- Cama mypa... - 2KanoBajcs 0H, BO3Bpalllasich HOMOU U CMOTPS Ha BeuepHee HeOo. - U yero
3aBesiach? Heyxkenu npaBga He X04eT?

Topsiiiee COMHIE YK€ CKPHIIOCH 3a TOPU30HTOM U JIETKKE Ty4M 3aTSHYIH He0o, Jenas MUp
abCOJIIOTHO CEePHIM U TIOYTH IYCTHIM. [IBUTAsICh JOMOM ITI0 YIUI[AM rOpofda, OH He 0O4YeHb oOpalan
BHMMaHUE Ha CTPEMUTEJILHO ITYCTEIOMKY ropoy. [laxke I TAKOT'0 BpeMEHU CYTOK U TaKOH ITOTOLHI,
CeromHs OH OBIJTI HaMHOTr0 0e3IogHel, ueM OOBIYHO.

- Azap!
- Yunurtenn?

Bo3Bpalnasick JOMOM, OH COOMPAIICS IPOJIE3Th JOMOM B OORIYHOM [JIsI CBOMX BHIXOIOK MECTe, HO He
moins mo moMecThs: KimaHa HeCKOJIBKO KBAPTAJIOB YCIIHIIIA OYeHbh 3HAKOMEIH T0JI0C, COABHII ITIar,
TIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY U YBHUMIEII OYeHb YBAXKaeMOI'0 UM YeJIOBeKa.

- YT0-TO CIIy4YHUIIOCH?

Ha BeuHO 6€3MSITEKHOM JIHIle YMYOPEHHOTO CeTUHAMMU CTaplia ceiyac ObIIM OTUETIMBO BUIHEI
clienbl 0eCIIOKOUCTBA.

- Kak xopoiro, 4To 5 HaIén Te6s MepBhIM, - TYT XKe CKa3aja TOT, 03UPasiCh II0 CTOPOHAM U
npubnIuXKasICh K MambyuKy. - Uoém co MHOM. - CXBATUB €ro 3a PYKY, CTAPUK TYT ke rmobexkas B
CTOPOHY U TIOTSHYJI €T0 3a co60M BCef.

- YuuTens, 4TO ciy4yunoch?! - KoHeyHo, Maab4uK eMy 6eCKOHEUHO NOBePsiJI, HO ero rpy6o CXBaTUIIU
3a PYKy ¥ IOTAIUIXA B CTOPOHY OT ropofa. He Tyma, roe Obiio moMecThe KiaHa [lyaH.

- He cnpammuBaii, mpocTo noupaeM! - OueHb CEPbE3HBIM, IOYTH UCIYTaHHBIM CTapUK TaIllUII ero 3a
PYKY U MaJIb4uK pemuii 6eCIpeKOoCI0BHO MTOTUUHUTHCS.

[ToMecThe OMHOTO U3 CaMbIX MOTYIIECTBEHHEIX KJIAHOB OBIJIO IIPOCTO OTPOMHBIM. 3@ BEICOKUM 3a00pOM
pacnosarasoch MHOXECTBO JOMOB, KBapTaJOB CIIyT, TDEHUPOBOYHAIX IIOJIUTOHOB ¥ POCKOIIHEIX
cafioB. BrII0 HEBO3MOXKHO YMECTUTh TaKyl0 TEPPUTOPHUIO B LIEHTPE TOpofia ¥ BCE TIOMECThe
HaXOOMJI0Ch Ha ero OKpauHe, O1XKe K BeJIMKOMY TOpHOMY xpe0Ty. OfHaK0, MMEHHO K3-3a 3TOTO,
Jiopora K rOpofy TyT ToXe Oblla OfgHa.

Ilaxxe CBEpHYB C HEE, HRIPHYB B MEJIKUU ITPOYJIOK MEXKIy HEBEICOKUMHU NOMaMH, Bac OBIIIO JIETKO
HaWTy. MicnyraHHbINM CTapuK BEJ 3a COOOM CBOET0 YYeHUKA U €[JBa MUHOBAJI HECKOJILKO IOMOB, KaK
€ro IyTh IIPerpafyii YeThIPe POCIbIX YejoBeKa. B KpacHBIX Joclexax, OBepX CTEraHHOM KypTku. C
00HaXKEHHBIM OpykKHEeM, UCIIOJITHEHHEIM Ha OJUH MaHep.

[Tox cepbiM HEOOM B G€3TIOOHOM TIEPEYIIKEe, YEThIPEe MOTYUYUX BOMHA OKPYXKUIU MaJIeHbKOT'0
MaJibuMKa ¥ laBHO CEIoro CTapukKa.

- [lyan A3zap! - HerpoMKo cKa3asl OOVH M3 HUX, HallpaBUB Ha IPAYYIIEroCs 3a CIIMHOU CBOETo
yUuTENId MaJbYiKa OCTPUE YKpallleHHOro 6apxaToM KoImbs. - [lepBasi [IprHIlecca J0i0kKuiia OTITy,
YTO TH HaHEC eil cMepTeNbHYyI0 00uny. ITo mpuka3y Ero BenuuectBa MMnepaTopa, 3a Takoe
IIpeCTyIJIeHUe Thl IPUTOBApUBAEIILCA K CMePTH!

- A? - KoHe4HO, OH 3THUX Jiofied y3Has. OH KaXabli IeHb BUOET 3Ty POCKOIIHYI0 OPOHIO B CTeHAx
OBOPIIA ¥ TTO3TOMY, JIUIIh YCIIBIIIAB UX CJI0Ba, 0ECKOHEYHO CEePHIM MUDP Mepe[ rila3aMu Malab4yuKa TYT
XKe OIyCTell.



- A3ap, HE CHYHJ&I;I ero! - TYT 2K€ KPHUKHYJI CTAPHUK IIepea HUM, HO MaJIb4YHUK y2Ke He CIIyIIall.

OTu YeTHIpe 4YesoBeKa TOYHO ObIx uneHaMmu MiMnepckoy ['Bapauu. JIydmmMu U3 TydIinx, KTO
clemyeT TOJIBKO IpuKa3y MMnepaTopa ¥ OHHU... IPUIUIX CIOfa UMEHHO 3a HUM.

- [Touemy? - Cupocun oH, - UTo s Takoro chenan?
- Mep3Koe 0Tpofbe, - XMBIKHYJI TOT, KTO 3TOT OTPSIA BET. - YMpu!

- Azap, 6eru!! - BpoCOK KOIbs 3TOT0 MYKUMHEBI OBLI TAKUM CTPEMUTEJIBHBIM, UTO €70 CBUCT TYT XK€
paseTencs o OKpyre BMECTe C BETPOM.

Ce[nou CcTapuK CpearupoBaj MTHOBEHHO, II0JIOKUB PYKY Ha OCTPHUE 3TOT0 KOIbSI ¥ OTBELS €T0 B
cropony. Illaruyn B 00K, ¥ TYT XKe TOIKHYJ MajibYuKa 3a co00i B IPY/b, BEIBOAS U3 OKPYKEHUS U
3aCJIOHSSI eT0 CBOeH CIIUHOU.

- Beru Buepén! 4 3amepxy ux!
- Vuurens! - OTmIaTHYBIIXCH HA3a[l, OH BAOEN yAap KONUM U THEBHHIM B3I CTapUKa.

- Hu o0 uém He gymai, Azap! Beru, st moronio Te6s mo3xe! - CpaxkaTbCsS IPOTUB YETBEPHIX fakKe eMy
6110 HeBoOOpa3uMo CJI0KHO. [ToHafesBIIMCh Ha 61aropa3ymMue CBOET0 Y4eHUKa OH OTIIPABUII €T0
IIPOYb U TOT, IYCTh U OBIJT HAIIyTaH, BCE XKe, YTBePAUTEIbHO KUBHYI. OTCTYNUII Ha3ap U mobexar
OTTyMa, MUHYS YK€ TEMHbIE TIePeYIKH y OTHUKANIITNX TOMOB.

Bexan u cipllian 3a CIMHOU CBUCT ¥ BOM OTTOYEHHBIX Konuii. CIBIIIal yaapsl MeTala 0 MeTasl U
TUXUHN KPUK, 03HAYAIOIIUY YTO STUM BeYepPOM yKe IIPOIUIach KpoBb. KTO-TO 3a €ro criuHOM moruo.
OH noHMMaI - u3-3a Hero. Ho oH He MoHKUMAI - 3a 4TO0. He MOHMMaI, 9YTO OH TaKOro caesnain. YTo oH
TaKOT'0 CKa3aJjl, 4To MMIepaTop OTIIpaBuUiI 3a HUM €r0 MOTYIeCTBEHHBIX BOMHOB.

- Ecnu u paBpa He XOTena... - IPOIIUIIe] OH, BCIIOMHUB €€ II0CNIelHUe CI0Ba. - Eciu He XoTena, TO
3aueM?! - Banirpasna B HEM yKacHas o6upga. - Ecnu s Tebe He HyKeH, TO ToYeMy Tak?!

BricTpo mepebupasi HOTaMu, C KaxXKIbIM MTHOBEHHEM YCKOPsisi Oer OH IIOHUMAJI, I0YeMy YIUTEelb
nobexkas KMeHHO ciofla. BepHyThCs B moMecThe certyac OymeT 6uieToM Ha TOT CBET U OH OBLIT
IOCTaTOYHO HETJIYTIHIM, YTOOBI 3TO IIOHUMATh. [IBUTasCh BIIEPEN U MOYTH BHIOPABIIKMCH U3 TOPOAa OH
yKe BUfel nepen co0oii MecTo, 0T KOTOPOTO 110 BceMy Telly pobexkai 03H00. TaM faneko, y camoro
TOPU30HTA BRICUIIUCH K HeOY Benmukue I'OpEl, ¥ XOTS OTCIOOA OHU Ka3aJIMCh MMOYTH KPOUIEYHEIMU OH
3HaJI, BEICOTa Benukoro XpeOTa HACYUTHIBAET MHOT'O THICSY METPOB. KOHEeYHO, mazke B3POCIIHII
YyeJI0BEK HU 3@ 4TO OBl HE CMOT TaM BHIKHUTD, Be[lb JaxKe JIeC MeXIy HUM U 3TUMHU ropaMu
HeBooOpa3uMo cTpaiHoe Mecto. OH 3HaJ, YTO HYyXKHO OexkaTh Tyfga. Ho 6exkaTh Ty[a - BePHBIN IIyTh
K cMepTd. CKopee Bcero myTh 0ojiee OBICTPEIN, YeM BEPHYTHCS IIPSIMO ceidac JOMOM.

- Bpart! - Yke ycneB 0T4asiThCS, OH BHOBb YCIIBIIIaN KPHK ¥, BCKUHYB T'OJIOBY, VBUOEN Iepen coboi
POIHOTO YesioBeKa. BbICOKUY mapeHb BCTPETUII €0 B3TJIAOM U TYT K€ OKJIMKHYJI, 3aCTaBlisgs CEPALe
MaJIbYMKa ITPOMYCTUTh TAKT.

KoHeuHo, - mogyMar oH. Y Hero ObIT HE TOJIBKO YYUTENb. Y HEro Obljla CeMbsi, KOTOpas HU 3a 4TO €0
He Opocut. Ero Ovl HU 3acTaBuiu Oexath ciofa 0e3 IylaHa U OH TYT JKe YCTPEMUJICS K CTaplieMy
OpaTy, KOTOPHIM BCE 3TO BpeMs ero xKmial.

- Vuurens cpaxaetcs! - Cka3as oH, mogderas Ouxe.



- 4 3Hato, upém! - OTBETHII TOT, TYT XK€ CXBAaTHUB PYKYy Miafiiero Opata. - CriepBa cOexkuM U3 TOpPoOfa,
moToM mmoroBopuM! - Témast pyka, BHYIIAIOIIAs YBEPEeHHOCTh ¥ CUIY, 00XBaTUIa €ro JafgoHb U
IOTaIIMIa 3a Co00M, a MaJIeHbKUY MaJIbuMK TOJIBKO IIOJyMaJl, YTO - BOT OHO. BOT 4TO 3HAYUT - UMETH
cuny. UMeTh CUIy 3alllUTUTh TeX, KTO Tebe gopor. IMeHHO 00 3TOM OH ¥ Hadasn MeuTaTb. UMeHHO
TaKHMM OH XOTeJI BLIPOCTH - 3aKPHIBaTh CIIUHOM TEX, KTO eMy fopor. CBOIO CEMBIO.

- Bpar... mpocTH... - [IpUCIOHSSACh K CTEHE U IMPOMyCcKas MUMO cebsl ITaTPY/Ib TOPOICKOM CTPaXKH.
JIéxXa Ha 3eMJIe ¥ 3aTauB ObIXaHWE, OHU 00a [IBUTANTHUCh HA CEBEP U BHIIIIKM U3 TOPOa, OCTABUB 3a
CIIMHOW BHICOKME CTEHBI POJOBOTO IIOMECThsl. Marnyeckue 3BepHy Halafaly U3 Jeca He 4acTo, HO
MMEHHO 3TU CTEHHI 3allUIaIi TOPO C ceBepa. BripoueM, cefiyac criaceHue jexkano He 3a HUMH, a
Hao000pOT, B IPOTUBOIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY OT HUX.

- Yro TH cmenan? - EmBa oHu B6eXasd B Jlec, KaK POCIIBIN IapeHb IOBEPHYJIICS K MIaAIieMy OpaTy u
IIPpUZKAJl ero K BEICOKOMY fiepeBy. - UTO TEI HAaroBOpUJI IIpuHIecce?!

- 4... - TOYTH 3a[IOXHYJICS TOT, HUKOT A He OIyIas OT CBOero 6paTra TakKOoro THEBA M arPeCCHH. -
Bpar... - cka3an oH, YyBCTBYS KaK IT0 IIeKaM HauMHAIOT 0exKaTh [IBe CTPYUKU 3aPOKAAIOIIUXCS CIIE3
OT HecIIpaBeqIuBoK 00Uk - 4 HHu4Yero He caenan! A mpocTo moobeman eé 3anminarh! 1 X0Tesn cTaTh
CUJTBHBIM, BO3TJIaBUTh CEMbIO ¥ 3alIUTUTL BCceX Bac! U Tebs, u oTia! f mpocTo X0Ten HaUTH Iefb, Kak
U cKa3aJs yuurtesb! XoTen cTapaTbea!

- Kakue rpoMKue Ci0Ba, - XMBIKHYJI TOT, ¥ B €70 CIIOKOMHBIX TJ1a3aX TyT 2Ke IIPOCKOYMIa 37I0CTh.
- Bpat? - [laxke CKBO3b CJIE3BI OH YJIOBUJI 9TOT U3MEHUBLIUUCS B3TJISAM.

- Kak xe MeHst 6eCUT TBOM B3IJIS... - IPOIIKUIIEI TOT, CMOTPS Ha Myafmiero Opara. - Bcerma takoun
CaMOYBEPEHHBIN, YTO MPOCTO TOIIHUT! - CKa3as OH, CXKMMas B PyKe BUCSIINN Ha €r0 TaJlud CTalbHOU
KWHZXKaJl. - Bcerma Takol caMOOOBOJILHEIHN, CJIOBHO CUMTAIOIINY ce0s BEIIIe 110000 13 Hac! Bcé
BCerma mony4daeTcs. Bce TOMBbKO U AeJaioT, YTO HOCATCS BOKPYT Tebsi. U oTel, u npuHnecca! Ckasar,
YTO BO3IJIABUIIEL CEMbIO U Jaxke OPoBbi0 He moBén!!

- 41... He mpaB? - O3aJavyeHHO CIPOCKIT MAJIbYHK ITepel HUM, Ha CAaMOM [ieJie He TIOHUMas, Ile KUMEeHHO
omuocA.

- He cmoTtpu Ha MeHs!! - TyT ke B3peBes TOT, a 3aTeM, BCKUHYB PYKY, CO BCEM CHUIJIH yIapuJl 3TUM
KMHXKaJIoM. BEIXBATHB €ro C JIeBOM CTOPOHH U py0aHyB HalpaBo, IPSIMO I10 JIUIY CBOero Opara.

- A-a-apx!!! - XonogHas cTank OMyCcTU/IaCh Ha JIUI[O MaJibuYhKa M BIPHI3JIach B TEJIO, YOAPUB MIPSAMO 110
€ro rja3aM U OCTaBUB Ha TeJjle YKaCHYI0, KPOBOTOYAIIYIO paHy.

- He cmeit cMoTpeTh Ha MeHs Tak!! - BHOBL 3apeBest TOT, BCKUHYB PYKY K HeOy ¥ BHOBb OIIYCTUB
KWHKaJl, yIapuB B TOXKEe MECTO, HO Teleph 10 JUaroHasiyd, 1 BHOBb OCTABUB Ha TeJle GpaTa 3USIOIINA
cJieq OT JIEBOTO yXa A0 IpaBou Ieku. - He cmoTpu Ha MeHs!!! - B TpeTui pa3 OH BCKUHYJI PYKY U
BHOBb OITyCTHUJI KHHXKaJI, 0OCTaBUB IIOCIIEJHUMU yHapaM# Ha JIUIle Majb4yUKa [IBe 3epKaJlbHblEe
OTMETHUHEL.

CxaTHUBIIKCE C IepeBa, 0 KOTOPOe ONUpPAJICS CIMHOM, yIIaB Ha CHIPYI0 3eMJII0 U YyBCTBYS Kak IO
BCEMY TeNy UAET OpoxXKb. MickaneyeHHbI peOEHOK CMOTPENT HA CBOM JIaIOHM, YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ha HUX
KaraeT ero coOCTBEHHAsI KPOBb, HO GOJIbIIIe HE MOT €€ BUAETh. TOJTbKO YYBCTBOBATh, KaK TEKYT 110
JIUITY €ro MOCJIeHUE B 9TOM XKU3HU CJIE3H, OCTABIIAS BO PTY TSIXKENBIM MeTaUIMUeCKUil IPUBKYC.

- BO3r1aBUTh CEMbIO ¥ 3ALTUINATh MEHSI? A KOTO THI cripocui?! C 4ero T yBepeH, UTO MHE 3TO
Hy2KHO?! - 3apeBes TOT, Cropast OT rHeBa. [I0BEPHYBIINCEH K CBEPHYBILIEMYCS Ha 3eMJie TeJy, OH



HarHYJICS K 3eMJie ¥ CXBaTHUI Mylafaiiero O6paTa 3a meo. - C 4ero THI B35J1I, YTO THI CTaHEeIIb I'J1aBoM
cembu? 4 - nepsrii HacnenHuk! 4 - Ilepsoi 'ociopun!!

- Bpar... - mpoxpunen ToT, norubas mof HellagHOM XBaTKOM. be3 cum conpoTuBnaThcd. be3 XKenaHus
YIIOPCTBOBATh U OOPOTHCS. BeCKOHEYHEIN YEPHEIN MUP 3aCJIOHUI €r0 B30p U IIOXOPOHUII B HEM,
BBIOPOCUB M3 COOCTBEHHBIX UIM03uil. Hu Tonbko npuniecce. OH ObUT He HYXKeH Jaxe COOCTBEHHON
cembe. He HyXkeH ObIJT COGCTBEHHOMY OparTy.

- YMpu, u nyckait Tebst CoxpyT 3Bepu! - 'oyioc OH Cyblan, HO He BuAes auila. Crblinaa B3Max, HO He
BUMETI JIETSIIEN B €T0 TPYAb CTalu. A 3aTeM, HEBUIUMas CHJia IIPOCTO OTOPBasia PyKy ero 6pata oT
€ero 1meu u o0pyIinsia MaabYriKa Ha 3eMJTI0, BHOBbL 3aCJIOHUB CIIMHOM. [aXKe yIaB Ha 3eMJI0, Jaxe He
CIIOCOOHEBIY OOJIbIIIE CBOMMHU I'Ia3aMH CMOTPETh, OH MOT TI0YYyBCTBOBATh, Ybsi MMEHHO 9TO Obl/la CUja U
CIIMHA.

- Yuurens...

Cemo6GopombIll CTApUK MOSBUJICS PSANOM C HUMH, HaTHAll UX ¥ Pe3KUM IBUXKEeHNeM pPa30pBall XBaTKy
Ha ropjie Majb4yuKa, pa3Bens OpaTheB APYT OT ApyTra Ha [IeCsSTOK METPOB.

- [Tepseiit Monogout Mactep... - IPOXpUIIET OH, CMOTPS Ha JieXalllero Ha 3eMJie YYeHUKa U U TPU
yKaCHbIe paHbl, OTHSBIINE Y HEro ria3sa. - [lepseii Mosogoy MacTep... 3a4eM Takasi XKeCTOKOCTh??!!
- 3aKpuyYas OH, He B CHUJIaX TOBEPUTH, UTO TAKOE MOT COTBOPUTHL C €r0 BOCIUTAaHHUKOM KPOBHBIHM OparT.

- XM, - XMBIKHYJI TOT, OTYCTUB KUHKaJI. - 9TO IIPOCTO CITy4alHOCTb. & XOTeN ero youTh, HO OH
COTIPOTUBIISAICS. & He XOTEeJl ero My4HUTb.

- O Benpb Bai Gpart!!

- OH BCE paBHO [OJIKEH YMEPETh, - CKa3ajl TOT HeBHPa3UTEIbHEIM TOHOM. - Kakas pa3HuIla, KTo
MMEHHO ero yObeT? VK nydiie 3To caenat s, yeM Mmmepatop. Het?

CMOTpsI Ha CXKABIIEr0 OT IPOCTH 3yOrI cCTapuka, Mojonoi MacTep nepen HUM OPOCHII Ha HEro
BEICOKOMEPHEIN B3TJISIM, BHOBh CJKajl B PyKe KHHXKaJl ¥ JIETOHBKO KaYHYJI UM B CTOPOHY, COPOCHUB C
OCTpHS HECKOJIBKO KalleJlb ellé CBeXeH KPOBH.

- OTouau B CTOPOHY, CIIyTa.
- Her, - TyT e OTBETHI TOT, C HECKPhIBAEMOU SPOCTHIO.

- Xouellb CpaxkaThCs CO MHOU? - YIEIOHYJICS TOT. - X04elllb TOUTYU IPOTUB MeHs? 3Haelllb, 4YeM 3T0
KOHYUTCA?

- {1 mpekpacHo 3Hao, YeM CETONHSAIIHUYN OeHb KOHUUTCS. - OTBETUIT CTaPUK OYEHb TUXUM T'OJIOCOM. -
Tak 4TO 3TO 5 MOMXKEH CIIPOCUTL. [TepBrd Monogo#t MacTep, Bbl YBEPEHH], YTO XOTUTE CPaXkKaThCs CO
MHOU?

l'omoc, moHBIN HelHYTO‘{HOfI YT'PO3BI KOCHYJICA YXa MOJIOOOTO IMaPHA X TOT 3aMEeTHO OPOTHYII,
HEO0CO3HAaHHO OITYCTUB KMHZKaJl.

- Moii oTel] CKOPO IPUIET, - XMBIKHYJI OH, OTBEPHYBILIKCH B CTOPOHY. - f1 eMy BCE paccKaxXy U TH BCE
PaBHO HUYETO He U3MEHHUIIIh!

A 3ateMm IIPOCTO KCY€3, HAIIPABUBIINCE B CTOPOHY I'OPOJAAd XU OCTAaBHB TdM CTOATH Y2K€ OdaBHO Cenoro



CTapUKa, 9epe3 MI'HOBEHHE OCEBIIETO HAa KOJIEHO U CXBATUBIIETOCA 3a C06CTB6HHYIO TPDyOb.

- Yépr...
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