OTHOIIEHUST MEeXAY MSIThIO IeThbMHU YKPEIWIKCh 3a ITOCIeqHUE OBa rofa. Temneps, eCTeCTBEHHO, HUKTO
OBl He YYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s HEJIOBKO, faXe ecyu Obl MX HAa3kBaMK "Opy3bsaMu”. OHU BMeCTe ITPOBOIUIIN
IIPa3THUKU, BMECTE MOJIMJINCH O HOBOTOMHUX IOXKEJIaHUAX, OTMedasIu THU POXKAEeHUs OpYT Opyra u
OCTaBUJIA HeMaJI0 BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

Tem BpeMeHeM Jlenus coBepIIeHHO 3a0blla 0 pOMaHe U CBOEY MPOIIION XKU3HHU, IPEKPacHO C HUMU
aCCUMUIIMPOBAsach U BeCeJIo IIPOBOANIIa BpeMs.

OpmHaX bl IPUIILIIO MUChMO OT UMIIEPATOPa €€ POOHOM CTPaHHI.

— He 3a0bIBait CBOETO [I0/ITa ¥ MOJTYH.

9T0 OBINIO NIpefyIpeXaeHNe 0 TOM, YTO ee CEKPET MOXKET IIPOCOYUTLCA. XOTSI OHa 3Haja, YTo BCe
PaBHO HEe MOXKET 3TOr0 CKa3aTh, OHa YyBCTBOBasIa 6€CIIOKONCTBO.

Jlenus 3a0wina 06 MiMnepaTope u HaciegHoM mpuHIe JIeo, ¥ Kak TONBKO OHa yBUEJa COObIIeHue,
OHa TIPHIIIa B ceOs.

BCKOpe II0CJIE BO3BPAIIEHUA OOMOM HaUHETCSI BOCCTaHUe.

[Tocrne aToro Ha TPoH B3oumeT [Iepceli, HOBLIM UMIIEPATOP...

Yto 9T0 OymeT 3HAYUTH AJI IpUHIa JIeo?

OdurnmanbHO 3TO 03HAYasI0, YTo NpuHIl JIeB yMpeT. Ero maHCH Ha BhIKKBaHUE OBIIA OIU3KU K HYIIIO.
He3agomnro mo BoCCTaHUS UMIIEPATOp YyTh HE yMep U3-3a sa 37T00HOT0 CITyTH.

Korpa oHa BcrioMHuIa 00 3TOM ¢akTe, ee rjaa3a MOTEMHENH, ¥ el B TOJIOBY IIPUIIIIU JIUIa APY3eil.
Jluna ee opy3el, KOTOPHIE TIOUYBCTBOBaIM OBl OTUAsHUE IIPY U3BECTUU O €€ CMEpPTH...

" HoymKkeH ¥ s CKa3aTh BaM MPaBmy?

Ho kKak TOJBKO OHa 3arOBOPHT, OHa yMpeT. HamoxeHHast Ha Hee Marus Obllla OYeHb MOIIHOM, TOTOMY
YTO OHa OBbIJIa HAaIlMCaHA B HAIMOHAIPHOM MacITabe. ITO He MOTJIO OLITh JIETKO PEIIeHO C IIOMOIIbI0
00XEeCTBEHHOU! CUJILL.

Tonbko Torga Jlemuss o0BEKTUBHO YBUEIA CBOe ToioxkeHne. OHa 0OKa3ajach B 3a0aBHOM CUTYaIUH.

"He 3Halo0, Kax g 3a0bI1...

OHa CIIUIIKOM YBJIeKJIach PafioCThI0 OT O0IIeHUs C APY3bsiMU. 3a0bIB, UTO OHA IIPOCTO (asbIINBKA.



Jlenusi, Mydast 9T0, IPHUIIUIA K BEIBOMY, YTO Jy4llle He COMUKATLCS C OPY3bsIMH, II0KA HEe CTaJIo
CJIMIIKOM TIO3IHO.

3HayuT, OHa cobrpasiack CKa3aTh CBOUM [IPY3bsIM UTO-TO 3JI0€ U OOUTHOE...

— Yro cnyuunock? Tl MHOTO TOBOPHIIB B ITOCTeqHEee BpeMs? ¥V Tebs eCTh HOXK KO PTY?

— Yero? Yto c To6o# He Tak? TH mOIXKeH MHe CKa3aTh!

— 4 He IOHKMALO, YTO THI UMEEIIb B BUAOy, Jleo, HO 4 BHXY, YTO THI A€JIa€Ilb 3TO CII€EIUAJILHO.

— Ia, JIeo. MnI TeOe momoxkeM. BepHo? O mpoGieMax HYKHO pacCKa3blBaTh APY3bSAM... JIeo, THl HaM
3TO CKa3all.

B cBow ouepens, Pomeo, Kanukc, I'puddut u Ockap mepzkanu ee ¥ TOBOPUIH TaK...

BHeszamnHo ee Tope B30pPBaJIOCh, 1 OHA 0e3 ee BejoMa 3aljakKana, Kak peﬁeHOK.

Ho ona maxe He Moria OLITH YECTHOH.

"MHe OymeT 04eHb IPYCTHO, KOT/ia 9T pebsTa ycirmaT 060 MHe mo3xke. UTo MHe [efaTh, ECJIHA MOSI
TpyIa CKy4daeT [0 MHE ¥ W3-3a III0Ka M0JTy4yaeT TpaBMy?"

OHa pmonro mjakasna, a Iocje TOTo, KakK IIepecTaja IjlakaTb, MeTadhOpUYeCcK: paccKasaja CBOIO
MCTOPHUIO. 32 UCKITIOUEHUEM €€ HACTOSIIeH TMYHOCTH.

— PebGsra... Ecnu g korma-HuOynobs yMpy, He Tpyctute. IIoHITHO?

— YT0 570 3a yyms?

Pomeo ¢ Y6I/ITLIM TropeM BHRIPazKE€HHEM JIHIla BEIHYII IIJTaTOK 1 OCTOPO2KHO BBITED JIUITO Jlenun.

— MexXnay Ipo4uM, OH HaCTOSILIMHU TPyC. Jii! X0Td sKCIeguius 1o YOuCTBy JpakoHOB OlacHa, 3TOT
Opat OymeT 3alMuIinaTh Te0s.

Kanukc noxsonan Jlenuto 1o mjeuy u ckasall.

BepHyBIIKCh OMOIA, IATEPO MO0OeIan CHOBa BCTPETUTLCS Bo3ne I'pobHuIE! [[pakoHa.



Jlenust mana obelllaHre B MTHOBEHME OKa, HO 3aJI02K1JIa OCHOBY MJIST OTKa3a, CKa3aB, YTO OHA MOXKET
He TIOUTH.

— 4 yxe roBopurn tebe! d He MOTy moexaTh B 9KCIIeAUIUIO. [0 9TOTO S MOTY YMEpETk... - CKa3aa
OHa.

— ...eCTb KTO-TO, KTO IIeJTUTCS B Te0s? - cepbe3Ho crmpocun I'puddurt. Jlenus oTBeTuna, 4To OH IIpas.

— Ila, ecTh JIIOM, KOTOPbIE UITYT TPOH, KOTOPHIi s BO3bMY Ha ce0s... [loroMy 4uTo 5 c1ad, moaTomy
MOU OTel] CIMIIKOM MeHS 3aluiaerT.

— Jleo, THI He MOXKeIIb YMEPETE.

Ockap cxBatun Jlenuio 3a pyKy U Ipocie3usics. Jlenus 3amnakasa, KOrfa OH 3ariakani. [[1akcuBbIi
Ockap Bcerfa Ha4MHAET I1JITaKaTh, KOTMA MJIaYeT KTO-TO APYTOH.

Jlenus BrITepia cie3kl OcKapa u cKasala.

— Tak 4To... He pacCcTpauBauTeCh, €CIU I HE CMOT'Y IT0eXaTh C BaMM B 9KCIenuIuio [IpakoHa. B,
pebsTa, MOJIKHE BEPHYTHCS IIOCTIe XOPOIIero 60s.

— Hoquy TBI TOBOPHIITb 00 9TOM, KOT'la BCE€ PAaBHO HpOfIJIy'T I"OI[I:I?

Jlenmus mpourHOpupoBasa cjoBa Kanukca u SICHO TOCMOTpeia KaXxIoMy B JIUIIO.

Ceiiuac oHa madet, HO... Ockap XpecBeJbr CTaHET MOIy0eCCMEPTHEIM CYIIECTBOM, ITOTyYUB
3arevyaTaHHbIH BOJIIEOHBIN MeY U3 JaJIeKOT0 MIPOIIJIOTO.

OH OBITT OMHOPYKUM OepcepKoM, HO OH OBIJT KOpojieM HaeMHUKOB. Kanukc Ackaf, cBOOOIHO
BJIAEIOIINY OTPOMHBIM MEeYOM, KOTOPHEIA HUKTO HE MOT yOepKaTh ABYMS PYKaMH.

I'puddut Hukes:, KOTOPBIY CTAaHET BIIAABIKOM CBITOTO Meda Kpoiitia, HapacTus 6oyee
MOTYIIleCTBeHHBIE 00KECTBEHHbIE CUJIBI, YeM II0CJIe[IOBaBIlINe 3a HUM ITpeeMHUKHU Kpeiina.

Pomeo Po306ent, KOTOPHIH CTaHET IEPBLIM BONIIIEOHUKOM-TPAKOHOM, KOTOPHIH ITOCTPOUT OallHIo,
3apaboTaB cepalle JpaKoHa.

Jlenus Obllia HUYEM, U OHA TOPAKUIIACh TEM, UTO MOTJIa OBITh UX OPYTOM.

— BrI BCe cTaHeTe BETMKOU UCTOPUYECKOU 3Be3aoii! Tak 4To gaxe ecnu g He B 3ToM mupe... O, boxe
MO1. - BOCKIUKHYJIA JIenusi, mopakeHHasi CBOMMHU YyBCTBaAMH.



HOSTOMY OHa CHOBa HEKOTOPOE BPEMI IIJIaKalld. pr3b5{ yTelalin €€ HEIIOHATHBIM BEIPDA2KE€HUEM
JIAIa.

)%k

— 4 6B CyMacIIeImuM. ..

BHYTpeHHUN KPUK.

"AAAAAAAAAAAAAA! Jlyymre!”

Korpga Jlenust BCIIOMHHKJIa CBOUM BOCIIOMUHAHUS 00 9TOM JHE, el 3aX0TeJI0Ch YMePeTh OT CTHIAA.

Bo BcsikoM criydyae, OHa 3aKjafblBajla OCHOBY I'py0o, Tak 4To pebsaTaM Toxke He Obls1o Obl 0OUeHb
TPYCTHO. MOXKeT OBITh.

Io BO3BpaAllleHUA OOMOM OCTaJIOCh BCETO Imoroga. BocmoMuHaHUs 0 JETSX, KOTOPEIX OHA BCTPETHIIA
30€eChb, 6YJIYT OEePXKATh €€ B ZKUBLIX HAa BCIO OCTABINYIOCA XKHM3Hb.

OHa HUKOTA He BCTPETUT UX B CBOeH OynmyIel KHU3HU.

) E1e He MO30HO, faBalTe COEJIaeM ellle BOCIIOMMHAHHUS.

OHa npuHsia pelleHne U pelnia IOCBATUTL OCTaBIIeecs: BpeMs 00jiee IparoleHHbIM.

Tyk-TyK

— Jleo, THI CHOBa 3aCTPAJI B KOMHATE 1 MIavelnb?

— Jleo... He nnaus!

— IIpocTo 1103BOJIb €MY IIJIaKaTh.

— B moboMm crydae, 3TOT MIavyyLIIui JeTeHbII!

Ycnelas 3BYK 3a BepLIO, Jlenus 3akpuydana:

— Ara!



Kaxnreiii meHs OblT 00JI@3HEHHBIM, TIOTOMY YTO IIOCJIe 3TOTO UHIIMAEHTA ee TaK JApPa3HUIIH.

"OHU maxe He 3HAIOT, YTO 3Ta CeCcTpa riIy0oKo paHeHa!

"TeMm He MeHee, CETOMHS 51 He MOTy 60JIbIlle 0CTABaThCsS B CBOEH KOMHATe.

— YV MeHd feHb PoXIeHus, S TeOsT OTIyIIY.

CeropHs Ovl1 IeHb poxaeHus ['pudpdura Huxen.

Jlenmus BHIIIA 3a OBEPb CO CBOMM 3apaHee HallUCaHHBIM ITMCHbMOM, KOTOPOE€ JIeZKaJl0 Y HEe Ha CTOJIe.

[Togapku, KOTOPhIE OHU HAPWIXM Ha JHU POXKOEHUS APYT APYyTra, KaXkablid pa3 GUKCUPOBAIUChH
OykBamu. BeiOpaThcsi U3 xpaMa OBLI0 HETIPOCTO, II03TOMY OHU HUYEro He MOTJIU IOJesIaTh.

— Jleo, THI IeXWCTBUTENBLHO IINTaKan? TBou rnasa KpacHHIE... - C TpeBorou cupocuin Ockap.

Temeps Ockap He 3aMKaeTCs, KakK paHbIe. XOTsS OH HEMHOTO MefyiuTeNeH. Kpome Toro,
yMEeHbIIIaJIaCh YaCTOTA MPUCTYIIOB. B mocmeguue Mecsirsl He OBIIO IIPUITAKOB, @ TEIIEPh OH 3aChIaeT
C KYKJIO# [axke B OXK/IJIUBbIE UITH I'PO30BHIE IHHU.

— 41 He makan. Bce HOpMabHO.

BexnuBo otBeTuB OcKapy, Jlenus nepegana nucekMo ['pudduty, KOTOPHIY CUAET Ha AUBaHE.

— C puéem poxpenus, [puddur.

— Crmacubo.

I'pudduT B3si71 MUCHMO U YKa3asl Ha Maydky muceM cOOKY.

— Tebe Toxe OBIIIO MHOTO IIUCEM.

— ...BCe, ITpaBpa’?

910 OBIIM NHCHbMa [IeBYIIEK U3 XpaMa.

Ecnu 4yecTHO, 4eTBEPO MapHel ObIIYM [efCTBUTEIHHO XOPOLIN axe B I'ta3ax Jlenuu. Eit He
TEPIEeJIOCh YBUAETh, KaK OHU OynyT pactu B OymymeM. Ho cpegu HUX caMoii TOMyIsipHOM Oblna



Jlenus.

‘XKankue mogu...

Jlenust mpo cebst ycMexXHyIach. ITH TapPHYU KPACUBLI U COBCEM He HPABSITCS AEBYIIKaM. DTO U3-3a UX
XOJIOHOTO ¥ HemoOporo xapakTepa.

Jlenus e Oblyla 0YeHb fo6pa K geBymkaMm. OHa MUJIO YIBIOHYJIach, YTO BHI3BAJIO XOPOILIUN OTKIIUK.

— OTUX XKEHIIUH TPUBJIEKAIOT YOIIOOKHY. ..

Kanukc o6BuHUI B 9TOM Jlenuio, HO Jlenmust He Bo3paxaiia.

— O, KCcTaTH, TH Xe CKa3aJjl, YTO 3aBTPa y TBOETO APYyTa JeHb POXKIECHUS, Ma?

— Xm?

Jlenus ocTaHOBUJIACH Ha Bompoce Pomeo.

Ha camomMm pemne Jlenust M paccKa3biBalla ¥ Bcerfia OTMeuasa (haablIuBLIi OeHb poXaeHUus . OHa
CTIBIIIaNIa O MHE POXKIeHUs HacJeOHOro MPHUHIIA ellle J0 Ipre3aa Clofa, Tak uYTo mpobieM He
BO3HUKIIO.

Ho HacTosiuil ee IeHb POXKAeHUs ObLT B APYTOil JEHb.

[Toatomy Jlenus ckasasna, 4TO 3TO OeHb POKOEHUS ee OParolleHHOro 4ejioBeKa, ¥ MOIpoCcUsia
OTIIPA3MHOBATHL €T'0 BMECTe C Hel. U ee HACTOSIIMY IeHb POXKIEeHUS ObIIT Ha IPYTOM [IeHb PaHblIIe,
yeM y ['puddur.

— Yelt 570 geHb poxpaeHuA? OHa TBOS CKpHITas AEeBYyIIKa?

Ha Bompoc I'pudduTta Jlenus moxana niedamu.

— Yro He Tak ¢ OeBYyIIKO#? B mo6oM ciaydae, JOMyCTUM, 3TO MOU JOPOTOH OPYT.

— Bonpite... yeM MHI?

OcKkap MOPTHYI U CIIPOCHIL.



— 9Toro He MOXKeT ObITh... Hy, MoXeT ObITh, ¥ TaK. MBI 3HAaeM [APYT Apyra ¢ getctBa. Ho He cTout
pacctpauBaThcsi. OcKap, THl MHE IOPOTOM OPYT.

— ...XO0pOTIIO.

Jlenus moxonana OCKapa I10 TOJIOBE M IIOTAHYJIACh 3d 3daKyCKaMM Ha CTOJIe.

"¢ He X04y BO3BpALIATLCS.

Kak TOnbKO OHA BepPHETCST JOMOM, 9TOT CJIafKUH IecepT ¥ BKyCHAs efla 3aKOHYATCsI. ITa MEICTh
BHE3aITHO 3aCTaBUJIa €€ II0YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s IOMABIEHHOM.

OHa He X0TeJla CHOBA XUTb I'OJIONHOM, KaK PaHbIIIE.

"MHe HyKHO COCTaBHUTb IIJIaH.

Jlenus peniniia IIPpOoBeCTH C JE€TbMH BOCIIOMWHAHNUA HAd OCTABIIE€ECA BPEMS, TIIATEJIbHO CIIJIAHKMPOBAB,
YTO €M JeaTh, KOTrda OHa BEPHETCA OOMOM.
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