— Onn HUIOyT 10-meTHION0 OEBOYKY U3 I/IMHepaTOpCKOFO OBOPIIa, KOTOPAA BREITJIAOUT Ha CEMb UJIN
BOCEME JIET.

9THU CI10Ba HECKOJIBKO MCKa3UIN BBEIPA2KE€HHUE JIUId CTAPOT'0 PhILApPs. Jlenus Oblyia oIeIoMIeHa
CJIOBaMM 3CKOPTa U OaXKe He MOI'Jia MOPIrHYThb.

KIITII Ha Gomnbirol cKkopocTu oOpabaThiBall Jofe, OLICTPO MTpuOIMKaCs TOBOPOT KapaBaHa,
KOTOpPOMY TIpUHafsexkana Jlenus.

Crapblii prillapb Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aiyMaJjics. 3aTeM OH HaKJIOHUJICS BIEPEe[ U yAapuJICs O II0J BaroHa.
Jlenmus oHeMeTla, KOTfla YBUAENa 9TO.

[Mpu 6uKaiIeM pacCCMOTPEHUH OHa OOHAPYXKUIIA, YTO OH He yAapuics o0 10 BaroHa, a YTo-TO
CXBATHUJI ¥ OTKPHIIL.

I Beph mMoKa Oblla OTKPHITA, ¥ 06HAPYKUIOCH Y3K0e IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Mannrsimka, Tebe nydiine HEHAMOJT0 CIIPSITAThCS.

Jlenus Ha MTHOBeHUE 3aKoiebanach, YCIbIIIaB ero CJI0Ba, HO OHICTPO BOIIIa B HEOOJIBIIOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

OHa cBepHYynach KJIy00YKOM, KaK KpEBEeTKa, ¥ CTaphlil phillapb CHOBA 3aKPhLIT JTIOK.

I.II.: 1 KpeBeTKa 24/7

Jlenust nerna, 00XBAaTUB KOJIEHU PYKaMH, U 3aAp0zxKaJjld. Ecnu ee moiimaroT u BEPHYT B CTOJIXILY, OHaA
OEeNCTBUTEIbHO MOXKET YMEpPETh.

"Peub UMET He TOJIBKO O IPUHYOUTETFHOM Opake C HE3HAKOMEIM Y€JIOBEKOM, 9TO Ha CAMOM Jieie. ..

OHa IJIOTHO 3aKphljia I'1a3a ¥ B3sg71a CBOe 0XKepenbe. [laxke eCliu ee IOKMMaloT, Hafexkaa OCTaHeTCs.
W3 3TOr0 0xkepenbs coelaHa Bellb...

"Ho 3Had, YTO OHH CIIPATAJIN MEHA, 3TU JIIOOU MOTYT l'IOCTpaJIaTb.\



[TpoGeMa B CTapyKe ¥ PHIIAPSX, KOTOPBIe moMoranu Jlenun. OHM MOTYT PHCKOBATh CBOEH XKU3HbIO
paniu Hee.

9TO0 eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA XOTeJjla NIPeloTBPaTUTh. JIenus 3afpoxkana, fymas, 9YTo fJeliaTh.

[NTopouna o4yepenb KapeTHl, B KOTOpOfI IIpsATanachb Jlenus.

‘{epe3 MT'HOBEHHE€ CHAPY2KU IIOCIIBIIIAJICA IIYM, ¥ KTO-TO 3a OKHOM BaroHa CKa3all:

— ITo nmpuka3sy Ero BenuuecTBa s cobupaich 00RICKATh Balll 3KuMax. He Mornu Gl BH BRIUTH U3
BaroHa?

Bue3zanso...

Xoom!

C PeBOM OBEPL BAarOHa YyTh HE BBEIJIOMAJIACh.

CHapyXu ee He OTKPHIBAJIA, HO CTAPUK B KapeTe pacllaXHyJl ABePb HOTOM.

— IToueMy BBl coOMpaeTeCch OOBICKMBATH MOIO KapeTy?

— Ia, HO 5TO0 mpuKa3 Ero BennuecTsa...

Jlenust 3aKycuna ryosl ¥ gpoxaia oT cTpaxa: "[loXkanyncTa, moxanyiucra."

CHapy}KI/I BaroHa pa3daBaJINChk THEBHEIE I'OJIOCA.

[Toxoxe, BO3HUKIIA TPobiieMa MeXIY CONIOAaTOM, KOTOPHIH MBITANCs 00BICKATh KapeTy, ¥ CTaphIM
pHIIIapeM, KOTOPBIH MBITAICSI OCTAHOBUTH OOBICK. XOTSI TOOPOOHOCTEN OHA HE CIIBIIIANIA.

Jlenus xKpana, oKa ee PyKu BCIIOTEIH.

B Kako#i-To MOMEHT Ha yJIHIIe CTaJI0 THXO.

I'poxoT

OHa moYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK KTO-TO CAOUTCS B KapeTy. B 9To ke BpeMs KapeTa TPOHYJIaCh.



"OHU MEeHd He HaIIu?

3aTeM OHa yCJIBIIIaa rojioc CTaporo phaps Hap co6o.

— Mmu IIPOIIJIN OaJIEKO IIOCJIe TOr'0, KaK IIPOIIJIM 9YePe3 BOPOTa, U TeIllePh 1 OTKPOIO OBEPE.

Tyk!

IBephb B CEKPETHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO OTKPHIIACH B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZa OHA YCJIhIIIajia HeKHBIN TOJI0C,
KOTOPEIN 06JIeTrYusI ee cepare.

— ...0, UEPT BO3bMH.

CTrapuk OpHUILEeNIKHYI A3bIKOM, KOTHa YBUAE 3amaakaHHoe TuIlo Jlenuu. 3aTeM OH IPOTSHYI PYKY U
nopusan Jlemnuro.

— ...cracubo.

Jlenusa BBITEPJIA I'/la3a PyKaBaMX MaHTHUH.

Crapel¥ phIIaph YAAPUII OGHOU PYKOU IO TOJIy ¥ 3aKPHLI ABEPh CEKPETHOT0 OTCEKA.

— Tet Oviz1a HanyraHa. Tel gyMarna, 94To Te0s MouMaroT?

— Ia...

— 4 gyman, 4To Tl Xpabphiit peGeHOoK, HO TH OBOJILHO HAIyraHHBIN KOT.

[Tpu sTux cmoBax Jlenust Hamopumia 6poBb. CTaphldl PHIAPE JIyKaBO YIBIOHYICS U MPOTSIHYT Jlenuu
Oy THIIKY BOJIHL.

Jlenus He oTKa3biBanach OT Bofbl. OHA B3siyla OYTHUIKY C BOHOM U IIPOTJIOTHTIA.

"Yro Temepn?”

Jlenus 3agyMarnach, Bo3Bpaiasi OyTHIIKY BOfbL. Eif Hy2KHO ObLJIO IPUAYMaTh, Kak 00bSICHUTD, HO €€
T'0JI0Ba OTKA3kIBAJIaCh COTPYIHUYATE.

OH Mor ObI 0YeHb PACCTPOUTHLCS, ecyu OBl Y3Hall, UYTO OHA COJIrasa.



"Wy OH MOXKeT OTIIPABUThH €€ B CTONIMITY, YTOOBI He YBSI3HYTh B ee Oecropsake...

OpHako ey OBITIO0 JOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO IPUAYMATh IIPUYHUHY, IT0 KOTOPOH 10-I€THIO NEBOYKY
IpeciiefoBal He KTO MHOM, KaK MIepcKuil philapsb.

OHa He MorIa IIpuayMaTh HU4YEro, KpoMme OTBeTa:

— YeCTHO TOBOPA....

— Yro 51 Tebe ckazan? A... TH CKa3aJla, YTO HUKOTIa He BUEeJa KapTy Aypapuu?

—..a?

Ho cTapeiit BOPSIHUH HU O 4eM He cmpaiuBan Jlenuu. OH paccKasajl CBOIO MCTOPHIO, KaK HU B UeM
He OLIBAJIO.

— BaMm He uHTepecHo, moueMy s c6exana u3 MmmnepaTopckoro [IBopiia?

Vinu oH He 3HAJI, YTO COJIAATH UIMYT Jlenuto. YTO Yy HETO TOJIBKO YTO B KapeTe OB IeCATUIETHUN
pebenok. Tak 4TO, BO3MOXKHO, OH CKPHIBAJI ee, YTOOH H30exkKaTh pas3mparkeHus.

‘TeMm He MeHUe...

Onu uckanu ee. OHa OblJla TOMMaHa OPOXKAIed 1 MIauyIiel B MaJleHbKOM CEKPETHOM OTCEKe.

"4 B cuTyarmu, Korga KTO-HUOYIb YCOMHUTCS BO MHE...

Jlenmus ¢ COMHEHHEM II0OCMOTpesia Ha cTapuka. Ctaphlil phillapk 3agyMalcs Ha MTHOBEHUE M CIIPOCHIT:

— Hrak, Th KOorga-HuOyOb Cribiasa o repuore CymepuoHe? Ml cefiyac ugeM Tyma.

— ...uT0?

Jlenmus Tak UCIyTaach, YTO Y Hee YyTh He ynas Iog00pOnoK.

— ITomecThe reprora CyneproHa HaXOOUTCS B CeBepo-3anafHoi yacTu Aypapuu. OH Ha rpaHulle,
TakK 4YTO JaJibllle BCET'O OT CTOJIUIILL. - HEOPEXKHO CKa3all CTaphli phILlaph.



Jlenmus crnotHyna ciioHy. Utak... Tyma, Kyfda MBI ceiidac co6upaeMcsi, - 3TO TEPPUTOPUS CEMbU
Cynepuon?

CymiepHroHbI ObIJIA POIUTENHCKON ceMber Jmu3abeT, OMOIOruyeckoi Marepu Jlenuu.

"Ecnu Taxk... KOHEeYHO...

Jlenus c HeJOyMeHUEM IIOCMOTpesia Ha CTOSIIEero nepen Hell CTaporo peijaps. TeMHO-PYChIi CTaphi
IBOPSHUH SPKO YIIbI0AsICS, KOHTPACTUPYS C €T0 MPaYyHbIM BUIOM.

— Torpa... cry4aiHo, BEL CIIy4YalHO He...

— Ia, s repuor CynepuoH. - He6PeKHO CKa3al CTaphIil PHILIAPE.

Jlenus Oblla TUXOHBKO U3yMJIEHA.

"Kak 6e3ymHO... { mymana, OHU yHACJIeJoBaIX I[BET BOJIOC OT OTLA...

B03M0OXKHO, OHHA YHacCJIegoBaJiu CBOM PBIZKKE BOJIOCEI OT MaTEPH.

"Hert, 6omee Toro. Bel TOBOPHUTE, UTO s CEHYaC HAIPABIISIOCh HA TeppuTopuio CymeproHa?

IToT cTekarn c ee jba.

I[TomumMmo...

*...OH OTeIl MOel MaTepH.

Jlenusa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha reprora nHade, 4eM PaHbIIIe. Ona BHUMaTeNIbHO Ha0miomaa 3a ero YepTaMy,
[EeIIKO paCCMaTpuBad €Tro JIMIO.

Kakas 9acTh JIUIIa CTAapOro ABOPSHUHA [10X0XKa Ha €e MaTh, UM OH COBCEM HE II0X0XK Ha MO0 Math?
Ona mmogyMarna, MOXeT ObITh, TakK...

Craphii repLor I0CMOTPENT Ha pacTepsBIIyCcs JIenuio ¥ 3ar0BOPHUIT:

— ...Ha CaMOM [eJjie, MaJIbIIIKd, KOT'Ia 4 BIIEPBEIE YBUOEIL Tebs... A OyMajll, 9TO MOAd MePTBaA OO0Yb
BEPHYJIACh K XKHN3HHU B IETCTBE.



— ...IeHUCTBUTEILHO?

— TBowm rnmasa... OHE O4YeHB MOX0XKH Ha I'Ta3a MOEeXd MEPTBOU JOYEpPH.

Ha ato Jlenus He oTBeTHIIa 1 Konebanach. ITO ObIIO TPYOHO MOHSTE.

Kak Hm CTPaHHO, IIPpEeXOe 4eM €€ Pa3yM CMOT IMOJTHOCTBIO OﬁpaGOTaTB €ro CJIOBa, IT0 HUM IIOTEKIIN
CJIE3HI.

CTapI/IK IIpoaoJIZKaJl CBOM CJIOBa CIIOKOMHO, ¥ OY€Hb MSTKUM T'OJIOCOM.

— B mepBHIit pa3, Korjaa T TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha MeHs UCIyTaHHBIMU TJla3aMH, S IOTyMaJl O CBOeM
nouepu. OHa Bcerma MeHs 0osiach. [I0ToOMy 4TO ST OB CTPOTHUM OTIIOM.

— 91 momxkeH ObLT OBITH G0JIee TIOOSIAM OTIIOM... DTO COXKajleHHue OeCIIOKOMIIO MOe CEePAIe BCI0 MOIO
JXM3Hb. TaK YTO s He MOT 3aKpBIBaTh Ha Tebs riasa.

Jlenusa 3aKyCHJla ry6y. Ona He u3gana HU eIUHOT0 3BYKad, HO CJIE3EI TEKJIN U3 HEE.

B YT'OJIKaX I''ia3 CTapUuKa HAaBEPHYIIHUCH CIIE3EI. BraxkHBIE Cle3Bl TEKIHU MO YroJIKaM €ro MOPITHHUCTBIX
T'J1as.

"Kaxk BHI Tak IOX0XH, Korma Goutech MeHs? M3 Bcero...
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