Jlenust mocMoTpesia Ha 00JIbINYI0 KYKITy-KPOJIUK, OTPaXkKeHHYIO B BUTPUHE.

— OMU... TH HE TOJIbKO ITalIMHBIM CHIH, HO U CIIUIIbL C KYKJIOU Ha pyKax? - cipocusl Kanukc,
HaXMyPHUBIIUCH.

— Her... Hu 3a yto0... [IpaBga? Kanutan?

Pomeo Toxke B3TJIAHYII X CKA3all:

— 9TO MHOT0OBATO...

— IToMouuTEe HEMHOTO.

Jlenusa HaKpHn4iajla Ha CBOMX INOAYMHEHHEIX W BOIIlJIa B KYKOHBHBIfI Mara3uH.

Brnarogaps eii Tpoe MaJbuMKOB U pPHILIapu 3a0UInch B HEOOJIBIION Mara3uHYHUK.

B3pgox...

Brnagener; MarasuHa BHITJIAEN YOUBIEHHEIM, KOTZIa B KOMHATY BOPBa/IUCh OETH, OfETHIE B
MOHaIIleCKue ofexkabl, u CBATHIE phIlapu. [eTH, ofeThle B MOHAIIIECKNE OfeXK b, MOTJIU BHITISANETh
KaK MaJIeHbKHe CBSIIEHHUKY, HO Y OOBIYHBIX MaJIeHbKUX CBSIIIEHHUKOB He OBIJI0 OBl TAKOT'O
KonuyecTBa CBATHIX pHILIapen.

[ToHSITHO, YTO OHU YJIE€HBI UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbBH.

['ma3a nmpopaBiia 3abnectenu. ITo OblJIa BO3MOXKHOCTD YBEJIMYUTD MTPoaaxKu. HelTpambHble PaiOHBI
He 3aceJleHHl feTbMU. [[es10 He B TOM, 4TO 6U3HeC ObLI HEIIJIOXMM, HO Mara3uH MOoCelanu
IIpefCTaBUTENIM KOPOJIEBCKUX ceMeii. ITo Oblla BO3MOXKHOCTh IIPOaBaTh JOPOTHEe UTPYILIKU U
MHBEHTaphb, KOTOPBIE paHbllle IIPOgaBaauCh He OUEHb XOPOIIIO.

Ho Bompeku oXupaHUsAM X0351KY, Jlenus BeiOpasia 04eHb MaJeHbKYIO KYKITY.

— VX, no1IeBh KPOJHUK...

Kanukc ocygun Beibop Jlepumu.

Jlenust 0OBIYHO 3JINJIaCh, HO Ha KaK0O€e-TO BpeMs TEPAJIaCh B CBOUX MBICIIAX.



OnHa BHe3aIlHO BCIIOMHHJIA HNCXOOHYIO CIIEHY.

O KykJyax OBIJIO IBe CEPHUHU...

OpnHa U3 HUX - CLIeHa, B KOTOpo# repouHs OnuaHa Bpyuuna Kykiy Ockapy XpecBesbry.

Kak pri0a B ee IpoMEICTIE, OH TOXKe OBl BII0OJIEH B Hee. YCibIaB, 4To FOnraHa BEIXOOUT 3aMyXK 3a
reposi, Ockap HeMeJIEHHO UCIIOJIb3yeT TeJIenopT, YTOOh HaBeCTUTh ee. OH NpHU3HAETCS B JIIOOBU
CJIMIIKOM TIO30HO, ... KOnmuaHa gpyKento0HO, HO TBEPAO OTKA3bIBAETCS.

U ona nmogapuna Ockapy MaJIeHbKYIO KYKJIy ¥ CKa3asa:

— "9T0 ofgHA M3 KYKOJ, KOTOPHE MHE KYIIUIU MO¥ OTell ¥ OpaThsi, HO pa3Be OHa He Mujas? MHue
CTPAHHO IOJIy4aTh KYKJTy, XOTS 5 BeIpociia. Ho s cyacTnuBa... I 9yBCTBYI0, YTO OHa OymeT 3alluilaTh
MeHS Ha BCIO OCTaBIIylocs Xku3Hb. OTHam Tebe B momapok. BMeCTo 9TOro IepXku 3TO B CEKPETE OT
Moux 6paTheB! Mou GpaThsi cKazanu, 4To ¢ OCKapoM-camMa HeMHOTrO0... HeygoOHo."

[Toka oHa roBopuiia, FOnuaHa mpopmosKaia CIagKo ¥ MUIIO YIeI0aThCS. B TO BpeMst oHa Mmoy4duiia
CTOJILKO KYKOJI OT OTIIa ¥ CTapIIuX OpaTheB, 4YTO coOupanach Ux momaputh. HemocTaTouHo OBITO
IIOJAaPUTh KYKJIBI BCEM OETSIM B CTOJIHIIE, @ BCEM, KOTO OHa BCTpedasa. biarogaps ee mobpomy
cepriy, 9To GBI TEIIBIN 3IU30M, B KOTOPOM Ha JIHIaX CTOJUYHBIX IeTeH paciiBell CMeX.

"KoneuHo, umneparop Ilepceii u ero CHIHOBbSI PACCEPOUIIUCH, KOTAA Y3HAIH 00 3TOM.

3aTeMm OcKap BO3BpalllaeTCsl B CBOIO CTPaHy C KYKJI0ii. TO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha JI00yi0 OAPYTyio KYKIy,
kKotopyto KOnuaHa mapuia nonsM, KOTOPHIX OHA BCTpedasa, HO [JIs Hero 3To ObUI0 0COOEHHO BaXKHO.

Ockap, KOTOpHI# BEPHYJICS ITOC/Ie 0TKa3a, U3[eBasIcs, Isas Ha Kykiy. OH ObUT TeM, KTO 3aHSJT TPOH,
y6uB cBoero otia. FOnraHa ero coBceM He 6osiack. OHa flaXKe cpesaja eMy TaKO! ClIagKui
IIOJapOoK.

Ecnu GBI 9T0 OBLT KTO-TO OPYTOH, KTO ero He 00sJICs, OH OHI Tepepes3an UM IJIOTKY U gajl Obl IIOHSTh
YyBCTBO CTpaxa. [IoueMy-To ero yrermano To, 4To KOnmuaHa ero He 6osnach. "KpacHormassi jeMoH",
yOuBIIMY CBOEro oTia. Kazamoch, CTUPAIOTCS CI0Ba, KOTOPHIE ero monro 6ecmokounu. OH qyman o
TOM, 4TOOBI TOXUTUTE KONKMaHy U 3allepeTh ee B CBOEM 3aMKe, HO OH IIOUYBCTBOBAJI Ce6si CIIOKOMHO,
KOT[ja yBUJE/I MaJIeHbKYI0 KYKIIY.

[Tocne atoro gust OcKap CMOT OTOUTH OT KOIIMapOB, IPECIeN0BaBIINX €0 BCIO XKU3Hb.

"Huyero, ecnu s cefigac mogapio eMy KyKiy?

"9TO BCe, YTO ST MOTJIa MPUAYyMaTh, YTOOH TOMOYb MostomoMy OcKapy.'



“Torpa repouHs He CMOXKeT OT[ATh eMy KYKJIy... 9T0 6yOeT HopMabHO?"

Eme...

Jlenus xorena nomoys Ockapy B ueM yrogHo. OHa X0Tesia, 4YToObl MOJIOfbIe U c/Tabble XOTh HEMHOT'0
cbexanu ot 60IM U CTpaxa.

OH e111e MOJIOfI, TIO3TOMY, CJTH OH Oy[eT criaTh C KYKJIOM Ha PyKaxX, OH MOXKET ITOYyBCTBOBAThH
HeOOoJIBIIIoe 00JIeTyeHue.

— TrI yBEPEH, YTO X0Uellh 3TO KynuTh? Tebe BooOIIe HPaBATCS KYKIIbI? OHU OIS JeBOYEK...

— Jii, a ecTh 11 IIPpaBUIIO, YTO KYKJIBI MOTYT JIIO0UTH TOJIBKO }KeHH.II/IHBI?

CrnoBa Pomeo ymapunu Jlenuu HOXKOM B CIIMHY, M OHa OIIPOBEpPrJia UX.

"B mo6om cnydae...

— ...y BaC eCTh IeHbI'H? - OCTOPOXKHO CIIpocua JIenus, HO TOH ee CJI0B OBIJI IT0X0XK Ha FaHTCTEPCKU.

"Ecnu mogymaTh, y MeHsT He OBITIO IEHET...

Bo-miepBrIX, el He OBUTM HYKHBI IEHbI'M, ¥ UMIIEPATOP He MOT [aKe IOoCIaTh KOro-HuOymb, YTOOH
OaTh el NeHbI'U.

— A? Y MeHd UX HET.

— 4, xoHeuHO, npuHec. Ho Kyna oHU fenuch?

Hu y Kanukca, Hu y PoMeo, moxoxe, He ObIJIO fleHeT B KapMaHax. Jlenus xkano0HO IoOCMOTpesla Ha
Pomeo. IToueMy 4ennoBeK, KOTOPHIM UX BHIBEJI, IeHET ¢ COO0M He B3S?

Jlenust oTBEPHYIACh U IOCMOTpeNa Ha I'pudduTa, CBOIO MOCTETHION HaNeXKIy.

— I'puddurt, a y Te6s ectb? T YMHBIY [TapeHb, I03TOMY S YBEPEH, UTO y TeOsI OHU €CTb...

— Ia.

— 4 pap, Tl eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXKeT moMous! [lait MHe HEMHOTO, S 3am1ayy Tebe Mo3xXKe.



— 3a uto? CKoJIBKO meHer Tebe Hago?

— Kak 1 0XKupganoch, Tel XOPOLIXUYM MaIb4yuK. Toraa... MOy 1 KYyIIUTh OPYIYI0 KYKITy?

Jlenusa noxnonana ['puddura no cnure u crpocuna. Jiumo I'pudduta nckasunock, kak 6ynTo
"xoporui ManbuuK" OBUT 0CKOPOUTETEHEIM.

— Jlena¥ Kak moxeJjaellb. - OTBETHII OH.

Jlenusi co cHACT/IMBHIM BEIPaXKEHUEM JIMIa CTajla BEIOUPATh OPYTYIO KYKITY.

— Trl cobupaenbcs BPyYUTh NepBriii OcKapy, BepHO?

— BepHo. Tl oueHb coobpasuTeriee.

Ha Bompoc I'pudduta Jlenus yneibHynach 1 OTBETHTIA.

— 4rt0, 370 Tak? Mory g Torga IoJIy4uTh OOUH?

— He BmL

— Xoait! 3to rpybo. TiI.

Kanukc QBIpKHYTI ¥ 3aBOpYall.

PoMeo, KOTOPEI# CIyIIai, MOPTHY, YIBIOHYJICS U CITPOCHIT:

— A 410 HacueT MeHs? 4 MOTy IONIyYUTh OOUH, BEPHO?

— ThI TOXKE He MOXKeIllb.

— ...IIOJOHOK.

HecmoTps Ha KpuTuky, ['puddUT HE OBUHYIICS C MeCTa.

— ...IIpOCTO BHIOEPUTE ONUH.

Ho Bckope oH cka3ay 370. OH IPHUTBOPUIICS XOJIOOHBEIM, HO OBIJI HAMHOTO ciabee, yeM BHITIIsmeN. I1o
ero cinoBaM, u Kanmukc, 1 Pomeo cTanmu BHIOMPATh KYKITy C CEPhE3HBIM JTUIIOM.



— XM...

Jlenmus BHEMaTeNIbHO HaOMoaa 3a KyKjoi, 30pKUMHU TJla3aMu sicTpeba. [ToueMy-To ee ceppiie
TperneTano, Kak y pebeHkKa.

Ecnu nmpuyuHou BeIOOpa MATKUX Urpyiek mayis Ockapa ObUT 91IM30[ 0 MATKUX UTPYIIKax, Jlenus
BAPYT 3ax0Tejla KYyIUTh UX U3-3a UCTOPUU O MATKUX UTPYIIKaX.

ITo croxety mocne [Tepces, HacTos M uMnepaTop Mmnepuu Aypapuu BepHyn cebe TpoH. Brin
anu3of o [lepcee, KOTOPHIH OB XOJIOOHEIM ¥ 3HAMEHUTHIM, OTKPHIBIIMM CBoe cepaie FOnuane,
KOTOpasi cTajia ero fo4ephio.

“Ara...’

Jlenus BCIIOMHMIIA, 9YTO IIpoYuTalla B KHUTE.

B ornuyue oT 0TIIa, KOTOPHIA 0cKopOisin ee, KOnmuane HpaBuncs ee oruuM Ilepceii. OH OvII
IOCTaTOYHO CUJIEH, UTOOBI OTPyTaTh €€ AbSIBOJILCKOT0 OMOJIOTUYECKOTo OTlia. K ToMy XKe oHa Bcerma
BBITJISIENIa HAllyTaHHOM, HO XOPOILIO, YTO OHAa TaiHO 3a00THIachk 0 CBoel MaTepu u o cebe.

Korpa Ilepce# cran ummnepaTtopom, KOnnaHa, eCTECTBEHHO, CTana eJUHCTBEHHOU MIPUHIIECCOU
HWmnepuu Aypapuu, 94TO Ka3aa0Ch MEUTOM.

*[I.II.: KaK XK oHM MeHs 6ecat (OO0

OmHax[el, cpady Iociie Toro, Kak [lepceit ctam uMIepaTopoM, Y Hee OBITT COHHBINA HeHb. FOnmuaHa
HEXHO CXBATHIIa €ro 3a PYKY, HajesiCh COMU3UTHCS ¢ oTiioM. OHa 3aBUI0OBasIa IPYTUM OETSIM,
IepKaBIIUMCS 3a PYKU CO CBOUM OTIIOM. Ee OuoIorudecKkuil oTell OB IJIOXUM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN
M3[eBaJiCs Hafl HeHM, HO OHA HafesIach, YTO ee OTYUM OyHeT OpyruM.

Opnaxko ITepcelt, KOTOPHIA YYBCTBUTENIEH K KOHTAKTy C KeM-TO, HEOCO3HAHHO OTIYCKAET PYKY
pebeHKa.

KOmnuana, KoTopoit OBIIO BCET0 IECSTh JIET, IOCTPamaa.

HTak, mocne Toro AHs, KOrga OHa CTOsIa nepen HepceeM, OHa 49yBCTBOBaAJla ce0s TTOIaBIIeHHOM.

[Tepceit pacTepsncs, Koraa 3aMeTHUI, YTo peb6eHOK, KOTOPHIM paHbllle SPKO yIbI0acs, Kaxkibli pa3
BXOMIUJI B CTEHY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH o0OpalllaeTcsl 3a COBETOM K MMIIepaTpulle, KOTopas SIBIIeTCS
MaTepnio FOnuaHb U ero KoJijierd 10 JOroBOpHOMY Opaky.



— "Eu HpaBsATCS KyKibl. Kak Tonbko Balile Ben4ecTBO MOgapuT el MATKYI0 UTPYIIKY, ee THEB
YTUXHET, ¥ OHa Oy[eT cuacTiuBa."

3aTeM UMIepaTop OTBEN ee B CaMblil OOJIBIION Mara3uH UTPylIeK B IIeHTPe TOpofa, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTD
cepnue HOnmuanel. 3aTeM, KyIuB KyKIy (XOTS BeChb Mara3uH Iepelies Ha ee UMs), OH OCTOPOKHO
CXBaTHUJI ee 3a PY4OHKY. FOnnaHa HaKOHell paccMesiniach, ¥ ee MUsas yibl0Ka pacTonumia Bce Cepale
Ilepces.

970 OBUIO HAYAJIOM TOTO, YTO OH CTaJl AYPAKOM [IJisT CBOEH JOYepH.

C Tex mop oHa 0oJIblIle HUKOTIa He TPYCTHIIA.

Kykna tak noHpaBunach KOnuaHe, 94To OHa fepKaja ee Kax[bli feHb. Ee HOoBble OpaThs IOgyMalH,
YTO 3TO TaK MUJIO, YTO TOXKE Hada/IM IMOKYIaTh €€ KyKOJI.

C tex nop y FOnuaHbl 10ABUIICA KYKOJIBHBIYA CKIaf.

'Y mocre 3TOTO ST BCTPETHUIA €e...

Ha toT MoMeHT Jlenus BepHyIach B 3aMOK U XUJjla IIpeXXHel X1U3Hbl0. UMnepaTop U HacjleJHbIN
IIPUHII, KOTOPBIe 3aMaCKUPOBaIy ee IOf MaJibuiKa U OTIIPaBUJIM B HEUTPAJIbHYIO 30HY, YMEPIH, U
HOBBIM MMIIepPaTOP B30IIIes Ha TPOH. Takke 3T0 OBIJI0, KOTHAa UCIBITyeMble 00CYyKaanu, 4YTO UM
nenath C Jlenuen.

— "IIpemgaTenb, TOCMEBIIN 3aHITh TPOH, Mo3aboTusncs o Helt! OH mpuBen ee K ce0e MOMOM M HAaKPHII
POCKOIIIHOM €[0#... MBI HOJIKHBI YOUTH ceEMeHa BOCCTaHMsI, YTOOHI IIOJIOKUTh UX KOHEIL."

— "[la, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, MBI JOJIXKHEI yOUTE ero!"

OpHako ObIM M BO3paxkeHus. XOTs O Hee 3T0 Obljla He 0YeHb XOPOoIas uyes.

— "Ho pa3sBe eii He Bcero aecsaTh jeT? OHa cecTpa ee BeIu4YecTBa U A04Yb yMepIleld IPUHIECCHI.
Jlyuine OB S UCIIONTB30BAJI €€ M1 HallMOHAJIbHOTo Opaka..."

— "Wnu 65110 OB HETJIOXO, ecyiu OBl THL OTHAJ €T0 Ha 3TOT pa3 OCTOWHOMY ciyre? Kak Hac4eT Toro,
yTOOHI ITO3BOJIUTD €1 BBIMTH 3aMyK 3a MapKu3a TeBeJliu, KOTfa OH CTaHET B3POCIIEIM?"

Bo MHOTMX OTHOIIIEHHUSIX IIPUCYTCTBUE Jlenuu BBI3BEIBAIO O€CIIOKOMCTBO.

I[Tepceit cTucHyn 3y0Obl, Korna yBupmen Jlemuio.



Ero mnapiias CceCTpa, MaThb Jlenuu, IIpuCTaBajia K €ro KeHe BCSIKUU pa3, KOorga OHa BUAEJIa ee, U
¥37eBaach HaJ HEu.

3a KynucaMM OHa CKa3aJlla eH, YTo cfejiana Tak, 4ToOnl ux Opak MpUUUHSI el 60/ He pas.
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