quBepO neTei cenu HaIIPOTHUB Jlenuu. OHa YyBCTBOBaJlla cebst 3arHAHHOM B YTOII.

— KanutaH, 4T0 3T0 3a fgeByllKa? Bbl IbITaeTECH 3aBECTU JEBYIIKY, HE TaK JIU?

- crmpocun PoMeo, pumionHsB ogHYy OpOBb, B TO BpeMs KaK OCTa/IbHbIE YCTABUIUCH Ha JIemuio.

— Kt0 oHa? - CIIPOCHII Kanukc, mogasiisis Becesbe.

— A, paBpa...? Ero nmoapyxka? 51 He MOTY B 3TO IIOBEPUTE. - TOPLKO ImpobopmoTan Ockap.

Jlenmust HaXMypuIach U MocMoTpesna Ha ['puddura, He oTBevas uM. I'pudduTt Momdan, BO3IMOKHO,
IIOTOMY, YTO 3HaJl, KTO 9Ta HeBYIIKa.

"Brl x0THTE M300pa3UTh MEHS OECCTHIIHEIM PEOEHKOM?

Jlenus noxaa Iie4daMu.

— ITouemy oHa Mos meBymiKa? OHa HeBecTa npuHla ['puddura.

— Hesecta? V Te0s ecTh HeBecTa?

Kanukc nosepuyrcs K I'puddury.

— ...eCTh JIU 3[I€Ch KTO-HUOYMb, Y KOTO HET HEBECTHI? - YAUBIIEHHO CIIpocu Pomeo.

— Her.

— JleliCTBUTEIIBHO?

Korga Kanukc oTBeTus, Bce OBILIIH YOWBIIEHHI.

— ... y MeH4d e€ HeT... - oTBeTus gaxe Ockap.

"V Hero HET HeBECTHI, IOTOMY YTO UMIIepaTop HEHABUOUT €ro. - IofyMaia JIemus, BHyTpeHHe
IIeJIKAST SI3LIKOM.

Cunune 3payku Pomeo mepiianu:



— V¥ 1e64 nipaBpa HeT? A BHI, KanuTaH? Y Te0s eCTh HeBecTa?

— XMm?

"TI-Hy, s He 3HaI0. BBINa T y HAaCIEOHOTO IPUHIA HeBecTa?:

"Ecnu Onl 51 OblJTa CHIHOM, UMIIEPATOP y2Ke BhIOpai OB MO0 HEBecTy... Ho s yBepeHa, 4To OH OymeT
IIPUOVPYUBEIM K CBOEMY eIMHCTBEHHOMY CHIHY, TaK 4YTO 5 He OyMalo, 4To y IIpuHIa Jleo oHa ele
€CThb...

YeTrIpe yeoBeKa yCTaBUIUCH Ha JIennio, okupas ee OTBeTa. B KOHIEe KOHLIOB Jlenus Hallljla MyOpbIA
OTBET.

— ...5 CJIBIIIAJI, KaK MOH OTEI] UTO-TO TOBOPUII 00 3TOM, TaK Kak s cynab. I Hu4ero He CKa3al, TOTOMY
YTO He mAyMaJ, 4To Te6e 3To OymeT HamieBaTh. [lymMalo, y MEHS eCTh HeBecTa... Hy, a MOXeT, u HeT.

TakTuka "{ He yBepeH".

[Tpu cnoBax Jlenuu 4eTBepO AeTel KUBHYIIM, TOBOPS, YTO 9TO MOTJIO OHITH TakK.

— Trl cna6? Tel BRIMIAOUIIL HEYKITI0KE, HO Thl 04€Hb CUJIbHBIN.

Kanukc B3MaxHysI PyKOU U CKa3all.

— 9M, ecnu OBl MEHS B TOT A€HDb He UCIEJU CBAIIEeHHUK, MBI MOUX PYK OBIIA OBl M3HOIIEHHI.
Ecnu TH cHOBa ymapelns B 00MOPOK, 51 00JbIlle He CMOTY Te0OsT HECTH.

— TiI.

— ThI OOMXKEH OBITH 6Har011apeH, M? Ax, 4TOOHI crtacTu Te0sI, MHE B TOT OEHb ITPUIIJIOCE IIPOSABUTDH
TaKyI0 CBEPXYEJIOBEYECKYIO CUIIY.

Kanukc 3akphin por.

[TaTepo meTel, B TOM YHCJIe OHa, UMeNu MpubIu3uTeNIbHOE MTpeficTaBIeHre 0 ToM nHe. Kormga 3Bepn
nosBuics, Jlenusa yHecna Kanukca ¢ ropsl.

Opnako Tonbko Jlenusi, Kamukc u I'pud)¢uT 3HAIH, YTO BUHOBHUK, BRI3BABIIIHE 3BePs, ObLII CBSI3aH C
WmmepatopoM Ackappa. [Tocre 9Toro oHM rafanu, OTKynaa Jlenust 3apaHee 3Haja, YTO TaKOe MOXKET
CIIY4YHUTHCS.



Jlenus He MOT7la CKa3aTh IIpaBay, IMO3TOMY CKa3adjla HEOIIPEeOEeJIeHHO:

ViHOTa y MeHS eCTh IIPeA4yBCTBHE.

— KamuTaHs, BBl OBl ITIOCTYIUIIY TaK ke, OyOb S B OIIACHOCTH, BEPHO?

Pomeo HEMHOTO IIogyMal U CIIPOCHIL.

— ... XMm?

Pomeo paccepauncs Ha OIeIOMJIEHHOE BHIpaXKeHue nuila Jlemuu.

— Xa! TsI ceppe3no? 4 OB EePBHIM, KTO Iopoles K Tebe. Tol He moMHUIIL?! TH yoapuncs
roJI0BOM??!

— 4 nomuo! 4 3Ha0! Koneuno, g Ovl Tebe IIOMOT.

*[.IL.: ...eCJIU IIoayMaTh, TO KallUTaHOM [OJI2KEH ObITH OH, PoMeo...

Jlenus oTBeTHNaA HEBO3MYTHMEIM TOHOM, HA PoMmeo 3acMmesincs, CKa3as:

— Ja.

— KamnTaH, a 4TO HacueT MeHI?

— Ockap? 4 651 moHec Tebs B m000# MOMEHT!

"OH MeHbIIIE MEHS, TI03TOMY OyHeT jerve.

OcKap YXMBITbHYJICS, TPUKPBIB POT KYIAaKOM.

"Munsiii. OH MOX0X Ha dero...

Jlenust mornmapuia cepedpssHbie Boinockl Ockapa. OH [eHCTBUTEIBHO ObIT IIOX0XK Ha ee MIAJIIero
Opata. Ecnu nogymaTth, y Hee 1 'y OcKapa ObIJT pa3HbIM IIBET I'J1a3, HO OOUHAKOBEIE CEpeOpPUCThHIe
BOJIOCHL. BEITTO OB HE CTPAHHO HA3KIBAThL €T0 €€ OPaTOM.

Jlenus BOPYT KOe-4TO BCIIOMHHUIA ¥ CKa3ana Ockapy:



— OCKap, Y HacC TIOXOKUH IIBET BOJIOC, IIO3TOMY OHH MOT'YT IIOAYMATh, YTO MBI 6paTbH.

— IlpaBpma?

— BynTo! Ero 6pat? ThI, monxkHO ObITh, [IpukansBaembesi! Bol 00a 9acTo Tak X0JI0THO
pasroBapuBaeTe OPYT C APYTOM.

— BpeMs 0T BpeMeHU KallUuTaH OOJIKEH 3aTKHYTh POT. - CKa3aiu PoMeo u Kanukc B yHUCOH.

Jlenus pe3ko (eIpKHYyIa. 3aTeM OHa mocMoTpena Ha ['pudduta, KOTOPHIM He IPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA.
'puddut OBITT eUHCTBEHHBIM 3[I€Ch, KTO He CIIpocui: "Thl OBl ClTac MHE XKU3HB?"

OH 00sJICA VCIIBIIIATE OTBET "HeT".
y

'puddut 6w11 ¢ Jlenueit y2Ke HECKOJIBKO JHEH, HO OH He OBII ¢ Heit 0cCOOeHHO OTM30K.

"9T0 ero OECIOKOHT...

Jlenmus orpei3nynachk ['puddurty, Habniomas, Kak CIyru u3ganeka IPUHOCAT efdy.

— I'puddur, Kk TROEMY CBefeHUI0, s OBl cAenan To XKe caMmoe s TeOs. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, TH He
Oymelrs MakaTh U OpaThcs, Kak Kamukc.

— Xau! KTo nmakan u CKynun?

I'puddut 3akycun ryoy:

— 4 maxe He cIpammBarl...

BCKOpe Inmepen ux CTOJIOM IIOSABUJIMCE CIIYTH C emoit. 9To OBIIO TO XK€ caMOoe, YTO OHA efla paHkbIIIe.

— JlaBaliTe IoeouM, Malb4rKu! - BOCTOPKEHHO 3aKpryarna Jlenus ¥ MpuHSAIach eCTb BTOPOU pas.

)%k

[Tocne enel Jlenusi BepHyach B KOMHATY C IPY3biMHU. [leTU CULeNI Ha OTPOMHOM A¥BaHe, IOTSATUBas
yail, TPUHECEHHBHIH CNTyroi. BO3M0OXKHO, 13-3a TOTO, UTO BCE OHU MIPUHAMJIEKANIHA K KOPOIEBCKUM
CEMbSIM, X 1103a 3a YaelUTHEM BHITJISIAENIa OYeHb 9JIETAaHTHO. JIeNus ToxXe Muila Yal, Kak Morja
UMUTUPYS UX.



— O, 4ro Xe Tebe cka3ana ero HeBecta? OHa mpocuna Tebs IPUUTH Ha cBagb0y? - capKacTU4eCKu
cripocun Pomeo.

— OHa cmpocuia MeHs1, yIIOMUHAJ JI¥ Koraa-Huoyns ['pudour o Helt Ipu MHe.

— 3aueM eH 3TO gesaTh?

— 4 He 3HalO.

Bce o6paTunu B3opsl Ha 'pudduta. OH IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ UX U YCTABUJICS Ha YaIIKy C YaeM.

— B mo6oMm cryyae, 3T0 HHTEPECHO. S He MyMall, 4YTO MOXKHO TaK XOPOIIIO Pa3roBapuBaTh C
KEHIIHHAMH,

Bripaxenue nuila Jlenuu ©3MEHHUIIOCh OT CI0B Kanmmkca.

"Yro 3T0 0003HAYAET?"

— 4 gymato, oH KpyT. [leBOUKM OYE€Hb BHUMATEIbHO HabMogamy 3a HalllMM KalluTaHOM, He TakK JIu?

Bce kazanuce YAUBJIEHHBIMH, YCJIBIIIAB 3TO.

— [ToueMy THl 0OpaTHII HA HUX BHUMaHUE?

— KanuraH... KpyTou...?

Kanukc cknoHui roynoBy, Korga Ockap 3aroBopu’l, Kak 6yiTo 3T0 OBIJI0 eCTECTBEHHO.

"Hy, s Bcerpa ObLT TaKUM...?

Jlenus mpo cebs ynbIOHYyIach U yCTaBUIaCh Ha YETBEPHIX feTel. Bce 0HU OBLIM U3 KOPOJIEBCKUX
ceMeli, HO Tenephb OHU ObUIX €e IONUYUHEHHEIMU. [10CTaTOYHO, YTOORl OHU 3HANX 0 Hel. Tak 4To,
KOHEYHO, OHa ObI KPYTO BHITJISAENIA.

‘et 9To0...

Jlenus BHYTPEHHE IIEJIKHYJIA SI3bIKOM, HO BEIPAXKEHNE €€ JIUIld OBIJIO SIBHO TOPABIM.

— [Touemy OB HaM He TIONTHU U He TIOUTPATh, a HE 3aCTPSATh B 9TOM KOMHATe? - Ipeaioxkunl Pomeo.



— Kyna mbr ugem? Cang?

— Heyxenu CBALIEHHUKY OTIYCTAT HaC?

OTa cBsleHHas HeUTpasibHasA 30Ha Obljla 0YeHb O0/IBIINM ropofoM. B ieHTpe ropona Ov1a 60IBIION
XpaM, BOKPYT Hero ObIJI TOCTPOEH TOPTOBBIM paioH. 2Kunuiie, rme 0CTaHOBUIUCE IEeTH, OBIIO0
OobIIMM 3TaHNEM BO BHYTPeHHeH YacTu xpama. OxpaHa Obljla CTPOTOH.

Pomeo xkanobHo B3OOXHYII X CKA3all:

— IMomymatt xopoineHbko. Co BpeMeHU TOTO MHIIMEHTa MBI 3HaeM cjaboe MecTo B Xxpame. Ecnu oHu
y3HAIOT 00 3TOM, UM 3TO He IOMIeT Ha M0/Ib3y, IIpaBaa?

YouBuTensHo, HO PoMeo oka3alcs [OBONBHO yMeH. Bce Obinu B BocTopre. JIemuu Takxke
MHTEPeCcOBaJjIo, YTO HaXOAUTCS 3a mpefenamMu xpama. OHa Oblla He Tak yXK U CTapa, HO BCe Xe
IIPOBEJIa BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb HA yriiax MMIIepaTopCcKoro ABopiia. A Temeps OHA 0CTAETCS 3[eCh. Y Hee,
KOHEYHO, He OBIII0 HUKAKUX JKaJio0, ITOTOMY YTO OHA MOTJIa €CTh MHOTO €[IHL.

— CBsIILIEHHUKOB Ccelyac Hy>KHO KakK CJIefyeT OUCHUTIIMHUPOBATh. [ToiaeM rynsiTe. Thl HE fyMaellb,
YTO OHU IIPENOCTaBAT HaM TeJIOXpPaHUTeIeun?

Jlenus BCKoYMIa.

— Xoporo, s pewun. [Touaem rynsaTs!

— 4 Oyny 3mecsk...

Ocxkap 3akosebacs.

— Tlo#imem BMecTe? - cripocust Pomeo, Ho Ockap CIIPHITHYT C [UBaHA ¥ HAIIPABUJICS B UX KOMHATY,
T7le OHU TIOCTaBUIJIX KPOBATh.

— 41 cmaTe. Bam, pe0GsiTa, mopa uATH.

Jlenusa CMOTpeJIa, KaK 3aKPhIJIaCh OBEPG.

"MecTo ¢ 6OJIBIIUM KOJIHYECTBOM JIIOei OBITI0 OBl IS HEeTO CTPAIIHLIM. ..

Emy OymeT cimoxHO, yuuThiBast, 4To y OCKapa, BEPOSITHO, TPEBOKHOE PACCTPONCTRO.



"EcTb yTo-HHOYOb, YTO MOKET moMoub OCKapy?...

HeMmHoro nmomyMmas, JIenusi Koe-4To IIPUIIJIA B TOOBY. M BCKOpe OHa CKa3asa, Kak OynTo pelmunia:

— INonmem.

— M= 6pocaem ero? - cripocuit Pomeo.

Jlenus He OTBETHUIA U TOIBKO IIpu3Bajia OCTAJIBHBIX.

Korpma oHM MONPOCWIM BHIMTH Ha YIIHIy, CBSIIEHHUK UCITYTAJICS, HO, OPOCHB yTpO3y IOCIETHETO
IIPOUCILIECTBUS, TT00eKaj COOOIUTh 06 3TOM IIEPBOCBSIIEHHUKY.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi CIIyCTS...

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHM COTJIACUJIMCH ¥ BHIBEJIM NISITh phillapei. Pafinyc ux nmepeaBuKeHus ObLT
OTpaHWYeH O/IM3/IeKallyMy OXKWBJIEHHLIME YIUI[AMH, HO 3TOTO OBIIO 60jIee 4eM HOCTAaTOYHO.

BOBIMHCTBO NMoel, XKUBYLIUX B HEUTPaAIbHOM 30He, ObIIM YJIeHaMU XpaMa U ceMeit CBSIThIX
peillapeli. B xpaMe pa6oTano MHOTO CIIyT ¥ IIPOCTHIX TOPTOBIIEB.

9TO He 9KCKYPCUOHHOE MECTO, II03TOMY He TaK YK M OKHWBJIEHHO, HO BCE 3Ke 9T0 KOMMEPYECKU
PaiioH, ¥ ITO3TOMY B TOpPOJie KUIIUT KU3Hb.

9To0 He OBIIO BEIUKOJIEITHO, HO OHa II0YYBCTBOBAIA YYBCTBO CBOOOMEI, TPOCTO IPOTYIUBASICH TI0
IIeHTPY Topofa.
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