AXueoH, KOTOPBIY ITyTasl CBOMM JIeSTHBIM TOJI0COM, ITOJOABUHYJIICS eIlé 6ukKe ¥ BHOBb BIIUIICS B
T'yOBI IEBYILIKHY.

— Vrx... Bame BenuuecTBo.

Xeiizen OBLIa OLIETIOMIIEHA yKACAIOIUM HAIlOPOM, |, IIHITasiCh ©30eKaTh IOIeITyst, OHa MOTajla
T'OJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY.

— Yro, npumina B ce6s?

Ha ero nuiie BCE elne mepzKanach yXMBIJIKa, @ CUTYallUs CJIOBHO ITOBTOPSIJIA IIPOIIJIOE.
“Uro xe Tebe menaTh, Xeusen?”

— CIUIIKOM II03THO.

OH paccnabneno yneibuyncs. [IpuHIiecca HakOHeIT TOHSJIA, 9YTO HATBOPIJIA, KOTa yBUIesa
BEIpaJKEHHUE JIHIa MyKUKUHEL. Terneps yKe HUKTO HE CMOT €€ OBl CIIacTH.

VimmepaTop HUKOTTA He OB TEM, KTO OTIYCTHUT H0OBIYY, YTO IOIasa K HeMy B pyku. TeMm Gojee,
ecnu moObIYa IPHUIIIa caMa.

— Bame Benmuectso, Bate... Bai...

AXWIITIEOH OMYCTHJI TOJIOBY K Iee Xeisen. Ero ryOu 6e3 KoymebGaHuil MPOIOKUIM JOPOKKY, 3aTPOHYB
MOYKY yXa, IyJIbCUPYIOUIYIO BEHKY ¥ KITIOUHILY.

— He nnaus, - IIpOLieIITall OH, CJIIU3bIBAAd CJIE3HI, CTEKAIOIIHE 10 IeKaM OEBYIIKHU. - A He X004y
OCTaHaBJINBATBHCA.

— THI mOI2KHA MOJIHOCTBIO OTHATHCS MHE.
—d-4...

MyX4rHa yXBaTHUJ €€ 3a 0J00POMIOK, KOTa MIPUHIlecca MOIbITalach OTCTPAHUTHLCS, U 3aCTaBUI
IIOCMOTPETh Ha Hero.

— Yro0 XKe TH BUOesa, Xensen?

3aMeTHB KOJIKMH B3TJISA[, C KOTOPEIM AXUJIINIEOH 3aaBal TaKrhe MeTKHe BOIPOCH, Xel3enl IpeKpaTuiia
MIOIBITKY BBIPBATHCS.

— Yro, 4EPT BO3bMH, THl YBUfEJIA, Pa3 IPUIILJIa B TAKOM UCCTYIIJIEHUN?

HeXXHBIM ¥ CUACTIUBLIM T'OJIOCOM MYXK4MHA HallOMUHAI Xer3el 0 CIleHe, KOTopas pa3BepHyIach
Iepeq e€ ria3aMu B cafy HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Ha3af: Cusud u JIopeTT, morpykKEeHHLIE B CBOU
CcOOCTBEHHBINM MUP HACTOJIHKO, YTO UM OBIJIO IIJIeBaTh Ha €€ IIPUCYTCTBHUE.

— - 4...



brnenuble 1 XKECTKUe r'yOb Hadalld BO3BpPAIlaTh CBOM I[BET, KOTOA UMIIEPATOP MIPUKYCHUIT UX.
— Axunmneos.
MyX4rHa IIOCMOTpEI Ha Xel3esl Tak, CJIOBHO OH ObLJI HEMHOTO YOUBJIEH, U YIIBIOHYICS ell.

— Trl HUKOTIa He Ha3bIBaJla MEHS 10 UMEHHU, - OH OBIJI B 9KCTa3e, ¥ ero ropsiue riasa ObUi ToMy
OOKa3aTelIbCTBOM. - Kakoe HelmouTeHue.

Bompeku ToMy, YTO OH TOBOPHUJI, T'YOBl MyKYUHbI PACIIOJI3NIUCh B €Je 3aMEeTHOH yIEI0Ke.
HamomnHeHHBIEe clie3aMu T'Ta3a Xen3el CMOTPENU IIPSIMO Ha HETo.

— AXUiIeoH.
['yOrl ©MIIepaTopa APOrHY/ M, KOTHa OHa [T03Bajla ero ele pas.

— OOHMMMU MeHs, - IIpoIlenTaja Xel3e, 3aKMHYB PYKU eMy 3a 1e0. Cré3kl, CTeKallue 1o IeKaM,
nafiaiu Ha rpynb. - [loxanyicTa...

CTOMIIO TONTBKO 3aKPHITh I'J1a3a, KaK OHA IIPOOJKaia BCIIOMUHATH TO, Kak Cusud u JIopeTT cCTpacTHO
11eJT0BAJTUCh.

— Torpa s... He OyOy OyMaTh HU O YEM.
CunbHBIE PYKH B 9TO K€ MTHOBEeHMe 00XBaTUIIH e€.
*pBak!

qy}KHe namoHy 6e32Kal0CTHO pa30pBaau MOKpPOe€ IIJIaThke, a IIPHUHIIEeCCa, JieXKalllas I10 MMIIePaTOpPOM,
Ha4aJlla 3adbIXaTbCA.

Korma eé MOKpoe TeJio0 COMTPUKOCHYIIOCH C IBITAIONIMM TeJIOM MYKYUHEL, Xei3en B3aporuyia. Ctao
HEBBIHOCHMO ITPUSITHO, KOTHA TEILI0 BOPBAJIOCh B HEE C CyMacCIIe/IIeld CKOPOCThIO.

— AxumnneoH, AXUINIEOH...

Xeu3es I1aKana, U3BUBAsCh U3-3a KakKI0r0 nmouenysda My2KYKWHBI, OHA 3Bajla €ro 110 UMEeHU CHOBa U
CHOBa.

MyxXuuHa, C TAI[OM CHIILHOTO ¥ KPACHUBOT'O BIACTUTEIS MyKYKMHA, TeJI0 KOTOPOTO IIpexkie HaBUCalo
HaJ IPUHIIECCOH, CeJ Ha KOJIeHH.

— AX, HY 4TO XK.

Xeii3en yneIOHYIach 3alllaKaHHBIMU T'a3aMu. 2KeaHHoe elo U0 OBIIo MpsiMo Tepef Hell. Ei gaxe
TIOHPABUJIACh 9Ta UJIII03us. Eciiu OBl OHa MOTJIa XOTh Ha MIHOBeHHe 3a0hITh 0 Cusude.

[TpuHIlECCa CHOBA MPOTSAHYJIA PYKY, U AXUIIJIEOH B OTBET I'7Ty00KO BOIIET B He€. (1)

OH mepexBaTHUJI PYKY NIPHHIIECCH], KOTOPas IbITanach OTTOJKHYTh €0 TeJIO, ¥ IO0LIeJI0Bal KaXkK bl
1masiell, MOKa AeBYyIIKa U3BUBajiach OT OOJIH.

— Kak xe THl Kpacuga.



Iaxe cpeny HETPEPHIBHLIX I'PYORIX IBUKEHUM, Xel3el MoAgfaBanachk ero CIagKol MaHepPe PeyH.
*B3I0X

[IpuHnecca niakana, NemIsasach 3a MyKYUHY: 1aXKe B OTHOIIEHUSX, KOTOPHIE CIIOKHUIUCH MEXIY
HUMH, OHa BCE paBHO Opocasnach B ero 00baTHs, 3a0kiBast 000 BCEM Ha CBeETe.

)%k

Xeli3enn 0YHyack mocie monroro cHa. OHa rafajna, CKOMbKO BpeMeHU npouuio. [Joxas 6onbiie He
6110 cbiHO. CTOH BRIPBAJICS U3 YCT Xel3esl, Korga oHa OIlyTuia 601k 10 BCEMY Tey.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO MPHUHIIECCA IPOCHYIACh, Y HEE HEe IOIy4Yanoch CBOOOIHO ABUTATHCS M3-3a
AxurneoHa, KOTOPHIH CIiajl, 3arpe0Iy e€ B OXalKy.

HWx Tena ObIIM HAKPHITHL 0€JI0H MPOCTHHEI0. ITO OBIIIO SBHEIM I0KA3aTEIECTBOM TOT'0, YTO BCE, UTO
IIPOUCXOIHUIIO B 9TOM CITaibHE, He OBIJI0O CHOM.

IleByllIKa CIIOKOMHO IIOCMOTpETIa Ha JIUI[0 UMIIepaTopa B TeMHOTe. TeHb JJIMHHBIX PECHHUI] JieKasa
0[] TJTa3aMH.

Xeii3el HEMHOT'O ITIOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOBI BHICBOOOAUTHCS U3 CTAJIbHOM XBATKU. ITO CIIyYUIIOCH, KOTHA
OHa MOYTH CTPSIXHYJIa er0 PyKH, 00XBATHIBAIOIIKE €€ TEJI0, OCTOPOKHO PACIIENUB HaJIbIH MYKYKHEL.

— YT0 TH TaM [eaels?

Ero paHee 3aKPEIThIE I'NIa3a MEOJIEHHO OTKPBIJINCE. OmenoMneHHas TOHYGBIMI/I r'Jia3aMi, BUIJUMBIMHA
M3-II10[0 TOJIBKO YTO OTKPEIBIINXCHA BEK, Xenzen B3OPOTHYyJIa U OTIIPAHYIIA.

— Iymato, s 3aCHYJ, TI0Ka XK[Ial TBOero mpo0yxKueHus.
—0...

Xem3es TPUKPBIIACh MPOCTHIHEN, UTOOH CIIPATaTh CMYIIEHHOE NTUI0. ['yOR AXMI/Ie0Ha PaCTSIHYIUChH
B YXMELIKE, KOTIa OH TIOCMOTPEN Ha PYKy, KOTOPOU [eBYIIKa IbITalach CKPEITH OT HETO CBOE TEJIO.

— Ho gae Tak TH POCHYJIACh PaHbIIE, YeM s JyMall.
Jluno Xe#3en cTao emré KpacHee, KOTIa OHa MTOHSJIA, YTO O3HA4YAeT ero pacciabieHHas yibiOKa.

OHu OBUIM HAaKPBITHI TOHKOM TKaHbIO, U €€ Kpa¥, TPUKPHIBABIINYN TEI0 AXUIIIE0HA, TOHEMHOTY
CIIOJI3aJl KaXAbli pa3, Koraa Xensen TsSHysa IPOCTHHD Ha cebsl.

Bo3MO0KHO, 13-3a TOT'0, YTO OH IPOCHYJICS 1T03Ke, UMIIEPATOP BHITJIAENI COHHBIM: 3TO Obl/Ia Ta ero
CTOPOHA, KOTOPYIO MMPUHIIECCAa HUKOI'Ia PaHblle He BUAena. MyXk4YKWHa C PaCTPEIaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U
TI0JTy3aKPBITBIMY TJIa3aMU ITOKA3aJICs eyl MTOX0KUM Ha 0e33alIiuTHOr0 3Beps.

OH OBIn CIIOKO€H, 3Hasl, 4YTO HUKTO HEe IIPDUYUHUT eMy Bped.
Axumnneon Mor paCCHa6I/ITBCﬂ, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3TO OBILIIO €ro JIOT0BO.
Xeusen gonro paCCMaTpHBalla €ro TeJIO U IMIPEeKpPaCHOe JINIIO 09aPOBAHHBIM B3TJISAOOM.

— Ha 4T0 THI TaK CMOTPHIIIL?



[Tpunuecca npuiia B ce6si. OH IIsIaesn Ha Heé ¢ TI060MEITCTBOM.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZla IeBYIIIKa MMOHIA, YTO OTKPHITO IISTUIAch HAa UMIIEpaTopa, OHA 3aX0Telna
cOexathb oTCIofa. [Ipyroro BEIXOma He OBIIIO.

OHa Obl/Ta BOCXHUIIIEHA 9THM O0JIMKOM AXUJIIE0HA, KOTOPBIA OTIHYAJICS OT ero OOBIYHOI0: X0JIOIHOTO
1 9JIETAHTHOTO.

— 4... 1 moupy.
— YT0? - CIIPOCHUII OH C pa3apaKeHUEM.

— 41 ckazama, 94TO YX0XKYy, - TBEPMO MPOU3HECa XeH3el, MOTOMY UTO MyK4YHHA, IT0OX0XKe, He
BOCITPUHSIIT €€ CJI0Ba BCEPBES.

— Ilouemy?
— [ToToMy 4TO... C MEHS XBATHUT.

AXWIIIE0H BOCIIONTb30BAJICS € TaK, Kak xoTel. OH xKafHo oOHuMas Xei3es, HO Telephb ero BpeMs
IOJIOIIIO K KOHIy. [IeByIlIKa fiyMaJjia O IleHe TOT0, UTO OH CJeial C Hew.

[TpuHIlECCa APYToO¥M CTPaHBl OpOCUIach B 00BSATUS UMIIepaTopa. ITO OBII IOJI0BOM aKT 6e3 Gpaka.
Iaxe ecnu uMIepaTop obpalmasncs ¢ Hel IPOCTO KakK C IapTHEPOM Ha OJHY HOYb, OHa He MMella
IIpaBa ToJioca B TaKOW CHUTYaIUH.

Xeiizen obecyecTuia COGCTBEHHYIO PEMyTalluio ¥ COBEPIIHIIA TI030PHOE [esTHHE Ha MEPOIIPUSITHH,
r7e MPUCYTCTBOBaja OT KMEeHM CBOETr0 KOPOJIeBCTBRA.

— Tl cKa3ana, YTO X04elllb OBITh MOEM CITyKaHKOM.
— 39T10...
— Torma uagu, - COHHO YIIBIOHYTICST AXUIITIEOH.

IeBylKa MMOCIENTHO UCKasla B3TISIIOM CBOE IMJIaThe, HO B3[OXHYJIa, KOTHa YBUIENa ero HajekKo OT
cebs1. 3aTeM MPUKPHIBAsSCh PyKaMu, OHa cobpasia IIPOCTHIHD BOKPYT CBOETO Tejla, HACKOJIBKO 3TO GBITI0
BO3MOXKHO.

Tem BpeMeHeM, uMIIepaTop HaOII0as, CJIOBHO TOTOBSICh YIAPUTh €€ B CIIUHY.
Ona yyBCTBOBaia 3TOT B3TJIAM.

XeM3ern MeITanach UTHOPUPOBATD €T0, CIIYCKasiCh, HAKOHEI], Ha TIOJI.

— A#...

Horu He gepxanu. [IpuHItecca ¢ TpoX0TOM yIiajia Ha II0JI.

— 91 roBopun tebe, Xen3er.

MyX4rHa TIOTHSJICS C KPOBATU C pacciabieHHoM yabl0OKoM. Y Heé XKe He OBbIJIO IPYToro BHOOPA,
KPOME KaK OTKa3aThCS OT BO3PAXKEHUM.



ETo nMpuKOCHOBEHUE K IlIeKaM [IeBYIIKH OBIJI0 HeXKHEIM, HO OHa OpoXasa, Kak MoWMaHHas MTHUIA.
— THI HEe cCMOXKeIIb BHIUTH U3 3TOH CIAILHU. (2)

AxuneoH mOJHS Xel3e, 3alyTaBIIyioCs B IPOCTHIHE, ¥ YI0XKUI B IIOCTeNh 663 KaKoro-nubo
conpoTuBneHus. OH HeXKHO B35IJI €€ 3a PYKy, U HaBUC Hafl [IEeBYIIKOM.

Be3 mpegynpexneHus nprxkaras K UMIIepaToOpy, IPUHIleCCa CXBaTUIACh 3@ IIPOCTHIHY O[] HEl.
— Xeii3e7, - OHa eJie ObllIajia, KOrga OH LIeNTall el Ha yxo. - [IocMOoTpu Ha MeHs.
[IpuHLIECCa TOMHSNa B3TJIS Ha MyK4YKWHY, KOT{la TOT IIPHUOABUI €€ BCEM CBOMM BECOM.

— ¢ momapio Tebe BCE, YTO THI 3aX0Uelllb, B 00MEH... - AXHJIIEOH, IIOTPYKasiCh B HE€ JOCTATOYHO
TIyO0KO ¥ CXKHUMast 3yObl, TPOIOJIKUII, - ThI HOIKHA OTAATh MHE BCE, YTO €CTh y TeOs.

— AX, a-a...

CnanbHs nMIIepaTopa OblyTa 3amojHeHa CTOHaMu Xen3sesn. Eé mbixaHue Ha MTHOBEHUe 3a/epKalioCs,
HO BCKOP€ CHOBa Y49aCTHIIOCH, IIOCJIE€ PE3KOTI'0 OBUXKEHUA AxumnneoHa.

OHa yXe He 3HaNa, OeHb ceiiyac unu Hoyb. Kazanock, 4To cranbHe HET OKOH, HACTOJIBKO OBLJIO TEMHO
BOKDYT.

Korpa ona npumina B UMIIEPATOPCKOE JI0XKe 110 HeoCTOpoxkHOoCTU? ONuH OeHb Ha3an? [IBa gHA?
HaBepHsiKa yzKe HOIKHO OBIIO TPOMTH HECKONIBKO mHel. Ho Xeli3en Oblyla yBepeHa, YTO HE B
COCTOSIHMY JaxKe MOCYUTATh UX IIPaBUIIBHO.

W Bcé u3-3a AXuJIIeoHa, KOTOPHIYA TOIKHY €€ B CBOIO ITOCTEJTb, He laB BO3MOXKHOCTH cOexaTh. Kpruua
B €r0 PyKax, IeBYIIKa Tepsijia CO3HaHUE U 3acChillajla MEPTBEIM CHOM, a KOTJIa IIPOCHIIAaNach, CHOBa
OblyTa BEIHYKIEHA M1aKaTh.

B nepephiBax eit 4TO-TO IUXalIK B POT, YTOOH Xel3en He ocitabiia OKOHYATeNbHO. [lylepa3aupalolee
3penuiie.

Kak u roBopui uMIepaTop, OHa He CMOXKeT IIOKUHYTh 3Ty KOMHATY, IOTOMY YTO el OBIJI0 TPYAHO
IIPOCTO CTOSITh Ha HOTAX, HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOHI XOIUTh.

— T#rI BoIIJIa B MOIO CITAJIBHIO HE OCO3HAaBas TOT'0, UTO HOejlaellb?

Ona 6osinachk 3TUX ronyOsIx r1a3. [Jo cux mop OBIJI0 TPYIHO CKa3aTh, KakK [ajieko OHM 3alllId.
“YT0 OH IBITAJICA C HEel caenaTh?”

AxusnneoH HUKOTHa He Aefaj ey MpeioKeHus.

— Tl X04elb BEPHYTHCS Ha3an?

Xen3eq HEOCO3HAHHO MOKavyaJja I'OI0BOM.

— {1 He Xouy BO3BpalaThCd B ['payHL.

Brino 05 y2kKacHO, ecnii OB OHa BepHYIach. 2KUTeIu KOPoJieBCTBa y3HaU OBl, YTO CcHelana ux
npuHIilecca. Kak TONMBbKO [IeBYIIIKa BHIUET 3a ABEPSD, Ilepef Hell pa3Bep3HETCS af.



Korpma Xeiizen BepHETCST BO IBOPEI], KOPOJIb, BO3MOXKHO, OTXJIECTAET CBOIO JJOYb U HABCETa 3aK/TIOUUT
B TIOPbMY. C OPYTOi CTOPOHEI, €€ CecTpa MPOXKUBET CYACTIUBYIO XKU3Hb, BEIUOS 3aMyXK 3a BEJIMKOI0
repuora Cusuda.

[TpunIiecca Xe#zen OyneT BHHYKIeHA BUAETh 9TO CBOMMH I'Ta3aMu. [lociie TOro, Kak u3My4eHHas
mmepBasi MPUHIIeCCa OCTAaHeTCs OfHa, JIOPeTT CTaHeT CUaCT/IMBee, YeM KOrga-Iudo mocye Toro,
TIOKMHYB IBOpETI.

BEIIO TPYIHO coepkaTh CIIE3H], COOpABUINECS B TIa3aXx Xew3ell, Koraa HapyKy XJIbIHYIIH
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE CTPAXH.

Pa3roBophl 4IeHOB KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH OyOyT 3By4YaTh KpaiiHe pa3mpaxkeHHo. [IpuHIlecca He X0Tela
CTaJIKMBaThLCS C TaKOU PeaybHOCTEIO.

— 4 cpmernalo 4TO YromHO ... YTOOR! ThHI TO3BOJIMII MHE OCTAThCS PSIOM C TOOOI.

1. o/n.: ync.... Kak HeOXHUaaHHO...

2. II/T1.: BOT ¥ YOUTH CTaJIKepa IMOLbexao...
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