— He Tporaii MmeHs, OEMOH...

OH cMOTpen Ha Heé CBepXy BHU3 CBOMMU CUHUMH, [TOJIHEIMU XO0JI0fa, TJla3aMH.
— Tol yKaceH 4 KeCTOoK... Kak Thl MOT Tak IIOCTYIIUTh CO CBOUM OpaToM?..

— Heyxenu u3-3a ero cMepT# TBOE cephle pa3duTo?

— Her-net! Mexny MHO#M u Cu3udom HUYETo He ObIo!

Xeli3en BXKajach B KPOBaTh.

— Ho uTo0 s momxkeH Obin menath? ThH - MOSI K€Ha, Ia ¥ CYIIeCTBYIOT efla ropa3no 6ojiee BaXHEe,
yeM XKHU3Hb MOero Opara.

— Yro?..

— BrimonHsii cBou 06593aHHOCTH, XeW3ell, IIOTOMY YTO 51 BCer/ia BBIIIOIHSIO CBOU.
OH 11eTOHBKO ITPOBET ITaIblieM 110 €€ JIUIY U OCTAHOBUJICS Ha 1ofgbopoakKe.

Ero 6e3mMepHO MATKHE ¥ HEXKHBIE KACaHUS 3aCTaBUIIM XeW3el JbIIIaTh ellé riyoxe.
— YT0 THI MMeelllb B BUAY?

['y6rr AXHTITIEOHA PACI[BEH B YIIHIOKE.

— TBOW CyIpyKeCKuil JOr.

— T8l cymaciienmui. ..

Ona mobnenHena.

— 9T0 caMasi TPOCTast Belllb, KOTOPYIO CYIIPYT MOXKEeT IIOJIYYUTh OT CBOEH KeHH. [loueMy e TH Tak
cebs Bememn?

OH yTKHYJICS JULOM B 1Ier0 Xel3eln u 3acMesnics. Ero rimasa MrHOBEHHO 3arOpesuch, KOraa OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KakK OBICTPO OLETCS Cepfilie CYIPYTH.

— Pa3Be He 110 3TOM NpPHUYMHE THl CTajla UMIepaTpullen?
“OTnycTy MeHs, OTIyCTH Xke...”

Xew3en yoapuia MyKa B IIJIeYO0 ¥ MOIBITAIaCh CTONKHYTh €r0 ¢ ce6st HoraMu, HO ©UMIIepaTop OBICTPO
CXBATHII €€ 3a JIONbIXKKY, yIepXKUBast Ha MECTe.

— Cnymat MeHsI OYeHb BHUMATEJILHO: ST UMeIO IIOJTHOe ITPaBo 3aBlafeTh ToO0M B 1I060M MeCTe U B
mo6oe BpeMsi. M ecu THI X0Yellb, YTOOBI MBI 1Ak 9TO Ha JIIOASX, TO S C PAJOCTHIO BEIIIOIHIO TBOE
JKeJlaHue...

[Tocne 3Tux cnoB Xel3en Ha MTHOBEHHUE InepecTaia COIIPOTUBIIATECS U JIMIIb 3aTaWjla ObIXaHHE,



Haliomas 3a TeM, Kak UMIIEPaTop CHUMAaET C Heé€ OfeXkAy.

— Her, moxanyiicta, npekpaTu!

[TpoTsAHYB PYyKy, OHa 130 BCEX CUJI TOJIKHYIa AXUIIJIEOHA, HO OH AaXKe He COBUHYJICS C MeCTa.
OHu ¢ caMOro Hayaja He IIOAXOAUIIH APYT APYTY.

MyxurHa OblT cuil€H U 6e3xkanocteH. CBoMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMu OH OecCIIOoIafHO 3ape3arl
Cuzuda, ¥ OT OIHOM JUIIb MBICJIH, YTO Celiyac OH 3THMHU XKe pyKaMu 0OHUMaeT e€, UMIIepaTpulle
CTaJIO TOIIIHO.

— Cuzud... Yto ke MHe fenaTh?..
HWmmepaTop OCTaHOBUIICS.

— U paxe B TaKOY MOMEHT THI 30BEIIL Moero OpaTa. CoBceM He G6€CIIOKOUIILCS O COOCTBEHHOM
cectpe?

Ycneimas 310, Xeun3en MUPOKO pacKphlia rjia3a.

— Jloperr...

— 0-0-0, Temepb TH BCIIOMHUJIA O HEU?

OT TaKoro HaCMeIIINBOI0 TOHA Xel3esl BCTPelleHyJslach U IOCMOTpesia Ha AXUIeoHa.
— YTo TH COENnan c MOei CecTpou?

— Hy...- oH ocmenuTenbHO YABIOHYICS, - @ KaK Thl fyMaelb?

Ot aToro Bompoca 1o Teny Xer3sen nmpobexany MypalIku.

— OrBeyaii MHe. TOJIBKO HE TOBOPH, YTO... HET... HET...

— Xax?

HaxMypuBIINCh, OH TIOCMOTpPEIT Ha XKEHY.

— Trl IpopmonKaelb IepeKuBaTh 0 CBOIHOM CeCTPe II0CJIe TOTO, KakK Cliajia C e€ MyxkeM? Xei3esn, Th
yXkKacHa.

JleroHbKO IPUKYCUB I'y0y OEBYILIKY, OH IPOU3HEC:
— 4 9yBCTBY10 ce0s1 OCKBEPHEHHEIM, IPHKACasACh K TBOEMY I'DSI3HOMY Telly.

Ero nuio uckasuioce B y2KaCHOU rpuMace. Xeu3esl Co cjle3aMu Ha Ijla3ax [I0CMOTpesia Ha
AxuneoHa.

— OrtBeTh ke MHe...X0T4... HeT... He HyXHO...

OHa 60s171aCh YCIIBIIIIATh €TI0 OTBET, TO3TOMY M He CMOTJIa JJOTOBOPHUTE. [laxke OT OOHOU MBICIIH O TOM,
YTO OH MOXKET CKa3aTh, € CTAHOBUIIOCH HEBEIHOCHMO OOJIBHO.

— TrI He xo4els 3HATL?



— JlepXka B pyKax Teyio MyXa, JIOpeTT IOKOHYMIIA KU3Hb CAMOYOUICTBOM.
— YT0?..

— He nmepexuBaii, 1 TOXOPOHUI UX B 0gHOM Trpoby. ITogyMarn, 4To B OTHIe/IbHOM et OymeT
HEBLIHOCHMO OJIMHOKO.

— [ToueMy XKe TH TaK paccTpoeHa? He xouers, 4ToOOH OHU Jaxe MOCe CMePTH ObLIM BMECTe?

Xeii3enn B MTHOBEHME OKa I06JeHe Na, CJIOBHO MEPTBEIl, U BCE Ke 4yTh MPUOTKPHIIA IO 3TOTO
Ka3aBIIHECS HaBeYHO 3aCTHIBIIUMHY T'yOHIL.

— V0eit meHs.

Kak TonmpKO MyzK4YHMHA yCIIbIIIan TpeboBaHue Xen3el, ero rima3a TYMaHHO OJIeCHYIIH.
— Y06e#t mens. [Ipomry, mpocTo yOei!

— He Mory moBepuTh, YTO TH IPOCUILIL COOCTBEHHON CMEPTH.

[IIéNKHYB S3BIKOM, OH CXBATHUJI €€ JIUI0 U IPUKAJ K CBOEMY.

— Joporasi, XOpOIIIeHbKO MOAyMal Ieper TeM, KakK MIPOCUTh 0 TAKOM. A eCITH ThI BCE JKe TIOKOHYHIITh C
co0oH...

— ...TO B 3TOT Xe IeHb KOPOJIEBCTBO, TaK 00uMoe T000I0, CropuT HoTIa. OTell, BEIABIINH T04Yb
3aMyk, 4TOOHI Ta U3MeHsIJIa CBOeMy O1aroBepHOMY, MyafIe OpaThs U BCE OCTAJIbHEIE. ..

— CyMacuenmuy Mep3asel... Byap TE IPOKIAT!

AXUIITIEOH PacCMesICs, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO UTO YCIIBIIIAI ClafKoe IPU3HaHKe B JIIOOBU.
— KaxeTcsi, s OBIT IPOKJIAT €I1€ aBHBIM-IaBHO.

— YTO THI UMeeLIb B BUAY?..

— 9TO CIIy4YuI0Ch B TOT CaMBIX I€Hb, KOTHa g CTaJl 3aJI0KHUKOM YYBCTB, BIIOOMBIINCH B UEPTOBY
IIPUHIIECCY.

[TogoOHast 3Mee, TOKPHITOM TJIagKOW Yelllyel, X0IogHas pyKa UMIlepaTopa KOCHYJIach eKH CYyIIPyTH.
Xeii3es1 0XBaTUJIO JiefleHs1lee KPOBb YYBCTBO, KOTJa OHA B3TJITHYJIa Ha HeT0. AXUIIEOH TpuXKal K
cebe Cynpyry u cKasall:

— Mgz OymeM BMeCTe faze Iocjie CMepTH, Belb Tak?

— He uMeeT 3HaYeHUs, K1UBa Thl UM MEPTBA, Xeu3el. Thl - TOJIBKO MOS.



AXuIe0H moleioBa eé B 100, ¥ 9TOT MOy CTal [AJisI KMIIEPATPHUIIEI IION00reM IedYaTn
HaKa3aHUs.

— W THI BCE el1I€ He BHITIOIHUIIA CBOM CYIPYXKECKUM HOJT, He IIpaBaa Jiu?
BcTpeTuBLINCh C HETIOHUMAIOIIUM B3TISIA0M Xeii3es, OH YCMEeXHYIICS:

— Ham HyXeH peOeHOK.

— Yro?..

— Hame guts, KOTOpoe CTaHeT HaClegHUKOM 3Tou MMnepuu.

[Tpomoskasi TOBOPHUTH, MYyKYHMHA 3abpasicsi pyKo# mojl €€ TOHKYI0 HOYHYIO pyOallky.
— OTO TBOH [OJT, MOSI UMIIEpaTPHUIIA.

— Her, ocTaHOBuCH!

OH rmy00KO0 B3[OXHYJI, IPUXKUMas €€ XPYNKOe, HETIOCTYITHOE TeJIO K CBOel TPy[X U yIOBIETBOPEHHO
yNBIOHYJICS, YyBCTBYS, KaK KOJIOTUTCS CepAle Xeuzer.

— Ponu MHe peGEHKa 1 TOrHa BCE 00s13aTeIbHO HaTagUTCS.

)%k

C Toro camoro fHs, KaK UMIIepaTop yOus cBoero 6parta, a CeCcTpa ero XKeHbl TOKOHYKIIA XKU3Hb
camMoyOHMCTBOM, UMIlepaTpHlia Oblyia 3amepTa 6e3 BO3MOKHOCTH BHIPBATHCS M3 CBOEM CIIaIbHHU.

Heckonbko fiHel oHa Oblyla 3aTO4Y€Ha 3a OBEPHI0 C OTPOMHBIM 3aMKOM U OKHAMHU C IIPOYHBIMU
pelIeéTkamMu, He UMes IIpaBa y3HaTh, UYTO IIPOUCXOIUT 3a IpefielaMi €€ KOMHATHL.

Cnyru, npuexasliye ¢ Hell U3 0TYero foMa, Obiyid 06e3TriaBieHbl, U AXUIIJIEOH TIPUCIIal CBOUX, TaK
YTO HECYaCTHOMU XKeHIMHEe He K KOMY ObIsI0 00paTUTHCS 3a ITOMOIIBIO.

IIeHb 3a DHEM OHA XKHJa B 3TOM yayuIawoiiei o6cTaHOBKe. Kaxkyio HOYb K Hell IPUXOOUI
MMIIepaTop, KPenKo CKHUMaJl B CBOUX O0BSATUSX, a TIOCTIe YXOMHUIL.

OpHaxOsl TO3THUM BeYepoM CYTIPYT IIPUILEN K Xel3ell ¥ He BEIXOAUII BIJIOTh 0 3aKaTa CIeTYyIOUIero
nHs1. TOJIBKO TI0 €€ TUXOMY U PEOKOMY ITa4y CIyKaHKKM CMOTJIU TIOHSITh, YTO OHA [0 CHX ITOP JKUBA.

VimmepaTpuiia Ovlna 3aTouyeHa B KOMHATe caMOM BBICOKOM OalllHY, Kyfia HUKOMY HeJb3s ObLI0
BXOAUTE. Eif TO3BOJISITIOCH JIUIIIb €CTh, TPUHUMATh BAHHY U TPOXOAUTh B CMEXKHYIO KOMHATY.

Tak oHa IIpoBesa yKe HeCKOJIBKO IHEU U HOUYeH.

TopHUYHAS, CTOSIBIIAS C MOTYIPUKPHITBIMU T'Jla3aMH 3@ IBEPhI0 IIOKOEB UMIIePATPHIIH,
BCTpeEIeHyJlack, KaK TOJIBKO 3Ta IBEPh pacliaXHyJach.

— Bamre Bennuectso.

JIuno umnepaTopa, KOTOpoe CIyKaHKa He BUMella yXKe Iapy [Hel, O0p10 MpayHeIM. OOHAKO BCE
IIpoYee Ka3aJloCh BIOJHE OOLIEHHEIM U, BCE T€ 3BYKH, YTO JOHOCUJIUCE U3 CIlaJbHU, He OBLIH
TaJUTIOIMHALIMEe .



Axunneon KUBHYII I“OpHPI‘-IHOfI, KOTOpPad CMOTpPeEJIa Ha HeTO. [To aTOM KOMaHme ClIyru 6bICTpO OTKDPBHBIJIA
ABEPb, BEOYIIYIO B IIOKOX UMIIEPATPUIEI, U KdK TOJIBKO OHA PACIIaXHYJIaCh, BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX
OXBaTHJIa aTMoccbepa MpaKa, CJIOBHO OHH II€PECEKIIN BpaTa afa.

B KoMHaTe CTOs/Ta HEMPOTISAHAS ThMa, U U3-3a He€ ObIIO TPYOHO Pa3/IMYHUTh, KOTa BCXOOUT COJTHIIE
WU XK€ TIOSIBIISIeTCS ayHa. K cloBy, OBIJIO IOBOJIBHO TSXKEJI0 IIOBEPHUTH, YTO Celdac MOJIIeHb.
EnvHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM CJ1ab0T0, MepIliaiollero cBeta Oblyia yKe Tielas ropenka.

— HMmMnepaTpuna?

OHU yBUEHU TYCKIYIO QUTYPY B TeMHOTe. ITO Oblna Xel3el, HEIOABUKHO JiexKalllasi Ha KPOBaTH.
CnyxaHKy ObICTPO IOAHSYN €€ U IIyO0KO B3[OXHY/IM, KOTHA YBULEH JIULIO JEBYIIKHU.

— PaspemvnTe HaM BEIMEITE Bac?

Cnyru ene-ene pa30ynunu uMIepaTpully, 60blie IOXOAKUBIIYI0 Ha MepTBella, HexXKeJu Ha KKUBOT0
yesoBeKa. Kasanoch, 4To meByIIKe yxe Obla 6e3pa3nuyHa e€ ganbHelmas cynbba. Ciayru Obiu
BLIHYXK[IEHEl HeCTU XeW3esl B BaHHY.

—du ImogyMaTh He MOTI'JIa, YTO €TI0 BeJIN4eCTBO OIIYCTUTCSA TaK HHU3KO.

OpnHa U3 CIIy2KaHOK TSIKeJI0 B3J0XHYIIa, II0JIUBas Xe#3el TeIIoN BOMo, Malblie CTeKAIOIIeH 110
TeJTy, IOKPBEITOMY ClIeJaMK ITPOLUUION HOYM. [OpHUYHEIE HaYaIl OCTOPOXKHO IPOTUPAThH TEJI0
JKEHIIUHEL, TI0KA caMa CTpafanuiia 6€3BObHO IIOBUCTIA Ha KPalo BAHHOM.

KymanbHs Gblyia HAllOTHEHA MEOUITMHCKUM OTBAPOM, KOTOPHIH OBICTPO IPUBOOUIT TEJIO U AYIIY B
nopsanok. Kaxkabli pa3, KOrfa OHY TLIATeIbHO IIPOTUPAIU BOAOU KOXKY C OTMETUHAMY,
OCTaBJIEHHEIMU UMIIEPAaTOPOM, Ka3aa0Ch, YTO C HEMBIX YCT XeH3ell CPHIBaICA CTOH.

— Bepnpb oH Obl Tak 0oOp... IX OTHOIIIEHUS BHITJISAEH TaK, CJIOBHO OH TOTOB OBIIT ITOJTOXKHUTH BCIO
UMIIEPHIO K €€ HOraM.

— 1pI...

Crapias ciayKaHKa IIPUJIOKUIIa CBOM manell K rybaM. K cuacTsio, Xeii3en nexkana B BAaHHOM, He
IIPOSIBIISASE HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB 3aUHTEPECOBAHHOCTH.

— Bawm uto, xuTh Hapoesno? Ecnu emé xoTh pa3 OymeTe TOBOPUTH O TaKUX IJIYIOCTSIX, TO Ballll
TOJIOBHI TOXKeE TIOJIETSAT C IIJIeY.

— IToaTomy creguTe 3a sI3IKOM. Wy BbI 3a0bITH, UTO CITYYUIIOCH C IPEABIAYIIUMY ciiyramMu? I1pocTo
BBITIOJIHSMTE CBOIO paboTy.

[Tocne x1agHOKPOBHEIX YTPO3 CTApIel, CIIyKaHKa, YTO IPOTUPania Telo Xel3es, OIyCTUlIa e€ PyKy U
IPUCTYIUNIA K LIee.

Ho crapias ropHrYHas gaxe mIocje BCero TOro, YTo CKa3ajla OHa caMa, He MOrjla OTBECTU OT
VMMIIepaTPULbl CBOU I'PYCTHHIN B3TJIAL.

— M&I He B CHJIaX U3MEHUTH IIPOIIIIOe, TO3TOMY Jydlle 3a0bITh 00 3TOM BCEM.



— Jla, g moHUMAIO.
— Wpu, npuHecu ofeXay U MojoTeHna. 4 caMa 37ech yOepych.
— BypeT coenaHo, MagaM.

CnyxkaHKa OT/I0XKWIa I'yOKy, IIOOHSIACh CO CBOET0 MecTa U Iepef TeM, Kak ObICTPO MTOKUHYTh
BaHHYIO KOMHATY, B3TJITHYJla Ha Xel3eJl, HeIIOOBUKHO JIeXKallylo B ropsiuelt Bofe.

YBunes 9Ty KaPTHUHY, I''TaBHasA TOPHUYHAA JIAIIL ITIOKaYalla TOJI0BOM U IIpUIIOOHAIACE.

Kak TonbKO [eByIlKa, IOKUHYBINAS BaHHY, TPUTOTOBUIIACH MTOJTYYUTh OI€XK/Y, CITy’KaHKa,
OTBeYalollas 3a Bell[d UMIIePATPHUIIEI, OCTOPOXKHO C Hel 3aroBOpHUIIa.

— KcraTy, mpaBfa, 4TO BeIUKHHU TepIror ¥ UMIIepaTpUIla BCTPEYaluCh?..

— Lnm! Ecnu cTapias yClbIIUT 3TO, TO CHOBA OyZeT Ha HaC KpU4aTh, - TOCIIBIIAJICS TUXUH OTBET
IIEPBOU CIIyKaHKHU.

[Tocrne aTUX CIOB BTOpas IPUKPHIJIa CBOU POT PyKou. Ho OHM maxke He gorafgblBaiuCh, YTO UX
pasroBop OBLI CIIBIIIEH Yepe3 IIPUOTKPHITYI0 IBEPh KOMHATHI.

Xet3en cmabo IPUOTKPLIIA Ia3a.
“MEI He B CHJIaX U3MEHUTH IIPOIIIOe, TO3TOMY JIyulile 3a0bTh 00 9TOM BCEM.”
Pa3yMm ummnepaTpuibl Hayasl MPOsICHATHCS, KOT[la OHa Hayaja CHOBa M CHOBa IIPOKPYYUBaTh 3TU

CJIOBA Yy ce0s B TOJIOBE.
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