— Ilo#pmém, ceityac xxe. Ham Hy>KHO KaK MOXKHO CKOPee CITyCKaThCsI C TOPHI.

— Kak g mory mBurathcs ¢ 60nbHOM HOToM? Ham nmpupméTcs momgoxkmaTh 3[ech A0 yTpa.

— THI...

[Ter moOpomyIIHEIM YOTIONOK, KOTOPHIM HUYEro He 3HaeT!]

—4d IIpopeiiana BeChb 3TOT IIYTh CIOOAd PaAu KOT'0-TO, a BMECTO 3TOIr0 CUXKY 3mech!

Jlenmus Kutmesa oT 3710CTU. KaneKc JEr U IOJI0KUII TOJIOBY Ha PYKY, BHITJISAAS TOTOBSICh KO CHY. OH
CyMacllefluii TapeHs, ga?

[Tl cepré€3HO cobparcs 3mech crath? Ecimu Thl 6ymems cnaTth 30ech, Te6s ChecT 3Beph! |

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB Jlenus nmpru3Hanach:

— X951, Tl MOXKeEIlb B 3TO HE ITOBEPUTH, HO 3[1€Ch CKOPO MOSIBUTCS 3BEPb.

— KoHeuHO, 5 B 9TO He MOBEPIO.

[3TOT commsak!]

Jlenus roy60Ko B3moxHya. [lociie MUHYTHOTO KOyle0aHusT OHa OCTOPOXKHO CITPOCHIIA:

— Kanexkc Ackapg. Tel moBepsielns CBoeMy Asane?

B ogHO MrHOBeHUE Kanekc BCKOYMII, €ero TeJI0 HalPSTIOoCh.

Ero pyka MeTHynach BIepEn, cXBaTUB JIennio 3a BOPOTHUK.

[Bay!..]

— KTo-To mocmnan tebs. Tebs KTo-To mocyas, ga?!

Kanekc c cunoit IIoTpAC Jlenwuio 3a BOPOTHHK, CIIOBHO ITIBITASACh BEITPACTU MOHETEI U3 ITYCTOT'O
KOIIIeJIbKa.



— Kro kKoro nmocnan? mMmnepaTop mocnian MeHst B XpaM, Thl, 6e3ymerr!

— Ox, Hy, 4 gyMalo, Tak OHO U4 ecTb. Ho 0TKyna Tel 3Haelns 0 Ero BennyecTBe U KakK ThI
MOKEIITh TOBOPUTh 00 3TOM?

Jlenus ctpsaxHyna pyKy Kanekca u noxsomnana ce0s o 3aThUIKY. Y He€ 3aKpyKujach rojosa.

— Hy Ha camomMm pene Y M€HA €CTb TOHKas CIIOCOOHOCTH K IIPOHUIATEJIbHOCTH. Tak 4To 4 Cpa3y BCE
IIOHAJI, KOTOa YBUOEII Tebs.

CnoBa u MeIcu Jlenuu BUTANU B MycToTe. KajmeKc CUIbHO BCTPSIXHYIT €€ 3a BOPOTHHUK, TaK YTO e
ObLIIO TPYIHO HOPMAaJIbHO IyMaTh ¥ TOBOPUTH, KOTHa OHa mpuliia B cebs. [1o kpaitHel Mepe, OHa He
BHITIAJIMJIA, YTO IIPOYUTAJIa 3TO B POMaHe.

— ...OH Benp He mocyan Tebs, ma?

Jlenus coanach, IOOHSIB PYKU B BO3AYX, TJISAS Ha JIYHHBINA CBET, CTpysIuiics ¢ HeOa, a He Ha
pasppazxarlnero 6e3ymiia nepeq Hew.

— 4 Hacnepnusiii [Tpunn Aypanuu. Kak Mmnepatop Ackapfa MoT nociath MeHs? Heyxenu Tel
HaCTOJIbKO TYIIOU?

— ...Xa-a, Tak B 4éM ke meso? Thl X0Uelllb CKa3aTh, YTO MOM Ossl COOMPAETCS MOCIaTh 3BePst, YTOOR!
yOUThL MeHs?

— ...JTO MOXKET MM0Ka3aThCs HEeBEPOATHEIM, HO 3TO HE JIOXKE. TrI Ke He HaCTOIBKO TJIyIl, HE TaK m?

— Xax, Hy, TOT{a, HaBepHOe, 5 yMpY.

— ..Yto?

— 41 3Hato cBoero gsamao. Het, Ero BemuyecTBo xoueT youTh MeHs. Tak 4TO S Ay4Ile YMpPY, YEM...

Jlenus ucIbiTaNa ODHOBPEMEHHO IIIOK U JKaJIOCTh, KOTHa IoCMOTpesia Ha Kamekca, KOTODHIH,
Ka3asoch, cmpancs. OH CHOBa JIET, Kak Oy[TO JeMCTBUTENILHO XOTEJl YMepeTh, a 3aTeM OPOCUIT Ha Heé
npeHeOpeKUTETbHBIN B3I,



— Yro TH cTouMIb? 3BEph Npubnuxkaercs. Tebe clenyeT YXOOuTh.

— Vxognu!

Jlenus ycTaBuach B riia3a Kanekca, oTpaxKE€HHBEIE B IYHHOM cBeTe. TaM 0Tpa3ujics cialbli cTpax,
HO CKa3aTb OblsI0 TpyIHO. Ho 0H GBI BCETO JIUIIh MaJbYUKOM - TEM, KTO IIPUTBOPSIJICS CUIBHEIM U
yBEPEHHEIM B cele, [a, HO BCE eIll€ ObLJI BCEro JIUIIh AeCATUIETHUM PeOEHKOM.

Jlenus momckouwmiia Ha MeCTe.

— 91 u 6e3 TBOUX CJIOB BCE 3HAIO.

— Ia, unu.

Kanekc, moxoxe, COBCeM He coxainej 06 9TOM.

Jlenus HaXMypuUach.

[UTo ciyuusock ¢ aTuM pe6EHKoM?.. EMy 3Ke BCEro JecsiTh JieT...]

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH 3HAJI, YTO €ro Os[s IMbITaeTCs YOUTh €Tro, TO, YTO OH 3HAN YKe [aBHO - Kak
OH MOT OBITh TAKUM HeOpexKHBIM? KaK OH ITPOXKHUJIT BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb, YTOOBI 3TO CTAJIO [JISI HETO
€CTEeCTBEHHEIM?

Jlenus moxJionasna cebs 1Mo TPyau, YYBCTBYS AYXOTY, KOTOPAs OTAaBaaaCh 9XOM HeXeJIaHUs, ¥ THXO
CKasasa:

— Ho s He Mory yiTH OguH.

— Yto0?

On IIOCMOTPEII Ha Heé Kak Ha CyMacCIIEeOIIyIo.

— Kak THl NIOHMMaelllb, Hy>KHO CIIEeIINTh. 3ajla3b CKOpee.

T'oBOps 3TO, OHA MpHCesia Ha KOPTOYKH, TIOBEPHYBIIKUCH CIIHHOM K Kanekcy B 1o3e, MOHSTHOW BCEM
OeTSIM.



— ...Te1 ¢ yma comen? - cupocun Kanekc Bciayx, Kak 0yAaTo 910 66110 aOCypIaHO.

— BricTpee. 3anassb.

— Tol cux... [ToueMy s momKeH OBIThH ¥ TeOsT Ha criHe? Pa3Be TH He 3HaElllb, YTO IPOCTO YMPEIIDL?
Yxonu!

— 4 He Mory yuTH ofuH. [laBali, 3aya3b OLICTpeEE.

Br10 3a6aBHO, YTO OHM Pa3rOBAapPUBAIHU APYT C APYTOM, HO, Ka3aJioCh, BeJIM IBA OTAEIbHEIX
pasroBopa.

— ...Te1 mxémb? TH CKa3aJjl, YTO eCTh 3BePb, KOTOPHIA MOXKET IIOSIBUTHCS B JII000K MOMEeHT. Ho THI He
MOZKeIllb YUTH ofuH? UTo X, 1 Tebe He BepIO.

— Jlaxe ecyy TH He BEPHUIIb B TO, YTO S CKa3aJl, T OBl XOTEJI MOO0XKOATh, II0OKa 3BePh IMOSBUTCS?
MoxeT ObITh, BOJK, Y KOTOPOT'O CIIIOHKYU TEKYT U3 OCKaJleHHOU MOpAbl? TH KOEIIb, YTOOL YBUETh
3TO?

— Bor moatomy u unu ogus! Mb He 67TM3KY U faxe He Apy3bs! TH He pa3roBapuBajl CO MHOU
paHbllle, TaK YTO Ke 3TO BAPYT? Thl cOOMpPaeLIbCsd YMepeTh 3a KOT0-TO, KOTO HUKOTa paHbllle He
Bugen? Tel OB TOBEPUII, eCiiu OB S CKa3aJsl TO, UTO Thl MHE CKa3asl?

— Hy...

— T'oBopu yecTHO. Tebst mpucnam MOu Oaas?

— Trl mypak, mogymait 06 atom. 4 Ilpuni Aypanuu. ITo Kakoii npuyuHe g ctajn Obl Tebe nraTh?

— Mos XKu3HDb BCE PaBHO He UMeeT K TeOe HUKaKoro oTHouleHus1! He uMeeT 3HaYeHUSs, KTO TH U
BOJIHYeT Tebs 3To unu Het! 9 yMpy Tak, Kak Xo4ueT MOH Asips!

— 970 Tak He paboTaer.

Jlenusi Ha MTHOBEHUE 3agyMasiack. YeCTHO ToBOps, OHA OBl He IPHILIa CIofia, ecnu OBl OblyIa OfHA.
HackomnbKo OHa 3Hasla, OHa He [OOoJIKHa Obljla yMepeTh, faxe ecyu Obl 3Bephb IIOSIBUJICS, HO BCE XKe
ObL1 HEOOIBINION PUCK YMepeTh. HeT, maxke ecnu Obl OHa He yMepJia, Kanekc BCE paBHO ObIT OB
cepré3HO0 paHeH cerogHs. OHa 3Haa ero cyab0y ¥ He Morja eé He 3aMeTUTh. UyBCTBO BUHHI, YYBCTBO
[ONITa U TSXKECTh IPYTOf Y4eI0BeYeCKOU XKHU3HU 3aCTaBHUIA €€ TIOYYBCTBOBATH Ce0st 00s13aHHOM
IIOMOYb 3TOMY PEOEHKY.



— Beru! Yépt Bo3bMH, yxonou! Yxomu, moka 3TOT 3Beph He youn Tebs! Yxogu! - kpukuyn Kanekc
CPBIBAIOIIUMCS TOI0COM. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO OBIJIO TOTOMY, YTO €T0 I'0JI0C ObIT TAKUM TIOOABIISIONINM 1
IIPOH3UTEIBLHLIM (TaKAM MOJIOABIM), YTO JIenus moYyBCTBOBaJjIa mevasb B ero ronoce. OH Kpuya, Kak
OynTO YMOMSS €€ He YXOOUTh, UTO EMY CTPAIITHO U OH He X04eT, UTOOhl ero OCTaBUIM OOHOTO
ymupath. OH Kpryas Tak, CJIOBHO YMOJISINI O YEM-TO, YeTro, KakK OH iyMaJl, He MOT IIOJTy4YHTk.

Tak 4TO OHa He CO6I/IpaJ'IaCb YXOOUTL OOHA.

Jlenmus Ha MrHOBeHUe TIyOOKO B3[OXHYJIa, 3aTeM cobpaachk C OyXOM.

— Karsekc, mpoctu MeHs.

— Yro? [Ipoctu? Yxogu! Ecnu T He X04ellb yMUPaTh, TOTAA yXonu!

— 4 cettuac BrIpyOm0 Te6s1. [Taxke ecnu OymeT 6071bHO, HAOEPUCH TEPIIeHUs.

— THL... 4TO...

ManpumK MOT4a yrasn B oxupgatoiye pyku Jlemuu. OH Bcero nuilb pe0EHOK, HO BCE XKe el KaXkeTcs,
YTO OHA HECET B CBOMX PyKax Oymyiree 1eoro KoponeBcTBa U TSKeCTh MPECTYIIEHUH eTo IsIu.
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