"Camas BricOKas cTaBka y Jlemu Ho, coctaBnsiomas 300 munnuapnos Hebecurix Hedpurtos! Kto
IPensioXKuT 6osnprre?!"

300 munnuapmoB HebecHbix HehpuToB, 9TO acTpoHOMHUYECKasi CyMMa faxe ams [IpeBHuX boruns u
Bonpummx Cemeit. X0Th OHU U MOTYT ce0e 3TO ITO3BOJIUTH, €CJIU OHU IIPOJAAyT BCe UeM BIIafiel0T, HO
BPS[ JIU KTO-TO PEIIUTCS CHesiaTh 9T0. XOTh OHU U yBledeHbl 91 KapTuHoi XKenanus, HO BpAA U
KTO-TO PEIINTCS 0TKa3aThCS OT BCEr0 pafgy Hee--- KOHEYHO eCJIM Y HUX BCe €Ill€ eCTh 3[APaBhlii CMBICI.

LI3toTssHb CloaHHY 3aKycuila T'y0y ¥ IofHsIa pyKy: "¢ mpefarai BCIo MO Kojeknnio HebecHBIX
Meueii! B mHeit 999 [IpeBaux Meueit, 99 Hebecubix Meued, 99 Xaotuueckux Meueli, 9 Meued [Tao u
onuH boxecTBeHHbIM Meu 3anevyaTriBanus Hebec! MuHrManbHas CyMMa IIPOAaxKy 3TOM KOJIIEKIUU
750 munnuapmaoB Hebecubix Hegpurtos!"

"LI3toTsaub CioaHHY, TH ¢ yMa comwta?! Tel boruts BolHbI, 1 9Ta KOJIJIEKIUS CTOUT GO0JIbIlle YeM TBOS
xku3Hb! KeM ThI OyOelns, eciyu IoTepsielllh BCe 0pyKKe KOTopoe cobupaia BCI0 CBOIO KU3HB?!"
3akpudasna Ha He€ Cu Baumy.

“....” laxe mobsmui feHsru Xyanb Wiy, oreomMieHHO Moidait. XoTh caMa L[3toTsHb CloaHHY U He
MOSIBJISIIAaCh Ha MyONuKe yxke O0bIlle MUIINIMOHA JIeT, HO eé Hacmenue, OBITI0O HACTONIBKO IOMYIISIPHO,
YTO Ka3ajI0Ch OyATO OHO GBIIO CO3MAHO TOJIBKO BUepa. [3toTsHb CloaHHY 3TO BoruHs, KoTopas Bo
BpeMs Benukoit Boiinel, yousa 6osbliie Bcex Bparos, u Oblyia Ha3BaHa borunel BoiHbl. E€ mogsuru
BO BpeMs BOMHHI TakK CHUJIbHO BredaTnuin HebecHoro MiMmepaTopa, 4YTO OH IPEOJIOXKUI el
[OJIXKHOCTh OMHOTO M3 CBOUX T'€HepasioB, KOTopas TOJIbKO Ha CTYIEeHbKY HUXKe 4eM No3ulusd JIM4Horo
Cnyru! HUKTO He COMHeBAaJICs, YTO OHa COTJIaCUTCS, HO BCe OBIJIM CHUJIbHO YOMBJIEHH Ha CIEYIOUUN
IeHb, Y3HAB YTO OHA OTKa3ayach cIyxkuth HebecHomy MmmnepaTopy!

XoTh 0TKa3 ciayxuTh HebecHoMy MiMIiepaTopy He 03Ha4aeT pegaTeabCTBa, HO IO 3TOT0 MOMEHTA,
HUKTO HHUKOTTIa He OTKa3kIBaJICs cyxkuTh HebecHomy UMmmepaTtopy! C Tex mop LI3toTaHb CloaHHY
IIPOJ0JIKaJjia MyTelecTBOBaTh M0 3Be3nHoMy Heby, oOpacTast eé 6onbiuMu JlereHmgaMu o Hel
y4aCTBYSI BO MHOTHMX OPYTHUX BOHHAX.

Y mocrne paccka3oB 0 caMmoii L3ioTssHb Cr0aHHY JIIOOU €CTECTBEHHO OyIyT TOBOPUTH O €€ OIPOMHOM
kosnekimuu HebecHoro Opyxusi! E€ konnekius HeGecHoro OpyKusi, IO ciIyXaMm, 3TO Jydllee
Opyxue Bo BceneHnnoii, mpeBocxopsinee faxe opyxue Mmnepatopckoit Cembu TaHb! OfHO 3TO yXKe
TOBOPUT O LIEHHOCTU €€ KOJIIEKIIUH.

LI3toTsaab CioaHHY OTHOCHUTCS K CBOEM KOJITIEKIIMU KaK K CBOUM [JeTSM, U e€ Ipofiaxka HUKOIIa He
IIPUXOOUTIa ey B TOJIOBY, 00 cero aHsA! "Mou pa3yM siceH Kak HuKorga!" Cka3sana oOHa.

Cu Banmy He Bepusa cBouM yiiaM. 'Tlocie MUIIMOHOB JIET OTIIEIbHAYECTBA OHA TOYHO COIIA C
yma!' [Togymarsa OHa.

L3rorsaup CroaHHY HUYETro He [efajia, KpoMe y4acTus B BOMHaX U CTpeMJieHuU K Bepmune Brnapenus
OpyxueM. Ecnu HeT BOWHEL TO OHA COBEPIIEHCTBYET cBoe Brnagenuem OpyxueM. Ecnu oHa He
COBepILIEHCTBYeT CBoe Biamenue OpyxueM, 3HaUUT I'le-TO BO BecenneHHOU et BoiiHa. HUKTO He
3HaJI I0YeMy OHa TakK OfepXKuMa BOMHOM, HO HUKTO U He XOTeJl CIpalluBaTh Y He€ TakKue
0eCCMEBICIIEHHEIE BeIlu.

Lzrorseb CroaHHy IOCMOTpENIa CBOMMYU TEMHO-KPACHBIMU I'/1a3aMy Ha XyaHb Wiy, a 0H B CBOIO
oyepenb MMOCMOTpPeN Ha Heé. 'KpucTanbHO YHCTHE T'a3a... C TaKMMU I'Jla3aMy OHa SIBHO He
cyMmacineniasi. Ho moueMy oHa Tak ofiepKKUMa 3TOM KapTUHOU? ITO He ONEPKUMOCTDb U He JTI000Bb..



Y He€ ecThb Apyrue NpUYUHE AJI 3TOTO....7"

"LI3toTsaHb CioaHHY CTaBUT CBOIO KoJiekiuio HebecHoro Opyxkus, CTOAIIYI0 0KOJI0 750 MUJIIHApPHOB
Heb6ecurix Hedputos! Kto noctasut 6onbie?!"

Mup morpy3uscs B TUIIMHY. B 0CHOBHOM Bce OBIIIM YOUBJIEHH feicTBUsIMHU 1[3t0TsiHb Cl0aHHY, a
IpyTue He MOInu ceOe ITO3BOIUTH TaKyl BHICOKYIO CTaBKY.

Cu Banmy, npurnaguiia CBOM BOJIOCH U CKa3asna: "U3, Thl BEITJISAUIIL HACTOJIBKO HECYACTHOM, YTO I
1103BOJTI0 TeOe BHIMIpaTh. Ho mocye Bcero aToro, s Ipuay K Tebe B TOCTU Ha Yallleyky 4das, U Tebe
JIy4llle He OTKa3bBaThCSA, MHaUe---"

"O0WH TPUJIJIMOH HEBECHBIX HEOQPUTOB!"

ST HeOXUAaHHBIE CJI0BA pPa3pa3uiInCh CJIOBHO I'POM Cpefu siCHOro Heba, 3aCTaBiIsAs TPemaTh AyIIN
YCITBIIIABIIMX TaKyI0 OTPOMHYIO CTaBKY.

"K-Kto T---?!"

"O-OpuH TpunnuoH? C TaKOU CyMMOU MOXKHO KYIIUTh OOUH U3 Tpex Mupos Boros--- u Bce paBHO
OCTaHYyTCA JIUIIHUE AeHbru!”

"KTo, KpoMe MMnepaTopckoit CeMby TSIHb UMEET B CeMbe N04Yb, CIIOCOOHYIO IIOTPATUTh TAKyI0 CYMMY
papu KapTusbl, CO30aHHON YUCTO pafu YOOBOJIbCTBUASA?!"

Ha kpacuBoM mnutle 113t0TsiHb Cl0aHHY MTOSIBUIICS CBUPEIIHIM B3TJISM, @ BHYTPU HEé 3abyIieBanu
sMoruu. "Kro?!" BEIKpUKHYIa OHa U IIOBEPHYJIA T'OJI0BY B OIlpeieJIeHHOM HallpaBlIeHUH.

Tam Oblyia MasleHbKas GUrypa IiaBaolnas B BO3AyXe, CO CIefjaMy 3aleKIIencss KpOBY UOYIIEN U3
HOCA, U [IeByIlIKa K KOCTIOMe TOPHUYHOU psagoM ¢ Heu. "T-TrL..." YBupes nuno ¢urypsl, LI310TSHL
CroaHHY MTHOBEHHO 3aCThIfa.

JIrogu Hayanu CMOTPETH B TOM K€ HallpaBJIeHUH--- U 3aCTHIIM TOYHO TakXkKe Kak u L[30Tsaup CroaHHy.
"9-370..."
"0O-oxeperts..."

"Osna.. Ona cosepiieHHa. Kto, kpoMe Ero BenndecTBa, MOXKeT UMETh TaKO€E IIPEKpacHOe
coBepiuenHoe nuo? Kto oHa? [loueMy s HUKOTa paHblle 0 Hel He cibiman?!”

"Kak B00O111e MOKHO OBITH HACTOJILKO ITPEeKpacHom?!"

MyXK4YUHBI YBUOEB JTUII0 TAHHCTBEHHOM [EBYIIKN Haya/ly IIyCKATh CITIOHU. E€ 110 ObII0 HACTOIBKO
IIPEeKPACHBIM, YTO €r0 ITOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO OblsIo onucaTh. OT eé rias, no moxboponka, Bce OBII0
uneanvHO! Bce.. Bce.. KpoMe e€ MalleHbKOX (PUTYPHI ¥ IOAPOCTKOBLIX YepT uia!

"T-Te1 K...?" [Jaxe XyaHnpb Wiy IpUIIOCE IIPOTJIOTUTE CIIIOHY, IIPEXAe YeM 3arOBOPHUTE.

"KTo0 51 He BaxXHO. 91 cTaBmo onuH TpuuinoH Hebecurix Hedputos. Ecniu HeT 6oee BLICOKOM CTaBKH,



TO KapTHuHAa Mos." OTBeTHIa oHa. E€ Tooc Ka3asncs CIagKUM U YCIIOKaWBalOUIMM, OH He 3Bydall 10
MEeTCKY, KaK MOXKHO ObIJI0 ObI TPEAMONIOKUTh U3-3a UepT €€ Juila. TONbKO 13-3a OHOTO 3TOT0
IPeNJIOKEHUsI, ¥ MyKYHUH IOSIBUIOCH XKeJlaHne 6eCKOHEYHO CIIyIIaTh eé rojoc!

"9-TO TO, YTO YYBCTBYIO KEHIIWHEI, YBUEBIINE BepBrie nmuio E€ BricouecTa?"
"9TOT ayKIMOH MHE O0bIlle He KaXKeTCS TIYIbIM U 0€3YMHBIM..."

XyaHb U1y, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJ BCE CBOE€ BHUMaHHUE Ha NI TAUHCTBEHHOM MEeBYIIKY U TOYTH 3a0bIT
00 aykiuoHe., Kak 6yaTo ObI OH M30 BCEX CHJI CTAPAJICS 3alevyaTtiieTs eé B CBoew myie!

"Ecnu mocMeeIh HapuCcoBaTh MeHs, TO g yObi0 Te0s."

"9?" Xyanp Uiy o4HyCs, IOYYBCTBOBAB YKOJIBI HEBUAUMEIX Medel. O3afjauyeHHbIN 9TUM, OH
MCII0/Ih30Bas cBoe boxecTBeHHOe UyBCTBO U yBUIEN CTPAIIHOE aBleHKe OKPyXKalollee ero--- 0HO
VICXOIUJIO OT 9TOM TaMHCTBEHHOU OeBymKU. OH 3aApoKaJ, UCIYTaBIIUCh JaBleHus. 'JTa IeByIIKa
6e3ymHO cunbHa! Ha KakoM OHa ypoBHE KynbTUBaIuu?!'

"fd-4 monsn, FOuas Jlemu...." OH MTHOBEHHO OTKa3aJICsl OT UJIeW HapuCOBaTh €€ U MIPOAATh KapTUHY
MyXK4rHaMm!

"OTIHYHO, TOTHA BePHEMCS K TBOEMY ayKIIHOHY. f mpeioxKuia OOUH TPUlauoH HeGeCHbIX
Hedputos. Eciu HUKTO HE MOXKET IIOCTaBUTh OOJIbINE, TOTa 5 3a0upalo 3To---” TauHCTBeHHAs
[eBYIIKa MTHOBEHHO MCYe3jIa CO CBOEro MecCTa U MOSIBUJIaCh PSIAOM C KApTUHOMU.

'Cnummkom 6uicTpo!' [Taxke L3ioTssHb CiloaHHY, Ha3BaHHas boruHel BolHb, HEe CMOTJIa YETKO YBUOETD
eé nBuXeHus!

"M-WTakK.. MOXKET KTO-TO CHenaTh 60Jiee BEICOKYIO CTaBKy uyeM y 3Tou FOuo# Jlenu...?" Cripocun XyaHb
Wy y omenoMneHHON TONIIHL.

"¢ mymaro 4TO ayK---"

HeoxupaHHO, Y IIaxX KaXI0T0 Pa3falics TEMJIbIA 3HAaKOMBIH I'0JI0C, pacciabiss U UCLEeNss uX OT
npensigyiiero yousnenus. "[IBa Tpumnuona HebecHbix Hedputos." [IpousHec ronoc.

Hell purype. Ita ¢urypa Onina omeTa B 6eJ10e IaThe, C Byalbio 3aKPHIBAIOIIEN €€ JTUIIO.
”T'TBI'--"

"Manenbkas Cy Llu, TBoel oTell B Kypce 4YTO Thl TYT pa30packiBaelibCs JeHbraMu, CJIOBHO TPSI3bi0?"
Cxkasasa XeHIIMHa B 0eJI0M IIaThe.

"Ee 3o0ByT Cy Lu? Cy? [Tomoxpgure... 3-3-3-0710 ke CeMbs Cy, CeMbs1, 3aHUMaIOMas BTOPOE MECTO B
9TA CEMb4 Cy?!"
"Uro?! Pa3Be y HUX eCTb foub?! fd HUKOTHA He Ciblan 00 aTom!"

"Tw1 mypak?! [laxe 51 He MO3BOJIUI OBl HUKOMY Y3HaTh, €CNid Obl Y MeHs Oblla [0Yb, JIUIIh Ha OOHY
LEeCATYI0 YaCTh TaKas Xke InpekpacHasa Kak u FOHasg Jlegu Cy Lu!"

TaunctBenHas pmeBymka, Cy Ly, 3akycuna ry6y u ckasana: "2 Tpunnuona 500 MunnuoHos!"



"Oii, o¥, TH YBEepeHa 4YTO THl MOXKEIIlb IOTPATUTh CTOIBKO fJeHer? Tpu TpumnuoHa." Ckasana
JKEeHIIVHA.

"HU-U k1o XKe oHa? KTO MOXKeT KOHKypupoBaTh ¢ CeMbe Cy?"
"MHe KaXeTCs, UM e€ ToJIoC 3By4YUT 04eHb 3HaKOMOM?"
"9? U tebe ToXKE?"

"W mHe! 4 OMHIO YTO 51 yKe THe-TO CHIBIIIaI 3TOT T0JI0C, HO KaK OBl S He cTaparsics, S He MOTY
BCIIOMHUTbD I'lie Xe s ero cibimal..."

Cy LIz He mpemarasa 6ojiee BLICOKYIO CTaBKY. BMeCTO 3TOro oHa BHUMAaTEIbHO IIOCMOTpPENa Ha
JKEeHIIMHY Ilepeq Hell.

CHYCTH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH][ OHa B3[J0XHYJIa U CIEenyIIne €€ MerCTBUS YEePTOBCKHU IMIOKKWPOBAJIN BCEX.

"Cy Llu, crapmas moub Cembu Cy, IpUBETCTBYET €€ BenuuecTtBo, UMneparpuily ®su JIu." Ckasana
OHA U HU3KO IIOKJIOHUJIACE.

*Yrx*

*3abIxatommyecs 3Byku* {IIpum. mepes. s BOT X3 KaK UX 03BYYHUTE. }

Hyura Xyaus Wy, 4yTh He TOKKHYJIA TeJl0, HaBCerAa I0TepsB BO3MOKHOCTh PeVHKAapHALIUY.

XKeHrHa, KoTopou noknonunack Cy Ly, cHsANa CBOIO Byaslb, IIOKa3biBasi CBOE JIUI0 YAUBIEHHON
TOJIIIE.

B MOMeHT CHATHUS Bya/ld, MUP CJIerka 3agpozKaJjl n3-3a JItoeil Mafaloiux Ha 3eMIII0 ¥ HU3KO
KJIQHAIOIIUXCS €.

"MbI C OTPOMHLBIM YBAXKEHUWEM, ITPUBETCTBYEM EE BEJIMYECTBO UMIIEPATPULIY!!"
BEIKpUKHYII KaXXOHIY YeJI0BeK B TOJIIE.

®sH JIu KuBHYyIa, IPpUHUMAs UX IPUBETCTBUE U CKa3asa.: "BcraHbTe. { 30ech B KayeCTBe I'OCTS a He
Wmnepatpuriel.” OHa IOBEPHYJACh U MOCMOTpesia Ha XyaHb U1y, KOTOPHIY BHITISIEN TakK, CJIOBHO
IIOJIy4YUJI CepOeYHBIN IPUCTYIL.

"B-Barme BenuuecTBo, 3-3T0..." OH He 3HaJ C ¥Yero HadaTs! YTo 0H BOOOIIEe NOIXKEH CKa3aTh ei?
'3BunHuTE Bale BenuuecTBo, 3a TO UTO s IIPOAal0 KapTUHY C BAlllUM IIOIYTOJIBIM ChIHOM?!?!'

OHa, 6ynTo OBl TPOYKTAB €T0 MBICIH, CKa3asa: "Th He 00s3aH HAYero 00bACHATEL. Ecniu OB y MeHs
OBLTH XOTh KaKHe-TO MMPEeTEeH3UH, TO 3TOTO ayKIKOoHa BooObIre He 05110 661, HO 5T JoTKHa MPU3HATE,
YTO KapTHHA ropa3mo 60bile pa3MepoB YeM s cebe MpencTaBisiia... Thl TaTaHTIUBHIM YeIoBeK..."

"Ila! Bame BenmuyecTtBo, criacu6o 3a Bamu cioBa!" Xyanb Uiy HU3KO MOKJIOHUIICS.



"Teneps 0 KapTHHE..."

XyaHb My MTHOBEHHO MOAHSJICS U cKa3an: "[la! 1 oueHb COMHEBAIOCh, UYTO KTO-TO €II[€ ChellaeT
cTaBky, Buile yeM v E€ BenuuectBa. [ToaTomy E€ BenngectBo nmobenumna! Y B 6marogapHoCTh 3a
Teribie ciioBa E€ BenmuuecTBa, s xoTen Ob mepenath Ee BenuuecTBy 3Ty KapTUHY KaK IMOOApoK!"

®sH JIu mokayasna rogoBou. " He MOTy IpUHATH 3TO. Kak g yX&Ke cKa3ana, S TYyT T'OCTh, a He
VimmepaTtpuiia. Kpome Toro, TH pasBe He TOBOPHUI YTO Tebe 'abCoIIOTHO He BaXKeH CTaTyC
y4aCTHUKOB'?"

“«

....” XayHnp W1y B ouepegHON pa3 YOUBUIICS U IIOTEPSII Jap PeYHU OT €€ CJIOB. XOTh OH U 3asiBUII B
HayaJie TOPTOB UTO eMy He BaXKeH CTaTyC y4aCTHUKOB, KaK OH OCMENIUTCS IIpofaTh MaTtepu KapTUHY
€€ XKe ChiHA, HalMCaHHYI0 TaKUM U3BPaIleHHbIM CII0COO0M--- K TOMY K€ 3TO ChiH VIMIepaTpuirs?

Ho He BaxXHO 4YTO OH JyMaeT M KakK CYUTaeT, OH He MOXKEeT ociylaTtscsa MMneparpuiel! "[a, aTOT
MJIa[IAY CMHPEHHO IPUHUMAET IIJIaTy 3a KapTUuHy---"

"Crom!"
BHe3amHo pasmacs pes, 0T KOTOporo Mup CHOBa 3aTPSICCS.

"9ToT rosnoc.... Heso3amoxkHo!" ®3H JIu He oBepuia CBOUM yIIaM, ¥ IIOCMOTpeJia Ha BEIKPUKHYBIIETO
3TO YeJIOBeKa.

"f CTABJIIO YETBIPE TPUJIJIMOHA HEBECHBIX HEO@PHUTOB!"

"YTO?!” Hu ogHa mylna He ITocMejia IOBEPUTh UTO KTO-TO OCMEJNIUTCA CAeJlaTh TaKyk CTaBKy. OH He
TOJIKO TPOMKO KpHy4aJjl, HO U OCMeNUJICS epebuTth cTaBKy MMmepaTpulibl! V HEro 4To, maps u3

"O-OxepeTs..."
"9-9-3T0..."
"H-Her.. Kakoro xepa oH 3gecp?!"

"TEHEPAJI C4H, TEHEPAJT ET'O BEJIMYECTBA HEBECHOT'O UMITEPATOPA?!?!” 3akpu4anu
JIIONM, KOTMla yBUMEIIH NofieTaomero 50 IeTHero MyXX4uHy C pa3BUBAIOIIUMU OeJIEIMHU BOJIOCAMH.

"T-I'enepan CsH, B 4eM CMEBICIT Bcero 3Toro?" ®sx JIu cTapasnack CIIOKOMHO TOBOPUTH, HO OBIIO
OYEBUIHO, UTO OHA MOTPSICEHA 3TUM [0 T'TyOHMHBI AYIIIH.

l'enepan CaH He cpa3y OTBETHUJI Ha €€ BOIIPOC, BHayYasle OH HU3KO0 IOKJIOHUIICS U CKa3aj: "JTOT Ciyra
npuBeTCTBYeT ee BenudectBo Mmnepatpuny! Takxke 3TOT MIAfIINY IPOCUT IPOLIEHUS 3a T'PeXU
KOTOpBIE 3TOT COBEpPIIaeT, HO [0 IIPSIMOMY TIpuka3y ero BenuuectBa, HebGecHoro MMmepaTtopa, 3TOT
[OJI2KEeH BBIUTPaATh ayKLKUOH U IIOCJIe 3TOr0 CXkeyb KapTuHy!"

Bce omHOBpEeMeHHO BHIKPUKHYIHU. [IIOK MONTyYeHHBIA UMU [0 9TOTO MOMEHTa MOT yXKe [IeCATKU pa3
yo6uTh m060ro CMepPTHOTO, ¥ Temephb MPHUIIeST OUepPeqHOM 10K, KOTOPHIY OB CUIIbHEE YeM BCe
OCTaJibHble BMECTe B3SThIE!
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