— KoponeBckoe BricOuecTBO, HACHIEOHBIA TPHUHII... IPECTYIHUK. ..

— Bame BenuyecTBO cam mouMal BUHOBHOTO. CUMTAETCS, YTO 3TOT YE€JI0BEK HAXOOUTCS B TIOPbME.

— He MOT'Y ITIOBEPHUTE, YTO OHH C HUM JIETKO 06XOI[HTC$I.

Jlenust, KOTOpas MpsiTanach ¥ Cyllajia pacCKasbl CBOUX CIIYT, UCIyTalach ¥ MPUKPHIIa poT 06euMu
pyKamu.

Ona 6pocunacsk K OarrHe, Kak 6ynro yberasi.

“IMpuHn JIeo, DOMKHO OBITE, y2Ke MEPTB...!

Bepuysmucs B 6a1uHto, Jlenus mopouuia K ctony. Bria Kyda nuceM, KOTOPHIMU OHa 00MeHUBasach C
OPY3bsIMU.

"Yro s moyKHA HmenaTh? He MOry mOBepuUTh, YTO OH YKe MEpPTB.

Jlenust HepBHO OpoauIIa IO CTOMY.

"EcTb 11 c110co6 pacckasaTh JeTSIM YTO-HHOYMb...?"

Vim GymeT rpyCcTHO, KOTTIa OHM Y3HAIOT, YTO IPUHI] JIeo BOT Tak yMmep.

Jlenus cena 3a CTON ¥ YacaMu My4yuiach. Kak Obl OHa HU cTapanachk 06 3TOM OyMaTh, OHa He MOTJa
IPUAYMaTh XOPOIIKM CII0CO0.

"Ecmu 51 caM cKaxy IpaBmy, s yMpy. Ho ecnu s cMOTy 3aCTaBUTh KOTO-HUOYIb 3aMETHUTb...

Jlenus BCIIOMHUJIA OBYX U3 YETHIPEX CBOUX JIPY3€l, KOTOPHIE MOTJIM OBITh COOOPA3UTEIbHEIMU.
I'puddut 1 Pomeo He OBITU TAKUMU CKYYHBIMY, KaK [IBOE OPYTUX, YTOOB OHU MOTJIU 3TO 3aMETHUTh.

ITotom...

Jlenus IIpocupgeia 3a CBOMM CTOJIOM BECH JE€Hb, HE COMHEBAACE BO CHE.

U Ha paccsere.



BHe3amnHo 3a OKHOM pa3fasiCs yKaCHBIU IIyM.

Bywm! Bywm!

Pa3masicst 3ByK B3pHIBA U T'yIOK.

YnuBneHHas 3BYKOM, OHa BHITJISHYJIa B OKHO. M3 3aMKa IOJHUMAJICS AbIM. TakxKe ObIJIO Topsiiee
IIams.

"Bo3MmoxkHO #, uTO uMIepaTop [lepcei yxe Bomen?

Torpa ObITIO SICHO, YTO K 9TOM OalllHe, TTie Haxo#uack Jlens, KUHYIUCh COJIAATHI.

Jlenus peluiachk, fOCTala HOBBIM TUCT OyMaru u B3sijia aBTOPYYKY. Y Hee He ObIIO BpeMeHU AyMaTh
poJbIIe.

Ona ImpuayMaila MHO2K€EeCTBO HpeI[J'IO}KeHI/IfI B CBO€H T'0JIOBEe, HO B UTOTe HallKcasa TOJIBKO OJHO
CIIOBO.

Jlenusa Aypapus.

Ee HacTosmiee ums4.

*[1.I.: UM YOUMIIBI, TIXIIX

Ona 6bly1a yBepeHa, YTo KTO-HUOyAb 3aMeTuT. 1o kpaliHell Mepe, OOUH YeJloBeK OymerT.

BrIHYB 13 IepheBOil PYyUKY BOJIIEeOHEIM KaMeHb, Jlenus HafeXKHO CIpsiTana ero noj NepeBsSHHBIM
II0JIOM C IIMCHMOM. 3aTeM OHa BOIIUIa B IKad, CBepHYyIach KIyOOYKOM U NPUKpPHIIA YIIIH.

OHa mpuUKHUOBIBAIACh 3PeJjIoi Mepeq APy3bsiMH, HO B UTOTe Jlenue UCIIOIHUIIOCH BCETO IEeCSTh JIeT.
BEIIO CITOKHO HOPMAaIbHO MBICTIUTh M3-3a JJOHOCHUBIIETOCSI CHapyXKu IyMa CTpenb0sl. Ee cepaile
0eIleHo KOJIOTHIIOCh.

3BYKI/I CpaXalomuXCqa CONaaT IIPOaoJIZKaluCh ABa JHS.

)%k

3aKpHIB YIIM, OHA JPOKaja OT CTPaxa U XK/ajia BeCh [eHb.



Bre3zamnnHo 3BYK CTHX, U CJIYTH U DPBEILAPHU IIPUIIIIX IIOCMOTPETh Ha 6aH.IHI-O, roe Jlenus BIIE€PBEIE 2KHUJIA.

Korpa oHM 0CO3HaIu NUYHOCTSE JIeuu, OHU YIUJIU.

A yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO [HEH...

CrnykuTens IpOoBOAUII JIeno 10 rJ1aBHOTO 3aMKa.

— Memnsg umet ummnepatop [lepcen?

Jlenust mocnenoBaja 3a HUM, CTapasich He CcO3MaBaTh mpobaeM. UaTu OBIIO TSKeI0, BO3MOXKHO,
IIOTOMY, YTO OHa He ejla U JOJIroe BpeMs IpsTajach B mKady.

Iopora K ri1aBHOMY 3aMKYy Obinia B Oecropsinke. Bciomy ObUIM BUIHEL CEOE 6051, IAXJI0 TOPSIIUMU
TeJIaMH.

K cuacTrio, 3amnax uc4es, KOrga OHa BOIIa B 3maHue. Jlenus ornsamena pOCKOH.IHBIfI HWHTEPHED. 3JT10
OBLI l'[epBBIIZ pa3, Korga OHa IIPHUIIJiad B TJIaBHBIM 3aMOK, 3a UCKJIIOUYEHHEM TOTO BpeMeHH, KOTOPOoe
OHa He MOrI'Jla BCIIOMHUTL.

OHa BOIIIJIA B IJIaBHEIH 3aMOK, ITOJHSIACH 110 JIECTHHUIIE U IIPOIIJIA Yepe3 BHIKPAIIEeHHEH 30JI0TOM
KOPUIOP.

— XKnou.

Korpa CIIy2KaHKa, KOTOPad PaHbIlle XO0OuIa, IIepeCTaljla UOTHU, OCTAHOBHUIIACh 1 Jlenus.

— 9TO0 OHA"?

KT0-TO yKa3an Ha JIenuio U CIpocuil. JIemuss MHCTUHKTUBHO IepecTaa JbIIaTh. Y Hee TepexBaTuiio
TOPJIO.

Korpma oHa IIOCMOTPeEJIa BBEPX MEXKY ITpOEeMaMU CIIYT, OHa YBHUOEJIA IBYX MAJIbYXKOB BEIIIIE €€.

"3 Bcero, 4TO B 3TO BpeMs...

Ecnu nporuos Jlenuu BepeH. HeT, 3T0 OBI7I0 04€BUAHO. OTH [IBOE OBIIM ABYMS CHIHOBbSIMU
umIeparopa Ilepces.

A Takxe...



9T0 anuTHEIE OpaThs, KOTOPhHIE CIUIIKOM 3aboTaTcs o Fonuase.

K Tomy e uM Oblyla KpaliHe IpOTHBHA Jlemus.

— Vitou ¢ moporu, 4YToOBI ST MOT BUIETh ee JIUIIO.

[Ipu aTUX croBax CciyXkKaHKa, CTOsBIIas nepepn Jlenuei, oTCTynuia B CTOPOHY. Jlenus cxaa KyJaku
¥ IIOCMOTpeJla Ha HUX.

OHa He xOTena MIpATAaThCA UIIN Y6eFaTB. Osna He cenaja HAYETro IJI0X0rO.

— I[TocmoTpuTe, KaK OHa yBepeHa B cebe. O, 51 CIBbIIIAJ, TBOSI MaMa TaK M3[ieBajiach Haj MOeu
MaMoU Iiepef TeM, KaK OHa yMepia... Tl Takas Harjlasi, Kak TBOS MaTh?

T'oBopun [amueH, Maagmmi u3 6paTbeB-0TM3HEIOB.

Jlenue Hewero OBIJIO CKa3aTh. B pacckale TakxXKe YIIOMUHAJIOCh, UTO IIPUHIlecca AUPHUC U3[eBanach
Hap XkeHoii [Tepces.

— Baiiie BricouecTBO, eCciiy BaM €CTh YTO CKa3aTh, HO}KaHYﬁCTa, OTJIOXKHUTE 3TO. A Tellepb CHa4dalla
BaIlleMy BEJINYECTBY...

— Tuxo.

BecnokoiiHbIi cyra menKHy rydamu npu cioBax Cenpuka. Teneps 9Ty ABoe OBUIM 110 UMEHU U Ha
caMoM [fiefie puHIaMu Aypapuiickoir Mmnepun.

OH He Mor 0e3paccygHO OTHOCUTLCS K TeM, KTO OyAeT OyAyInuM UMIEPUH.

Cempuk mogoien K Jlenuu Ha mmar.

— Jlenusa AypapI/I;{ B meHn TBOETO poxXneHus MOU 6paT yMeD, KdaK TOJBKO BHIIIET U3 YPEBd MATEPHU.

— He Mory moBepuTh, 4TO MOM GpaT MepTB, a Thl TaK KUBEIb. Pa3Be 3TO HE CIIUIIKOM
HeCIpaBe[IuBo?



Jlenus CliyliaJia, HU9ETro He TOBOPA.

— Ia! TBos Math, npuHnecca Aiipuc u JIuguit 06beIUHUIUCH U 3aMYyYHJIM MOIO MaTh 10 cMepTu! Mos
MaTh CKOHYaJlach, KaK TOJILKO Yy Hee POJUIICS MePTBOPOXKAEHHHH pebeHoK... [Joub yOuuIs!

Cempuk u [I3MueH CKpexkeTanu 3y06aMu ¥ BIUIUCH BITISAOM B Jlenuio.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHU OBLIM MOJIOAH, y HUX ObLIM sipKue ria3a. Korga Jlens 3aMelkanack, He
OTBETHUB, OHU PACCEPOUIIUCH elre GOJIbIIe.

9710 OBLLIO TOTHA.

— Bpartps!

W3pany mocabIancs Becesblit, JKUBOH I'0JI0C.

IomueH 1 CelpyK yOUBIEHHO ITOBEPHYJIM T'OJIOBH IPU 3BYyKe rojnioca. Bot FOnuana nogxoguna u
MaxaJjla PyKOu.

OnwnaHa B KpPaCHUBOM ZKEJITOM IIJIaThe C KOCMYKaMHU BEHITJIANEIIa MHAJIO.

— Yro TH 3mech menaetb? Tl urpaers 6e3 [IxKymu?

— Hu 3a uto! O, auuero! IToxmeMm, FOnuana!

IaMuen B3TJIAHYII Ha Jlenuio ¢ TakKuM BBEIPA2KEHHEM, YTO YTO-TO I'PAA3HOE MOTJIO OOCTATh €ro CeCTpy,
M 3aKpPBIJI €€ JINIO.

Y Cegpuk cHOBa 3a010KHMpOBa GPOHT.

— Ha 4to TBI cMOTpuLIL? ['psA3HAsA WITYKA...

Cenpuk mocMoTpen Ha Jlenuio ¥ cKa3asl CaMOIOBOJIBHO. 3aTEM OH IOCNiefoBas 3a JaMuaHoM U
HOnuanoi.

— ...IOUOeM.

Ckaszan CIIYZKUTEJIb, €Bad B3OOXHYB, PEILIAPIO, CTOABIIEMY 34 HOnuaHou. Jlenus nociaepmoBana 3a
CBOHKM IIOMOIIMHNKOM KW CHOBa IIOIINIa UOTH.



Brnarogaps comepxkaHui0 poMaHa Jleaus B KaKOH-TO Mepe 3TOr0 OXKKfasa... HO IepBhie BlleYaTIeHUS
Cempuka u [[aMueHa ObIM JeHCTBUTENIBHO XYIIITHMHU.

MecTo, Kyfa oHa MpHUIilia IIocje AOJroi MPOTyIKy, ObIJIO IIepey] OTPOMHOI ABepbhio. Cryra mocTydarn
1 OTKPHITT OBEPE.

Kak 6ynTo 3To OblT KaOMHET UMIIepaTopa, MHTEpbep OBl O0IBIIMM U POCKOIITHEIM, HO IIapuia
menoBas aTMocdepa.

[TepBEIM OB 3aMeydeH GOJBIION CTOJ U3 KPACHOTO fiepeBa. Ee B3TJsA[ MPUBIEK MyK4YUHA, CUNEBIINH,
yIiepeB non0OpPONOK Ieper CTOIOM.

"HWmnepatop Ilepcei...”

Jlenust OBICTPO BHIIPSIMUIIA CIIUHY, KOTIA CIIYKUTEJIb IIOXJIONAN ee II0 CIIMHe U OBICTPO IIOIIes
BIIEpeNu HETro.

— ...THI Jlenus.

Ero rosoc OBLIT HU3KUM M XOJIOMHBIM, KaK XOJIOOHAs 3UMa.

VicTuHHBIN BiacTenuH npectoia. OH BEI3BAJI KPOBABYIO OOMHIO M CHOBA 3aHSJT TPOH, HO Y HEro OBII0
71 3TOro onpaBpanue. OH XOJIOJEH U CIIOKOEH, ¥ B €T0 PYKe HET TOIIa/ibL. .

JTro0simmuit oTell, KOTOPhIM 6eCKOHEeYHO c1al ¥ IMOKa3kIBAeT CBOM PaHHI IpueMHOM nouepu KOnuane.

Jlenus mOMHSIA TOJIOBY M IIOCMOTpEIa IPSMO Ha Hero. JCHele rony0Obie Iia3a CMOTPENIH Ha Hee, Kak
3BEpb.

Ero rnasa ObUIM ITOTHEI HEHAaBUCTH, KOTOPYIO OH XOTEJI IIPOTJIOTUTE.

A Takxe...

Jlenus IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HeTr0, CXKaB KYJIaKHU.

"OH MO OMOJIOTUYECKUAH OTell..."
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