— 4 Gonblne He X04y OBITH IEPCOHAXKEM BTOPOro IiylaHa. bosbiie He xouy! U He 3mecs! A cTaHy
rjaBHBIM repoeM. CKaxXu MHe Kak!

Ero cummaTus K Hed paccesiyack. OHa OblsTa T0X0XkKa Ha CTEPEOTHUIIHHIN ITePCOHAaX, 0 KOTOPOM OH
KOTZIa-TO T7e-TO MpoYuTas. BrIjo SCHO, UTO ee XKaJHOCTH HET Ipefera.

— Hwuuero nomo6HOTO. ITpOoCcTO HE co3maBaii 3mech nmpobieM. MHaye paHOo WK MO3THO Tebe mpUaeTCs
OTBETHUTH 3a IOCIIe[ICTBUS. B 9TOM Mupe HeT Hu4Yero 6ecIIaTHOr0, 0COOEHHO 3Mech. S He 3HaIO,
KaKuM OBUI TBOM MUD, HO THl HUKOTTA He BEIOEPENIbCsS 0TCIofa, ecnu Oy/iellb IPO0IKaTh BECTH cebst
MOmOOHBIM 00Pa30M.

Coset Kcumoca ocrancs 6e3 BuuManus. OHa He TOIBKO BCe ellle Obljla B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBe 10 TOBOTY
CBOETO MPUOLITHS B 3TOT MUP, HO ¥ HE MOTJIA TIOHSTh CMEIC] €T0 CJIOB.

— Ecnu 51 3mech rimaBHBIM repol, TO MHe HEeT [efla [0 Bo3BpalleHus B cBo# mup! B mro6om ciydae, s
Oymy HecuacCTHa, eCJIi BePHYCh. ITOT MUP — MOS IIOC/IeHSS Haflexkaa. S TOIbKO YTO IOJTy4nia 3TOT
IIIaHC CHOBA, ¥ S NOJIKHA IIPOCTO XKUTh, KakK OYATO S yMepa, ¥ yMepPeTb HUKYEMHOM CMEPTHIO?
[ToueMy s mOJKHA 3TO feNaTh? f cOoesnaio Bce, YTO B MOUX CHUJIaX, YTOOBI U3MEHUTD 3TO.

— OWU, TH XOTh 3HaEIlb, Ie TH cerdac Haxomulbcsa? — crnpocun Kcumoc.

— KoneuHno. Korga-Hu0yap Bce OyayT 3HaTh MeHs. [IpoCTO CMOTpH.

Ou mokayas roioBoi. [Toxoxke, Ha Hee IMOeNCTBOBAIa Maruyeckas pyHa. Ha oOBIYHEIX JTIOeH OHa
OLI He IIOIe’CTBOBAIA.

PyHa 3acTaBysiia TI00eld JyMaTh, He TIoAgaBasich aMouusM. OHa TaKxKe IMOMOTalla 3allOMUHATh BEIIH
B IBA-TPH pa3a JIyyile, 4eM OOBIYHO.

[TomMacTepbs 0OBIYHO MCIIOJIH30BAJIM 3Ty PYHY [AJI IIOMOIIM B y4ebe, HO, TI0X03Ke, He3HaKoMast
JKEeHIIMHA KUCII0Ib30Bajla ee CUJTy, YTOOh IPUAYMEIBaTh KaKue-T0 6e3yMHbIE IIIaHb.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, BCe 9TO He UMeJI0 3HaUeHus. Marus, BeI3BaHHAS PyHAMHU, HCUYEe3HET, KaK TOJIbKO
IeBYIIKa TOKUHET OallHIo.

Ilaxe ecnu OHa Bepujia, 94TO CMOZXKET COBEPIINUTEL BEJIMKNE [TeJIa, Kcumnoc cuutain, 4To Y Hee He XBaTUT
crmoco0HOCTeH, YTOOH CeiaTh 3TO Ha CAMOM feJe.

)%k

[Tocne ee yxoma Kcumoc mpocMOTpeN HECKOIBKO KHUT B MTOMCKAX 3alHCEH O CYIIeCTBaX, IIOX0XKHUX Ha
Hee. 3aTeM OH IIPHUKa3aJl MPOBECTH PACCIeNOBaHKe B OTHOUIEHUH IEeBYIIKH.



CormacHo pe3yibTaTaM pacCCiieJOBaHNuA, NEeBYIIKd IIPMHAaAJIeXKalla K CEMbe MennuH.

OH coCpemoTOYMIICS Ha TOM, YTO CeMbsi MeJlIMH [iefiajia B IocIeqHee BpeMsi, H 3TO OBIJI0, MSATKO
rOBOPSI, HEHOpPMasibHO. COTIOCTABMB TO, YTO OHA paccKasaja eMy, U TO, YTO [ejIajia ee CEMbS, OH
HallleJT OTBETH Ha CBOH BOIIPOCHI.

Terneps OH OKa3aJICs JIULOM K JIUIY C AEBYIIKOM U3 ceMbd KOHCTaHC. JTa [AeBYyIIKa, [10X0XKe, BULea
HEeYTO [10X0XKee YTO U HNeBylIka MeJUIMH U, BO3MOXKHO, Obllla He U3 3TOr0 MUpa, KakK U OHa.

HGBYHIKa MennvH cka3sasna, 4YTo IIpo4YuTalia O GYJIYH.IGM B POMaHEe.

BrI0 JIeTKO MOHATh, YTO AeBYIIKa CYMTAlIa BCe, YTO OHA IIPOYKTaia B KHUre, abCOMIOTHOM IIPaBIoH.

Kcunoc xe cuutan 310 abCypIHEIM.

MI/Ip IMOCTOAHHO MEHAETCA, IIO3TOMY MaJIOBEPOATHO, YTO BCE€ M3 POMaHa 6YJ16T TaKHM 2K€ B 3TOM
MHpe. EouHCTBEHHOE, YTO HE MEHSJIOCh, — 3TO BEICOKOMEDHE TEX, KTO IIPUIIIEII H3BHE.

— Her. {1 He rnaBHBIN Tepoi. f TPOCTO X04y ObITH TMYHOCTHIO, KUBYIIEN B 3TOM MUPE.

— IIpaBga? — copocun Kcunoc.

OTa [eByIlKa yXe Oblyla Ha3HaYeHa KPOHIPUHIIECCOH, a 3aTeM OHA CTaHeT UMIIepaTPUIIeH.
BeposiTHO, OHa OBINa MOX02Ka Ha TJIaBHYIO TePOMHIO KCTOPHY, HUYETO He [Ieas.

Ho otBer, KOTOprfI I1ocyiegoBall, OBIIT HWHTEPECHBIM. Kcunoc IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO, BOSBMOZXKHO, 3TOT
OTBET 6y11eT HEMHOI'O OTIIMYAaThCA OT T€X, O KOTOPEIX OH YHUTAJI B 3aIlINCAX.

— BOKpyT r'aBHOTO repost BCerfa IPOUCXOAAT HENPUATHOCTH, U OH 00513aH C HUMHU CIIPABIIATECS.
9TO yTOMUTEIIBHO.

— BEI He xoTuTe 3TOrO0?

— KoneuHo, HeT. { nmydiiie 3anpych B Takou OalrtHe, OyAy eCTh BKYCHYIO €Iy U CIaTh 110 BOCEMb YacoB
KaX[blY OeHb, — TyT JJIjle IPUIIIAa B TOJIOBY Ues, U OHa cxBaTuia Kcunoca 3a pyky. OH
HAXMYPHUJICS U3-3a ee Pe3KOTo ABUKEHUS, HO OHa 3TOTro He 3aMeTwia. OHa OblyIa CIUIIKOM
B3BOJIHOBaHa CBOeu HOBOU uaeer. — Havmute MeHs! f crbliana, 4To Jaxe BO OBOPILE HE MOTYT
3acTaBuTh bammnio [IuaHOoro Jlyaaoro CseTa fejaTh TO, YTO UM Xo4eTcsd. Bo3pMuTe MeHd B
y4eHUKH!

— VYBepeHa?



— KoneuHo, — oTBeTHIa OHA.

— THI He X04eIs CTaTh UMIIEepPaTPUIlei?

— Her.

Kcumnoc octonbenesn ot ee OBICTPOTO OTBeTA. [IPOIII0 MHOTO BPEMEHHU C TEX MOP, KaK KTO-TO YIAUBIISAI
ero. OH Hallle]l ee MHeHNE 0YeHb HHTEPECHBIM.

«HenpusgaTHOCTH BOKPYT TJIaBHOT'O I'eposi? OTO TOYHO IpaBaa».

[To KpaiiHel Mepe, OH OBITT YBepeH, YTO Ha 3TOT pPa3 IIPHUIIIE] UHTEPECHBIN I'OCTh.

«3JTO 3[OPOBO, YTO OHA JTIOOOMBITHA, HO HE CTOUT PACCKA3bIBATh TaKWe UCTOPUHU TIOBCIOMY».

[TocMoTpeB Ha Iy, Kak Ha IIyNIylo AeBUYOHKY, Kcunoc cipocun:

— Bl yBepeHH], 4TO MOXKeTe TOBOPUTH TaKue Bellu?

— He Bonny#Tecs. 4 MOry nOHATH, KOMY MOXKHO TOBOPUTH, & KOMYy HE CTOUT.

— W BEHI pewmnny, 4To MOXKHO paccka3aTh MHe?

— Koneuno. Bur He mobuTe BBEIXOOUTH HaA YUYy, X K BaM TOXK€ HUKTO HE ITPUXOOUT. KpOMe TOI'O, BEL
He JTI00HTe CBSI3LIBATLCS C JIIOOBMHU HE U3 OalHu.

Kcuioc, KOTOPOro Temeph HHTepPecoBasa Jjia, IOCMOTPeT Ha Hee.

Ecnu oHa [efCTBUTEIBHO IIPHIIIA U3 BHEIIIHETO MUPA, TO OHA [JOJI2KHa ObIJIa 3HATh U ero uMs. Tak
JKe Kak [eByIKa MeJUIH Ha3Baja ero UMs, JJijla TOXKe MOTJIa XOTs Obl IPOMOJIBUTEL €ro uMsi. BMmecTo
3TOT0 OHA IIPUTBOPUIIACE, OyITO BOOOIIE HE 3HAET €T0 UMEHH.

HWmenHO 3Ta Pa3HHIla 1 3aMHTEePeCOBajla €ro B dnne. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH TEepPIIeTh HE MOT', KOTI'la
JIIOOU IIPUTBOPAINCE, 9YTO XOPOIIO €TI0 3HAIOT.

— Yro XK. 3HAYHUT, BH OTKA3hIBaeTECH CTATh KPOHIIPHUHIIECCO U XOTHUTE IIPOBECTHU BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb B
3TOM CKy4YHOU cTapoi 6amHe? — ciupocun Kcunoc.

— BmonHe, — oTBeTHIaA JMa, YJ'IBI6HYBH.II/ICB W KHUBHYB, NOBOJIbHAsA TEM, YTO OH IIOHAJI €€ CJIOBa.



Kcunoc uyTh He ylbIOHYICS i B OTBET, HO CyMeJl OCTaHOBUThH ce051. 3a BCIO CBOIO CKYYHYIO KU3Hb OH
HU Pa3y He yNILIOHYJICS OPYTOMY YeJIOBEKY, ¥ 9TO UyTh HE CIYYUIIOCh IPSIMO ceyac. [TrTasch
CKDHITh CMYIIIEHUE, OH CIIPOCHII:

— BrI melicTBUTEIBLHO JOBONBHLEI? Ta Apyras AeByllKa Oblla HAMHOTO aMOUIIMO3HEE.
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