Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, KOTAa KyNnaJbHU JOJIKHEL ObIIIM OTKPHITHCS, MBI PEILIUIIN Pa30HTUCh. f
BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY, a ['eHepan Pericenra oTnpaBuics ¢ moknanoM K Koponese Pykus.

— ...Meii6! MBI MOXKeM TIIOTOBOPUTH? - YAEepKaa MOAPYTy ATHUC, M OHU YK, YTOOH T0O0ITATh.

X % x

B3arnsim co ctoporsr Me6.

Meii61 B KOMITaHUK ATHHC HaIlpaBuUIach K 6ankoHy 3aMKa. CojHIe yKe CAAuIOCh, U TUHUU TOPHOTO
xpe0Ta OKpPaCUIKCh B a/bil I[BET. BOKpYT He OblyI0 HU Ay, OnpenenéHHo, caMoe TIOOXO0sInee
MECTO [IJIST CEKPETHOU OeCehl.

— Meii6:1, 60mbliioe cacubo 3a TO, YTO IPUIIIA BMECTE C TOCTIOOWHOM TOpOM M OHOJIXKUIIa MHE CBOE
miaThe. Briaromapst Tebe s CMOTJIa YCIOKOUTHCS ¥ IIPUMEPUTh ITOIBECKY.

— He crout 6naromapHocTu, I'ocoxa ArHuC.

— ¢ mocTHpar ofexkay U 1Mo3xke orgaM eé Tebe o0paTHO. A BEPHYBIINCH Ha CBOU 3eMJIH, IIOAT'OTOBJIIO
OmaromapcTBeHHOe MUCHMO mist TeOst u ['ocroguHa Topa. A MOTOM... TOoTOM! ..

— Tebe He HYKHO TOPONUTHCS, - YIbIOKa Melbi cBeTHnach HEKHOCTHIO B JTydaX 3aX0AsIIero
COTHIIa. — { HUKyMa He Iponapny. f Bcerga B 3TOM 3aMKe... 1 Bcerga psagoM ¢ ['ocnoguaoM TopoM.

— ...Meii671, Tebe Tak IoBe3Jo...

— [IIa, s 6maromapHa cyab0e 3a TO, YTO MHE YOAJIOCh CTATh €r0 ITOMOITHUIEH, - CIIOKHUB PYKH Iepe[
co00¥ B MOJTUTBEHHOM XK€eCTe, OHa IIPUKPHIIa I'1a3a. — He MOTy IOBEpHUTh, YTO MPOIIIIO BCETO
HECKOJIbKO IHeH C Tex 1op, Kak ['ociogun Top nosBuncs B Koponesctse... Ho s 4yBCcTBYyI0 ce0s Tak
€CTeCTBEHHO U HENIPUHYXKAEHHO PSOOM C HUM.

— Meii0r1...

— Opnako E€ BennyecTBo He ToBOpuiIa, 4To y ['ocrioguHa Topa MoXkKeT OBITH JIUIIL OOUH
COIIPOBOXKOAIINM. ECny T X0Uelh K HaM MPUCOETUHUTHLCS, MOXKET, ITIOrOBOPHUIIIL Ha 3Ty TeMy Cc Eé
BennuectBom?

— ...4... 1 He gyMmaro, 4TO OJjis MeHSI 9TO BO3MOXKHO... - IOKpacHeB, ATHUC IT0KadaJsa IojioBou. — {1
TOJIPKO Hayajla HOCUTh HOPMAJIbHYIO OfleXay... [lyMato, MHe JIydllle IPUBLIKHYTh K CBOEM HOBOUI
KU3HU. {1 TaKXKe X004y HayYUThCS Pa3HBIM BelllaM U UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh IIPaBUJIbHO MCIOIb30BaTh
«ITommepXKy MONIb30BaTENIEH».



— l'ocmoxka ATHHC - BRIJAIOMIASACS TUYHOCTE.

— B nmportuBHOM ciy4dae s cTana 6b1 00y30it asa ['ocrioguHa Topa 1 Meli611, pa3Be He TaK? - ATHUC
paccMesiyiach, ¥ €€ BOJIOCH 3aTpereTaay Ha BeuepHeM BeTpy. — Kak TONBKO S CMOT'Y HOIKHBIM
oOpa3oM mogmepxkuBath ['ocioguta Topa, TOTAA... TOTHA S CMOT'Y BRIITOIHSTE TAKYIO K€ POJIb, KaK U Y
TeOs1, Meit61. f ¢ HeTepmeHreM KOy BO3MOKHOCTH ITOpPabdoTaTh ¢ TOOOM, CTapilas HaCTaBHUIIA!

— 4 nmonumato. Torma B OyayIiieM Mbl ¢ TOOOM CTaHEM HaCTaBHUIEN U yueHHUIeH, -Mel011 B3sia
ArHuC 3a pyKy ¥ KMBHYJIa B 3HaK corjlacusi. — f ¢ HeTepneHueM O6yny &KnaTh 9Toro, ['ocroxa ATHHUC.

— Ha!

— IIpocTH, ecnu HEBOJILHO CKa3aja uTO0-TO, He MOJyMaB O TBOUX COOCTBEHHHIX Pa3MBIIIJIEHUSIX HA 3Ty
TEMY.

— Tebe He HYKHO U3BUHATHCS, - ATHIC 00€CIIOKOEHHO ITOCMOTpPESIa Ha IOAPYTY AeTCTBA. — TH
Bcerfga OblJla TaKOM, BCerfla OTHaBasa IIpefrno4YTeHne APYyTUM, a He cebe.

— Pa3zBe?

— Ia. Korga MbI ObITTH IeThbMHU, 51 000KT1a TeOs, TH IJIaKajia, HO, ApPOo¥kKa, YyTBepxkKaaja, YTo BCE B
TOPSIOKE.

— 910 OB TPOMaX C MOEW CTOPOHHI. f mojKHA OblIa TOBOPUTH 3TO C YIBIOKOM.

— ...0x... - ArHuc B3si71a Meii6n 3a pyKy. — Ho 5 pafia, 9T0 MBI CHOBa CTau APY3bSIMU.

— 4 toxe, I'ocrioxka Aruuc, - Mei0611 MITKO yIIBIOHYIach ¥ IOTJIafiniia eé 1Mo BojocaMm. — Ho B
IIPUCYTCTBUY ITIOCTOPOHHUX, BO3MOXKHO, JTy4Ille OBITh HEMHOTO OCTOPOXKHEM Ha cloBaX. [‘eHepan
Pelicenra npoctun MeHs, HO Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT Y HaC pa3Hoe I0JI0KEeHNe U Pa3HbIU CTaTyC.

— 4 3nat0. BoT moyeMy M#l... B Komnanuu ['ocnogutaa Topa MoxkeM CBOOOJHO pa3roBapuBaTh APYT C
IPYroM.

— XOpOH.IO, HO TOJIBKO KOr'ga HaC Tpoe, BepHO?

— a. Y emé...

ArHKC BHIHYJIA U3 KapMaHa YépHBEIA KaMeHb - MaJIeHbKWi, MEeHbIIIe HOT'TS MU3UHIA. [lepxka ero
obenMu pyKaM¥u, OHa CKa3aa:



— §1 HalIla 9TO Ha 3eMJIIX MOETro OTIia. 51 Xouy MompocuTh Tebs mepenatsd ero ['ocmoguny Topy.

— 9TO anxXuMU4YECKUHU MaTepuan?

— l'ocogus Top cka3as paHee, YTO My HYXKHO YTO-TO, YTO MOXKHO OBIJTO GBI MCIIOJIE30BATh B
Ka4yeCTBe MaTepuasa OJis aJJXuMuu. BO3MOKHO, 9TOT0 CIUIIKOM MaJio, HO...

ATHUC TIPOJIOIKUIIA, TSI Ha MaJleHbKUN YEPHBIA KaMelllek.

— OTO 3arafgo4YHbIM KaMeHb, OH He IIJTaBUTCS Jazke IIPU BHICOKUX TeMIlepaTypax. BoT mouemy s ero
coxpaHua. f pa3Mblllgia, 3auHTepecyeTcs i uM ['ociogus Top...

— Xopomo. Ho pa3Be He ny4ie OymeT nepenaTh ero caMoi? - mokadasna ronosoir Mei6ia. — [lyMmaro,
T'ocriopuuy Topy 3TO TakXke OyOET IPUSATHO...

— OT-TO... TO €CTh...

[[Téxu ArHEC XKapKO ITOKPACHEH, ¥ OHA IIPUJIOKUTIA K TPYAU CBOIO OEJI0OCHEKHYIO JIaOHb.

Bupsi, Kak e€ Koxa II0CTelleHHO ITprobpeTaeT anblii OTTEHOK, Melbn ybenunace, 4to «[TomBecka mist
YKpeIieHus 3[00poBbsi» paboTaeT 6e3 cOoeB.

Ona KuBHYyJa, 0XHUAas OTBeTa ATHUC.

— H-Ho... Tenepb HaM... HEJIOBKO OyfieT BCTpedaThCs APYT ¢ gpyroM. C MOMeHTa Halllel IepBOH
BCTPEYH U [0 cerogHslHero ausa ['ocnongud Top yBUmes... MHOTO pa3HOTIO...

— 3T0... 3TO U3-3a TOTO, YTO... - MelbI MpUI0KuUIa JTafoH! K TOPSILIUM IleKaM. — JTO II0OTOMY, YTO
Ha Tebe He OBIII0 HUXKHET0 6ellbsi, KOTa Thl MOATPHITHYJIA K MOTONKY? Ho 9T0 OBII0 BCETo UMb
MT'HOBeHUe, Tebe He HyKHO CIIUIIKOM 0eCIIOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM...

— 9-9...

— XwMm? Pa3Be He Tak?

— H-my...

— IMoxanyicTa, CKaxu MHe. {1 BO3bMY 3TO Ha 3aMeTKY, Korfa Oymy mpuciayxuBaTh I'ocoguny Topy.

— Ha 3ametky?!



— f Toxe B fonry nepen HUM. 4 oKaxy eMy... TO, YTO THI fejlana paHsie... Eciu ['ociogus Top
3ax0y4eT, s IPejIoXy eMy...

— Ox...

— ...AX, 4TO eIré mpou301I?

— 9-3-3...

— TBI BREITTIAOUIID CMYH.IéHHOI:I, U «IlogBecka» TakKxkKe CBeTUTCS. [[0JIKHO 6BITB, TBI AyMa€Ilb O t-IéM-TO,
IIOX02KEeM Ha 3TOT IIPBIZKOK.

— Me-Meiion! He gemnaii TakKux BHIBOTOB!

— Ho, no... 4 cnyxaHnka ['ociogunaa Topa. M s HacTtaBHuIla ['ocrioxu Arauc. Eciu 9To oCTaBUT
ymoBonbscTBHE ['ociogury Topy, 1 HaMepeHa CAefiaTh TO Ke caMoe, YTO U THI.

— II-momoxmu, Mei6. [TomoXKou MUHYTKY.

Meii6n 1 ArHuc mpeObiBaiy B COCTOSSHAY Ype3BEIYalHOT0 BoJHeHUA. HakoHel Meii6n KUBHYTIA B
3HaK r'OTOBHOCTH, ¥ ATHUC 00XBaTua JIaJOHSIMU CBOE IILIIAoLee JIUIIO.

3aTeM BHe3amHo Mei01 mogHsIa TOJI0BY U CKa3asa:

— Kcraty, l'ocriogua Top ¥ rocrnoxa ATHUC BCTPETUJIUCH BYepa B KyllajibHe. BO3MOXKHO, TaM 4TO-TO
¥ IIPOU301LI0. MoXKeT, caaMaHApPE! B KOTEJIBHOU YTO-TO 3HAIOT...

— 4 cpmatocs! TBou menyKTuUBHBIE CITOCOOHOCTH, Meii61, cnuikoM Beauku! f pacckaxy Tebe!

W Armuc pacckasasna 0 TOM, KakK HaKaHyHe TPaKTHUKOBaJach B YIIpaBIeHUM Maruel orus ¢
cajlaMaHpaMU B KOTEJIbHOM, OyAy4u Ipu 3TOM 6e3 0f1eKIbI.

TakxKe OHM ITOTOBOPHUIIM O TOM, KaK OTpearupoBan Ha 310 ['ociogus Top.

B koHIIle KOH1I0OB Mei0On 1 ATHUC Jaju IpyT APYyTy obellaHue, 4TO «3TO OyHeT XpaHUTHLCS B CEKpeTe
s Bcex, kpoMe ['ocmoguaa Topa».

Meii6n TakKe mpugyMmana ans Topa HoBoe Mepomnpustiue. Ho 3To yxke Opyrast UCTOPHUS.
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