— [Touemy THI femaens 3T0?

— Tal crpamuBaenss, mouyeMy? [ToToMy 4TO S 3aX0TeN 9TOTO, U 3TO, 3HAEIb JIX, IPUHECIIO HeMaJioe
yOoBOJILCTBUE. He Xouemrb B3rISHYTh?

Ero romoc 3actaBun Xei3esn 3agpoxkaTth. Bropas pyka e€ MyKa BCE eIll€ Obljla CKphITa IMIUPOKUM
[IePEBOM.

BOprT OBIJIO TaK TEMHO, YTO UMII€EPATPUIIAd HE MOT'JIa JaXKe YBUOETh OU4ePTaHUs TOT0, YTO OH TaK
KPEeIKOo gep2Kall.

— Tl Ke 3HaeM b, 4To g He 110067110 KpoBb. OHA ITyTraeT MeHs.
— He MoxeT OBITE.
*CTyK

Xeii3es pacCesiHHO ITOCMOTpera Ha AxuiieoHa, OPOCHUBIIETO YTO-TO B €€ CTOpPoHy. Ha mur Xeizen
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BPEMS OCTAHOBUJIOCH, €1 CTaJ0 TPYOHO [OBIIIATh.

[Tocrne TOro Kak OHA MOHSJIA, YTO 3TO OBINa 3a «go0BYa», KOTOPYI0 OPOCUIH K €€ HOTaM, OHa, ClellaB
OBICTPHIN U TIyOOKUYM BIOX, MOMSITHIACH Ha3a[.

— 0-0-0... Her...

AXUNe0oH Me[JIEHHO IofoIen K Xel3es, KOTopas TSXkKeo Oblana.
— Hy kak Te6e? Muno, He mpaBfa u?

— Bame BenuuecTso, Baile BenryecTso...

— 4 - My, KOTOpHIH Ta€T CBOEM KeHe BCE, UTO e€ Aylla IoXKeIaeT.
B3rnsauyB Ha «mo0b4y» Ha 3eMiie, Xei3esl BHOBL IIOMBITANIaCh OTOUTH.

— [ToueMmy XKe TH yXomuIh? Pa3Be 3To - He TBOM BO3m00eHHHN? He yberaii.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He nu1o TBoero MoboBHUKA? MU TH COXKaleellb, YTO OH MEPTB?
— AXUIeoH, 4YTo, YEPT BO3bBMH, - 3TO TaKoe?

CnoBa, cneTaBiire C €€ ApoxkKalux ry0, ObI/IA efiBa CIIBIIITHEL.

— He cMmelt Tak K0 MHe 0OpaIaThCs.

OH cKa3zaJl 3TO C IevyalbHON U OTHOBPEMEHHO KPacuBOM yIEI0KOM, HO OHA COBEPIIEHHO He ITOAX0aUIa
€ro OKpPOBaBJIEHHOMY JIULY.

Xeii3en Ka3ajaoch, YTO HAIIPOTHUB HEE CTOUT NEMOH B O0IUYUU MyXKa.

— O uém TBI OyMasa, Korma 6ecurciieHHOe KOINYeCTBO pa3 BRHIKPUKKMBaIa MOE UM, KOTa



IpUXKUMasaach KO MHE?
— 4... 4... 970...

YeMm Onuke IOAXONUT UMIIEPATOp, TEM CUJIbBHEE YYBCTBOBAJICA 3anax KpoBu. OH CTasl HAaCTOJIBKO
CUJIBHBIM, 4TO Xeu3eJl I04yBCTBOBasla TOLIHOTY.

— Hy Xe, ckaxxu MHe, 0 YEM THI fyMasa? Thl IpefcTaBiisina, Kak 00XBaThIBaelllh HOTAMU 3TOTO
YyeJI0BeKa BMECTO MEHS, MPUKKUMasiCh BCeM TeJIOM, He TaK Jiu?

Xeii3en He MOTJIa HU4Yero otBeTuTh. OHa 3agpozKaja, KOrga BCTPETUIIACH C IIYCTHIM B3TJISIAOM
cynpyra. Kasanoch, 4To OH CMOTpPEJ B HUKY/Ia, flaXke He 3aMeydas e€.

OH Bcerpa OblT 0OYEHb HeKeH C Helt. CITyxXu 0 TOM, YTO OH pa3zKHUTaTellb BOMH, TO, YTO OeCYUCIIEHHBIE
TOJIOBBEI, OTCEYEHHEIE er0 Me4YOM, MOTJIM 3aII0JTHUTh BCE PEKHM KOHTHHEHTA, Ka3aJiuCh el 4eM-TO
OTHOAIEHHLIM ¥ HEMBICTIUMEIM.

Ho cerogus Xeiizesn cMoriia yoOemuThCSA caMa, 0 Y€M UMEHHO ObIIM 9TH Y3KaCHBIE CIyXU. ITO ObLIN He
IIPOCTO BRITYMKH UJIA YEH-TO 3aTOBOP CO 3JILIM YMEICTIOM, HET. OTO Obl/la YKMCTas IpaBaa.

AxumneoH OOX0OANII BCe O6nuxke 1 Onuxke. Mcnyrasimmce, Xeli3elnl pa3BepHysach u nobexana. Ho B
3TOT XK€ CaMBI MUT €€ JIOBKO MOMMay U MPUTSHYIU Ha3am.

— A-ax!

VimmepaTop 06BUII ¥ KPETIKO CXKaJl €€ Talllio OMHOW PYKOM, a BTOPOM CXBATHUJI 3@ BOJIOCH], 3aCTaBUB
M30aTh 00JIe3HEHHHIN CTOH.

— TleuansHO BuAeTh Cusuda B TAaKOM COCTOSTHUY, ITpaBaa? M 9To BCE MMocIie TOTo, KakK OH THajcs 3a
TOOOM, Be[b TH TaK €My HpaBuiack. Thl IPOSIBNISJIa K HEMY CTOJIbKO BHUMaHMs, a ceifidac Tak MPOCTO
yberaetns?

— Her, Her, HeT. Bcé He Tak!

Briyi0 0ueBUHO, YTO AXUIIJIEOH IIOHSI YTO-TO HEIIPABUJIBHO.

— OT10 HenpaBga. KTo ckasas Takyio IIynocTs? A-ax!

Xel3es BCKPUKHYJIA, KOTTla OH BHE3AITHO 3aBeJl €€ PYKY 3a CIUHY, 00JIbHO BHIBEPHYB.

— Trl BHIIITIA 3aMyK 3a MeHsI, YTOOH! Yallle BCTpedaThCs C HUM, He Tak Ju? 3a MOed CIIUHOU
IIPUBOANIIA €r0 B MOIO XK€ CIla/IbHI0, YTOOH! CHOIIATHLCS, CJIOBHO KUBOTHEIE, 5 IIpaB?

[Tocnelmancs enBa CHABIIIHEIY MIENOT. XeW3eN TAKe0 B3TOXHYIa U N30 BCEX CUJI TOIBITalach
BBIPBATHCSA U3 €r0 XBATKHU.

— Ckaxu MHe, Xel3e, pa3Be g ommnbdaiocs?

Ona Morna ckKa3aTh CYIIpyTYy, 4TO 3TO HEIIPaB[dad, YTO 3TO BCEr0 JINIIb HEONOIIOHMMaHNe, 3&6Hy}KI[eHI/Ie.
CkazaTh, 4TO OHa I00uIIa TOJIBKO €T0, YTO OHA HUKOTITIa Ob He COBEPIIKIa TaKO€e MMPECTYIIJIEHNnE,



Be[b OHa U3 06IarOPOHON CEMBH...

Ho...

— Xax?

...CMOTpSI B €T0 TJla3a, CUSIONINE YUCTHM 6e3yMrueM, OHa He MOTJIa BEIMOJIBUTE U CJIOBaA.

[Tocne Bcero cka3aHHOTO AXUJIJIEOHOM U M3-3a OJOJIEBIIETO €€ CTpaxXa Xel3el IoTepsia Jap Peyu.
— Kaxertcs, TH faxe He MOXKEIb OTPUIATh TOTO.

— IloxkamyiicTa, OTIIYCTH MEHS, YMOJISIO. ..

ViMmepaTop mepecTa MBICIUTE 3APaBo, TOIBKO U fesall, YT0 0€CCMBICIEHHO TOBOPHII.

— Hy-ny, Hert, Xeiuzern.

— OTO TOJIBKO Havallo.
Ero nu1o uckasuia xkecTokas ynboka.

)%k

YTO-TO XOJIOOHOE ¥ BIIaXKHOE KOCHYJIOCH €€ juia. Pa3, BTopoii. Xe#3es cTajga HEeBOJIBHO IIPOCHIIATHCS
OT PYKH, KOTOpasi, TO Kacanach eé n6a, To - €KY U ITEI0.

— Brl npocHynuCh?

[Toxm mpoxXaImuMy BeKaMu OBITI0 3aMETHO ABUXKEHUE €€ Tr1a3. KTo-To pa3roBapuBall ¢ He, HO TOJ0C
OLLJI He3HAKOM.

Kaxppiii pa3, Kak TOJIbKO OHa IPOCHINanach, IepBEIM, KTO XKeJjajl el 1oOporo yTpa, OB €€ MyXK.

[TonenoBaB e€ B 1100, OH TUXOHBKO BHICKA/Ib3bIBAJI U3 [IOCTENIM, YTOOH! 3aHATHCS elaMy, UTH Xe
HEeXXHO U JIaCKOBO OymUTI e€, 4TOORI IPOBeCTH 0OJIbIle BpeMeHU BMecTe. Tak HauuHanI0Ch 00BIYHOE
yTPO UMIIepaTOpa U ero CylpyTH.

TouHee, Tak OBIIIO paHbIIIE.

“9rto0 3TO 3a MecTo?”

Hes3HakoMbIe CTEHBI C BEJIMKOIEITHEIMHU yY30paMH, IIOTOJIOK, a TaKXKe GaHHaXI/IH OTJIN4YaJIUCh OT TEX,
4YTO OHa IIPHBEIKIIAa BUOETE.

910 OBlNIa HEe KOMHATa UMIIePaTPHULIbL.
Xen3es pe3Ko NOAHAIACh C IIOCTEJIU, 03UPasiCh.

”

“3T0... 3TO...



Ona IIOYYBCTBOBaAJIa HEBEIHOCUMYIO 00JIb BO BCEM TeJie U CXBAaTHJIACh 3a TOJIOBY. Ot aToro YZXKaCHOT O
YYBCTB4, CJIOBHO OHA HACTYIIXJIA Ha OCTpBIfI I'BO3[b, Y KEHIIUWHEI II€PEXBATUJIO JbIXaHHE.

E¥l cHunCS myraommi, IelCTBUTEIbHO CTPaHHbIM COH. Ho mpousomepinee B HEM Ka3aloCh CIIUIIKOM
peasibHBIM IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI HA CaMOM fiefie OBITh CHOM.

B TémMHOM necy eit HeXKHO yNbIOancs €€ MyX U ...

— A-ax...

Heoxupganuas 601b 3acTaBuna Xel3esl BHOBb CXBAaTUTHCS 3@ TOJIOBY C 60Ie3HEHHBIM CTOHOM.
“3TO IPOCTO HOYHOM KOILIMap, He Tak Mu? f IpocTo He MOTy ©30aBUTHCS OT 3TOTO Y2KACHOTO CHa.”
Kak OynTo HakJlafibIBasi 3aKJIMHaAHUE, OHa ITOBTOPSJIA PO ce0s 3TU CJI0Ba CHOBA M CHOBA.

— Bul B mopsinke? Y Bac, moKHO OBITh, KPYKUTCS TOJI0OBa OT TOTO, KAK HEOXKUAaHHO BrI BCTamu.

Xem3es IoCMOTpesia B CTOPOHY U YBU[€eNla TOPHUYHYI0, HePXKallylo BllaXkHOe I0JI0TEHIle B pyKax.
CnyxXaHKa IOTkITaIach MOMOYbL UMIIEPATPUIlE BEPHYTLCS B KPOBATh, HO Ta JIMIIL OTTOJIKHYJIA €€ U,
TOPOIISICh, CIIPOCHJIA:

— Yto ¢ Cusudom?

— I'me Benukuii I'eprior Cusud?

T'opHUYHAas, TIOOHSB MOJIOTEHIIE U 3aKyCUB I'yOy, IepeBesia CBOM B3TJISA HA OPYTUX MMOXKHUIIBIX AaM
PSIOM.

— Crapiuast TOpHUYHAS. ..

Cenas XeHII[MHA, Ha3BaHHAs «CTapIlled TOPHUYHOK», JIUIIb IT0Kadasla F'0JI0BOM B OTBET. XeH3eJl 10
odepenu OCMOTPEa BCEX CIYXKAHOK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa IOHSJa, YTO U3MEHHUIIACh He TOJIbKO Mebesb, HO U BCS IIpuciyra.

HWKOro U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX B KOMHATE OHA HUKOT/A He Buena paHbiie. ClyKaHKH, KOTOPHIX OHA
npuBe3na ¢ coboii u3 Koponesctsa ['payHa, u Te, KOT0O OHa BrIOpasa cpa3y ke I0cjie 3aMyKeCcTBa B
UMIIePUH, UCYE3IIH.

He ocrtanock Huuero, 4To oHa Morja Ob Ha3BaTh CBOUM.
— K10 BHI...?

Xeli3en UCIIBITHIBAJIA OTBPAllleHNEe, KOTMla €€ OKPYKaau He3HAKOMbIE JIIOfIU, KOTOPhIe IOMKHB OBITTH
OBITH BCerga psamoM U 3a00TUTHLCS O Hel, TT03TOMY BeCh CITyzKall[uli IIepCoHall OHa BhibKpasa cama.

— C ceropHsuIHero gHS Mbl OyneM cinyxkuTh Bam, MMnepartpuiia. Eciu Bam uTo-To GyieT HYKHO,
TOJIPKO CKaXXMTe, MBI UCIIOJTHUM J11000¥ Barr mpukas.

CroepXaHHBIY ¥ KaK OyATO 3ay4YeHHBIN OTBET CITyKaHKHU ITOpa3uil Xeuserl.



— YTO CNIy4YUsI0Ch C MOUMU CIIyTaMu?
— Bam npunectu 3aBTpak? Unu Bel X0TUTe IPUHATH BAHHY?
— I'me mou coyru?

CxuMasi pyKy CITy?KaHKH, YbH TJIa3a OBUIM MOJTHE CJIE3 0T 6€3bICXOMHOCTH CBOETO MOJIOKEHMUS,
Xeli3es IpofoIKaia 3ajaBaTh BOIPOCH,, HO TOPHUYHAS 00epHYJIAaCh K OCTAJIbHEIM CITyraM u
npobopMoTarna:

— 4 npuBeny npuaBopHOro Bpayda. [TomHuTCs, y Bac 6osena romnosa...

— [IpekpaTu HECTH Yylllb U OTBETH Ha MOU Bompoc! Heykenu BaM HEM3BECTHO, KTO 5 TaKas?
Bce HaxoguBLIKecs B CliaJbHE JIUIIL B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIOCMATPUBAIM Ha KpUYAIIyl0 UMIIePaTPUILy.
— Benuxkuii I'eprior Cusud! OH Bce emré kuB? CKaxuTe MHE, OH XKUB?

Xeiizen ImepeBoagujia B3rJIdn C OOHOMU CIIY2KAHKH Ha OAPYT'YIO, HO HA OOHA W3 HUX HE OCMeEJINJIaCh
IIOCMOTPETE B OTBET Ha UMIIEPATPUITY, YbH I'/la3d I'OPEJIX OTHaAHUEM.

— OrBeyaiiTe MHe! Unu 51 cama mouAy U y3Halo...
— He cTour, Bae BenuuyecTso!
Kak TonbKo OHa BcTasia 60CEIMU HOTaMU Ha II0JI, CITy2>KaHKH TTOCIEeIlnIN K Hel, YTOOH yaepKaTh.

— He tporatite mens! [la kak Bbl nocMmenu?! Kak Bbl mocMenu 0CTaHOBUTE MeHA?! Otmyctute! A
TOBOPIO, OTIIYCTUTE!

B sToT MOMeEHT...
— ThI IpaBOa X04elb 3TO 3HATH?

Xeii3en 00epHYach, YCIIBIIIAB rOJI0C Mo3anu. ITo Ol AxunneoH. OH CTOSI, TPHUCIIOHUBIIHUCEH K
OBEPHU, ¥ CMOTPEII Ha CBOIO XKEHY.

OH BHMMATeJIbHO Pa3T/ISAbIBAll €€, HO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YUTO Ha ero juile Oblna yibbKa, CUSIOe
roJry0Oble Ty1a3a OB XOIOOHBL ¥ CEPhE3HH.

CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I, KOTOPEI€ IBITAJINCh OCTaHOBUTDH Xernser, TYT K€ MOCIIEeNINJIN IIOKUHYThH KOMHATY, KaK
TOJIBKO 3aMETHJIN UMIIepaTopa.

AxumnneoH MemjIeHHO IOOXOIU BCE Ouxke u 0uxke K Xeunsers.

— KaxerTcs, TH IIOJTHA CHUII.

— Hoporasi, THl HOIXKHA 103a00TUTHCS 0 CBOEM 300POBbe. ThH 3HAEIIb, KaK JOJIr0 Crasa?

OH cKa3as 3TO MATKUM, MOYTH IIIEJTKOBEIM TOHOM.



— Bame BenugecTso.

— Tebe HYKHO OTHOXHYTb. TH BEITJISIOUINL OY€Hb B3BOITHOBAHHOM, Te6e CTOUT JIeUb U PACCIabUThCS.
Xeli3en B3[POTHYIA OT €ro CIIafikoro, KaK MEQ, Tojoca.

— 4 npunéc Tebe Momapok, MOXKeET, OT Hero Tede CTaHeT JIyylle.

ViMmepaTop KUBHYII U CIIyTa, CTOSIBIIKAY PSAOM C HUM, MIPOTSHYJI IIKATYJIKY, KOTOPYIO AXUJITIE0H B3SIIL.
— THI 3HaeIb, YTO 3TO TaKOe, Xen3en?

E# moTpeboBanach rmapa CEKyHH, YTOOH IIOHSATH, YTO 3TO Obl/Ia 3@ BEIIXIla U YTO B HEHU OBITIO.

— IMoyeMy THI MOTuMLIL? TH 3HAEID, YTO 3TO?

— 9T0...

Xeiizen nobnenHesna. AXUieoH TepeBepHYII IKATYIKY ¥ BHICHIIAT BCE COOEPKUMOe Ha IIOJI.

WMnepaTpuila yCTaBUIach Ha pa3bpocaHHbIe MHCEMa, KOTOPHIEe BCE eIré ObITM aKKyPaTHO CJIOKEHH! B
KOHBEPTEI C IIeYaThio, Ha KOTOPOH u300paxkeHa po3a.

9Tu nucbMa oHa mnojyunia ot Cusuda, korga O6v1a mpuHileccoir KoponesctBa I'payHa. Takxke cpegu
HUX OB OpacieT u3 I[BETHLIX HUTOK C MHUITMAJIAMU.

— 41 maxxe He IPECTABIIAI, YTO TH TAK O€PEKHO XPaHMUIID UX.

MmnepaTop HacTynui Ha Oymaru, jiezkaBllive Ha TOJY.

— Onu moporu Tebe, He Tak nu? TH cUpsiTaia UX, CJIOBHO CBOE COKPOBHUIIE, TIOTOMY YTO 00si7ack, 4YTO
s1 BCE y3Hal0.

— 9710... OTKyAa THL...

C ucnyraHHBIM B3TII0M Xe#3el Mpoaoikalla paccCMaTPHUBaTh MUChMa.

Crapasich He IofiaBaTh BUMYy, HO ITpefaTeIbCKH APoXKalliM roJI0CoM, OHa 3alo3paio fodaBua:
— Yro 310? KTO 9TO npucnan?

[IIkaTynKa XpaHUJIach B JaJlbHEM YIJIy €€ KOMHATHL. ToIbKO Xel3el 3Halla, ITle OHa XPaHUTCS, 1
MOTJIa €€ OTKPHITh.

— Pa3Be 3T0 Tak BaxHO?

Ha nuiie AxuiieoHa IOSIBUIAch Y2Ke 3HAKOMas KeCToKas yiabsoKa.
— IIeno B ToM, Xeii3erl...

OH HeXHO KOCHYJICS €€ TUIIa.

— ...YTO THI BCE eIIl€ XPaHUIIb 3TU AypPallK/e BeIllH.



OnHa He MoOrJja 9TOT0 OTPUILIATH. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHH BEJIK IIEPEIIUCKY emé OO TOTr'0, KakK OHa
BBIIIJIA 3aMy2K, CTaB I/IMHepanI/IHefL OHa JOJI2KHa Oblna YHUYTOXUTE UX.

Tem He MeHee OHa XpaHHnJla CBOIO 6e3OTBeTHYIO m000Bb, XOTh B IIOCTIEIHEE BpeMs Xensen gaxe He
BCIIOMMHAaJIa 00 9THX MHChMaX.

HacTynast Ha 3Tu «COKpOBHUIIa», AXUIINIEOH TPUOINKAJCS K KEHe.
— He cmelt nogxonuts Onnuxe!

Xeli3en 130 BCeX CUJ mBITajlach cOexaTh 0T Hero. OH BEHITIANEN TOUYHO TaK XKe, KaK Torna, B TEMHOM
Jecy, Korpma 6pocun K e€ HoraM TeJio CBOoero Opara...

9T0 OB HE COH. be3xkanocTHast peabHOCTE.
— He nopgxonu, Het, He nmogxonu... Ax! Her!

— He mory nmoBeputs, 4TO TH OTTAJIKUBAELIb CBOET0 MyxKa, Xer3esl. Kak 9T0 XKeCTOKO C TBOeU
CTOpPOHHL. Pa3Be Tak moctynaeT nobsias cympyra?

AXWIINEOH C IETKOCThIO ITOBAINII Xel3ell Ha KPOBaTh, HaBHCas HaM HEW.
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