— IpusiTHO 3HATH, 4TO BhI 3a00TUTECH 0 JIOPETT, KAk 0 CECTPE, Haxe OOJIbIIIe, YeM S.

Xeiizen cnabo yneiOHyMack. Bo3aMoxkHO, u3-3a TOro, 4To Cu3u MOBTOPSI ONHO U TOXKE, CJI0Ba
PaHUJIU B caMoe CepALe.

«— JlopeTT MHe KaK CecTpa, II03TOMY f X04y 3a00TUTHCS 0 HEll.

— 4 Tak oTiIM4YaloCch OT UAeanbHOro Bac.

— Xe#3en TH X0pollla caMa 110 cebe.»

Bo3moxHo, Cu3ud HUKOTTa 1 He [IorafbIBajiCs, 4YTO KaXK0e ero CJI0BO 3afieBaeT Xeu3ell 3a JKUBOeE.
o Toro, kak JIopeTT mpuiljia BO JBOPELl, OH OBUT €€ eQUHCTBEHHBIM APYTOM.

— 4 HapeloCh, YTO Te YyBCTBa, KOTOPHIE Bhl muTaeTte K JIOPETT, OCTaHYTCS HEM3MEHHBIMU.

Xeii3en ¢ TPyIOM yOaloCh 3aKOHYUThL CBOIO MBICTh. HECMOTPST Ha CBOM YYBCTBA K MYXKUYKHE, OHA
OblyTa B MOJTY IIepen HUM.

Oxn morub oT PYK AxumnneoHa, HO UMEHHO OHa Onlta l'IpI/I‘-II/IHOfI BCEro 3TOr0 HegonoHuMaHusa. KTo-to
IMpeaoCTaBUII UMIIEPATOPY BO3MOZXKHOCTD 0OBMHHUTH CBOIO HMIIepaTpHUIy.

— Xelzen, g He X049y PYIIUTE TO, YTO MEXKOY HaMH, - KaK HUKOI'Td HEZKHO IIPOU3HEC CI/I3I/I(1), - Mu
OBLIH OPY3bAMU C caMoi nepBoﬁ Halllen BCTpeYH, U 3TO HUKOT'Id HE U3MEHUTCA.

— IlpuHu, Bl npeqnaraeTe oCTaThCs APY3bsIMU?

Eé nuio uckasuna kpuBas yiri6ka. HecMOTps Ha BCe yCHUIIMSI, OHA He CMOTJIa CepKaTh CBOU
OyIIyolue SMOIUH.

— 4 - npunnecca Koponesctsa ['payun, a Bol - npunan UMnepuu Jemodoc.

— W Tonpko moToM MHI - Xeusden u Cusud.

Xeli3el BCE CUIbHEE IbITANTaCh YCIOKOUTH BYJIKaH 3MOIIMY B CBOel rpyau. Bce KoHueHo. [IpuHilecca
IIOMHMJIA TParedguio, KOTopas IPOU30IIyia 10 eé BuHe. Torga OHa 0TYasTHHO IEeMIsaachk 3a To, 4TO
HUKOTTa He MOTJIO el TpUHAa/JIeXkKaTh.

— {1 Hapetock, uTo BhI Bpens He OymeTe HAHOCUTH MHE CTOJIb OeCliepeMOHHEIX BU3UTOB. U Tak...
U KaxK TOnbKO Xer3esl 0TBEPHYJIacCh...
— 4 mepexwuBar.

OHa ycBIlaa HeKHBIN TOI0C. B 9TOT MOMEHT pyKa, CXBaTHBIIas €€ 3a MJIaThe, B3APOTHYA.

Xeiizen 3aMepria Ha MecTe.

“OH nepexwuBan.”



OTH cll0Ba paHUIM €€ 6e3 HOoXKa.
Iaxe 3ab6aBHO, YTO €T0 PEUM BCE eIIé MelCTBOBAIN Ha HeeE.

Brimu BpeMeHa, KOrfa 3a OJHO er0 CJIOBO OHa OBljla TOTOBA OTHATh BCIO ce0s, coemaTh BCE, YTO OH
IIOKeJIaeT, ¥ Bcerna ObITh PSIIOM.

Ho oHa ciumkom XO0pOoI1II0 3HaJla IeHy.

— Korpa s He yBunen Te06s Ha IPUBETCTBEHHOM 1lepeMOHUY U 6aly, TO S TOAyMaJl, YTO THl OUeHb
0osbHA. 4 CTOJIBKO IIPOCHUIT O BCTPeYe, HO TH BCETMla OTKAa3kIBalach.

Cusud BHTISOEN 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM.,

— [Touemy ke THI Tak nocTynuna? [laii MHe 3HATh, €CNIU S KaK-TO 3afeJl TBOU YYBCTBA, 5 BCE
HCIIPAaBIIIo...

Xenzen riy00Ko B3goxHYa. TpemneTHHI! Toj0C He 0CTaBIsA/I COMHEHUHM 0 UCKPEHHOCTH. ITO elle
6obIlle CBOTUIIO C YMa.

CunbHee cXaB KyJlaky, Xel3es 3aroBopura:
— He 3ab6nyxpatitecs. Kakoi Bpen Brl, 651aropofHbIN IPUHI] UMIIEPUY, MOTJIM HAHECTH MHE?

[puHIleCCa TPUIIOKUTIA BCE YCUIMsI, YTOOH He 00epHYThCs. Bo3Bpallasich, OHa MOHUMAa, YTO eCJIH
OBl ITOCMOTpETIa Ha Hero, TO 9T0 ObII0 OBl Tparegueii. Tak 4To Jydllle OCTABUTh BCE, KAK €CTh.

— 4 me#CTBUTENBHO YYBCTBOBAIa ce0s IJI0X0 U He X0Tesa, YTOO0B KTo-Tu00 BUaesl MeHs Takoi. Ha
3TOM BCE.

HecMmotps Ha yOexnenus Xeisen, Cusud coMHeBaCs.
— Taxk TH He clenuaJIbHO n3beraels MeHsa?

HeB3upas Ha CBOU MTOKTAOUCTHIN XapakTep, MyKUKMHa MOT OBITh 0 HEBO3MOXKHOTO YIPSIMEIM. BEIIO
TPYAHO TOBEPUTD, YTO AxumieoH u Cusud ObITM KPOBHEIMU OpPaThsIM, HO B TaKMe MOMEHTH COMHEHUN
He 0CTaBaJIoCh.

U cam ¢akT Toro, uto Cusud Ov aOCOMIOTHO IIpaB, OECIIOKOUI €.

— MoxeTe 0CTaBUTh MeHS, IoXKasnyiicta? MHe Hy>KHO OTHOXHYTh, - BEXKJIMBO, HO KOJIKO CKa3aJsa
Xet3en.

Ho gaxe aTo He 3actaBuyio Cusuda COBUHYTHCS C MecTa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, UMEHHO Xeii3en
MIPUIIIOCH COeNaTh IIePBHIY 1Iar.

— Ecnu Bel XOTHTe 0CTaThCS 3[ECh eIlé HeMHOTO, s IIOKUHY Bac, - cKa3asa mpuHIlecca u
HAIlPaBUIIaCh K OOKOBOM MBEPH OPaHKEpPeH.

— Xel3en.

Ycnoimas HpI/IGHI/I}KaIOU.II/IeCH, HeTepIIeJIMBhIE ATk, OEBYIIKA OCTAaHOBUJIACE.



HenpuBbIdyHO 3MOIMOHANBHEIN Cr3ud Momgomen 6amuxe.

— XBaTHUT YXOOUTb OT TEMHL. ECJIU ThI 37TUIILCS, TaK ¥ CKaXKU 00 9TOM.

— MHe 607BHO...

Croumno Xensen npouenTaTh 3T0, Kak CH3u(} MOCIEIIHO CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKY.
— [Ipoctu, TE TOpaHUIACH?

B ero kapux ria3ax BCIBIXHYIa MaHWKa. OH 3aMeTHII, 4YTO pyKa OeBYIIKM TOKpPaCHesa ¥ MPUIIyXJa.
Ho Xeiizen He OblTa YOUBIEHA, TaK KaK €€ HEBEPOSTHO HEXKHYIO KOXKY OBUIO JIETKO HATEPETh.

— 4 6maromapHa 3a Bamre 6ecrnokoicTBo, [Tpunir Cusud, - ckasasna Xe#3es, TPUKPHIBas IIaIbI0
KpaCHEBIe CJIe[EL.

— IIpocTtu meHs...
[TpuHIleCCa pa3BepHyJach U BHOBD MOMBITaNach yiuTy, Ho Cu3nud mepexBaTu e€.

— M&I BCTPETUIIKCH, KOTHA HaM OBLIO IO {BeHAAIaTh JIET, U C TOM IOPHI ObLIM HEpPa3mydHHl.
mpuexar Clofa C Lelblo.

[TouyBCTBOBaB HaBa/IUBIIEIOCS TSAXKECTh, XeH3eJ BIIOXHYIA.
— IlpocTuTe, ecnu 3TO Hallla IOCNIEOHSS BCTpeYa.

YeM [obllle OH U3BUHSJICS, TEM UCKpeHHee OBIJIA €T0 CJI0Ba U TEM yKacHee ce0sl UyBCTBOBaJa
Xer3en.

— 4 He TOHUMaIO, YTO TH HUMeEEIThb B BUAOy.

Xeii3es mBITANach fepxkaTh ce0st B pyKax. [1ociie CTONBKUX JIET OHA He X0Tejla CHOBA CTPafaTh OT
CBOETO IIPOIIOTO.

— 4 Hapymmn cBoé obelanue, IOTOMY 4TO JIOPETT IoTepsiaa Co3HaHKe OT TEIJIOBOTO yaapa.

OHa peKpacHO IOMHUJIA 3TOT LeHb, Bedb 3TO ObLI IIOCNIEOHUY pa3, Korna oHa Bupena Cusuda. Torma
OHU JOTOBOPUJIKCH BMECTE MOUTH HA MUKHUK, HO CTOMJIO MIPUHIY YCIHIIATh, 4TO JIOPETT CTAJIO IIJI0XO0
BO BpEMsI IIPOTYJIKH, OH TYT K€ TIOMYAJICS K TBOPILY.

«JleHb OBLI COMTHEYHBIN, HO MMKHUK OTMEHUIIH, a BCIO eIy, KOTOPYI0 Xei3es TakK TIIaTeIbHO
TOTOBHJIA, BEIOPOCHIIN.

Cusud Tak ke, KakK U celiyac, u3BUHSAJICSA nepen Xeusen. OH MOCIEINUI K Hell cpa3y, KaK HaBeCTHUJ
JIopeTT, HO BCE pPaBHO OI0O3[a/l Ha UX BCTPeYy.

— Pa3zBe ofelanue, KOTOPOE TH MHE [Iajl, YTO-Tu00 3HAYMUIIO?
— JlopeTT moTepsinia co3HaHue. Y MeHs He ObIJI0 BEIOOpA.

— Y Heé ecTb NpUABOPHHIYM Bpad! Kakas pasHuIla: psgoM Thl C HEW WU HET?



— Jla, HO THI Bellb €€ cecTpa, Xewnses, - ObIcTpo mobaBun Cusud.

B aror moMeHT Xeii3es MOrJia sICHO BUIETh Pa304apoBaHue, KOTOPOe BHE3AITHO IIPOSIBUIIOCH B Ij1a3ax
Cuzuda.»

OTO MOTJIO CIIYYUTHCS C HUM, KOT/Ia OH B TIOCTIEOHUM pa3 IMocelan ABOPell, HO, KaK AyMaoch Xeu3erl,
3TO MIPOM3OIIIJIO YKe JaBHEIM-TaBHO. TeM He MeHee, CTPAHHO OILIYIIATh X KUBOCTh 9TUX 3MOIIHH.

KoHeuHO, KpoMe 3TOr0 CIy4asi, OH He pa3 ¥ He [Ba HapylIas faHHBIE el obentanus pagu JIoperTr.
Tak Bcerma Ov1710 ¥ OYOET.

Cu3sud Obin CKIIOHEH 00JIbIlle IepekKBaTh 3a IEPBYI0 BCTPEYHYIO IEeBYIIKY, YeM 3a OpyxKO0y, KoTopas
He ¥MeJia TPaHULL.

— HpI/IHLI, 3TO BCE B IIPOIIIIOM. He 3Haro, II04YeMy y ME€HS 3TO BEIPBAJIOCE. HpOH.Iy MEH{ ITPOCTUTH. B
TOT O€Hb... A IIpoCTO Oblza 04YeHsb 371a. Tak YTo IIPUMHUTE MOU U3BUHEHNI.

Cusud HeBUAAIIUM B3rJIAA0M yCTaBUJICA Ha Xen3esl. Y3-3a paBHOOYIITHOTO TOHA TPUHIIECCH
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO IPUYKUHA €€ TPYCTHU - JTOXKE.

— Mt&I ¢ ToOO¥ Tak JaBHO 3HAKOMHI, He HY2KHO Hel0OlleHUBaTh Hallll OTHOIIEeHUs. Xel3es, Ml Bcerfia
OBUIH IPY3bSIMU.

YcnpiiaB cKa3aHHOe, IPHHIIECCA IT0Kavasa TOJI0BOM.
— Borbiie - HeT, - ¢ ynpIOKOM Tpor3Heca Xenser.

— Torga MbI GbLIM HEPA3TyYHEI, HO Celiyac BCE MO-APYTroMy, TakK Beob? Ml OOJIbIlle He JeTH, MBI
IIOB3POCTIENIH... Y KaXKI0T0 U3 HaC eCTh CTpaHa, KOTOPYI0 Mbl 00513aHBI 3alUIaTh. J UMelo B BULY,
MaxXke eclid paHbIIle MBI JTAAUIIH, TO Cefdac 3TO y2Ke HEBO3MOXKHO.

“BCé KOHUMIOCH B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTa OH ITOJIOXKMUII Tr71a3 Ha JlopeTT. { momkHa Oblna MOHSATH 3TO
paubie.”

OHa MoTJ1a JIHIIb OTPHUIIATH BCE 9TO, HO BCIIOMHHUIJICA OOUH NEHb, KOI'la BCE pa3neTennoCk Ha KYCOYKH.

«ThI X04elb, 4TOOH 51 cuedna? 4 3aiimy Oojiee BEICOKOE TI0JI0KEHUE, YeM ThI, ¥ Oyy CMOTPETh Ha
Tebs CBEICOKA.»

B ToT menb MmnepaTop oOusn Xetzen. OHa BOIIIa B €TI0 MMOKOW U He TIOKKIasla UX OecsaTh gHeu. Her,
OHa He MOTJIa BHIOpaThCs. AXUJITIEOH IIPOCTO He TTO3BOJIUII €Ml YUTH.

E#t TakKe OBbIJIO BCE paBHO, UTO JIIOAX ITOAHUMAJIY IIIyMUAXY BOKPYT TOTO, YTO OHA IpOfiajia CBOe TeJo.
OTO He UMeeT HUKAKOTO 3HAaUYEHUs [IJIsT YeJIoBeKa, Yel MUp yxke OBUT pa3pyLIeH.

[TycTh Tak, HO OHa X0Tejla 0CTaThCS B UX cepAuax. U Bullig 4epe3 HecsATh JHEU U3 IIOKOEeB
uMIneparopa, Xen3sen Oblla IPOBO3IJIallleHa UMIIepaTpuliel. Bce KIIaHAINCh U CKIIOHSIU TOJIOBEL
nepen Hel.

Ona Onlsta TOM, KTO coOnMa3HuIa HMIIEpAaTOpa CBOUMM TEJIOM U Ha[eJla KOPOHY. W, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
Xeu3sern cTana HMHepanI/IHefI, KOTOpasa mo0uiia CBOEro OeBeps U IIpefalia CBOETro MyxKa.



Xeit3en cMoTpesia IpsiMo B nuilo Cusudy.

— Boreie - Het. [IpuHI, y Bac 6osbllie HET Opyra, - CIOKOMHO 3asBuiIa Xeuserl.

— IloTOoMy 4TO £ Tak pelua.
— Xel3e, 9TO TakK He I10X0XKe Ha TeOs.
IeBy1mka xoTena 6b110 cipocuth: “Torga Kakas s1?”

Ona IIPOTJIOTHUIIA 3TH CJIOBA, YTO, Ka3aJIOCh, OHK CTAJIi KOMOM B IropJjie. Briyto 6ecrieyHo BOT Tak BOT
BBEITIJIECKHNBATh CBOM OMOIHH.

— IIpoury, 3a6yabTe BCIO MO IPy0OCTh, 3TO OBLIO MIPOCTO PeGSIIECTRO.

Hemuoro otctynus, Xel3en nmokmorunack Cusudy.

— IToxanyiicTta, yxogure.

3acTaB IIpUHIlAa BpacIlyIoX, IpHHIlecca BHIXBATHIa Y HETO CBOIO IIaslb.

— Bbonpine He genayd Tak. He mogmHMMay Moe Iany U He MPEKIOHSKUCS Iepen MHOM.
“Te0e ¥ Tak eCThb mepeq KeM MPeKIOHIThCS.”

Ho aTtu cnoBa Tak u He OBIIH IIPOU3HECEHHI.
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