— Cmacu6o, 4TO MPUIIEN IPOBEHATh, HO Ceyac MHE HYKHO YXOOHUTh.

— Xeu3ser.

Cuzud, ctoss HampoTUB Xel3es, CMOTPeN Ha Heé MpHUINypuBIIuch. OH O0JIbHO CXKall e€ IJieun
— ITpunn Cusud.

Xeii3es1 M03Bajia €ro TUXUM, I'PYCTHHIM TojiocoM. Yem Gosiblile OHa ¢ HUM 6oJiTana, TeM 60oJiblie
Xeli3es Ka3ajl0Ch BEPOSITHBIM, YTO TJIYIIOCTD IIPOIJIOTO BEPHETCS, YTOOHI IIPECIIefIoBaTh €€.

— Hapetocs, Brl xopoiro npoBengéeTe BpeMs B KoponeBcTBe I'payHA, mpexae 4yeM HaCTaHET AEeHb
BEPHYTHCS B POJHYIO CTPaHy. f He CMOTy K BaM IIPUCOEOUHUTHCSA [0 KOHIIA MEPOIPUATUAN U3-3a
MOEro CaMO4yBCTBHS.

ok

[ITaru mo cuasbHK OB HAIOJHEHE! 2KECTKOCTHI0. BEITOXKEHHEIH MPAaMOPOM KOPH/IOP OT3LIBAJICS
3BYKOM HEPBHO HIAPKAIOIIKX MOJONIB. [OPHUYHEIE U CIyKAaHKH, IOHWMas, YTO BCTpeYa OYeHb
B3BOJIHOBaJIa IIpUHIIeCCY, u30eranu e€ B3TISI0B.

*Bax!

CHUIbHO XJIOIIHYB OBEPbhIO, Xel3ell IPollljia MPSIMUKOM K KPOBaTH U PYXHYyJa Ha Hee.
Moro O6BITH BO MHOTO Pa3 Xyxe.

“¢1 He cobupasacsk menaTth 3TOro...”

Bce BupEI coXaneHUs KPYKUIKUCH B e€ royioBe. OHa He Oblia criocoOHa u3berats BCTped ¢ Cusnudom.
Ho ecnu 651 Xeli3en yBunenach C HUIM BHOBb, OHa X0Tejla OBl CMOTPETh eMy B 10 Oosee
PEIINTENTHHO.

Ona Obly1a TOYEeMy-TO pafa BCTpede C HUM, HO B TO JKe BpeMs OHa He XOTeJla eT0 BUMIETh.

910 OBlNa MpUYKHA, ToueMy Xel3el HeHaBUAeIa HaX0OUThCS B MpucyTcTBUM Cusuda. Brimo
OYeBHOHO, YTO B3TJISI HA HET0 BEPHET BCe Te 3MOIINH, BCe MPOOIEeCKH IIPOIIIOTro, YTO OYyIyT My4YUTh
ee.

“9T0, HaBepHOe, 1U3-3a ero HOOPOTHL.”
Becmone3no moOpOTH, B KOTOPOU OBIJIO CIMIIKOM MHOTO Sifia.

Ho 370 Tak xke Ovita mpaBma. Cu3ud OB HEXKHBEIM U HOOPHEIM MYKUKMHOM IO CBOEH MPUPOJIEe, €T0
TMI00UTY U JIeJIesisiv, TI03TOMY OH He OblT 6eccepaeyHEIM, OTAaBast YTO-TO APYTUM.

«$1 BomHOBAICS.»

Hpoumaﬂ Xeiizen Bcerga Oblfla Ha cegbMOM Hebe OT CYacThs, YCIIBIIIIAB HEYTO momo0HOe OT HETO.
axe HEeCMOTPsA Ha TO, 4YTO B €ro CiI0Bax OblIa KaKasi-TO Bpa}KJIe6HOCTB.

CMenrHo, 9To 9TO OBIJIO BIIEPBEIE, KOTTIA OHA CJIHIIIAJIA 3TH CJI0Ba. ['0JI0C CepbE3HO crparmuBa, Obla
v oHA B mopsiike. OH 6eCIOKOMIICS 3a He€.



OnHa Bcerpga OoJjIzKHa Onlya OBITH B IIopsAgKe, IIOTOMY 4YTO OOJIZKHA BBEITJIAOETE JIYYIlIE BCEX.

«Thl - mepBas npuHIlecca ['payHpa. T OOJKHA BHITJIANETh IPEKPacHo B ni060e BpeMs, The OBl TH HU
Ovuta. He 3a0biBali 9TO, faXke €CJIy Ijladellb.»

KoponeBa MapTuHa Oblzia X0JIOHA CO CBoel mouephio. OHa He M03BOJIsAiIa Xen3en MmiakaTh UiIn
JKaJ0BaThCA.

Ona cTporo o0ydasa CBOIO efMHCTBEHHYIO NOYb U MOAYEPKHUBAJIA, UYTO Xel3ell JOJIXKHA BHITTISIAETh
CIIOKOMHOU faxe B MOMEHT CMEPTH.

Xeii3en xKuja Tak ¥ 3Haja, 4To OyoeT MPONOJIKATh XKUTh Tak ¥ manbire. Ho no6poTa, Kak-To
IIPOHUKHYBIIAS B 9Ty Iejb, cioMuia e€. OHA BCE 6oJblIe Kaxgana JOOPOTH U HEKHOCTH.

OHa He gyMasa, 4To 9T0 OyJeT 4To-To 0COOEHHOe, HO KOTa CTOJIKHYI0Ch ¢ Cu3udom, To
TIoYyBCTBOBasa cebs 6ecromornrnoi. Ho...

“¢l momXkHa u30aBUTHCS OT 3Toro. OT 3TOro YyBCTBa 0€30TBETHOM TI06BH. [[0/IKHA IIePeCcTaTh XKejlaTh
3TOM MOOPOTHI, BEMb OHA HE MPUHAIIEKUT MHE. [JOCTaTOYHO TOT0, YTO S KUBa.”

Bcé 6B1710 X0OPO1II0, ¥ OT 3TOT0 Y XeH3eI 3aCIe3UIUCh T1a3a. Terneps OH MOIYYUT TUTYIT BEJIUKOTO
repuora 1 6yeT CYacCTIUBO XKUTb C JIOPETT B UX COOCTBEHHOM IIOMECThE, KOTHa AXUTIIEOH CTaHeT
MMIIEPATOPOM.

E# mpocTo HeoOX0OMMO BEPHUTh B 3TO. BCE MOMKHO OBITH UMEHHO TaK.

keksk

— 4 nyman, Tebe 04eHb HPABUTCS 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— O, Opar.

Cu3sud MmoBepHYI CBOIO I'0JIOBY, KOTHA YCIIBIIIAI TOJIOC, MOHECIIUUCS M3-3a IBEPH.
— JTo6po moXKanoBaTh.

—4d ayMall, €eT0 BEJIN4YeCTBO IIOCHIJIa€T BaC B KOPOJIEBCTBO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO THI IIPAYEINb YTO-TO.

— PasBe 3T0 KOPOJIEBCTBO He GBUIO MECTOM, KOTOPOE ThI IOCEINAJI, €CI Te0e CTAHOBUIOCH CKYYHO?
Teneps 3TO CTayI0 HEYROOHO 111 Te6s?

3maHue, B KOTOPOM PAcCIIOJIOXKKIach UMIIEPCKasi Aeseralus, HaX0OuIoCh K BOCTOKY OT KOPOJIEBCKOTO
nBopua. Llenslit gBOpel OBUT TOCTPOEH U 0CBOOOXKEH, YTOOB UMIIEPCKUE CITYTU U CITyKAHKU MOTJIH
OCTAHOBUTBLCSA TaM ¥ He YyBCTBOBATh ce0s1 HeyIOOHO BO BpeMsl IpeOrIBAaHUS B KOPOJIEBCTBE.

BONBIUIMHCTBO CIIYT BO OBOPIIE OBITK TeMHU, KTO 3a00Tumncs o Cusude Bo BpeMs ero BU3UTOB B
KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— 910 He HeymoOHO. Bece Moy Bo OBOpIIE OYEHB TOOPHL.

— Tak moyeMy MHe KaXeTCs, YTO Thl IIOKMPOBaH? - AXUIIJIEOH C YCMEILIKOM ITocMOTpen Ha Cusuda, -
[Touemy xke? Thl OBITT OTBEPTHYT?



— Bcé He coBceM Tak.
Cu3ud BHOBB yneIOHYICSA. TeM He MeHee, TeHb Ha ero JIMlle He Ucue3lia Tak JIeTKO.
— OTO BCEro JHIIb KOe-4T0, HeMHOTr0 OeCroKosiee MeHs.

Y Cusuda ObIJI0 MpayHOE BRIpaXKeHHUe JINIla. AXeJITHOH Halllesl 3TO CTPAHHBIM: €er0 CBOOHBIM Opar,
KOTOPHIM Bcerfa OB APY2KeTI00HbIM U Pa3TyIuBal C yIsI00YKOM, celiyac Cufen 37ech C
BhIPaXKEHUEM JIUIla, COBCEM €My He CBOWCTBEHHBIM.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCe 3MI€Ch, Ka3aJIoCh, CMOTPEJIH Ha MeHsI ¥ MOoero OpaTa HeOOBIYHBIM 00pa30M.

— IIpaBga? - Cu3ud OTBETU U HAKJIOHUIICS BIEPEMd, - M, HOIKHO OBITh, HHTEPECHO TO, YTO MHI,
CBOMIHBIE OpaThs, TaK XOPOIIO JIafuM APYT C APYTOM.

— 4 mouTH yBepeH, 4To B [leModoce eCTh ¥ APyrue UMIIEPATOPCKUE CEMbY CO CBOTHBIMU OpPAThsIMU.

[TpuHIL ObT CHIHOM MMIepaTpulibl, @ KPOHIIPHHIL - CBIHOM HaNTOKHULLL. 715 Opyrux ObIo OBl
IIPUBLIYHEN BHUOETh, KAK OHU JIEPYTCS, CJIOBHO KOIIIKA C MBIIIKOM.

— He Bce MOTYT XKHUTb OPYKHO. MHI - OpaThs, faXke eCJIU BCETO JIUIIb HAlOJIOBUHY.

— THI menCcTBUTENLHO TaK CUMUTAEIh?

AxunneoH mocMoTpen Ha Cusuda Tak, eciu OB TOT OBIT CTPAHHBIM CO3MAHUEM.

— Mos maTh OecniokouTcst o Tebe, - ckasan Cusud.

— HWmMnepaTpuia®?..

— Ia.

Cusud oTBeTHN AXUIIEOHY, HO TOT IIPOMO/IKA/ HEIIPEPHIBHO IISIIETh Ha TOPHl BAAJIeKe.
— bpart? Yto Takoe?

OH npuUCMOTPEJICS TIOBHUMAaTEIbHEee M 3aMeTHUJI, KaK MOJHUMAIOTCS ¥ OIyCKAalOTCS IIUPOKKE IIe4Yu
AxunneoHa.

— TTo3gpaensio, Cusud. Tel HAKOHEI-TO CMOT PACCMEIIUTL MeHS.

AXWIe0H PE3KO BCTAJl ¥ UCTEPUYECKHU 3aCMesCs.

— Yro?

Cusud ckoH(pYKEHHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— WMnepaTpulla 0O4eHb «COCTpafaTeIbHbIN» YeJI0oBeK. Tl IIpas.

AXuneoH KMBHYJ ¥ IPUKOCHYJICA K P03aM Ha MaJIeHbKOM IIPUCTABHOM CTOJIHKE.
— Be3ge po3ml.

B TeueHue Bcero gHsA KOMHaTa HaIlOIHSIA Po3aMu.



— Wx mpucnana Jlegu ITatic. OHM BCe - KaK OfHA, II0 Pa3Mepy U IBETY.
— [la, OHU BHITISOSAT HAMHOTO JIyYIle TeX, YTO S BUIEI B UMIIEPHUH.

Iaxxe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YUTO [IBETHI OBITK BCETO JIUIID IIBETAMU B I'Ta3aX AXUIeoHa, O6BITI0 HEYTO
0co0eHHOE B P0O3aX, YKpAIIaBIIUX JBOPEI.

— ViMmepckue cagoBHUKYM yMepiiu OBl OT 3aBUCTH, ecu Obl yBunenu ux. OHU Hadanu Obl BHIBOOUTD
HOBHIU COpT.

JlenecTky po3 OB TAKUMU OOJIBIIMMU U UCTOYAIM TaKOM T'YCTOX apoMaT, 4YTO ¥ Hero 3aKpyKUIach
rojioBa. JTOT 3allaX HallOMHII AXMIITIEOHY KO€e-KOTO.

K nmpumepy, ogHy oIpeneneHHYI0 XeHIUHY, KoTopas y0exkaa ¢ KOIIKOM, Korfa AXUJIIEOH OBl
3aCTUTHYT BPACIIJIOX.

«Y4TO0 THI IHITAJICS CHOeJaTh ¢ TUTTHU?»

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO B TOT pa3 MOGIU30CTH He OBIJI0O HU OOHOTO IBETYIIEro 6yToHa, AXUIIEOH
YyBCTBOBAJI 3alax po3 B BO3ayxe. M Temeps, KOTa OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TOT 3allaX BHOBb, EMY
BCIIOMHHJIACh Ta HArjas TOPHUYHAS. ITO OBITT IO-HACTOSIIEMY MaIo00bSICHUMBIM X0 MBICTIEH.

— B K0poIeBCKOM BOPIIE €CTh KOIIKU? - HEOXKHUJAHHO CIIPOCHUII OH.

— Komxku? - Cu3u@ HaKJIOHUI I'0JIOBY M3-3a CTOJIb HEOXKUAAHHOT0 Bopoca. - [Touemy Th
CIIpallliBaelb?

Cuzud cmorpen Ha GpaTa, CMEPUB €ro JIIOOOMBITHRIM B3TJISIOM, KOTTIa T'la3 3allelUIICS 3a PYKY
AxunmneoHa.

— O, KcTaTy, 1 3aMeTUI paHbl Ha TBOEU pPYKe.

Ha Gany AxunneoH CHa4aja uc4Ye3 HEHa0/ITo, a 3aTeM BEPHYJICS C PYKOM, KOTOPYIO IIOKPHIBAIN
MaJleHbKUe I[apalyHbl pa3fInYHEIX pa3MepoB. YauBneHusl, Cusud crpocusnn AXuiieoHa, Kak 3T0
CIIy4YHUIIOCh, Ha YTO OpaT OTBETUI: «BBI YKYIIEH MPOXOASIIER MUMO KOIITKOM».

— KoImka HeoXHUIAaHHO YKycuia Te0s?
— ¢ HeMHOTO0 KOCHYJICS €€.

AxuneoH pacckasall, KaK OH ITOJTy4YHUsI 9TH TEMHBIE IJIMHHEBIE IIapalWHbL HA PyKe. PsamoM ¢
HeOosbioi Obia riy0oKas OTMETHHA, KaK eclid OBl KTO-TO BIETIUIICS B PYKy 3yOaMu. BrisgeBumice B
ryOoKMe aparHbl, MOXKHO OBIJIO TOHSATH, YTO UX HAHECIa SPOCTHO COMPOTUBIISBINASCS KOIIKA.

— T&I TpOTAJ KOWIKY?
— Ia.
AXUTnIe0H CMOTpPEN Ha CBOU PaHHB

Cusuda youssiia cama MBICIb O TOM, YTO AXUJIIEOH IIPOIIEN BCIO BOMHY 6e3 eIUHOM LlapaluHbl, HO
IIPU 9TOM KOIIIKa OCTaBUJla OTMETHHE Ha ero pyKe.

— IToyeMy THI He 0O6paboTan yKyC MefrKaMeHTaMu? PaHa BHTJISAIUT HOBOJILHO I'ITyOOKOM.



Ha THITbHO¥M CTOPOHE €0 JafoHKM KPacoBaJICs OMyXIUIHH KpacHEH mpaM. OH He 00paboTal 3T0 MecTo
C TIOMOIIBIO Ma3H, U Teepb BCE BHITIISIAEINO Tak, 6YATO IMOCe 3aKMBIIEHUS Ha HEM 00pa3yeTcs IIpaM.

— f] m030By IPUABOPHOIO JIEKaApP.
— B 9TOM HeT HyX[Hl, - OH 0TKa3aJiCsd, MaXHyB PYKOM.
— Yro?

['yOrl AXuTIsIeOHa PacIIBIIUCh B HeOO0bIIOoH yiasI0Ke, ToKa OH cMOTpen Ha Cusuda. Y Hero ObI10
IIaJIOBIMBOE BHIpAXKEHUE JIUIa, KOTOPOe GBIBaIo, KOTHa OH HaXOOUII YTO-TO HHTEPECHOE.

— Tak a1 cMOTry KOJIJIEKIIMOHUPOBaTh CBOM HEyJaydM.
— YT0 THI MMeellb B BUAY?
Cusud HaKIJIOHUI CBOIO TOJIOBY, TaK KakK He MOT IIOHSITh, O YEM IOBOPUJI AXHUJIJIEOH.

— 3TO MOXKET 3BY4dTh IIO-KOIIa4YbH, HO KOTHI - CYIIECTBA 0osi3muBEE. X SY6H 1 KOTTH TaKOU OJIMHEI
" (I)OprI, 4ToO, eClin Tebs OOHAXMHEI 3aJ€HYT, 9TH PAHBI TaK JIETKO HE 3aXKUBYT.

— 9T0 mpaBaa? byneT yXkacHO, eClii OHO He 3aKUBET.
— Tak OymeT gaxe aydie.
— Yto?

Cusug omapalleHHO IOCMOTPEN Ha AXUJJIeOHa, KOTOPHIM IIPOJOJIXKaJ HECTH UyIlb. AXUIIIEOH,
Ka3aJIoCh, HacllaXKaascs IIpaMaMy Ha ThIJIbHOM CTOPOHE CBoel namoHu. Cu3nud He MOT JorafaThCs,
IIOYEMY XKe€.

—4d Hafmy TOT'O0, KOMY IIPDUHAOJIEXKUT KOIIIKA IIPpeXKOe, 4YeM 3aKUBYT 3TU PAHEI.

OT MBICIH O HarJIOM U Iep3KOoM ClTyKaHKe, KOTOpasl OCTaBHIa ero B JIOBYIIKe U 3abpasa ¢ coboii
KOIIIKY, Y HETO CHOBa 3aKpyxKuiach rojioBa.

— 4 BuUpmen e€ Bcero pas, HO He MOT'Y 3a0HITh...

AxunieoH He MOT HalTU HU ONHOM NPUYUHEL, 10 KOTOPOU Ta TOPHUYHAS faBajla eMy TaKue
HeyOenuTenbHEIE OMTpaBaaHus. To ke camoe OBIJIO U C €€ Ype3MePHO HaANIPSIKEHHBIM JIUILIOM.

B aTom He GbI7T0 HUYETro 0COOEHHOTO, HO KOTla OH pa3 3a pa30M IIPOKPYYHBAJ 3TO B CBOEH T'OJIOBE, OH
CTpPaHHHIM 00Pa30M ITOYYBCTBOBAJ XKejlaHue BHICITEOUTh MEeBYIIKY ¥ PACCIPOCUTHL €€ 00 3TOM.

[ToToMy 4TO 3TO OBIJIO IIEPBOE JIOKHOE IIPU3HAHKME, KOTOPOe OH KOTAa-ru00 MoIy4all B CBOeH KU3HU.
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