[Toka Xeii3es 3aCTHIB, CMOTPEJIa Ha AXHUJIJIEOHA, TOT IIPOIIENTan el Ha yXOo:
— Tax monpoOy# cOexkaTh OT MEHS IIpeXkye, Y4eM 3TO IIPOU30UMET.

AxunieoH HaKJIOHUJICS U MONHSI Napy Tydens, Texkalux Ha I0Jy, ¥ Hafes UX Ha HOT'Y IIepBOU
TTPUHIIECCHI.

*PBax!

[TpuHIT 0TOPBAJ KYCOK OT OJHOTO CBOET0 pyKaBa U Hayasl 0OMaThIBaTh TKAHbIO JIOMBIXKKY Xel3er.
IeByika HabOmana 3a MPOUCXOASANIUM C U3yMJIEHHEM.

He ycmerna oHa mo4yBCTBOBAThH 00JIb M3-3a TOT'O, YTO JIOABIKKA ORIl TYrO MepeBsidaHa, Kak AXUIIe0H
TIOJHSJICA ¥ MOJida YIIEN ¢ 6anKoHa.

Xei3e J0XKOanach, KOTa TOT OKOHYATEIbHO NCUYe3HeT 3a 3aHABECKOH, ¥ Me[IJIEHHO 3aKphljia rias3a.
ITpoucxopsiiee OBITO OIS HE€ KakK BO CHE, HO CTOMIIO TOJIBKO II0YYBCTBOBATH GONTb B HOTE@ CHOBA, KAk
OHAa IIOHSJIA, YTO 3TO BOBCE HE COH U He HJIII03HS.

OH Hales eé.

KoHeuHO, 3T0 He OBUI TOT UMIIEPATOP U3 IPOIIIOro, HO TO, YTO AXMIJIEOH TaK YIOPHO UCKAJl KaKylo-
TO JEBYIIKY, 03Ha4aJso, 4To Xel3es MpuBJeKya ero BHuMaHue. OH He OBIJT Y4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH
103BOJIKJI OBl YEMY-TO JKE€JTaHHOMY YCKOJIb3HYTh U3 €Tr0 PYK.

“ITouemy?”

OHa BceTo JIHIIb Cllacajia KOIIKY, KaK BCE BHE3AITHO BHIIIIO U3-110f KOHTPOJIA.

— OH x04eT MHE OTOMCTHUTH?

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT LIITOPH pacmaxHyuch u JlopeTT ¢ Cu3udom mosiBUNTKUCH Ha OaKoHE.

— Cecrtpal!

Xenzen Mo4ya mocMoTpena Ha JIopeTT.
— CecTpa, TH B IOpsgKe?

[Tocne MomyaHus B OTBET, BTOPas MIPUHIIECCA IIOTPSICIIa CBOIO CECTPY 3a IIJIEYH U OCTOPOKHO
pasBsizajia BEPEBKY €€ MaCKH.

[Top Hel CKPHIBATIOCH 3aCTHIBILEE BhIpaXKeHNe nulla Xen3es, CI0OBHO Ta yYBUIeNa Ipu3paka.
— Xeusen?

— 4l... 4 Bupena ero.

— Yro?

— OH y3Han MeHs. U BOT Tak...

— Yto?



JlopeTT BCTpsAXHYJIa CECTPY, UTOOH Ta MpHUIIa B ce0s, BEIXOAS U3 3a0BEeHUS.

— O, Jloperr.

— 4 uckana Te04.

— Ox, npaBma?

Xeii3es 0OTBEPHYIACh, IEMOHCTPUPYS Oe3pa3nuyue.

— M= Be3ne Te0st uckamu. 30ech Tak MHOTO Jiofiedt. 9 mymana, Tebe Becero.

— 4 oTppIxana, IOTOMY YTO ¥ MeHSI OOJIAT HOTH.

— Yro-To He Tak? - Cu3ud OBICTPO OMYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHO U OIIyIasl HOTY Xeu3es.
— Bce B miopsifike, He BOJIHYHCS 00 3TOM.

— OHa omnyxJyia. ¢ 1030By IPUIBOPHOTO Bpaya.

— 4 cama mory o cefe m03ab0TUTHCS, - CKa3asa Xeii3en, u Cusud, mokonedaBIIC, HEMHOT0, BCTal
Ha HOTH.

— A 3710 4TO Takoe?

—A?

I'maza JlopeTT ymanu Ha ciefn OT yKyca AXUJIJIeOHa.

— O... - Xe#3en ObICTPO MPUKPHIIA 11et0, HO ¥ Cu3ud ycresn ero 3aMeTHUTb.
— Hwuyero. [JomxHOo OBITH, MEHSI YKyCHJIa MOIIIKa.

— Ia...

PacTepssHHOCTB BCE ellé MeJlbKasa B rita3ax JlopeTT, HO oHa 0osibllle He 3afjaBajia BOIIPOCOB. Bo
B3rysaze ke Cusnda BCIBIXHYIA UCKPA, CTOUJIO TOIBKO €My YBUIETh KPACHYI0 OTMETHHY Ha Illee
Xen3es, HO Ta IPUTBOPUIACE, YTO 9TOTO HE 3aMeTHJIa, U Clie3fia C IaparerTa.

JlogwzKKa BCE elllé Oblsia OIyXIlel, HO CTOATH ObIJIO Jierde, 4eM paHbIle. bonb He ncuesna
IIOJTHOCTBIO, HO U He OblIa TAKOW HEBLIHOCUMOH.

OueBUOHO, AXMIITIEOH YTO-TO 3HAJ 00 OKA3aHUHU IIePBOM ITOMOIIH.

Ilo atoro Xen3en UCILITHIBAIA TaKyI0 CUJIbHYIO 60J'Ib, 4YTO HEe MOI'Jla HOPMaJIbHO OHIIIATh, HO TEIIEPhb
OHa CTaja 3HAYMUTEJIbHO cabee.

— 41 Bo3Bpamatock. [Tomorute MHe. BepHU MO0 MacKy, oXKalyucra.

JlopeTT Hagemna MacKy Ha Xel3es u mpoTsiHyna pyky. E€ cectpa 6e3 KonmeGaHul cXBaTUIach 3a
IIO[ICTaBJIEHHYIO JIafOHb.

— O6ompuck Ha MeHs, - Cu3ud OBICTPO IMIATHY BIepe[, YTOOH TOXKe 0Ka3aTh ITOMOIIh, HO Xel3e
JIUIID B3TJISIHYJIA Ha HETO ¥ IIPOUTHOPHPOBAJIA 9TO MPEIIOKEHHE.



— Hy uTo0 X, umém.

— KoneuHno, - npousHecna Xeunsej, gepxkach 3a JIoperrT.

— Kak MBI 1 [OrOBOPUINCE, HE PacCKa3biBall HUKOMY, UTO S 30€eCh.
— Xopo1io... - JIopeTT noCIHeNHo KUBHYIIA.

— Jlaxe CBO€U MaTepH.

— Vry... - Tuxo oTtBeTuUNa JIopeTT u orngHynack Ha Cusuda. bynydyu oTBEPrHYTHIM, OH IIJIETICS
1I03a0H.

— Iloyemy THI TaK MOTPYCTHEN?
— Hwuuero. 4 gonxeH UATH.

Xem3es, KoTopas K 9TOMYy MOMEHTY yKe HaXOOuiach B KapeTe, YTO NOKHa Oblla 0TBE3TH €€ BO
IBopet P03, MOCIEIHO MOTSHYIa BePEBKY, YTOOH MMOAATh 3HAK U3BO3YHUKY.

— [To30BUTE TPUABOPHOTO Bpayda. YOequTech, 4To Ballla Hora He OmyxJla CUIbHEe.
OHa MATKO KMBHYTIA, IIEITASCh TPUTBOPUTLCS, YTO HE CIIHIIIANA ero.
Kak TonbKO IBEpb 3aKpHIIACh, XeW3ell MPOBaIuiach B CUIEHNE U BHIOXHYIIA.

OKuIaxK Havall MOCTENeHHO yoansaThcs. [IogHsaB B3T/ISAN YyTh BhIlIe, OHA yBUOea Cusuda yepel
0KHO. OH CTOSII U CMOTpPEJ BCJIe[l, XOTS PSAoM ¢ HuM Oblyta Oomratoras JIOpeTT.

)k

B TEéMHOM KOpuOope pa3fmaiuch TPOMKHe Iard. B oqHOM U3 3a710B MPOXOMUI ITyMHBIHM OAHKET, HO B
OCTaJIbHBIX OBIJIO JOBOJIBHO THXO.

TeHU ABYyX JIIOfey NIepeABUTaIuCh B TEMHOTE.

— Bce onu Oblt eBpomneniamMu, npubsBIIEMY U3 [leModoca. UMmepaTpulla, KaxeTcs, IIJIaHUPYeT
YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE.

— OHa Bcerfia MIaHUPYET YTO-TO HEOORIYHOE, - OTBETUII AXUIITIEOH, He cOaBIIss IIar.
— Eé BricouecTBO 130 BCEX CHJI ITHITAETCSI CTATh I'JIaBOM UMIIEPHH, ¥ OHA TaK IIpPegaHa 3TOMY [ey.

— O, ma. YxaxuBaTh 3a OOJIbHEIM - HEeACTBUTEIILHO TSIXKEI0e UCIEITAaHUe, 0COOEHHO, eCIIx
HEHABUIHUIIb €T0 10 CMEPTH.

Axunneon XUXUKHYIIL.

ToT ¢akT, yTo umnepaTop IeModoca Oyl O0JIEH, AepXKajca B CTpoxKaiileM cekpeTe. MMmeparop, y
KOTOPOTr'0 Bcerga OblJI0 X0polilee 3M0POBbe, HEOXKUIAHHO yIIajl B 00MOPOK, U yXKe I10CJIe HECKOJIbKUX
IIPUIIAJKOB €T0 TeJI0 CUIBHO oc1abero.

— o Tex mop, MOKa 3TO MUPHOE COTJIallleHue JeWCTBYeT, a Bhl HaXomuTeCh ToMa, HUKAKUX
notpsicenust nns E€ BenuuecTBa Gonblie He OymeT.



— Heyxenu? - kak O6yATO He MOBepUJI AXUJITIEOH.

— M=l noguuHUIK cebe MOIOBUHY KOHTUHEHTA U IOAIKCaIN CoTJlallleHne co CToulel ['payHaa Ha
YCIOBUSX, BHITOOHBIX s [leModoca. Ham He HYKHO cO3[aBaTh COIO3HI C IPYTUMHU CTPaHaMHU, TaK YTO
sl YBEPEH, YTO 3TO TO, Yero Bl xKejanu, He Tak Ju?

— MoxkeT OBITE.

— A? - CnoBa AxunneoHa ucnyranu rpada bepaca.

— Yro certyac y Bac Ha yme?

— Hy...

— {1 He X04y BHOBb pa3BsI3bIBATh BOMHY.

Opn BepHC MoKavas rojaoBoi, HApXCOBaB PyKaMu OOJIBIIION KPEeCT Iepel CBOeH I'PYAbI0.
— 4 mpocTo X04y ITOIIacTh JOMOU U, HAKOHeL], Jiedb CIaTh.

— KoHeuHO, B 3TOM HUKTO HE COMHEBAETCH.

AxunneoH CHOBa yIBIOHYIICS, Ha 3TOT pa3 B Ayire. I'pad bepHC, KOTOPEIN HE MOT CKPHITh HEJIOBKOCTh
TI0JIOKEHUS, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3aJICsl, OMYCTHUJI PYKU U MSTKO 3aTOBOPUII C HUM.

— OTO 0O4YEHb CTPAHHO.

— O yé™m THI?

— Ilouemy Brl Tak cTporu Ko MHe, Baue BricouecTBo?
I'pad BepHc ¢ moOOMBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha AXUIE0Ha.

— 4 He mymato, 4To Bel magku Ha XXKeHIWH. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO BOKPYT BHETCS HEUCUHUCIIMMOE
KOJIUYECTBO [EBYIIEK, TOTOBHIX OTHAThCS MIPUHITY B 11060M MOMEHT.

— 4 TaK He gymalo.

—Bare BricouecTBo, HojKeH ObITh XOTh KTO-TO?

— Her.

AxunneoH pelIMTeNbHO CKa3al, a rpad bepHC nuillh OTBETHUII:
—Ia, ma... [IpocTo OOHUMUTE U HEXKHO U IIPUTOIYObTE, CJIOBHO...
— 4 u Tak BEXIUB.

—YT0? - pactepsincs rpad 1 03aJavyeHHO IOCMOTPE Ha IIPUHIIA.

— Ho oHa Bce paBHO IIHITAETCS OT MeHs c6eXaThb, - AXUJIIOH IIPOU3HEC 3TO C IPKOH YIEIOKOM. -
[ToaTOMy y MEHSI He OCTAETCSI APYroro BeIOOpPa, KpoMe KaK IIOWMaTh e€.

)%k



— l'oToBO, - cKa3an PaibEpPH, Korma 3aKOHYMII IEPEBSA3bIBATh JIOALIXKKY Xel3enl. - f man Bam
o0e300uBalolee, TaK YTO [IOCJIe XOPOIIEero CHa JOJIKHO CTaTh JIydlIle.

HpPIJIBOpHBII:I Bpa4d OBIJT BEI3BAH Inmocpeou HO4H, YTOORI OCMOTPETh HOT'Y IIPMHIECCHI, Ha YTO JaXKe He
II02KaJIOBAJICA. KpOMe TOT'O0 OH HE CIIPOCHUIJI, I'le U KAdK OHaA II0JIYy4YHuJia 3Ty TPaBMYy.

— Cmacubo...

— BYJIBTe OCTOPO2KHEI Ha JIECTHUIIAX...

Xeii3en nmocMoTpesnia Ha Mapu, a Ta JIUIIb 10XKaJa IIJledaMHy U ITepeBesia B3I/ Ha MIPUABOPHOTO
Bpaua.

— Cmacubo, PaitGEpH.

C camoro geTcTBa OHa JT00uIa UTPaTh, I03TOMY KOPOJIeBa Ha Heé 4yacTo 3nuiiack. OHa He pa3
TOBOpPUJIa MaJIeHbKOM Xel3ell He TepsiTh 6J1aropoacTBa.

— Kaxppiii pas, Korma s paHuIach U3-3a CBOUX IAJIOCTEH, THI JIeYMI MeHs, Pai6épH. UMeHHO
II03TOMY Ceiyac s CTOI0 Ha Horax. Bcé aTo Gnaropmapsi Tebe.

Bpau riny60K0 B3mOXHYI.
— Bornb B 10OBIKKE SBHO MEHBIIIE, YEM CPa3y IOCJIe MOTyYeHUs TPaBMEl, BEPHO?
Xen3es KUBHYIIA.

— Kto-T0 0kKa3an Bam nepByio momoiib? bonk cTana TepnuMee u3-3a TKaHU, 00EPHYTOM BOKPYT
JIOABIXKKH.

— 3710 OBLN... 3TO OBLT...

Mypauku npobexkau 0 BCeMy Teqly, Korga Xei3es mofgyMaa 0 CeKyHIHOU 601, KOTOPYIO
IPUYUHUIN ei AXUIITIEOH, KOTIa CXBATHUII €€ 3a JIOABIKKY. Ho, B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, UMEHHO OH |
o0ieruus e€ cTpafaHusl.

— M=e nopa. [ToxkanyicTta, IPpUMUTE J1€KapCTBO BOBpeMs.
— KoneuHo.

Korpga Paii6epH ymen, Xeii3en B3moxHyna ¢ odnerdenneM. [locne Toro, Kak Mapu cMeHuIa
nocTenbHOE Oefibe, HaTSAHYJA OfesIo K Ilee IPUJIETIIel IPUHIIECCH, TPOU3HEeCIa Tapy CJI0B Ha
IIPOIIaHME U BHIIIA, B KOMHATE CTa0 TUXO.

Bbrimo mo3aHo. CHOTBOpHOG " 60H6YTOJ’IHIOH.I€G, IIPOIIMCAaHHBIE€ BPAYOM, BEISEIBAJIM YYBCTBO
COHJIMBOCTH, HO OHA BCE PaBHO HE MOTI'JIda 3aCHYTE.

«Ho B CJ'IGI[YIOH.IPIIZ Pa3 Tel CaMa X CHUMEIIIb. STY MACKY H 3TO IIJIaThe.»

Xeli3en HUYEro He CMOrJIa CKa3aTh, Korja AXHIIJIeOH II0Ka3aJl CBOM UCTUHHBIE HaMepEeHus. U Bcé 310
IIOTOMY, 4YTO IIPOLIJIOE CMEIIaJIOCh C HACTOSAIIUM.



“ITouemy? §1 BepHyIach, YTOOH MOMBITATHECS U3MEHHUTH IIPOIIIOE, YTOOH M30eKaTh KPOBABOTO
oymymero. Ho mouemy s 4yBCTBYIO ce0st B JIOBYIIKE CyIbOBI?”

B mpomuinoM AXHUIIIEOH IPOSBIISAT K Hel CTPAaHHYIO CUMIIATHIO, HAUKHAs C MOMEHTa MX ITePBOi
BcTpeun. OH XKejan e€ A ce0si, Ho He IPeKJIOHST KONIeHW U He YMOJIS o mio0Bu. OH IPOCTO XKAaall,
KoTfa Xeu3es caMa IpumeT K HeMy. [IpuHI] JefiCTBOBAJI TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIJIO B TIOPSIOKE BELIEH.

«THI TpPUIeIIb KO MHE B 00BAThS, XeW3em.»

OH IOBTOPSAT e 3TO pa3 3a pa3oM. M, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO KaXKAbIM pa3 oiIydas 0TKa3, AXUIIeoH
HEeYCTaHHO yXaXuBaJl 3a Heu.

9T0 ObIsIa BCETO JIMIIL Xer3ell, KOTOpasi, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, OJHAXK/IEI NeHCTBUTEILHO caMa IPHIIIa B
ero o0LATHUSA.

Ona IIpHHaOjieXajla eMy, KaK OH ¥ TOBOPHII.

HWMeHHO ¢ TOTO OHSA BCE HAy4aJio PYUIUTBCA.
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