— 41 BCc€ moHMMalo u mpoirato Tebs1, - ckaslana KoponeBa Pykus, B To BpeMs Kak 51 CUAEN Iepeq Hel
Ha KOJIEHSX B I103€ «Ceun3a».

«Cenza» - cnoBo u3 mupa ['eposi. OHO ofipa3yMeBaeT, YTO CUASAIINM B TAaKOX 1103€ [OJIXKEH
IpefaBaThCS CEPbE3HBIM PA3MBIIIIEHUAM U Pa3OyMbSIM.

Koponesa PYKI/IS, Yb€ HACTOSIIIEee JIUL0 0Ka3aloCh OTKPBITO MOEMY B3TJIANY, B3ObIXaJld Pa3 3a Pa30M.

To, 4TO OHa BHE3AITHO OCTalach 0€3 CBOEW MaCKU ¥ MaHTHUHU, OBIJIO MOei BUHOM. 4 3a0bIy, YTO
«IIpocToii cKam», CO3OaHHBIN B CTUJIE APYTOT0 Mupa, o61afan QyHKIMe aBTOMaTU4eCKOn
OpaHU3alMU PEeIMETOB, TO3BOJIAIONIEN COOMPATh U COPTUPOBATh OOHAPYXKEHHbIE PeIKIE
apTedakTHI.

910 OBITIO0 HE0OX0mKUMOE CBOMCTBO «CKilafla», B KOTOPOM MOTJIO XPaHUTLCS MHOXKECTBO ITPEIMETOB, HO
MMEHHO 1T03TOMY Bellld KoposieBrl, OKa3aBIIeNCs BHYTPH, OBIITA UM U3BSITHL...

ITocne atoro BOIIapPHUIICA IIYM X XaOC.

KoporneBa Pykus cupena Ha KOPTOYKaX, 3aKphIB JIUI0 pyKaMu, a Meii61 B maHuKe Gerana BOKPYT
Hee.

4 00BsICHUN IIpou3oiienniee, N3BUMHUIICA, W IB€ OEBYIIKN HAKOHEI-TO YCIIOKOUTIUCE. A moToM,
YCIIBIIIaB MO 06'BHCH6HI/IH, KoponeBa PYKI/IS IIPpOCTUJIa MEHH.

— ¢ noHKMal0, YTO TH CHeJIajl 3TO He HaMePeHHO, U Ipolraio Tebs, I03TOMYy, IToXKanyicTa, He
BOJIHYUCS.

— Mmne xansw, Baire BenuyecTso.
...dT0 g HaTBOpUJ? MeHs yBIEKJIO OUapOBaHUE 3TOU BEILH.

['epou 13 gpyroro mupa, obnagas 3amnpeneIbHON CUIoON, cpa3unuch ¢ [IpeBHuM [loBenuTtenem
IIEMOHOB U U3THAJU TeX Ha ceBep. OHU ONpeneneHHO U3MEHIIN CYIeCTBYIOUIUHN MUD.

9To Bellb U3 MUpPa ['epoeB, ¥ HUYETo YIUBUTEILHOTO, UTO OHA 00/IagaeT TaKUM HEOXUIaHHBIM
CBOMCTBOM.

— JlagHo yXk, TeOe He CTOUT TaK IepexkuBaTh. Bcé B mopsnke, Top Peryc, - ckazana MHe Koponesa,
CJIOBHO OBl CMYTHBIINCE.

Macka ¥ MaHTHS OCTABAJIUCh JIexkKaTh Ha moiy. Kazamochk, uTo Pykus permuia 60JIbIlle He CKPEIBATh



CBOE HACTOSIIIEE JTUIIO.

Mei161 PsIIOM CO MHOM TOXKe CHfena B mo3e ceiida. OHa 3Hana, KaK BRITJISOUT UCTUHHEBIN 00JIMK
Koponesel. Takxke 06 aTom 3Hanu Kaniep Kenbs, ropHuYHast, KoTopast 3a00TUIach 0 Hel, u eé
CeMbsl.

Koponesa PYKI/IS IIoBenajla MHe, II04eMy CKPhIBajla CBOIO JIMYHOCTE.

Ieno OBLUIO B TOM, YTO...

— ...IloBenuTenbHulla [IeMOHOB OIKHA BlIadeTh MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM TEMHOM Marruel u ObITH
MHCTUYECKOU 0C000¥, BHYIIAIOIIEN KaXKIOMy CTpaX.

BoTt oHoO 4TO.

K 1ory OT IeMOHCKHUX 3eMefTb JIeKUT o0Iafaolasi BOeHHOM Molrsio [JonrapuaHnckas MMnepus. Jaxe
€CJIY OHU IOATIKCAlM ITaKT O HeHallafleHNH, HUKTO He 3HaeT, KakK [0Jro npoanuTcsa Mmup. [Toka
HwMmepust ocTaéTcst yrpo3oi, KoponeBoi meMOHOB HE MOXKET OBITh ciiabasi JeBovKa.

Bot nouemy Pykus HOCUIa MacKy ¥ MaHTHIO, CKPHIBAIOIIYIO €€ UCTUHHYIO BHEIIHOCTh OT
OKpPY2KarouuX.

— Tak uTO HacuyéT 9Tor0? - crupocuia Koponesa, Iisaas B CTOPOHY. — ThHI pa3odyapoBaH, 4To Biageika
[IEMOHOB - Ha CaMOM [iejie MaJleHbKas geBuynika? Hy magHo, ¢ 9TUM HUYETO0 He MOofelaellb. JTa
IeBOYKa HOCHIIA CKPBIBAIOIIYIO €€ MAHTHIO U IIHHIPSIIa BOKPYT, Ha3kBasi ce0s1 Bafbiko 30eImHux
3eMeTlb...

— Bame BenuuecTBo, TaKOTO pofa BEIlN...

— Mesns 3710 He 3a00TuT, Melibn. OH yKe BuOen Mo€ nuilo. Top Peryc, saTa MasieHbKas,
HeOJIaroHaméxXHas TUYHOCTE U eCTh [10BeIuTeIbHUIIa JEeMOHOB.

C atumu croBamu KoposneBa Pykus nmocmorpesna Ha MeHs. [leiCTBUTENbHO, OHA Obljla COBCEM
HEBBICOKOM. Eii UCTIONTHUIIOCH IATHAOIATD JIET, HO €€ GUTrypKa BCE ellé ocTaBajaCh MUHUATIOPHOH, a
PYKHU ¥ HOTH - TOHKUMH. Ecniu OBl 1 00HSM €€, 0Ha, Ka3ajoch, MOTJIa Obl CJIOMAThCSl B MOUX pyKax.

— Ecnu KopomneBa Tak BHTIAOUT, IMIepus He CTaHeT IPUHKUMAThL HaC BCEPhLE3, - IPOMOIIXKaia OHa.

E€ oten, npensiaymuii JIopn 0eMOHOB, yMep MOJIOILIM, U €T0 Ao4Yepu, PyKus, IpHUIIIOCh B30UTH Ha
TPOH B paHHEM BO3pacTe.



OHa MOTJIa KCII0JIb30BaTh TEMHYIO MaTHUI0, HO TI0 KAKOH-TO IPHYKHE €€ TeJI0 B3POCIIEI0 MeJIEHHO.
OHa eIé TOJIHOCTRIO HE BEIPOCTIa, He Habpaa JOCTAaTOYHO Beca, U e€ TeJlo I0Ka He Pa3BUJIOCH B
II0JIHOM Mepe. Pykus obnagasna 60/Ib1IoN Maruiyeckoi MoINbio, Ho ¢u3nudecku Oblyia He CUJIbHA.

Pasymeercs, B 6iuKkalie OBa WM TPY ofla OHA CMOXKET BhIiepXkKaTh «(HU3UUECKYI0 CUTTy» Maruu,
OKpETHYB, TaKUM 00pa30M, Marn4ecku U (pu3n4ecku.

Ho mo Tex mop, B KaueCTBe IPENOCTOPOKHOCTH IPOTHUB MMIiepuu, KoTopas «Bepusia TONbKO B CUIIY»,
OHa 0JKHa OblIa HOCUTh MacKy ¥ MaHTHIO.

KoponeBa paccka3sana MHE 00 9TOM.

— B craptrie BpeMeHY, Korfia JIopa [eMOHOB yMUpaJl, ero IpeeMHUK Ha3Havascsl T0CPeICTBOM
TypHUpPa. Ho u3-3a yrpo3sl O CTOPOHE! [lonrapuaHcKoi MMmepun pa3KuraTh pO3HU BHYTPH
KoporneBcTBa ObIJI0 He JIyYIIUM PelleHreM, TI03TOMY ¥ YCTaHOBUIIAaCh CUCTeMa (HaMUIIbHOTO
HacJIeqOBaHUS TPOHA.

— Eé BenuuecTBo 06aflaeT Maru4eckou cuiou, moctorHor Koposnessl. ITpocTo eé Temo MeameHHo
pacTeT...

— MHe He HyXHH 0€CCMBICTIEHHBIE yTelleHusi, MelbI, - ¢ HOTKO# caMOOTpedeHHus CKa3ana Pykus.
— TewM, KT0 GombINe BCEX HaCTauBaJll, YTOOH! s CKPBIJIa CBOIO TUYHOCTH, Obln Kauiyiep Kenws. [To-
BUOMMOMY, OH He MOT cebe TpefiCTaBUTh, UYTO CMOXKET 00beAUHUTEL IEMOHCKHE 3eMJIA C TaKOU
Oemomnaroii BO I'JIaBe...

— Bame Bennuectso...

— Hy, u xak 310 Teb6e, Top Peryc? - oHa IpuXKaa pyKy K I'PyOu ¥ B3T/IsSHyIa Ha MeHs. — YTO ThI
nyMaenrs 060 MHE?

E€ ToHKMe PyKU eBa 3aMETHO APOKaJi.

— 4 Xouy ycCrblIaTh MHEHNE JIIOAEU, IPULIEeAIINX U3 UHBIX 3eMenib. [1poiry, roBOpr Ha4ucToTy. UTO
THI IIOAYMaJl, YBUIEB HACTOAIIYI0 TUYHOCTb Koposnessl Pykus OBeprapn?

— 4 momyMan, 4To BUXKY Ilepen coboi KpacoTy, momoOHyi boram, - ckas3an si. — B ToT mur, korga s
yBUOEI HacTosImee nuilo Bamero BenuyecTBa, MOE MpeAcTaBiIeHNEe O IPeKPAaCHOM U IIEHHOM
TIOIIATHYJIOCh. KaK anXuMUK, s BCETa IToIaraj, YTO Marudyeckue IpeaMeThl, o0afalome
OTJIMYHBEIMHU CBOMCTBAMH, SIBJISIOTCS IIPEKPACHBIMY caMu 110 cebe. ITO TO, UYTO MOKHO HAa3BaTh
«IIpaKTUYHOU KpacoToit». Ho, yBuOeB Bac, s 0CO3HAJ CBOIO ommubKy. Baire BenuuectBo u Meii6i... ¢
O4YapoBaHUEM, CO3MaHHBIM MIPUPOION NEMOHCKUX 3eMeJb, MOSI «IIPAaKTUYHAs KpacoTa» Bellen
CPaBHUTHCSA HE MOXKET. M, KaK alXMMHUKY, MHE CTBITHO 3a HEJOCTATOK CBOUX YMEHUH...



— Y-yT10?!

— Kpacory, nomo6Hyto KpacoTe Baiero BenuuecTBa, U «[IpakKTUYHYIO0 KPacoTy» Belllei Mupa ['epoes
- BOT YTO 5 XOTeJl OBl U3y4aTh Ha TEPPUTOPUU JEeMOHCKOT0 KoponeBcTRa.

— YT0 Takoe TH rOBOPUIIL?!

— Bcero muimis TO, 4TO IIPHUIIJIO MHE Ha yM.

— TBou cyoBa... Tak KOOPHL.. - B yroJIKaxX ajiblX I'1a3 PyKus BEICTYIUIM CJIE3H], U OHA CXKaJjla PYKY B
Kynaku. — Kak MOXKeT KTO-TO HaCTOJIbKO COBEPIIEHHBIH 1 061afalomuit boxkecTBeHHEIMU
anXUMUYECKUMHU CUJIaMH, IIOHSATh 9T0? MHe IIPUIIIOCH CKPHIBATh CBOIO JIMYHOCTL M1 OOMaHBIBATh...

— Ho s Toxke o6MaHBIBa Bac, 3a YTO X0Uy IIOMPOCUTH IpoleHus. Ha caMmoM fiesie s He TOCTh, a
3aJI0KHUK, TocIauHbi clofna MMnepuen. KTo-To Bpoe XKUBOTo OXKEPTBOBAHUSA, - CKa3all 4.

Koponea Pykus u Mei011 BHITTISIAENTN OlllapallleHHEIMY MOMMHU CJIOBaMH.

— Kpowme Bcero npouero, 51 cyuTancs mo3opoM ceMmbu ['epriora Peryca. Mou oTel; Benen MHE
OTIIPABJIATHCS Ha CMePTh. Sl HUYEro He MOT MofesaTh, B IMnepuu cuia BaxkHee Bcero. 9 He ©Melo
TaJlaHTa K CpakeHUsIM U He CIIocO0eH HCII0Ih30BaTh aTaKyIOIIyI0 Maruio, MO€ CyIlleCTBOBaHUE
JIUIIEHO CMEICTIA.

—Y... gT...

— Ho s OyMalo, 4TO OBLII OOCTATOYHO YOQA4YJIUB, yTOOBI OKa3aThCs Ha OJEMOHCKUX 3eMJIIX, TaK KakK
30€eCh 5 ITIOTYYUII BOSBMOZXKHOCTD OBITH AJIXUMHUKOM. $1 CMOT ITOCTHYh CYACThHE COTBOPEHHUA CBOUX
JTIOOHMMEIX Belllel u PagoCTh OT UX HUCIIOJIb30BAHUS, Ha JEMOHCKHUX 3€MIJISX...

— [Moropute MuHyTKY, ['ociogus Top! - HeoXuAaHHO 3aKpuyasia Meiiby, XxBaTas MEHS 3a PYKY H
3arisabiBas MHe B JIMIO. - JTO mpaBaa?! Bac oTmpaBumu cioga B KauecTBe 3ajl0KHUKa... Kak
XKEepTBY?..

— OTto npaBna. Eciu BEI MHe He BEpPHUTE, BBl MOXKETe CaMU CBSI3aThCs ¢ Mmepuen.

— Her, g HE CTaHY 3aXOOUTh TaK OAJI€KO... HO 1 He IIOHKUMAIO.

— Y10 UMeHHO?

— Ecnu 10, 4TO Bac mpuciany Ciofa KakK 3aJ0KHHMKa, IpaBaa... [loyeMy e BBl B 9TOM IIPU3HAJIUCE?
Brino OBl BRITOIHEE 3aCTaBUTh HAC AyMaTh, YTO BHI IIOCJITAHHUK MMIepuu, pa3Be He Tak? A 3aTeM, C



HIMIIepCcKUMM CHUJIaMH 3a CBOEM CITMHOM, BBl CMOTJIM OBl BEIIBUHYTH HaM HEIIOMEPHO BEICOKHE
TpeboBaHus... HeT, KOHeUHO Xe, g 3Hat0, uTo ['ocrmogus Top He momén 6b Ha 3TO, HO... HO!.. - Meibn
3aTpsiciia TOJI0BOM, CIIOBHO BCE ellle He MoHuMasi. — [IpecTaBsICh IIOCIIAHHUKOM, BBl OBl MOTJIH
CChlyTaThCs Ha VIMITepuio KaK Ha CBOEr0 COI03HKKA. Eciu OBl BB ITO3BOJIMIIA BCEM TaK AyMaTh, TO
obL1u Obl B Oe3omacHocTU. Ho, TpuOHIB Ciofla, KaK 3a70KHUK, BBl TEPSETE 3Ty MOANEPXKKY...

— [a, Bce BepHO. Tak BB CMOXKETe COXPAHUTh MOM ceKpeT? Eciu mOUAyT CIyXy O TOM, 4UTO 5
3aJT0XKHUK UJH KepTBa, KoposeBcTBO JeMOHOB OyeT OTHOCUTHCS KO MHe MHaue, BepHo? U Mou
oTHOIIeHUs ¢ Mnepuer MOTyT yXyAamuThCA. [103TOMY mepKUTe 5TO B TallHE, XOpo1o? B cBOIO
oudepens, 51 obelaio, 4TO HUKOMY He pacKpoio TaiHy E€ BemudyecTsa.

— ...AX, - IpUKDHIB POT JIal0HbI0, Meii61 OCIenIHo 3aKuBaa, IIsAAs Ha MeHs IIMPOKO PAaCKPHITHIMU
rna3amu. KoponeBa Pykus psimoM ¢ Hel TOXKe BEITJISIZiENa TakK, CIIOBHO y3pesia HeuTO HEMBICTIUMOE.

Oun 066, BUOUMO, ITIOHAJIN, 9YTO 1 UMEJI B BUY.

Y MeHsT HeT IPUBHIYKY Pa30alTHBATh UyKKe CeKpeThl. Ho s He 3Has, moBepuT u Kopoiesa BCero
JIUIIb OMHOMY MOEMY CJIOBY, IIO3TOMY PEINU PACKPHITh CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE TAWHKI U CTab0CTH B
KauyeCTBe PaBHOIIEHHOTO 0OMeHa.

4 HUKOMy He pacckaxy IipaBny o Koponese Pykus c ycloBUeM, UTO U OHA COXPAHUT MOU CEKpeT.

A 3agyMaJiCsd, CMOXKeET JTIh Py'KI/IS MHE IIOBEPUTE. YTO XK, BO3MOXKHO.

[ToBenuTeNnbHUIIA IeMOHOB Obllla MUHMATIOPHOM [I€BYIIIKOM, HEYBepEeHHOM B cefe, I03TOMY CKphIBajia
CBOIO HCTUHHYIO BHEIITHOCTH IOl MACKOX U MaHTHEH.
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