[Tepcet HUYErO HE MOT CKa3aTh, ero OpoBU CKPUBUIUCE. OH OB TOPaXKEeH.

910 13-3a enrl? [ToToMy uTO OHa OBlna rojiomHa?

Haxkownert, ou YBUOEII IIPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPHU OalHM.

Ota OamrHs OblJIa pa3MepoM C XUKUHY Inu3abeTTrl. OgHAKO OH BHITJISEN CTAphiM U IIOTPETlaHHbIM.

OH 3Has, 4To OHa Xuia B OalllHe, HO...

— TebGe HEKOMY TOTOBUTH?

OH He crpauIBaj paHbllle, TOTOMY YTO HUKOTHA He XOTeJ 3HaTh, €CTh JIU KTO-HUOYIb, KTO MOXKET
1103a60TUTHCS 00 3TOM pebeHKe UK O TOM, UTO OHa AejaeT. OfHAKO OH CYUTa caMo Co6oi
Pa3yMeoumMCcs, YTO 10 KpaHel Mepe KTO-TO 3a00TUJICS 0 Hel, IIOCKOJIbKY OHa BCe ellle Obla
YJIEHOM KOPOJIE€BCKOM CEMbH.

Ho...

[TpocTpaHCTBO BHYTPU OAIIHU BHITTIAENIO CTAPHIM 1 00BeTIIANbIM, HO OBIO aKKypPaTHO OPTraHU30BaHO
¥ CO3[laBasio BIedyaTieHue yioTa. Ka3amock, 4To 3TO ObIJI0 OpraHU30BaHO Ybel-TO PYKOM.

9TOT pebeHOK He cMOT Obl BHIUUCTUTH BCE B ONUHOYKY.

VimmepatTop Ilepceit CHOBA OIYCTHII TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEN Ha Jlenuio. Pe6eHOK BHTTIAAEN Xyoee, YeM B
TIOCJIeIHUM pa3, Korha OH ee BU[IEel.

Korpa Ha mHSX ymMep JIupnii, 4enoBeK, KOTOPHIM IpUcMaTprBan 3a pedeHKoM, oxoxe, yien. OHa C
TeX 0P rojopana?

Hmnepatop Ilepcest TOpbKO CxKajl KyJlak.

Kak OBI CUIIBHO OH ee HU HeHaBHUIeJs, OH TakXKe OblI oTiioM. OH He ObUI TAKUM XKECTOKHM UYeJIOBEKOM,
4yTOOBI PACCEPOUTLCS, KOTTIa YCIIBINIAN, YTO peOeHOK IoJIofieH.

Bomee Toro, sToT pe6eHOK OBLn POBECHUKOM HOnuaHH], KOTOPYIO OH JIeJIEedIl.

Osa BrIT/IsIIE1a 00IBHOM 10 CPAaBHEHMIO C €T0 HOYEPEIO.



U xorma pe6eHOK CKa3aJl 3TH CJIOBa:

— "4l Huyero He Kpaia", 9TO JOIKHO OBITH ITPABIIOM.

Ecnu ObI OHa yKpasa 4To-HUOYObh U3 XUXKUHE, Kapuyc He oTycTui OH ee.

— Pa3Be HUKTO He mo3aboTuics o Tede mocie cMmepTu JIugui?

Jlenus GBICTPO MOMHSTIA TOIOBY Ha ero cjioBa. ['oyoc umnepaTopa Ilepcest Ka3ancsi HEMHOTO MeHee
3JIBIM.

— OHu He 3HaAJH, YTO g NpUOHITa Ha HEUTPANIbHYI0 TEPPUTOPHIO IO TPUKa3y uMneparopa Jingus.

Yro XK, 66110 60JIEE BEPOSITHO, YTO BCE, KTO 3HAI 00 9TOM, OBLIM YOUTHE COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMHU
JIupusi, Tak Kak 9T0O OBIJIO €r0 XapaKTepPoM.

— ... IPUILTI0 KOoro-HuOyab ciofa. Ho ecnu TH moMgenis Tyga CHOBA, Tebe IPUAEeTCS IOUTH 3a
MaMOH.

Cka3as 9710, Ilepceii TOBEPHYJICS CIMHOU U yIIe].

) He MOl“y HOBepI/ITB, YTO THI OTHpaBJ'IHeI.Hb MEHSI K MOGI7I MaTepI/I. qTO 2K, THI uyMaemb, g TaK JIETKO
yMpy?

Jlenus CO3HATENbHO KPUTUKOBAJIA €0 Gonee OTKDEITO.

Yrpoza umnepaTopa Ilepcest Gblyla yCTpaluaImei, Ho JIenus MIaHuPOBajia BEPHYThCS B XUXKWUHY.

"KoHeuHO, Ha 3TOT pas3 s J0JIXKeH OLITh OCTOPOXKHEee, YTOOH MeHsT He TIOMMaJIu.

OHa HMYero He MorJya ¢ co00 mofenaTh. Ema Ovla He eqUHCTBEHHOM MPo6IeMoii, HO el TaKxke
HY2KHO OBIJTO HAWTH BREIXOM M3 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO 3aMKa.

Jlenus Oblya Tak yOUBIIeHA, YTO €M IPUIIIOCHE HEKOTOPOE BPeMS M0JIeKaTh, CBEPHYBIIIHUCH
KaJlauuKoM, 1o GyTOHOM, YTOOR CHOBA YCIIOKOUTE CBOE CEpHIe.
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Bompeku pemuienuto, Jlenust Kakoe-To BpeMsi C TPYHOOM cobupanach B XUKUHY. ITO IIPOUIOLIIO
TIOTOMY, YTO C/Ty>KaHKa Hadalla XOOUTh K CBOei OalrHe u 06paTHO Ha CIeAyIOIINi IeHb OCTIe TOTO,
Kak umnepaTop Ilepceit mocetun ee moM. [OpHUYHAS IPUHOCHIIA €y Pa3 B J€Hb, U TO K€ CaMOe C
HAXMYPEHHEIM JTHIIOM.

9T0 GBI TPOCTO YEPCTBHIM XJ1e6 U Clerka MOATHUBIIME GPYKTH, HO el ObIJI0 UHTEPECHO, OTKYHa OHU
B3SLJIUCH.

BrIno yIUBUTENIBHO Y3HATh, UTO B XUKUHE [axke eCTh IIPeAMETH 1ePBOil HE0OXOIUMOCTH.

Opnnako Jlenusi He MOTJIa MOKUHYTH OAITHIO U3-3a TOPHUYHOM, KOTOPas MPUXOAXIIa K HeH 110
BO3MOXKHOCTH, B HEYCTAHOBJIEHHOE BpEMS KaXKIbIU [NEHb.

"MoxeTt ObITh, ©MITepaTop Ilepcelt mocman ee MpUCMaTPUBAThH 3a MHOH. ..

Ecnu ropHuYyHas HUKOTO He HaudeT B OalllHe, OHa HeMEJIEHHO COOOUIUT 00 3TOM UMIIEPaTOpy
[Tepceto. TTo sTou npuyuHe Jlenus NpUIIOCh BeCh OeHb KOaTh TOPHUYHYIO, HE 3Has, KOT[a OHa
mpuener.

Ho ogHaxmwl...

— MHe HyKHO IPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha 3aBTpalIHeM OaHKeTe, II03TOMY 51 He CMOI'y IpUHUTH. BoT mouemy s
3apaHee IpuHecsa Tebe [0CTaTOYHO efibl Ha 3aBTPa, YTOOH! TH 3HasA.

FOpHI/I‘-IHaH HeTepPIIeJIInBO O6'bHCHI/IJ'Ia, HO 11 Jlenuu 3TO HOIIO Ha IIOJIB3Y.

Ona xoTena, YTOORI TOPHHYHAA IIPUXOOKWJIa Pa3 B HECKOJIBKO JIHefI, HO el IIPUIIIOCE COEPXKUBATHC.

Benp, ropHUYHAS MOXKET 3allOlO3PUTh €€ B YEM-TO UJIH laXKe IIepecTaTh MPHUHOCUTD et eny. OHa
HUYEero He CKa3aja, IOTOMY 4TO BCe ellle Moy4aa 3Ty efy KaK/blil JeHb.

"PasBe 9T0 He CIENUANbHO, YTOOE TIOCMOTPETS, TIOUAY 5 B XUXKXWHY WIIA HET?

Jlenus IIomo3peBaiia, 4YTO 3TO JIOBYIIIKA.

OnHako, Bonpekyu oxupanusaMm Jlenun, paboTa TOPHUYHOM 3aKJI04Yanach B TOM, YTOOH "IPUHOCUTD
eny" c caMoro Hayaa.

Muccuu o HabmoneHuo 3a Jlennen He OBLIO.

Y Jlenuu, KOoTOpas 3TOr0 He 3Hasla, He OBIIO APYroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KakK OBITh OCTOPOXKHOM B CBOUX



OENCTBUSIX.

9T0 OBIIO HE3aIOJIT0 10 PACCBeTa CIIENYIOUIEro IHS.

Pano YTpoM Jlenusa 6pOJII/IJ'Ia BO3JI€ CBOEro JoMa. K cyacTeio, CKa3aHHOE FOpHPI‘-IHOfI He OBIJIO JTOXKbIO.

BaHKeT, Ka3anoch, 0eUCTBUTENIbHO ITPOUCXOOUI, ¥ CIIYTH ObIIM 3aHSTHL.

BeposiTHO, 3TO OBlIa BeYuepuHKa, Ha KOTopou FKOnraHa moipyKunach.

[Tocrne MHIMAEHTA C KYKJIOHN IIPOIIIIO0 MHOTO BPEMEHH, TaK UTO 3TO OBIJI IOYTH JIeHb POKAEHUS
FOnuaHm.

A nepen 3TuM ObLN yCcTPOoeH OaHKeT, 4ToObI FOnmMaHa cMoriia yKUTLCS C JETHMHU ee Bo3pacTa.

Brln ciydaii, Korfa OOuH U3 apUCTOKPaTHYeCKUX MaJIbuUKOB, IPUCYTCTBOBABIINY Ha OaHKETe,
oTToNKHYyN Onuany.

" 9T0 OBIJI JOBOJIBHO CEPhe3HbIH HHITUIECHT.

L[aparmHa Ha JIaJOHH KOnuans IIPUHOCUT MAJIbYUKY OIPOMHO€E HeCHaCThe.

9T0 mpou301I0 MOTOMY, 4TO CepuK U [[aMueH, KOTOPHIE CIIUIIKOM JII00UIN 1 3a00THUITUCD O
KOnuane, He mpocTunu pedeHKa.

[TpuMepHO B 3T0 ke BpeMs Cenpuk u [JaMuaH CIUIIKOM CHUJIbHO 3aimuinany KOmraHy, BO3MOXKHO,
maxke Oosbile, yeM uMmiepatop Ilepcei.

HaBepHoe, 3T0 3TOPOBO U MUJIO - UMETh MJIAALIYIO CECTPY B IIEPBEI pas.

9t0 OBIN e1le ¥ 6aHKET, HA KOTOPOM TepOi BIlepBEle BCTPeTHIICS ¢ KOnuaHow.

I[Tocne cerogusuIHero 6aHKeTa OHU CTalIu OJIU3KUMU IPY3bSIMU U B OyAyLIeM CTaHYT JIF0OOBHUKaMHU.

"9T0 He Moe 1erso.”

s Jlenuu 3T0 OBLI MEHL BO3MOXKHOCTEH.

B03MOXHOCTEL CIIOKOMHO HIMMOHUTE 3a XUXKUHOMH.



I/IMnepaTopa Hepceﬂ ToXKe oTBneuveT OaHKeT KOnmuantl, a Jlenus Ha BpeMsa GYJIGT BpPaCIIJIOX.

"MHe HyKHO HaWTH eTr0 CEerOmHSs.

Hrak, nocne obena Jlenus moxkpganach Hadana OaHKeTa.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KakK GaHKeT HadaJjCs, U3 cafa MOCkIIanach cinabas My3bKa.

"A Temeps IOUUIH.

Jlenvsa cobOpasia 4eMofiaH ¥ OCTOPOXKHO IMOKMHYJIa OallIHIo.
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Ha Bcsiku#t crydayt JIeqmus MONT0 ocMaTprBaia XUXKUHY, 4YTOOH yOeOUThLCS, YTO HUKOTO HeT psamoM. K
CYacThbi0, CMOTPETh Ha Hee OBIII0 HEKOMY.

"4 MOTpaTHIT CAAMIIIKOM MHOT'O BPEMEHHU.

Jlenus, BEICYHYB SI3BIK, OBICTPO MONBITaNIaCh OTKPHITH IBEPh KaOUHHI.

Bywm!

Ho gBeps Onina 3amepra.

"HUmnepatop Ilepceit...!”

“Inoxoit gen! OH 3amep gBepb!”

OmHako 9T0 OBUIO y2Ke HEMHOTO IIpeficKa3yeMo. B KoHIle KOHIOB JIenus BHIHYJIA U3 CYMKH TOHKYIO
KeJIe3HYI0 TaJKy.

Cel"OJIHﬂ en IIPUIIIIOCE OTKPLITE OBEPDH cunoi. Bo3MOXKHOCTH, HOJI06HI:IG CEeTOOHAITHEMY, OoJibIlle He
IMpeaCTaBATCA.

TyK.

"OH OTKphBIICS!”



Hecmotps Ha TO, uTO Jlenus HeMHOro 3abIyauiach, e ynanoch OTKPHITh IBepb. OHA OrJIsifenach u
OBICTPO BOIIIJIA BHYTPb.

Bo3pnyx B xuxkKuHe ObIJT TEIIBIM, XOTS, OOJIZKHO OBITh, BCe 3TO BpeMsi OH OblI mycT. MoxeT, Jlenusi Tak
myMaja, IOTOMY YTO 3TO MeCTO ObLIIO pyKaMy €€ MaTepH.

Jlenus IIpUIIlJia B ce0s Cc ommo3maHueM, HaclaXKaasiCh TETJIOM BHYTDH.

“Ceiiuac He BpeMs.

CHauaJsia OHa IOCMOTpEJIa Ha 3allOMHUBILIKECS MeCTa U nmopymalia:

"B cnenpyrommii pa3 s MOMKHA Ty[da 3arIsSHyTh.

Ho Bompeku ee BOOOpakeHUIO B HUX HEe OBIJIO HUYEro 0COOeHHOTO.

B sumke KoMopa ObIM aKCeccyaphl U YKpalleHus, HO OH He OBII II0X0K Ha KaMeHb MaHHI ¢ 0C000M
Maruen.

"Hu-ue-ro...”

Kak oHa MOXKeT HUYEro He BUIETh?

OHa cnpllIana, 4YTo eCTb MHOT'O WHTEPECHBIX Marn4€CKuX MHCTPYMEHTOB...

"Wmmepatop [epcedt yxke B3I UX?

OHa He 3Hana, 4To Tak OymeT. CKopee Bcero, Tak u Obisio. OH BCceryia CKy4aeT II0 XKeHe, TI09TOMY
CMOTPHUT Ha BEIX U MHITAETCS YCIOKOUTHCS.

*3T0 OBLIO [OJTO."

B TakoM YHBIHUHU Jlenuu TIIPUIINTIOCH TTIOKUHYTE 3TO MECTO. Ona CTepJia Cliennsl IIOMCKOB Koe-Te,
3allepiia OIBEPh U BHIIIJIA U3 KaGI/IHBI, " ee HOTH paCCJ'Ia6I/ITII/ICB.

[ToueMy-TO el 3aX0TEJIOCH IIJIaKaTh, I03TOMY Jlenus nocnemHee HapaBUIach K OalrHe.

Ho korpa oHa nopoiiia K OarrHe,



Y10 310?"

BrII creq Koro-To ImOOXOonsIIero K OallHe.

Jlenust mouyBCTBOBaIa ce0s1 COBEPIIEHHO HE TaK, Kak 00BIYHO, ¥ OBICTPO BOIIIa BHYTPh. Kak u
0KM[AJIOCh, KTO-TO BOPBAJICS B €€ XUKUHY.

— ...4TO THI?

— OM-M-M!

[TepBriMu 3TO 00HapyXuu Cegpuk U [[aMueH, KOTOPhEe CUIIbHO HAaXMYPUJIKCh.

OHu ckynunu, 4ToOB OTKPHITh MaJeHbKYIO IBepb HaBepxy OamHu. HaBepHOe, IPUIIINA IOCMOTPETD
Ha 3BE3[HL.

A 3a HUMU OHa yBH[eJa BOJIOCH H)raHHL.

>Tloxoxe, Cempuk u [IoMueH IpUBEIU €€, YTOOHI ITOKa3aTh €M 3Be3MHl, 1 AyMalo?

E# cTamo HEempUSTHO IIPYU MBICTIU O TOM, YTO KTO-TO BTOpPraeTcs B ee 6€3011acHOe MeCTO.

>Mos Kykia...!

HOnuaHa Gblyla 3aMedeHa C KYKJION-KPOJIMKOM Ha KPOBATH M TIOOOIIBITHRIM JIUIIOM, O3UPAIOIIMMCS 110
CTOPOHAM.

Teno Jlenuu OBUHYIOCH IIEPBHIM, KOTIa OHA IIOAyMasa, YTO V Hee MOTYT YKPaCTh KYKIIy.

— 910 Moe!

Jlenust OBICTPO TOAOIIIA K HEW U CUJIBHO BeIXBaTua y FOMuaHHb COOCTBEHHYIO KYKITY.

Ho ona Oblnia Takow...

— Te1 B cBOEM yMe?!!



— Ou!

Crnellllanmuch cepauTeie rojoca Cempuka u J[IsMueHa.
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