Jlenmust HMYEro He MOTJIa OTBETUTh, U3 €€ TJla3 KaTUIMNCh ciie3bl. OHa He Morjia IIpUuAyMaTh, 4TO
CKa3arTh.

HpOCTO... OHa OBlJla OYeHb CYaCTJIMBa, YTO II0OX02XKa Ha CBOIO MaTh, ¥ TOXKE IPyCTH]IA... Ona He MoOTna
H€ IIJIaKaTh...

Tepuor mocMoTpes Ha 6€3MOIBHO IJIauyIero pebeHkKa 1 cKa3alt:

— Bort IMo4YeMy s X049y CIIPOCHUTE. KTo0 THI, MO# uoporaﬂ?

Jlenust HEPBHO MOPTHYA.

— ... 49... ...

OHa xoTeJa cKa3aTh eMy IIpaBay, HO ee T'y0sI Apoxkanu. OHa HUKOTa He AyMaja, YTO KTO-TO 3aMETHUT
ee IIPUCYTCTBHUE OO0 Bo3BpauleHus HaHU. Korma Jlenust He 0OTBeTU A U MPOMOIXKala IaakaTh, CTaPhIH
PHILIAPh MIPOTSHYTT PYKY.

Ero MopImuHuCTEE, HO OOJIBINKE U TOJIICTHIE PYKK CKOJIB3HYJIH TI0 IeKe JIeTuu U BEITEPIIH €€ CIIe3HL.

— He HyXHO 4yBCTBOBaThL Ce0s1 IPUHYKIOEHHOM.

[TogHsB royioBy, OHa yBUfena fobpoe ynbibalolleecs IUI0 CTaporo repuora. YBUAeB 310, Jlenus
0osbIre He 00s/Iach ero.

OHa xoTeJa cKa3aTh eMy IIpaBay.

“ 4 ee moub. OHa ObIJIa MOEH MaTEepkIo. ..

[ToueMy-TO OHa HENUCTBUTEILHO AyMaJjla, YTO OH ITOBEPUT el 6e3 BCIKUX I0Ka3aTeIbCTB.

Ho tak gonro Jlenust mpocTO TUXOHBKO ITakana. CTaphlil pHlaph MOTIagui JIeIuio 1o ieKe U 110
rojioBe. JTO OBIJIO OUEHb TemIoe, 3a00TINBOe IPUKOCHOBEHUE.

[Ipo11110 MHOTO BPEMEHH. ..

Jlenus 3acHya, u3My4eHHas ciie3aMy, a repuor CynepuoH ynoxul pe6eHKa Ha MyIIHCTOe Ofesiyo.



BhipazkeHue NUIa Tepiora CTajao HEMHOTO XOJIOMHBIM, KOTa eT0 B3TJISA[ yIajl Ha ClTeTKa OKPYTJIbie
ek pebeHKa, KOTOPHIN, 0YEBUIHO, XOPOIIIO €1 TOCIIeJHIE HECKOJIbKO THEH.

CHauasa OH TOJIBKO IIogyMall, 9TO OHA Ha Hee II0X0XKa.

OH He MoT He gyMaTh 00 UX IOX0XKUX BhlpaxkeHusx. OH nogyMai o pefeHKe, KOTOPOro OH OTOCTIAN, 0
CBOeU MepTBOU [0YepH, KOTopas ero HeHaBuea.

OH IpPUHAT 9Ty AEBYIIKY KaK TOMOIITHUIYY U3 YHCTOT0 YyYBCTBa BHHEI, KOTOPOE OH HCIIBITHIBAII 110
OTHOINIEHUIO K CBOEH MOYEPH.

Ho TeIIePb 3TO CTAJIO eIlle Oonee CTPAHHBIM.

9TOT peGEeHOK CIUINKOM IIOXOAWI Ha CBOI0 MEPTBYIO I0Yb.

Korpga on IIPUCMOTPEJICA, 3TO OBIIIO HE TOJIBKO ee HCIIyTaHHO€ BEIPA2KEHHUE, €€ JINIO UJIK TaXKe ee
IMOPa3uTEJIbHEIE 2KEJITO-3€JIEHEIE I'JIa3a.

Ho ee papocTHOE BhIpaXKeHUe U, KOT[la OHA IJI0TAaeT YTO-HuOyab BKYCHEHbKOE, UJTH KOTla OHa
CHUSIeT, a YT'OJIKU ee TJla3 MOPIIATCS OT CYACThS.

Ecnu OBITH TOUHEBIM, B [ETCTBE OHa Obl/la II0X0Ka Ha Jnu3abet. B metctse Jnu3abeT Ovljia 0YeHb
HETIOCITYIIHOM, HO KOTHa BEIPOCTIA, TPEBPATHUIIaCh B COBEPIIEHHO IPYTOT0 YeI0BeKa.

HacTtpoeHue repriora yxyamanaoch Kax e pa3, Korjga OH JyMa O XXKU3HePafoCTHOM "g" JoYepu u3
npouwtoro. OH YyBCTBOBaJI 6e3MEPHOE COXKaJleHUE.

T'epuor CynepuoH Ipu3Haj, YTO BUHOBAT UMEHHO OH. OH BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO TaK XOJIOMHO BOCIIMTAIl
[OYb.

Ho y aToii meBymKM OblNIa Takas ke Tellas yIbl0Ka, KakK y ero JOUepH.

Kax[eii pas, Korga OH MeJIbKOM BT JINII0 3TOT0 YIBI0AI0INerocs: pedeHKa PsSaoM C YCTaIBIMU
puIIapsiMu, repiior CymepruoH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Cepie CXKUMaeTCs U IagaeT Ha 3eMITIO.

Kak TonmbKO OHa Hadama IIPAaBUIIBHO €CTh, €€ IIIEKU, KOTOPhIe OBLIIM CITMIIKOM TOHKHMHM, CTaJIH
BRITJIAOETH IIOJIHEE, U OHA CTajla eIlle OoJibIe IIOXOOUTH Ha dnu3aber.

Torpa oH momyMar, 4To 3To CcTpaHHO. EMy cKazanu, 4yTo MMnepaTtop umiet pedeHka. B oTnuune ot



Jlenuwu, KoTopas Obl/la CUIIBHO yIUBJIEHa Ha OJI0KIOCTY, repior CylepruoH HeKOTOPOoe BpeMs 3Hanl 00
3TOM HOBOCTH.

OH gyMmai, 4To OHa He UMeeT K 9TOMYy HMKAKOTr'0 OTHOIIeHUsA. Ho Korfa OH yCBIIIai, 9YTO Y BOPOT
HAXOOUTCS GJIOKIIOCT, OH YBUEN, YTO NuIl0 Jlenuu mobmeguesno. ITo OBIIO CTPAHHO. ..

— OTO HeJeIo.

Ho xorma oH BBITAIIUI IIIa9ymero pe6eHKa 13 IIOTAaHOI'0 MecTa KapeTHl, eT0 6€CHOpHI[O‘-IHBIe
MBICJIA TIPOSACHUJIUCE. MoxeT OBITh, BCE 9TO OBIIIO OOJIBIIUM 3a6HY}KI[eHI/IeM, BBEI3BAHHBEIM 9YBCTBOM
BHHHEI.

HWtak, oH mogymain 00 3TOM.

Jlenus, 0eBOYKa U €T0 IO0Yb OYEHD ITIOXOXKH.

Kak TOJIbKO OH BHITAILIUII €€ U YBULEI Iavymyio Jlenuio, oH yoeauncs.

"9TOT peOeHOK - ee KPOBb.

BLITI0 04eBUIHO, YTO OHA YTO-TO 3Haia. ViHaue oHa Ol HE CHejIaa TaKoe TPYCTHOE JIUII0, TUXO
miava. ['epror CynepuoH MOIHSI CBOU OOJIbIINE PYKU ¥ C3KAJl KYJIaKy.

— Kak, 4epT BO3bMH, XUJjla MO BHY4YKa U I104eMy 3a Hell rHajicsa MmmepaTtop?

Ero rmasa cusinm, Kak CBUPENLIN JIEB.

BJIpyT OH BCIIOMHHIJI, YTO OHa CKa3aJia B HepBBIfI OE€Hb, KOI'Ta OHH HalllJIk pGGGHKa.

— "Ha camowMm piene... oy, MO¥ OTell MeHsI HeHaBUAUT. [loaToMy s cbexkana."

— "...0H ocKOpOGIsT TEOS?"

BcnomMHUB 3TH CJ10Ba, repiior CymepruoH KPemKo 3aKMypPHIICS.



HWwmmnepatop Ilepceii.

Korga oH cHOBa OTKPBHI I'JIa3a, B €ro rja3ax Oblia CMech TTy00KOro HeToooBaHUs U IIpefaTelbCTRa.

"OH He CMOT 3alllUTUTL MO0 HOYb....

Tepuor CymneproH ¢ caMoro Hayaslia BEICTyTas IpoTuB Gpaka Ilepces u ero moyepu. Bo3aMoxkHO, OH
MHCTUHKTHABHO NIPeACcKa3all CMepPTh JOYEPH.

TonbKo 13-3a CBOMX BHYKOB OH ITIOMOT UMIiepaTopy Ilepceio BepHYTh TPOH.

BpaTbH-6HI/I3HeLIbI CUUTAJINCh €EJUHCTBEHHBIMHU IIOTOMKAaMHM €TI0 JOYEPH.

Ho 9nu3abeT ocTaBuia Mo3agy He TOJIBKO UX.

OH He 3HaJ oAPoOHOCTEH, HO ICHO, UYTO peOEeHOK, KOTOPHIH, KaK BCe CYUTAIM, yMep He3amoJiro fo0
Onu3abeT, BRIKUIIL.

)%k

Korpa oHa cHOBa IIPOCHYJIaCh, repuor CynepHOH Oorbllle He 3amaBan Jlemuu BOIIPOCOB.

"9T0 mnmo3us? IToToMy 4TO 5T He cKasalla eMy ImpaBay?.

Jlenus BOJIHOBAsIaCh, HO ee TPEeBOIr'a BCKOPE yTHUXJIA.

9TO MPOMU3OIII0 MOTOMY, UTO repior CynepuoH mo3aboTtuscs o Jlenuu c 6ojiee OPyKeTI00HHM BHIOM
¥ TOHOM, YeM paHblIIe.

Kak 6YI[TO OH 3HAET, He CIIpallliBad MEHI.

Kak OygTo MHe He HYKHO eMy pacCKa3bIBaTh.

Kak OynTo oH OymeT KOaTh, TOKa JIenust 3arOBOPUT 00 9TOM U BOBPEMS €My PacCKazkKeT.

9T0 3acTaBUIIO ee IOYYBCTBOBATh CeOs1 HEIPUHYKIOEHHO BIIEPBHIE C TEX ITOD, KaK OHA BePHYJach U3
XpamMma.

C mpyro#t cTopoHsI, repuor CymepuoH OB HACTONIBKO K00p, uTo Jlenus 4yBCTBOBala ce0s Tak, Kak



6YJITO OHa OBlJTa CO CBOEH MaTepPhIo, C KOTOpOfI HHUKOT'Ia HEe BCTPEeYdallaCh.

Korpa ona nogyMara, 4TO AefdyIlKa 10 MaTEPUHCKOU JIMHUY OEeUCTBUTEJIBHO Y3HAJ ee, cepaue Jlenuu
IIePEIOIHUIIOCH, X el CTaJI0 TPYLHO ABIIIATh.

"¢ momxHa Oblyla CKa3aTh eMy IIPaBAy.

Ona MHOTO Pa3 IBITaJIaCh CKa3aTh 3TO, HO CJIOBA HE BBEIXOOUIIH. HOTOMy YTO OHA 3HaJla, 4TO
3alljiavyeT, €CJIn PaCCKaXeT 00 9TOM.

"Ecnu Mmou Opy3bst y3HAIOT, OHU 6OJIbIe He OyIyT Ha3kIBaTh MEHS KallUTAHOM...

KaxeTcsi, TOJIbKO BYEpa ee JPa3HUIM 3a TO, YTO OHA IyTakca. Ecu ObI OHM y3HAJIM, YTO OHA CHOBA
3aIlakasa... OHa MOTJIA IIPEICTaBUTh, KaK CHUJILHO €€ IPY3bs OYLyT Hafl HEW CMEeSThCS.

"Mt Bce paBHO OOJIbIIE HE YBUOUMCS. ..

[Tocne Toro, Kak oHa BEPHYJIaCh U3 XpaMa Ha POANHY, BO3MOZXHO, U3-3a TOI'0, YTO TaM He OBLIIO ee
pr36ﬁ, Y Hee BO3HUKIIa UIIII0O3UA, YTO OHa BEPHYJIAaCh B CBOM MOJIOABIE I'O[IHI.

E#i OBIJIO SICHO, YTO JIIOOU CTAHOBSITCS MeHbIIIe ¥ MOJI0XKe, KOT{la OHK OfMHOKM M yCTaloT. [loka oHa
Kuna B MIMIIepaTopCcKoOM OBOPIIE, €€ TEJIO U Pa3yM CXKaJUCh.

* 4 papa, uTo cOexana.

Jlenusa ImogyMaila M IIOKJIAIaCh, 9YTO Oorbllle HUKOTIA He 3aljayder.

Prirtapu Hamopurunu 6POBH, KOTraa yBumenu reprora CymeproHa, KOTOPHEIH 0COOEHHO XOPOIIIO Bl
cebq c Jlenuei.

— 4YT0 Ccny4unocs?

— ...51 BCe IIPaBUJIbHO PaCCIIbIIan?

— MeHs nyraer enle 6oblile, KOrfa OH yae0aeTcs...

Prittapu Obisid COMTHL C TONKY HEXKHBIM repiioroM CyleprnoHOM, KOTOPHIY Bcerpa Besl cebs 110
OTHOIIIEHUIO K HUM, KaK 3JI00HBIN Me[IBeMlb.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHM IPUOLUIM Ha KpuUT, mocnemHui KPYyIHLIA TOPOA IIePef] TeM, KaK OTIIPAaBUTHCS B



nMeHne CymnepuoH.

KapeTa 0CTAaHOBUIIACH II€Pel MarasuHoOM.

Fepuor Cyr[epI/IOHCKI/Iﬁ B34 Jlenuio Ha PYKH U BEITAIIIUII €€ U3 KAPETHI. OH B34 ee 3a PYKY, 1 OHHA
Kyaoa-TO HAllPAaBUIIKCE.

Jlenus ¢ ynelOKOM IOCMOTpeNa Ha JefyIIKY.
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