Jlenus nopyMarta, nepexusai nu Ockap Takoe CTpalIHoe COObITHE CHOBA, ¥ OHA XOTeJla ero
YBUIETS...

"KcraTH, a KeM OH ObLI?”

Jlenus BCIIOMHUIIa CTPAIIHOTI'0 MY2KYHHY, KOTOPOT'O OHA BCTPETHUIIa HEdABHO.

KenToBaTo-3eJIeHbIE I'JTa3a C KpPaCHOBATEIMHU BOJIOCaMH.

Mosono# yenosexk et 20 ¢ HeOOJIbIIUM.

"¢ Mory mymMaTh TONBKO 06 OJHOM YEJIOBEKE...

Kak Jlenus meiTanach BCIIOMHUTD, OHA CTaia 00jiee YBepeHHOH.

"OH 6pat Moel MaTepu Jnu3aberT.

Orer; Onmu3abeTThl, ObI reprioroM CymeproHOM, KOTOPHIH 3allUIlail CeBepo-3alagHblid PeTHOH.

Onu3sabet ymepna, u JIuguii CTam ©UMIEPATOPOM, HO OHA BCE ellle 0CTaBajacCh IBOPSTHUHOM 110 UMEHU
1 Ha CaMOoM [ieJie.

' B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ST OYEeHb 3allyTalach, HO...

Y Onu3zabet O6b110 HECKOIBKO OpaTheB U cecTep. TOT 4emoBeK ObLT OBl OMHUM U3 HUX.

"¢ mymaro, 94TO OH MPHIIE] TO3HAKOMHUTECS CO CBOMMH IIJIEMSIHHUKAMU, OIH3HEeI[aMu.

CymepuoHH TaKxke moMoriu Ilepceto BepHYyTh TPOoH. OOHAKO eMy He YHOaloCh OCTUYD 3TOH IeTU U
BCKODE OH BEPHYJICS Ha CeBepo-3amaf.

3aBepIneHre MecTyd Jnu3abeT 03HaYano, YTo Bce ObIJI0 6€CCMBICTIEHHO.

Wmmnepatop Ilepceit uyBcTBOBa ce0s B JONTY Iepeq HUMMU.

"CymmepHOHH 3TUTUCh Ha uMmepartopa I[lepces 3a To, YTO OH He CMOT 3allUTUTh Inu3aberT...”

OmHako, mocKoNbKy Cenpuk U [I9MueH, KOTOphie YHACTIEOYIOT TPOH B OymyiieM, IpHHaAIeXaT K
POMIOCIIOBHOM DIU3a0eTTH, 9TO He IPUBEET K IIJIOXHM OTHOIIEHHUSIM.



"Ecnu mogymaTh, OH Ha CAMOM [ejie MHe [sas...

Ha mMrHoBeHue Jlenus mogymania 0 TOM, YTOOH IIOIMTPOCUTH O ITOMOIIM, PACKPEIBast PaKTHL.

OpHako oHa TYT 2Ke CrJIOTHYIIa.

OH BCe paBHO He II0BEPUT er. Kpome TOro, €Ciiv 0OHa pacCepOuT ero, Kak paHbllle, 0Ha MOXKET YIIacThb
B 00MOPOK, TIOTOMY YTO €ii 04eHb CTPAIIHO IIepes HUM.

“OH Gbl Ipepmoyesn yOUTb MeHS.

Jlenus mokKadaJsa roJoBOM U B3APOTHYyJIa.

"¢ OblTa TakK HaIyraHa...

Bo3M0KHO, OH 04eHb JII0OUII CBOIO ITIOKOMHYIO CECTPY. YBUAEB JIennio, OH IOHSJ, YTO OHA J0Yb
IIOKOWHOU MPUHIIECCH Apuc, KOTopas u3[eBaach U My4dusia ero CecTpy, 4YTo ero pa303uio.

Ero cepauToe nuiio0, KOTOPOE, BO3MOXKHO, HEMHOI'0 HAallOMHHAJIO €e MaTh, 3aCTaBUIIO JIeIHIo
TIOYYBCTBOBAThH Ce0s IIOMABIIEHHOM, KOTTIa OHa BCIIOMHMIIA €70 BEIpaXkKeHue.
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To xe camoe oTHOCUNOCH ¥ K Kapuycy Cynepuosy, pa3o3nusiineMycs Ha Jlemnuio.

OH MpayHO TOCMOTpPETI Ha 6/1aroyCTPOEHHYIO XUKUHY.

[Topa ITepceto BEpHYTHCS Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHIO, ITIOCKOJIBKY OH 0/1ar0I0JTy4YHO B30IIeJ Ha TPOH, a ero
IJIEMAHHUKY OBIIU B 0€30MaCHOCTH.

On IIpUIIesyl CerogHs IIOIIPOIaThCA C CGCTpOfI B IIOCJIEIHUM pas. I/IMHepaTop Hepceﬁ YIIOMSAHYJT €eMY
00 3TOM MecTe, KOTOPOMY IIPEOCTOAJIO €eIlle OJHO JOJIT0€ IIyTeIlIeCTBUe. Onu3abert Onlna B Xopomux
OTHOILIEHUAX CO CBOUMHU 6paTb$IMI/I nepen CMEPTERIO.

— CecrTpa...

Kapuyc ckpusumics. Bckope u3 ero ria3 noTeKIu Ce3sl.



ToT (akT, YTO OH HE CMOT 3aIUTUTh dnu3abeT oT JIupu, Ob1 60IE3HEHHOW PAHOM U TO30POM [IJIS
BCEX CYIIEPUOHOB.

Kapuyc Take UCHIHITEBAT I'NTy00KOE YyBCTBO BUHHI.

OH mpornoTui 601k U BEITEP CJIe3bl. 3aTeM OH BCIIOMHUIT MaJIeHbKYIO HEBOYKY, KOTOPYIO BUOET
paHbIIIe.

Crauarna oH 4yBCTBOBa cebsa HEKOM(MOPTHO ¢ pebeHKOM, Oynyuu CynepruoHOM, HO TaKOM YPOBEHb
nuckoMpopTa OB CTPaHHBIM.

"9TO0 U3-3a TeX XKeITO-3eJIeHLIX IJIas.

[TpuunHa grckoMdopTa, BEPOSITHO, B TOM, YTO Yy HEe TaKHe XKe rj1a3a, Kak y ero CeCTphl. Y 4elloBeKa,
BIIOOMBIIIETOCS B IpUHIIECCY ANpPUC, TJIa3a OBIIM II0X0XKY Ha I'Jla3a €r0 CECTPHI.

OH Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aKpHuyaj Ha Hee, HO OH TaKXkKe [TOYYyBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE YYBCTBO BUHEI U CKa3aJl
cebe:

— 4 cIuImKOM paccepouics?

9TO 4yBCTBO, KaK ¥ AUCKOMMDOPT, OBIIIO OYEBUIHO U3-3a ITUX JKEJITO-3€JIEHHIX IJ1a3.

Ho moTepThle MaHTUY [AEBYIIKH, CTPOWHAsA GUTypa U MaJleHbKOe TUYUKO NeCTBOBaIM €My Ha HEPBHI.

— HuxkTo 0 Helt He 3a00TUTCSI? ITO MOTJIO OBITH IIPABIOM.

Ona Oblyta 3aHO301 B r71a3y uMieparopa I[lepcest.

Bes cepbe3HO¥ TpaBMbI HUKTO OB HE TIOHOIIEN ¥ He mo3aboTumncs o peberke. [laxe Ilepcero, TOMBKO
YTO CTABIIEMY UMIIEPATOPOM, GBIZIO TPYAHO CMOTPETH Ha peOeHKa.

— Kakas y Hee cTpaHHas cynnba.

OHa xuta 6egHOM XKU3HBIO, IOTOMY 4YTO Obl/Ia JOUEPhIO TOM XKEHIIUHBI, AUPUC.

OH BcioMHMI coOpaHKe, Ha KOTOPOM IIPHCYTCTBOBAJI CETOMHS YTPOM.

HmeHnHO Onmaromaps CymeOHOMY 3aceaHuIo, B KOTOPOM OH y4acTBOBAJI CETOMHsI, OH CMOT OBICTPO
y3HaTh, KTO OHa TaKasl, yBUIeB pebeHKa.



9Toro pebeHKa ClIy4aliHO YIIOMSHYJIA Ha BCTPeYe.

MuHHUCTPH 00CyXKmany, Kak n36aBUTLCS 0T pebeHKa, ¥ AUCKYCCHUU OBITM HACTOJIBKO Y2KACHBIMHU U
TPEBOKHEIMH, YTO 3TO OBIJIO HEIIPHUSTHO CIIBIIIATD.

"OgHAKO OHA IPWHAMJIEXKHUT K UMIIEPATOPCKOHN CeMbe, U IeBOYKY IIBITAIOTCS OTIPABUTD TyHa, Kyma
OTIIPABISIOT paboTaTh APUCTOKPATOB.

Wmmepatop [epcell mpuKa3an HEKOTOpOe BpeMs He YIOMUHAThL 0 pebeHKe, CKa3aB, 4YTO He X04eT
CITHIIIIATH €€ WM.

' B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OT Hee n30aBsATCsI B COOTBETCTBUHM C OJHHM U3 IIPEJI0KEHNH, BEICKA3aHHBIX Ha
CETONHSIIHEeH BCTpeyYe.

2Ku3Hb KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH, KOTOPAs HONT0e BpeMs Obllla OTpe3aHa, Oplla HECYACTHOM.

W y Kapuyca Ovlna Muccus He faTh Cyb0e [IByX ero OCTaBIIUXCS IIEMSTHHUKOB CTATh IIOX0XKUMH Ha
3TOTO pedeHKa.

— Kto0 0 koM Gecrokoutca? BiuH.

Kapnyc THUXO0 BBIPYTAJICA U BHIIIE] U3 XUXKWHBI.

Temeps MeCTh 3a €r0 MEPTBYIO CECTPY 3aKOHYMIIACh.

Cempuk u [IaMueH Teneps OblIM eIUHCTBEHHBIMU cliegaMu Jnu3abeT B ceMbe CyIepuoH.

Papgu 9nmu3abeT oH [OJKeH ObUT 3alIUTUTH IBYX CBOUX IIJIEMSIHHUKOB.

OH BBIIIETT M3 XUKUHEI, YTOOH! TIOMPOIIATHCS CO CBOMMM MIJIEMSTHHUKAMU KaK C WX JTACKOBEIM [ISIEH,
aKKypaTHO CTUPAsi CJIeHbl CBOUX CJIE3.

U xTo-TO M3pmaneka Habmogas, kKak Kapryc HampaBisieTcs B CTOPOHY Jieca.

Myk4rHa [ONT0 CTOSI U Habmoar.

Tak 4TO, KOHEYHO, OH JaxKe OBLI CBHUIIETEJIEM TOr0, Kak Jlemus y6e>Kana N3 XUKUHEI.



OH mBUHYICS BIIepeMd, CMOPIIUB J100.

910 OBITIO B CTOPOHY MaJieHbKOM OalllHM, TIe OCTaHOBUIIACh JIenusi.
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B ato Bpems Jlenus, efBa YCIIOKOMBILIACSA, yCTpanBajla BeIll¥ B CBOEU KOMHATe.

Xjiom!

OpHako Bely, KOTOphle OB PacCTaBJIEHH IIepefl ABEPhIO, CHOBA UCIIOPTUIIUCH, KOTHAa KTO-TO IIHYII
OBEDb.

Jlenmusi OT yOUBJIEHUS ymajia Ha CIUHY, Kak OyOTO ee ymapuiia MOJIHUS.

IIBepb C MpayHbIM JIMIIOM OTKPHLI OTPOMHBIM B3POCTIbIM MyKUKMHa.

Jlenus HaNpsAXKeHHO CXKaJjla KyJak.

OHa IpoCTO yMalia, YTo [efaTh, eCIH Ha Hee paccepOuiics 6paT dmusaber.

"Hmmneparop Ilepceit...?"

bamnio mocetun uMmneparop Ilepceii.

OH Ov11 0uH, 663 COMPOBOXKMAIONIETO U TEJIOXPAHUTEIS.

[Tepcei momo1ien K Hew ¢ ropa3no 0ojiee yCTpallaioM BEIPaKeHueM JIMIla, YeM Y YeJI0BEKa,
KOTOPOT'0 OHAa TOJIbKO YTO BCTPETHUIIA.

Jlenus 3aTaunia OhHIXaHUE.

Ona Obla paga, 4To 3TO OBITT HE TOT MYXK4YHUHA, HO, MOXKeT OBITh, OH OBIJT JIyYIIIE. ..

T[Tepceit ORICTPO 3aKPHUT I'/Ta3a ¥ CHOBA OTKPHIT UX.

— 3aueM THI IOIIIIA B XMKUHY? Kak TH Halllzla 3T0 MecTo? ANpuC IoKa3kiBaia Tebe 9T0 MecTo, Koraa



TH OBIJIA MOJIOma?? ITO MecTo...!!

OH He MOT TOBOPHUTD, Kak OynTo OBUI CUIBHO PaHEH IOBPEXAEHNEM €T0 IParolleHHOr0 UMYIecTBa. B
€ro TOHe ¥ BRIpaKeHUHU JIKIla YYBCTBOBA/IMCH TEMHbBIE 3MOIINY, TaKHe KaK HeCIIpaBedInBOCTh,
HETOMIOBAaHUE, TOPe ¥ HEHABUCTD.

Bo3Mo0xkHO, OH BuIeJ, Kak JIlenus BEIXOOUIIA U3 KAlOThl Jiu3aler.

JInio HMIIepaTopa Hepceﬂ BBITJIA0EJIO TaKUM I'OPBKHM U II€YaJIbHEIM, YTO Jlenus He MOTJIa OTBETUTh.

OH OymeT 37mUThCS, 4TO OBl OHA HYU TOBOPUIIA.

IIepcen cka3ai, IOOaBsAs CBOU THEB:

— 3TO He TO MECTO, Kyaa Thl MOXKEIb XOOUTE. OTBeTh MHE, 3aYEM THI Tyoa TomnmIa?

910 OBln TBepOLY TOH. OHa YYBCTBOBAJa, YTO OH OOJIbIIIE HE CIIPOCHT.

OrmrenoMieHHast ero MPUCYTCTBUEM, JIeus OMyCTHUIIaCh Ha KOJIEHHU U TTOICO3HATENIbHO CKITOHUTIA
TOJIOBY.

ByneMm 4ecTHHL.

"Hert, 51 He MOTy OBITh TOJTHOCTBIO YECTHOM, HO...

— Hy, ecTs 6bisi0 Hevero... Tak 4To0...

- OCTOPO2XKHO CKa3adJllad Jlenmust. 910 OBIN (1)aKT, d He IIPOCTO JIOXKb.

— Yro?

— 4 Ovina roynopHa... 9 morta Tyga, 4ToOs HaWTH 4TO-HUOYOs moecTh. Ho s Hu4yero He Kpasna! 5
IIPOCTO OTJIsIfeNiach U cpa3y Xke BhIlia!!

"Ha camowm pene, s ykpaia eny. 4 coBpana.

Korpa ona y3Hana, 4to y 9nmu3abeT eCTh Marn4eckyu KOHCEPBUPOBaHHAS efla, OHA yKpasa Te



CTeKINsTHHbIe (rmakoHEl. Ho Temeph OHa meHCTBUTENbHO 00sIachk, 4To uMiepartop Ilepceit yomeT ee.

"¢ He X0uy yMuparTh. { He X04y yMUPATh.

Ecmu Jlenust moruGHeT OT PpyK uMmnepaTtopa [lepcesi, 3To 6ygeT GONbINOM MOTepe u [ HeTo.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, uMIiepaTop Ilepceit y3HaeT, uTo Jlemus - ero cOOCTBeHHas KPOBb.

ITo croxeTy Ilepcero mo3xKe MPUIIIOCH HEJIETKO, X0Ts Jlenus nmorubia B pe3y/ibTaTe HeCUaCTHOTO
cny4dast. HackoybKo C0KHO OBUI0 OBl 3HATh, YTO OH YOUT ee COOCTBEHHEIME PyKaMu?

Tak uTo Jlenusa cinoxuia pyKy U yMoJIsiia.

OHa goIKHa KaK-TO XKUTh.

— 4 Orina HempaBa, HO S HUYETo He Kpasa. [I-IpoCTHTe, TPOCTUTE MEHS...
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