIIG IeBesun rybamu. Koneuno, CepeHa He UMera B
BUMY He 3TO, HO HUKTO U3 OKPYXkKaMIIKX 00 3TOM He JOoTafbIBaICSI. A3eU]] 'POMKO KalllJITHYT,
YCIIOKOWJICSI U TIPOTOBOPHII:

— Pa3zBe THI He Bpay?

— Bpau.

— Ho nouemy...

«THI 2Ke THITaelbess co0Ta3HUTh MeHsT, BepHO? OHAa B CTOBOpPE C KEM-TO M3 TBOPSIH?»

Azeup CTJIOTHYJ U YCTAaBUJICA Ha CepeHy. BHe3amHo cMex ucuyes U3 ero T'OJ'IY6BIX Trjas3.

OoMKHOCTb UMIIePATPHUILLI Obl7Ia BAKAHTHOM C MOMEHTA ero BOCIIECTBUS Ha IIPeCcTo. [IBopsiHe
HUYETro He MOTJIM CHENaTh, IIOTOMY YTO OH OTKA3hIBAJICS XKEHUTHCS MO MpemioroM 6onesuu. OHM
IIBITAJICH 3aBOEBATh PACIIOIOKEHNEe UMITepaTopa, IIPHUCHIIAS XKEHIIUH B €T0 CIaJIbHIO UITH
YMBIIIIEHHO 3aCTaBIISAS UX COMMAKATHCS C HUM.

Ho Azeup He cobuparscst HY 3aBOOUTH AeTel, HU [ejlaTh Koro-mu0o umnepatpute. OH He XOTeT,
yTOOR CHOBA IIOMIHSIJICST KPOBABEIM BETED.

Azeup Kak pa3 cobupascs BHIIBHPHYTh CepeHy, KOTHa OHa MPOU3Hecia C HEBUHHBIM BhIpaKeHUEM
TUIA.

— 4 TOBOPHO, KdK Bpady. Ecnu Baire BenuuecTBO OTKazKeTCSA COTPYAHHUYATH CO MHOH, MHE 6y)1eT
TPYAHO BaC BBIJIEYUTE.

— Brineuuts?

— Ia. [TomuMoO U3MepeHus Myabca, HyKHO [eJlaTh Maccax, YIpaxKHeHUs Ha PACTIXKKY, U Tak falee.
Ecnu cny4yuTcs 4To-TO Hen3bexkKHOoe, BH BCErla MOXKeTe YOUTh MEeHS.

—A.

Tuxo BockNuKHYN A3eus, moka CepeHa repevucsisia, IJis KaKuX JIeueOHbBIX Ieflel el HyXKHO ero



KacaTbcsi. OH 3aI03ajio 0CO3HaJ, YTO BCE HEeIIPAaBUJIBHO IIOHSII.

ViMmepaTop OTBEPHYJICS U 3aKPhUT TUI0 PyKaMu. OT CMYIIIEHUS eT0 YIIIU B MITHOBEHHE OKa
BCITBIXHYJIH, @ IEKU ITOKPaCHEIH.
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