BrIsI0 eCcTeCTBEHHO HEHABUIETH €€, TIOTOMY YTO OHa OBlJla MOYEephIo ero Miafauen cectpel. Kormga o
yBupen Jlenuio, OH MOYyBCTBOBaI cebs1 BUHOBATHIM M3-3a CBOEH yMepIlel XKeHkl 1 o0ugesncs Ha
cecTpy. Bruo omymenne, 4To 3aKphITas paHa CHOBa OTKPhLIACh U U3 Hee TeKJla KPOBb.

ITepceit BooOIIIe He XOTeJI CBIIATE UM Jlenuy, I03TOMY PeIIiT OTJIOXKUTD u30aBieHue oT pebeHKa
Ha MOTOM.

Jlenuy MPHUIIUIOCH XKUTh TOW JKe JKU3HBIO, UTO U PaHbllle, B IIOCIeqHeH OalllHe, KOTOPYIO OHa XKuja B
OEeTCTBe.

2Ku3Hb romopa.

B To Bpemsi Ovin anu30p BcTpeuu ¢ KOnuaHou. Jlenus coBepiiniia omubKy, TOTOMY YTO peBHOBala K
FOnuane. B ornuuue ot Jlenuu, KoTopasi BceM Melnasna, KOnuaHa ykpasa BCio T1060Bb U
IIPUBSI3aHHOCTD.

Ho FOnuana 6vina peOGeHKOM, 3aCTyKUBalOIIKUM JTi00BU. Pe0OeHOK, KOTOPEIi MOTI0IIaeT BECh
COJTHEYHBHIH CBET CBOMM TEJIOM U U3JIy4aeT ero C JT000BLIO.

Jlenus xe, HaIIPpOTHUB, BCerga ObllIa TEMHBIM U TOILIUM pe6eHKOM.

[To cioxerty, Jlenusi moyyBcTBOBana cebs HeCcUaCTHOM, Korfa yBumena FOnuaHy, KoTopasi OTianudanach
OT Hee caMoM.

OpHako ee posib He 3aKiI0Yanack B TOM, UYTOOH yoapuTh unu yHU3UTh FOnuanny. K coxanmeHuio, oHa
Obla TOJI0fIHA M3-3a TOTO, YTO V Hee He OBIJI0 CUJI, U BMECTO TOro, YToOH yaaputh KOnuaHy, oHa
TIOTTIHITATaCh YKPACTh BEIIIH.

[Tportie roBops, Jlenus: Oblza MPOCTO UHCTPYMEHTOM, CO3[MAHHbIM [IJISI 3IIKU30[I0B, KOTOPHIE
IIPOUCXOMOST C TTIaBHEIM T€POEM pPOMaHa.

HepBbeI - [I0OKAa34dTh, HACKOJIBKO IIPUBEPENIINBEI 6paT55{ KOnnansL.

HicTopusd TOro mHA IpUILIa B TOJIOBY Jlenuu.

FOnuaHa 3acHyma mofn 60IbLUINM OePEeBOM, TYIsisi B HEOOIBIIOM JIeCy 3a JecoM. Ha KoBpuke mjist
IMKHUKA JIeKasa mobuMast Kykina KOmuansl, ¥ 3T0 Oblyla epBast KyKJia, KOTOPYIO OHa IIOIyYHIa OT
OTYHMa, a TaKXKe HeCKOJIbKO CUMIIAaTUYHEIX 3aKyCOK U KHUT.

FopHUYHas, KoTopas oTBedana 3a KOnmuaHy, MPUATHO YIbIOABIIYIOCS BO CHE, HA HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
HalpaBuiach B KoMHaTy FOnuansl 3a ogesnoM. OKpyxeHue OBIO CIOKOWHBIM, HO Ha CaMOM fefie
NECSATKYU 9IUTHBIX COJIfaT TaiHo oxpaHsanu FOnuany. HecMotps Ha To, yTo MIlepaTOpCKuii OBOPEL]



Haxopuics B 6e30macHOCTH, uMnepaTop [lepceii HACTONBKO 3AIIMINAT ee, YTo Hocian FOnuany Bo
TJIaBe 3NMUTHOTO OTPSIa APMUH.

Hab6mogenue 3a crsimedt KOnmuaHoM, KOrga oHa IpsTanach, 3aXBaTUIIO UX CEPAIla CBOEH
IIPUBIIEKATEIbHOCTHIO.

3aTeM mosiBuiach Jlenusd.

OHa XOJHUT B JieCcy B IOMCKax (PPyKTOB U Oblla yOuBIeHa, YBUEB CIagKUi fecepT Ha KOBPUKE IS
nukHUKa. OHa HaXoguT KyKiy psapoM c cugmel FOnuaHou. Kykna npefcrasnsiia co0oit 6e1oro
MenBens, KOTOPHIN IoTan ef B PyKH, U 3To ObUIO Tak Muyio. CaM TOro He oco3HaBasi, Jlenus CyHyna
IlecepT B POT 1 00HsIa KyKJTy. MSrKoe IPUKOCHOBEeHUE ObLIO IeMCTBUTEIBHO NPUATHEIM. CaM TOTo
He Befjasi, U3 XKagHoCTH, Jlenus o0HsMA KYK/y U IOMBITANach B3STh €.

39T0 OBLTIO TOTTA. ..

— "21u! ITomoXou, YTO TH Oejlaeln?"

— "He Mory noBepurts, 4T0 B MIIepaTopCcKOM OBOpILE eCTh BOp."

9to 6btr Cempuk U [IaMKeEH, CHIHOBbSI-0MU3HeIs uMIepaTopa Ilepcest, KOTOpPLIe Ka3aluch
XOJIOOHBIMU.

— "OT0 oHa, BepHO? [10Yb TETH, KOTOpPas U3AeBalach Haf Hallleld MaTepPhio."

— "Ila, BepHO."

[ITym npoOyxpaeT IOmuany oTO CHa.

— "Yry? Mos kykna!"

FOnuana Gblyia OTPsICeHa, YBUAEB CBOIO TIOOMMYIO KYKJTy Ha pyKax y Jlenuu.

— "Xm? Pa3Be HeJOCTAaTOYHO OECIIOKOUTH U 3allyTHBATh HAIlly MaMy, YTO TeNepPh THl IBITaelIbCS
yKpacTth Kykiy KOnuaner?"

— "THI cMeelllb YKpacTh 4TO-HUOYab U3 MiMIlepaTopcKoro asopia."

IIBa 6pata MepjieHHO nofouuty K Jlenuu, u Jlenmust gpoxarna, fepka KyKJly Ha pyKax, BEITJIIfelNa
VCIIyTaHHOM.



FOnuana cka3ana:

— "Ax... OHu cHOBa Tak ceb6s BemyT!"

CXBaTHUBIIIKCH 3a I'0OJIOBY, OHA UX TOJKHYIA.

— "IIpekpaturte, 6paThbs!"

— "Ho FOnuana..."

— "Ecnu Obl OHa OeUCTBUTENLHO IIBITANTaCh YKPACTh, OHa Ovl cOexkarna! Ho aToT peGeHOK 3m€ech."

HOnuana nopouina x Jlenuu ¥ npoTAHyia pyky.

— "ITpusert, s OnuaHa. ITa KyKiia - Mos lo6uMast Kykia... Hamelocs, Thl ee BepHeITb. Thl MOXKEITh
3TO CHenaTs?"

HecmoTtps Ha To, 4TO Jlenus ykpasa ee KyKjly, OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hee C YIsI0KoH, 1 Jlenus
OCTOPOXKHO BEPHYJIa i KYKILy.

— "Cnacu60. ITO KakK MOe COKpoBuIie."

— "Hy, ocTaBsb Te, 4TO MBI Tebe fasu, B mocTenu."

— "HecmnpaBemyInBO XOOUTh TOJIBKO C TE€M, YTO maj tebe oTer."

— "Ho 2T0 mepBas KyKia, KOTopas Y MeHs ecTb! 4 Bce ellle Kpenko 0OHUMa Ty, UTO TH MHE [Ial,
Korjma sI CILIo."

— "Hy Torpa..."

— "Tvl npaBaa OOHUMAEUILCS U CIIUIIb C KyKIaMu?"

— "KoneuHo!"

Jlenusi BHUMaTeIbHO IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha HUX ¥ TUXO ITOBEPHYIack, 4YTOOH yiiTH, Kak 6yaro 6osmack
CHOBa IOJy4YUTh OOBHHEHUE B KpaXKe.



— "Ilogoxgute MUHYTYy. OCTQHOBUCH IIPIMO TaMm."

Cempuk mpuKasan Jleany 0CTaHOBUTHCS.

Jlenus MeOIeHHO IIOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY, IIOKAa OH I'OBOPHUII.

— "lTomoyiu ciofla ¥ U3BMHUCH KaK clieflyeT, XopoIno? Kak Tk mocMesia YKpacTh COOCTBEHHOCTD
MMIIEPATOPCKOM MIPUHIIECCHI ¥ ITPOCTO TaK cOexaTh?"

— "bpart!"

— "KOnuaHa, g 3Halo, YTO ThI 10Opasi, HO MBI HE MOXKEM IIPOCTO UTHOPHUPOBATH 3TO. ThI ObI/Ia TaK
nobpa K ciyKaHKaM, HO Temepb Thl MIMIepaTopcKas mpuHilecca."

— "M oTa meBOYKa - JOYb XKEHIIMHBI, KOTOpas u3aeBanach HaJ Moell MaTepbio. HeT, HaBepHOe, OHa
ee yOuma."

— "Wnu croma. [Joub yOUHITEL."

Jlenust MeJIeHHO IIOJOIIIa K HUM.

Jlenus maxe He MOrJia BCIIOMHUTD JIUIIO MaTepHu. OHa He 3Hasa, OblJIa I ee MaTh y61/1171ue171 HOSTOMY
en IIPHUIIIIOCE CMUPUTLECA C 3TUM, XOTs 3TH CIJIOBa ObLIH YHU3UTEIILHEI.

CeJIpI/IK u JIamuen 006a ObLIH NCKYCHBIMHU (l)eXTOBaJ'IbH_II/IKaMI/I. Onu POOuIINCE C Marn4Y€CKUMHA
crocobHocTsaMu. OHa He Morjia cOexXarTh.

— "Ilpunecy n3BUHEHUS."

— "U3BuHUTE."

— "Ilepen KeM TH u3BKUHSAEMbCA? Coenau 3TO 3[IeCh. - CKa3al [IamMueH, cTos mo3anu KOnuaHe u
IIOXJIOIIEIBAA ee 110 Iievy."

— "MHe xanp."



— "D, 3TO0 IOTOMY, UTO OHa BemeT cebs ¢ ToOoM xopoIno? Pa3Be Thl He 3HAEIlb, KAK U3BUHUTHLCS
nepepn npuHiieccou Umnepuu Aypapun? 4 gymaro, Thl X04elllb CAeNNaTh TO Ke caMoe ¢ FOnmanou, Kak
TBOSI MaTh IIOCTYIINUJIa C Hallel MaTepkio. [IoKka MBI 37eCh, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO."

O Goxe.

[ToHuMas, 4TO OHa CHenalia He Tak, Jlenus Me[jieHHO CKJIOHWIIA rOJIoBYy nepepn KOnuaHOU.

— "IIpocTu MeHs, IIpuHIEcca."

— "4l melCTBUTENBHO B IOPSOKE."

KOnuana IIPpUHAJIa N3BUHEHUA Jlenuu, MOIIEBENINB IallbllaMy, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a CTpaHHOIZ CUTyallhH.

— "9T10 He xopoto! BcTaTth Ha KoneHu. U3BUHUCH OOJIKHEIM 06pa3oMm."

Y KOnua#s! ObUIH 1'Ip06J'IeMBI, HO Ce,]IpI/IK nu HSMI/IGH, II0X02Ke, HE XO0TeJIX YIIYCKATh 3TY BO3SMOZKHOCTE.

B toT nenb Jlenusa BcTana Ha Konenu nepeqn FOnuanou u 100 pa3 mpousHecna "IIpoctu, npuHIiiecca”,
Ipexje 4YeM HaKoHell oOpena cBobony.

Korpa ee n3BuHeHUs 3aKOHYUIIUCE, IIpUIIeN uMmepaTop [Iepceii, cka3a, YTO IPHUIIIO BPEMS ITOECTD,
¥ noHec KOnvaHy Ha CIIMHE.

— "O#u, sTo xynbHUYecTBO! { moHecy IOnuany Ha cuune!"

— "bnuH, BCe BpeMS TOJIBKO ThI!"

IBa Gpara mocmenoBanu 3a IlepceeM u FOmuaHOM.

[TogymaB 06 3ToM, Jlenust BepHyIach K peaabHOCTH. ITO OblNa TaKas HeOObYHAs CIieHa, YTO S
3alOMHHUTIA e€e B JeTalsx.

Jlenus cHsma C BUTPHUHBI MaJIEHBKYIO KYKIIY.

"B oTnmume oT opuruHaa, y MeHs HET HaMEPEHUS CTOJKHYThCS ¢ KOnmraHoM uiu yKpacTh ee KyKJIy.

"Huxkorga He 3Haellb. MOXeT, YBUXKY KYKITy U IPOTSHY PYKY.



"Ho mos co6cTBeHHas Kykia? Ecnu oHa ecTh? YBUEB KYKITy pebeHKa, s TogyMaia, 4YT0 3TO He
TIOBPENHUT.

— {1 mpocTo BO3BMY 3TO.

TompKO TO, YTO OHa BhIOpasa. ITo Gblyla Ta caMast KyK/Ia-KpOJIUK, KOTOPYIO OHa BhIOpaa mist Ockapa
paHee.

— O-3... KPONUK...

Kanukc 3acmesisicst Hag ee BEIOOPOM, KaK eCJti OBl 3TO OBIIIO HEJIeTo.

— f ToXe BO3BMY 3TO.

— Hy, a g ToxXe MOTy KynuTh?

Korga Pomeo u I'pucddut Beibpanu ogHy 4 Ty XKe Kykiy, Kanukc HaxMypuics.

— Torpma u s Toxe.

HWTtak, Kanukc Hen36eKHO MOTHSI KyK/y-KpPOJTHKa Pa3MepoM C JTafiOHb.

BOHpeKI/I OKUIOaHUAM, Billafejiel] IIOCMOTPEII Ha IIATh MaJIEHBKUX KYKOJI-KPOJIMLKOB, BbI6paHHbIX
IMOKYyIIaTEeJIsIMHU, IIPUHAJIEXKABIMUMHU K KOPOJIEBCKUM CEMbAM.

)%k

Hous.

Ietu IMOy2KWHAJIX, YMBIJIUCh U, ECTECTBEHHO, C06paJ'II/ICI: B KOMHarte Jlenuu.

B nuxame Jlenus HampaBuaach B KOMHATY PSIIOM C €€ CIIajibHeH.

OHa B3[0OXHYyIa, KOTa yBU/ea 9Tk KpOBaTel, TOCTABIEHHEIX B P,

910 OB POMeo, y KoTOporo OBIIIO ABE KPOBATH.



H3-3a cBoelt IIPUBBIYKK KO CHY OH KYIIWJI IBA U3 HUX U COOGH.II/IJ'I UM, 4TO, €CJIu KTO-HI/I6YI[I: N3 HUX
BTOPIrHETCA B €TI0 IIPOCTPAaHCTBO, OH HE IMO3BOJIUT UM YﬁTH C DYK.

Y Ha npukpoBaTHOM TyMOouKe. Kyka-KpojauK IogHMMaach OflHa 3a OPYroi, U el 3TO HPaBUJIOCh.

"9T1o Muio!’

" ITa, HEBaXKHO, HACKOJILKO BBl KPACHBEI, Pe0siTa, OHU JeCATUIIeTHHE JeTH.

"XoTs MHe ceMb JIeT...

Kak 651 TOo HE OBITTO, JIenus mopornuia K OcKapy ¢ MaleHbKOM 6ellof KyKJION-KPOJIUKOM.

— Ockap, TH TOTOB JIeYb CIATh?

— Ara...

Jlenus npocTo opyMalia O B3BOJIHOBaHHOM uile OcKapa C KyKJIOM B pyKe U IOorjlafusia ero mno
BostocaM. Panee Ockap BHITISAfE] YAUBIIEHHBEIM, KOTIa €r0 ApY3bsi, OCTABUBIIKE €r0, BOIUIN C KYKJIOU
Ha pykax. OgHako Korfa Jlenus nogapuia eMy KykKiy 0eioro KpojinKa, OH He PeIInIcs IPUHSTD ee.

Jlenus 06bsICHUTIA, UTO He MOTJIa 00bsICHUTH OCKapy, KOTIa 0T[aja eMy KyKIIy.

— Ockap, 3T0 KyKya Ojsi 0eCcloKoicTBa. S 130 BCeX CUJI CTapasics KyuTh 3TO Ayis Te6s. d morien
TIOKYTIaTh 3TO.

— Hy, xykyna 6ecnokoicTBa... A 4T0 3T0?

OcTanbHBIE IeTH 00paTUid BHUMaHUe Ha cJioBa JIenuu.

— 9939... 993... HYY... V Bac, pebsTa, eCThb 10 KpailHe! Mepe OfHa Belllb, KOTOPOH BEl OOUTECH, BEPHO?
OH mpecnenyeT Bac Bo cHe. Ho ecnu BH iepKuUTe KYKJTy, KOT{a CIIUTEe, OHa CheCT BCE Ballll
KOIIIMaphl. ITO KyKJia, KOTOpas 3abupaeT Bce TBOU 3a00THI.

— ...KanuTaH TaKXe OYeHb XOPOII B 00JITOBHE €PYH/IHL.

Pomeo OvINT capKacTUYeH.
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