"O1nuyHo, MEL Ha MecTe." CIIOKOMHBIM T'0JI0COM IIpou3Hec TaHb Y.

"A? Yto?" Jlao Baii 6b11 cunbHO cMyIieH. Bce uTo coenan Momopoit Mactep Ly 3T0 B35 €T0 Ha
PYKH, IOTOM OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKUY BETEPOK, U TENephb OH TOBOpUT "MEI Ha MecTe"?

Jlao Baii mopHs royoBy U ocToj0eHe . OH He MOT IIOBEPUTH B TO, YUTO OH YBUAE.

9T0 ObIIM 25-TH METPOBBIE T'PAHIMO3HEIE BOPOTA C TPaBlOpaMu IpaKOHa cjieBa U ¢peHuKca cupara. U
TpeMs BIaCTHRIMU CJI0BaMu Hap HUMM "CsaHb YsHIIK"

Psmom ¢ BOPOTaMu CTOAJIX JIIOOH, XKOYIIIEe CBOEM oyepenu Ha BXO[.

"Csaup Yanmm? Mul yke Ha MecTe? OH mpocTo nepeMecTuscs Ha 10 MUIIMOHOB MUJIb B MTHOBEHbE
oka? Kak? { gyman aTo 3aMeT Mecsl uiu Asa..." JIao baii T04yBCTBOBaJ, YTO HUKOTIA HE ITOUMET
Monogoro Mactepa ly.

"Tlouemy y Tebst Bcerfia TaKoe BhIpaxkKeHUe JuIla, Koraa s 4To-To Aejaio? CtpaHHwed." Tsaub U cuutan,
YTO BCE YTO OH AejlaeT ObII0 HOpMaIbHBEIM, I03TOMY OH U He IOHUMaJ 4yBcTB Jlao Baii.

...." JIao bau motepsan map peuu. "A CtpauHb#? TH IPOCTO Aalek OT 3TPAaBOTO CMBICIA 3TOro Mupa!"
"TloMimeM CTaHOBUTLCS B OUepeqs, IIoKa OHa He mpubaBuiack” TsaHb U molesn K KOHIY 04epeqy.

"A? M=l cobupaeMcs CTOSATh B ouepenu?" Jloa Bait cHoBa 1mokupoBaH. Pazse Monomoit Macrtep Iy He
cynep BUII? [ToyueMy OH OOJIZKEH CTOSTh B OUYePedy CO CBOOOMHBIMU KYyJIbTHBATOPAMHU U
HHA3KOCOPTHHIMU CEMbSIMU?

Tsaup Y xMypo B3TIAHYN Ha Hero: "KoHeyHo Mbl OyzieM CTOATH B 04epeny, Kak MHaye MbI [T0TIafieM
BHYTPB? ITOT 3HAK T'OBOPHUT 4TO JIeTaTh 3anpeleHo." Taap Y yKa3an pykoi Ha 3HaK PAAOM C
BOPOTaMH.

Taub U BeIrTIgmen Tak, 6yaTo 4To-To moHs. "Ax! He roBopu MHe, YTO THI XOUelllb YTOOBI MBI 000N
ux Bcex? He OBIBATh 3TOMY, MBI IOJI?KHBI KO BCEM OTHOCHUTCS CIIpaBEeI/IMBO, Haxe eClIi OHU
cMmepTHHe." OH ceiH HebecHoro MimmepaTtopa, ero yuunu ObITh CIIPaBeIIUBEIM KO BCeM, OyOb TO
CJIyTY UJI CMEPTHEIE.

...." Jlao Bai 3axoren gath cebe noufeunny. "Thl 3aKOHOIIOCNTYIIHbIM TpaxkaaHun?! Uinu oHl MOTyT
OCTaHOBHUTB Te0S CBOMM KYyNbTUBHUPOBaHMEM? Ha caMoM fiefie ecii OHM Y3HAIOT, YTO KTO-TO C TBOUM
KyJbTUBUPOBAHUEM CTOUT C HUMU B OUepenu Il OOBIYHBIX JIIOfiel, OHM YObIOT ce0sl B KaueCTBe
M3BUHEHUS YTO He 3aMeTuiu Tebs!"

KoHeuHO HUKTO He 3HaeT, YTO OHU 30/10Thle beccMepTHEIE, U MOTYT 000MTH oYepesb U IONYIUTh
0co0nIH yxof. 30710TOM BeccMepTHEIN 3TO TUTYI AJIST KYyJIbTHBATOPOB B 30710ToM beccmepTtHOU Chepe,
O[IHOM U3 3TanoB B beccMepTHOM Mupe.

Xots 3T0T Mup u Ha3eiBaeTcsd beccMepTHEIM MUpOM, ¥ He UCIEITHBAET HEIOCTaTKa B becCMepTHEIX,
HO KakK IIpaBUIIo, Bce OHM HUXKe 3010Tou beccmeptHO Cdeprl. BOMBIMHCTBO U3 HUX B BpOH30BOM U
Cepebpsanoit beccmeptrbix Chepax. A Te KTo B [IpeBHel beccMmepTHoi Chepe, KOTOpas BhILIE
3onotou beccmepTHOU Cdheprl 1 Ha ke beccMmepTHOU Ceprl, 3T0 B OCHOBHOM IIPEOKH
BBICOKOTIOCTaB/IeHHBIX CeKT U ceMell. OHU 0OBIYHO He MOSIBIIAIOTCS, €CJIU CEMbS HE CTAJIKUBAETCS CO
CMePTEeNbHEIM KPU3UCOM.
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Tsaup Y Teneps CTOSI B 04epenu, IpsIMO 3a CEMENCTBOM U3 TPeX 4eJIOBeK.

Bce Tpoe Oblu KeHIIMHaMU. Bombllle Bcex BhIENANach ABaAaTAIETHSS OeBYyIIKa. Y He€E ObIII0
CHUMITaTUYHOE JIUIO0, OINHHEIE YePHbIE BOJIOCH, CTPOMHOE TeJo U OoJblias rpyab. HeKoToprie Moau B
odyepeny TakoM J1000BaIUCE €.

Bropo#i nemu 6110 0K0J10 40 71T, ¥ HE€ GBUI0 3TOPOBOE TEJIO ¥ He ObIJI0 MOPIIUH Ha JIUIIE.

ITocnenusst, HO He MeHee BaXKHasl, CUMIIATHYHAS MeBouKa 0Koy10 10 mmeT. V Heé ObUIH IBe KOCHUUKH,
KOTOpBIE 3aBUBAJIUCH B IBA YePHHIX OyO/IKMKa Ha rojioBe (CM. KAPTUHKY) U IMPEJIECTHLIE MIEYKH, 3a
KOTOPHIE TaK ¥ XOTEJIOCh YUTUIIHYTh ¥ OOJIbIINe YepHbIe Ti1a3a.

"Mam, Kak JoJiro HaM emé xkpath?" Cpocuna MajieHbKas feBo4yka 40-eTHIOW faMy, KoTopas Oblia
€€ MaMoH.

"JIu'ep, 3TO 3aiimMeT napy mHei. Habepuck Tepnenus." OTBeTHIa MaTh.

"Utoo00? [Tapy gHei? 310 caumkoM ponro!" [leBouKa cCMOTpesia Ha MaMy CBOMMMU OOJIbIINMHU
TJIa3aMH ¥ JXXaj0Balach.

"MuHb JIu, 3TO BCETO JIUIIL HECKONIBKO IHEH, ToTepnu. HUKTO He TI0OOUT HETIOCTYIIHIX AeTed. Ecnu
OymeTe Kanpu3HWYaTh, BH HE IOHPABUTECh HU OJHOMY Ma/IbuMKy, ¥ HaBCeryaa OCTaHeTeCh OJHU."
CuMnaTtuyHas OeByllKa Opa3Huiia AeBOYKY, KOTOPYI 3Banu MuHsb JIu.

"Crapiiast cecTpa, THl yKe HaCTOJIbKO CTapa, YTO HEeCKOJIbKO JHEeM HU4Yero He 3Ha4arT A7 Tebs, HO g
npyras! f Bcé elre Mosona, ¥ Oy MeHsI HECKOIbKO JHel 3Ha4yaT MHoroe!" Cka3ana Muss JIu ¢
0eCIIOMOIITHEIM B3TJISIIOM, IIONHUMAasE PYKH BBepX, OYOTO mepKaja Tapesky.

OT OKpYyKaloIIKX UX JII0Je# MOKHO OBIJIO YCHIBIIATh XUXUKaHbe, U TSHb M1 HUYeM OT HUX He
ornuyancs. CecTpa OKpacHesNa, ¥ YIIAIHYB €€ 3a IeKX CKalaa: "Thel MajleHbKas 3acpaHKa, KOTO
THI Ha3BaJjla ctapor?! MHe ucnonHuTcS T07abKO0 20 51eT B aTOM roay!!"

"A#, ot yx!" Munsb JIu 3acTtoHasna ot 6o0u. M co cre3smuMucs ria3aMu II0Tepia CBOM KpacHbIe
IIIeKH.

"Xm@, Teneps g 6ymy Te0st UTHOPUPOBATh!" 3asiBKJIa CECTPA ¥ OTBEPHYJIACH.

"Vrx, s 6osbIlle He pa3roBapuBalo co cTapiuel cectpoi!" Brimanuna Musb JIu ¥ TOBEPHYJIACh JIUIIOM
K TsHb Y, KOTOPEBIM XUXHUKAI B STOT MOMEHT.

*000x*
Ona axHyna Korpa yBupesna Tsauab Y u MuHuaTIOpHOrO Jlao bau.

Ho oHa He OblyTa yOuBI€HA MaJIeHBKUM GEJIBIM TUTPOM, ITOCKOJIbKY IPUPYYEHHEIE 3BEPH YaCTO
siBJIeHre. BMecTo 3Toro, oHa Oblyla MOTPsICeHA I0HOIIEeH eper Hew.

Ona cimyyanHO cKa3ana "Takou Kpacuseiii!". OHa HUKOT[a B XKM3HU HE BHUEIa TAKOTO0 KPaCUBOT0
napHsa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OHa U3 HU3KOCOPTHOU CEMbH M3 MaJIeHBKOT0 TOPOMa, OHA BUAEJIa MHOTO
CHMITAaTUYHBIX MYXKUMH, ITpefiaralmx 6pak eé cectpe. OHa maxe BuAesa KAPTUHB CAMBIX
KpacCHBHIX MyK4MH B beccmepTHOoM Mupe. Ho 3TOT mapeHb 3acTaBUT TaK Ha3bIBaeMBIX KpacaBIlEB
yMepeTh OT 3aBUCTH! XOTh OHa U Oblia emle pefeHKOM, HO OHa IT0YYBCTBOBaJia KakK M3-3a 9TOT0 MapHs



€€ ceppte 3a6uoch OLICTPEE.

"Xm?" Tsaab U nepectan xuxukaTb. OH IIOCMOTPEN Ha 3Ty 3a0aBHYI0 MaJIeHbKYIO IEBOUKY 30BYIIeHCs
Munsb JIu u yneIOHYICS.

Munsb JIu TOKpacHesa, YBULEB 9Ty OCJIEIUTENbHYIO YILIOKY.

Tsub U Ob11 CUIBHO YOUBIIEH, YTO KTO-TO TaK OBICTPO YBUAEN ero HacTosee nuio. OH U3MEHUI CBOE
JIUII0 Ha camoe OOBIYHOE, KOTOPOe MOXKHO YBUIETh MTOBCIONY Ha yiuiax. Ho ecnu y 4enoBeka yucTast
myira, 6e3 MajeiIero 3ja B Cepille ¥ pa3yMe, OH MOT OBl YBUIETh €r0 HACTOsIIee JIUIIO.

Ho B aTOM Mupe, rie MOXXeT BOZHUKHYTh PE3HS IPSIMO B pecTOpaHe, ¥ MHOTO KPOBaBHIX ISATEH Ha
TPOTyapax, UMETh YUCTYIO AYLIy TOpa3fo CI0XKHee 4eM IOOHATHCS Ha Hebeca.

XoTs feTy UMEIOT YHUCTYIO AYIIY, IIOTOMY YTO OHM HEBUHHHI. [IpaBga 3aKIi04aeTcs B TOM, YTO KaK
TOJILKO OHH MOTYT AYMaTh CAMOCTOSITe/IbHO, Y HUX Bcerga OyHeT OfiHa, [Be IJI0OXUX MBICIIH, MaXke eCIx
OHM He 371ble. EC/TM HeT, TO OHM ITPOCTO CKPHITH I'TyOOKO B UX CEpAIIe.

"C nmoBefeHueM 3TOro pebeHKa. I COMHEBAOCh YTO Y Heé HeT IJIOXUX MBICTIeH... Tak y Heé
yHuKanpHas gyma?" Taas K ucnonb3oBan Muctuyeckyio TeXHUKY YTOOHR IOCMOTPETh Ha Ayury MuHb
JIu. "A? Huyero oco6eHHOT0? ITOT pebeHOK HAaCTOJIbKO HEBUHEH, HECMOTPS Ha e€ IMoBegeHune?
HuTepecuo!" Tsaub U 3aynribancs elne mupe, 9YTo 3acTaBuio Munb JIu, KoTopas CMOTpesia He Hero
eté 0oJIbIlle TOKPACHETh U OIYCTUTH T'Jla3a.

"Kpacusniii?" Cectpa MuHb JIu, 4TO UTHOPUPOBasa e€, 00epHyIach Ha e€ BO3rac.

OHa B3TJIsIHY/IA Ha OOBIYHOTO MMapHS 033y He€, OHA CMYTHUIIach ¥ TOCMOTpesa MuMo Tsub Y, Ha
mofel 3a HUM. Ho Tam He OBII0 KpacaBIeB, UTO CMYTHIIO €€ elle Oobiie.

"MuHb JIu nepecTaHb BHIKPUKHMBATE IIyIOCTH! 3aMOJTYX U IlepecTaHb 6eCIIOKOUThL OKpYyzKatomux!"
CecTpa noBepHyJiach 00paTHO U IIPOAOJIKIIIA €€ UTHOPHUPOBATS.

"A?" Musns JIlu mocMOTpeJia Ha CeCcTpy CO CTPaHHLIM BEIpaXkeHueM U nnogyMasa: "Crapiuas cecTpa, 0X
CTapIias cecTpa, THl TaK COCTapuiach 4To yxKe ocnemnia? Eciu 0H He IpeKpaceH, TO KTO B 9TOM MUpe
kpacuB? Kakas xKanocTs, 66110 OBl HEIIJIOXO UMETh TAKOTO 34TS Kak OH..." OHa OrjgHyach Ha
KpacasBlla ¥ B3[OXHYJIA.

HeBep05{THO KpaCI/IB! HperaCHBIe YepHBIE BOJIOCH, HUCITaJAaOIIKe 10 CIIMHE, KOXKa I'NIagKad KakK
He(pr/IT, HnaeajJibHO€ OBAJIbHOE JIUIO U IIPAMEBI€ 3d0CTPEHHEBIE 6pOBI/I. Ho camoe 3aBOpaxXuBawIIee, 3To
€ro CusmolIre 30JI0ThIE I''Ia3a, KakK 6YJ1T0 B HUX HAaXOOUTCs BCA BCEJIEHHA.

MuHb JIu HCIoIb30Baia BCIO CBOIO XPaOpoCTh, B €€ KPOIIEYHOM Tejle, YTOOB! CIIPOCHTh: "CTapuIui
Bpart, kak Te0st 30ByT?"

"TIpsmo ceiiuac? Mens 30ByT CyH Lly" Taup U yneiOHYICS MeNTeHbKOM NEBOUKE.

MuHb JIu Obllla YMHOM OE@BOYKOM, U MTOHSIB O YeM OH, cripocuna: "IIpsiMo ceitvac? A Kakoe OymeT
morom?"

"Ecnu cynp0a cBefeT Hac CHOBA, TOTHA U y3Haelns" TsHb M mpomonxkan ynebaThCs.
"Korma ato 6ymeT?" ymopcTBoBana MuHb JIu.

"¢l He 3Ha10. MoXkeT OBITH 3aBTPA, MOXKET OBITh B CJIEAYIOIIEM IOy, MOXKET OBITh Yepe3 THICSIUY JIeT.



TonbKo BpeMs 3HaeT 0TBeT. Ho ceriuac Thl MoXKellb Ha3kiBaTh MeHs CyH Ily." Ckazan Taub U.
"Xoporno, ctapuuii 6pat ly" Munb JIu pagocTHO yIHIOHYIACS.

"O#, crapimmui 6pat Iy, oTkyna Tei?" Cripocuna MuHs Jiu

"Cekpert!" npa3uun eé Tsaub U.

"Tlognerit! Torma uto crapinuii 6pat Iy memaeTt B 9ToM ropope? Mama cKa3asa, YTO MBI TYT OJIST TOTO
yTOORI TOCMOTPETH KaK cTapIuii OpaT nmoguuMaeTcs mo HebecHou JlectHuile. Tol 30eCh ToXKe IS
aToro?"

"HebecHast JIectHura? Yro ato?" Tsaab Y 3amHTEpECcOBaICS TaKUM BJIaCTHHIM Ha3BaHUEM.

"¢l He 3HAI0, HO CTapIlas CeCTpa rOBOPUIIa YTO-TO O BOCXOXKIEHUHU TI0 JIECTHUIIE YXOmsiei B He6o."
Munsb JIu yKa3asa Ha He0o.

"XMM.. 3ByuuT uHTEpPEcHO..." Tsub U emré cunbHee 3anHTEpecoBancs. B HebecHoMm BoxecTBeHHOM
Mupe He OBIII0 HUYETO ONo0HOT0. BMecTo He€ oH B30upasiCcs Ha ApaKoHa, KOTOPRIHM ITPOCTUPAJICS
HaJl o0JaKaMH.

"O#, crapimmi 6pat Ily. A 4To 3TO0 3a KomKka? OHa Takas 6onblliasi U KpacuBas, MOXKHO €€
nornaguth?" Tenepsb oHa npuBkikia K TaHb U 1 HakoHel 3aMeTusia Jlao bau.

"Komka?! [Tormaguts?!" Bocknukuyn Jlao Baii. OH, 3onoToi beccMepTHEIN, paccMaTpuBaics Kak
KOIIIKA CMEPTHBEIM PeOEHKOM.

"Ou! Jta Komka pasroBapuBaet! Kpyto!" Yousunacek Muss JIu u npubnusunacsk K Jlao baii.

"Ou! Muns Jlu! [lepectanb ero 6€CIIOKOUTD, UTO T OyAeEIIh fiefiaTh eciid oH Tebs ykycut?!" CecTpa
He MorJia 00JIbIlle €€ UTHOPUPOBATS.

"He 6otics. On He ykycut." Ckazan Tsaub U rnaps Jlao Bait. "Bupuimb?"

Jlao Bau 3amep, korga Monogou Mactep Iy rimagun ero. "Moii TocrioguH, OH MeHd riagut! YTo 910
3a TexHuKa?!9To 6e3ymHo npusitHo!" OH 4yyBCTBOBAJ cebs Kak Ha Hebecax.

"O#, o#t! TTo3Bonb MHe TonIpo6oBaTh!" MuHb JIu mpoTsHya pyKy K Jlao Bait.

"...." JIao Bbaii mo4yBCTBOBaJ YTO €r0 rOPHAOCTH yIiajia Ha caMOe AHO, M3-3a TOT0 YTO OH CTal
IOMAIlIHUM IMUTOMIIEM [IJIs CMEPTHOT'0 pebeHKa.

"MoJI0mOH TOCIIONMH, I COXKAaJIEI0, UYTO MOS MaJleHbKas no4hb OecrokouT Bac" U3BuHMIACE MaTh MUHL
JIn.

"He mepexuBa¥uTe, s He POTUB." YiriOHYICS Tsaap U

[IpekpacHas geByllKa ITocMoTpena Ha Jlao baii 1 cka3amna: "9, 4TO 9TO 3a TUrp? f cibllana Kak OH
roBopu. f gymaina 4To Tonbko HebGecHble 3Bepu pa3roBapuBaioT, HO 5T He YYBCTBYIO0 HUKAKOMN
OYXOBHOW CHJIBEI B HEM."

"0, o ocobeHHBIN. OH y3Ke POOUICS CO CIIOCOOHOCTEIO TOBOPUTE." C yIBIOKOM Ha nuile conrain TsaHb
H.



"XO0TS1 9TO He MOE€ [iefio, HO y BaC eCTh INIeH3Us Ha pupy4YeHue 3Bepeit? Ecnu HET, TO BaM IPUAETCS
3allIaTUTh B IeCATh pa3 Oosbiae TpeOyeMoi CyMMEl YTOOH BOUTH B TOPOA. 1 BCETO JUILb
CIpaluBalo, IOTOMY YTO BHI BRITJISAUTE TaK, Kak OyaTo HUKOTra He ObIBaly 37eCh paHblle. Eciu s
otru6I1ack, TO MPOIY MPOCTUTh MeHs." C 3a00T/IMBHIM BhIpaXkeHHEM JIUIlAa CKa3ajla MaTh MuHb JIu.

"Ox.. ¥ Hux ectb 4T0-TO oK06HOE? BhI IpaBhl, 51 MepBhI pa3 3meck. Criacubo 3a Bamty 3a6oTy, s Oymy
noixeH Bawm ycnyry."

Xotsa y Taup U ecTb MHOTO COKPOBHUIL, IeHET Y Hero ObUI0 Majo, motoMy 4To B HeGecHoM
BoxecTBeHHOM Mupe TOIBKO CMEPTHEIE HCIIOIb30BaIl NeHbI'U. BCe KyIbTUBATOPE KCIIOIb30BaIN
COKPOBHUIIA U IPArOlleHHOCTU BMECTO ieHer. TakxXKe OH PellInsl IPOofaTh B TOPOJe KOe-4To U3
COKPOBHIII, YTO BIIOCJIECTBUM BBI30BET BONIHEeHUs B Mupe beccMepTHBIX.

"He 6ecmokorica 00 ycnyTe, 3To UL HEOOJBIIOE eJi0, BOT U BCE. KpoMe Toro MeHs 30ByT MuHb
LIro0, 5T0 MO4 CcTapilad 0oYyb MuHb JIsSHE 1 BBl BO3MOXKHO, YK€ 3HaeTe MO MIIaflIyio 0o4Yb Mussb JIu.
YV meHs Takxke ecTh chbiH [Ilan Xa#, KOTOPHIH yKe B ropone." Mutb 110 ¢ yneIOKOM ITpefcTaBuiia BCIO
CBOIO CEMEIO.

"TIpusBeTcTBy10, CeMbst Munb. Bel MoxkeTe 3BaTh MeHs CyH Illy. YTo KacaeTcs yCiayTH, g OTIIayvy.
Ecnu KT0-TO 3a60THTCST 000 MHE, 1 3a004YyCh 0 HUX B IeCcsITh pa3 Gonbie. He meITaiiTeCh 0TKA3aThCs
ot storo!" Cepre3Ho cka3an TsaHb U.

"Hy xoporro, Torna s 6yny XKpmaTh TBOeW MajieHbKoi ycnyru" Musnb Lo 3acMesinack. OHa He 3Hala,
YTO 3TO "MaseHbKas" yciyra oT ckiHa HebGecHoro MiMmepaTopa IOTHOCTEIO U3MEHUT KHU3Hb €€ CEMbH.

"Xopomo! Utak, Jlao Baii, cvemrs 9Ty TabneTKy 1 mpeBpaTuch B yentoBeka." TsaHb U B35 TaONeTKy U
opocun eé Jlao Baro.

"0, roctiogu! YV Hero ects emme ogHa! Kakas pactouutenbHOCTh!" BOCKNIUKHYN Jlao ba u3-3a
HeCIIPaBeJIMBOCTH B OTHoLIeHUN MmnepaTopa I1uiiosb, KOTOPHIM AOJKEeH ObLT YAYYIIUTh 3Ty
TabNeTKy.

Jlao Baii He0OXOTHO €€ Chen U co 3ByKoM *[Iyyd* oH mpeBpaTuics B MyK4YMHY CpeIHEro Bo3pacTa,
POCTOM B IIIECTH PYTOB, C KOPOTKUMHU OE€JTBIMU BOJIOCAMHU ¥ YePHBIMHU 3JILIMHU TJIa3aMHU.
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