— A-a-a-a-a-a-a-a?! — youBIeHHO 3aKpudan Toa, yBUAEB CTOSIIKE ITIepe HUM JOCIIEXH.

— Y-yt0?! YTO Ccmyyunocs? — Kijapa ToxXe BCKOYHUIIA.

— YeMy BHI TaK yOuBIeHHl, ['ocnogun?

— A KaK 4 JONIXKeH pearupoBaTh?!

— Bappak ¢ yTpa mopassiiie... KTO T, Y6PT BO3bMH, TaKoH? — Krapa BeITAL[UIa MeY, TOTOBast K
OUTBE C HE3HAKOMIIEM.

— 9to0 rpy6o, 3HaeTe nu. [loueMy Bl Bei€Te cebs Tak, CIOBHO YBUAEIN MOHCTpPaA?

— OTO OYEHb TOYHO OMUCHIBAET CUTYaLUIO!

Toa KUBHYJI rOJ10BOY B OTBET Ha KPpUKHU Kiapel.

— CHayvajla CHUMHU 3TOT LIJIeM U IT0KaXXKW HaM CBOE JIUII0! DTo XKe BeXJIUBO, He TaK JIu?

— He gymaro, 4TO yMECTHO TOBOPUTE O BEKJTMBOCTH, HAIlPABJIsAs Med Ha YeJloBeKa, KOTOPOTO BUIUTE
BIIEPBEIE... BIipoueMm, B 9TOM ecTh cMEIC. Hy, magHo... — YeoBeK, OfeThii B JOCIIEXH, ITOI0KUIT
PYKH Ha IIIJIEM U CHSIJI €To.

— Yto?!!

Toa u Knapa noTtepsinu gap peuu.

— Kaxk Bam?

Ha mecTe rososul Yy 4eJIOBEKa OblIa JTUIIh IMyCTOTa.

— H-met ronoswr?!

— YTo c TBOUM Temom?!

— HpOCTI/ITe, OHO OTIIPAaBHJIOCH Ha IIOMCKH qumeﬁ KU3HU. Xa-Xa-Xa, — OOCIEXU 3aCMESIINCH.

OHM OBUTAIOTCS ¥ PA3rOBapUBAIOT, Jaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BHYTPU UX HUKOTO HeT. HecMOTps Ha
IIepBOHAYaIbHYIO MaHuKY, Kiapa 3aMeTuia To, 4YTO BEPHYJIO et caMoo0iafgaHue.



— Ha atux gocmexax BEITPABUPOBAHEI MAalrn49€CKHUE 3HAKHU.

— Oii, TeI 3aMeTHNIa? BCE BepHO, 1 aBTOHOMHBIM CONAAT, KOTOPHIY IIEPEIBUTAETCS C IIOMOIIIBIO
Marm4eckux 3HaKOB Ha OpoHe.

— Marunueckue 3Haku? ABTOHOMHBIN COIOAT?

3BYYUT 3HAKOMO.

Hackonbpko Toa IOMHUII U3 YPOKOB, Maru4ecKre 3HAKU HAMeIsIy IpeIMeThl MarudecKou CUIION OJIs
BBITTOJTHEHUS PA3/IMYHBIX KOMaHA. Korma MiMmepusi vcIbITana OCTPYI0 HEXBATKY COJIAAT, OHA
TIIOTIRITAJIaCh CO37aTh TAKMX BOT aBTOHOMHBIX BOMHOB. OfHAKO B y4yeOHUKe OBIJI0 CKa3aHO, YTO 3TOT
IJ1aH MpoBanuics. Y, K ToMy Xe, OH BII€pBhIE CJIBIIIA O Maru4eCKUX 3HaKaxX, KOTOPkle MOTJIN
3acTaBnsaTh OPOHIO BeCcTH cebs MomoOHO pa3yMHOMY CYILECTBY.

Knapa, moxoxe, gymasna B TOM XKe KJTIO4e.

— Ho s yBepeHa, 4To MarndecKue 3HaKH, He MOTYT IIPENOCTaB/IATh IpeagMeTaM TaKyio CBoOOIy
BEIOOpA... TH TPEBPATHIICST B MOHCTPA, fa?

Knapa cHoBa nofHs1a KOHUMK CBOEro Meda. ['oBopsiiias OpoHs BepHYyJIa IJieM Ha MeCTO U IOgHsIa
o0e pyKH” BBepX. BU{UMO, IEMOHCTPUPYS OTCYTCTBUE BpaxKmeOHOCTH.

— Hy, ny. Iloxkany#icra, ycrokoucs. g He coOupach C BaMU CpaxKaThCs, U S YK TOUHO He KaKOH-
HUOyOb MOHCTP. [IpOCTO ONMH YeI0BEK IIPUKa3all MHE OXPaHATh 3TO MECTO.

— OxpauaTs? 310 MecTo? — Toa CKJIOHUI T0J10BY HAOOK.

K KOHIIy BOMHBI, 9Ta KPemocTh ObljIa IOCTPOEHA JIUIIb Ha I0JI0BUHY. KaKoi CMBICH 3aIlUIIaTh
HeJofle/IaHHYI0 KpenocTh? Yy 3TOT aBTOHOMHBIN CONIaT ObIJT pa3MeIleH 3[ech 3apaHee?

— U K10 9TOT 4esioBEK?

— Hruine nokounsil Ero Benuuectso UMmmepaTop.

— Wwmmnepatop!.. U MHOrO Bac Takux?

— Pa3pa60TKa HaXO0aouJiaChb B SKCHepI/IMeHTaHBHOﬁ CTaguH, U 1O MaCCOBOT'O ITPOU3BOACTBa OEJI0 TdK 1
He OO0IIJIo, ITO3TOMY, K COXKAJIEHUIO, S TaKOM ONMH.

HamnpskeHne HEMHOTO CIIao, ¥ Toa CIPOCH:



— 3HAYUT, BCE 9TO BPEMS ThHI OBII 3aIIMTHUKOM 3TOTO MecTa?

— Ia. OgHAaKo CTO JIeT Ha3a[, KOrda BoMHA 3aKOHYMJIIACh, MOM MarudyecKny UCTOYHHUK HCUYE3,
II03TOMY MHE IIPUIIIOCH IEPEUTH B CHAIIUN PEXKUM.

— Xoyemb CKa3aTh, TH NPOCHYNCI? U Korga 3TO CIy4YUiIocs?

— IIpominoi HOYEIO.

— Yto?!

He noxozke Ha coBIlafeHue.

— TBI IPOCHYJICSA OT TOT'0, YTO MBI IPHUIIIIU CIOfa?

— 3JT0 BCE Onaromaps BaM, ['ocIiomuH, — JOCIeXHU ITOCMOTpenH Ha Toa.

— Mue?

— Ecnu nogyMats, OH yKe HaBHO Ha3bBaeT TebOs rocnoguHoM. He 3Haens noueMy?

— H-nert... — OH OHATHUS HE UMEII.

Bo3M0XkHO, 3TO pe3ynbTaT BUepallHux feucTBul Toa. OgHako ero HaBHK — [[lopTHOM], pa3Be MOXeT
nogo0Hast CIoCOOHOCTh BIUATH Ha @BTOHOMHYI0 OPOHIO?

— THI... MOXKeT THI CKPBIBa€Illb KAKOU-TO IOPa3UTENbHEIM HABBIK?

— Jla HeT XKe, y MeHs Oecrone3Has crioco6HoCTh [[TopTHOM].

— [[TopTHO#]? IlepBEIi pa3 0 TAKOU CIIBILIY.

HGYI[I/IBI/ITGTIBHO, YTO JOCIIEXU HE 3HAJIH.

910 OBLN HABHIK, KOTOPHEIN ITOCTABUI B TYIUK CBAIIeHHUKOB KoponeBcTtBa ®epHaH[0, a BeOh Yepes
HUX IIPOIIIX THICSYY NTofen!

— Ho s TouHo yBepeH, ['ocrioguH... biiaromapst BaM s IIPOCHYJICS, BIIEPBHIE 3a CTO JIET, ¥ CHOBa MOTY
XOOUTH 110 KPenocTu. To, 94TO Ka3aloCh HEBO3MOXKHEIM, BHOBb CTaJI0 peasibHBIM, — [OCIIeX Haval



OypHO BEIpaXKaTh CBOIO 61arOapHOCTE.

— Xa-xa-xa, — ¢ KpuBo# yneiOKoi Toa mepeBén B3rsan Ha Knapy. OHa, Ka3anoch, 0 Y4EM-TO
paccyxpana, IoJI0KHKB PYKy Ha IO00POIOK 1 TPOOOpPMOTaB: «XM».

— YTo-TO HE TakK?

— ...  TyT nogymana. MoxeT TBOM HaBHIK BOBCe He [[lopTHOI]?

—A?

— HHade s He MOTy OOBSICHUTS, IIo4YeMy 3Ta 6p0HH O2KHJIa BIIEPBBIE 3a CTO JIET U HA3BIBAET Tebs
rocmonuHoM. M Bcs 9Ta CUTyalld He IM0X02Ka Ha YbIO-TO IOYTKY.

BriBopbl Kitaps! Obl1u BosiHe JIoru4yHBIMU. Y Toa He OBIJI0O apryMeHTOB IJIs1 Bo3paxkeHuit. OmHaKO
cnenyomye cioBa Kimapsl okasanu emie 60nbinii 9QppeKT:

— TEL... THI KOTHA-HUOY O UCIIOIB30BAJ CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH?

Toa 3agymarcs.

[[TopTHo#] ... Ka3anoch, 4TO eCTh JIUIIh OrPpaHUuYeHHbIe BUAB Pa00T, KOTOPEIe MOXKHO HOeJaTh C
TIOMOIITbIO 9TOT0 HaBhIKA, HO Toa HUKOTa He ObIT XOPOIII B TAKUX TOHKUX 3aHSATUSX, I03TOMY OH TaK
U He CyMeJl OBlafeTh UM. MoxKeT ObITh, OH He TakK IIPOCT, U JeMCTBUTENIBHO KaK-TO CBSI3aH C
KPEemoCThi0?

— ... XMm?

B ronose Toa Bo3HUKJIa OOHA MBIC/Ib, KOTOpasi, BO3MOXKHO, UMeJIa Iof Co00M MOYBY.

[[I. m: manee mepeuny Ha OJOCIOBHEBIN TEPEBO]

PeMeceHHUK «OOeXObl».

... PeMecsieHHUK [€Ecaii].

PemecneHHUK «KpPEeIoCcTu».

Torpa... TOT YenoBek ckasan [Ecaii=Iluteé=PaboTa ¢ omexnmoii]. [IoCKONIbKY 3TO GBI YHAKATbLHEIA
HaBBIK, 3TO CJIOBO BOCIIPUHSIJIN KaK «IIHUTHE», U KOTHA €r0 IPOM3HECIIH, BCe IOIyMasld, UTO



crroco0HOoCTH Toa CBSI3aHbI C ONEX/I0H.

[I1. m: mepornmuds [I] (uuthe/omexknma) u [J[] (KpemocTs) B SIIOHCKOM S3bIKe 3By4aT OOUHAKOBO —
«écaii»]

B npuHIMne, Teopust JOBOJIbHO yOeouTeIbHas.

— MoxeT OBITh... XOTS I BCE eIlé COMHEBACh.

OnHako BCE CUJTBHO U3MEHUJIOCH C TeX, IIOP KakK OH ITOJIOXKHUJI PYKY Ha CTEHY U Ipo0opMOTast CJI0BO
«basza». [la ¥ OPyrux IpeanoiokKeHui MPoCTO-HAIIPOCTO HeT.

— Hy, pa3 Tak, To maBaiiTe IpOBEPUM, — CKa3ajIi JOCIIEXH.

— Tet xo4ens yOeOuTLCS?

— Ecnu cenmanbHOCTh ['ocioguHa [PemMecieHHUK KpemnocTH], a He [[TopTHOI], To, CKopee BCEro, oH
BO3POIUT U OCTAJNbHYIO YacTh KpPemocTH. [Togaya Maruu KO MHE BO300OHOBHIACh, HO BaXKHO BO3POIUTh
U «3TO».

— «39T10»? — Toa u Knapa oqHOBpeMEHHO IOBEPHYIN I'OJIOBHI.

— Ox? Bel pa3Be He BUAenu? JT0 He TOT pa3Mep, KOTOPHIY HeJlb3d He 3aMETHUTbh.

— He xopmu BOKpPYT a OKOJIO.

— Hy, nyuie oguH pa3 yBUOETh, YEM CTO Pa3 YCIIBIIIATE.

— 3... noronu... do.

— Acb? — 0TO3BaJIUCh OOCIEXU Ha HeusBecTHoe uMs. — doj... ato a?

— Ara, CTPaHHO, YTO TEI HE UMEEITb UMEHH, BEOb Thl MOXKEIITh O6H.[&TLC${ C HaMH, U B 3TOM IIJIaHE HE
CUJIBHO OTJIMYAd€lIbCA OT YEeJIOBEKaA, ITO3TOMY A IMoayMall, YTO CTOUT OaThb Tebe uMs.

— Ho noyemy uMeHHO «P0»?

— 910 BeckposHas Kpenocts Oudop. Tonpko «®op» 3By4YUT He 04€HD, T03TOMY «D0JI».



— Kak-To mpocToBaTo, — C COMHeHueM npousHecna Kiapa, Ho peakuust gociex Oblsla COBEPIIEHHO
WHOH.

— ®@o7... Kakoe 3ameyaTenbHOe UMs. MHe OHO oYeHb HpaBUTCS. C 3TOro MOMeHTa 51 Oyay Ha3klBaTh
cebsa ®oi, 'ocromu.

BoT Tak aBTOHOMHBIM COJIAAT MOIYYUIT CBOE COOCTBEHHOE MMS.

)%k

Bepmomeie ®010M, OHUM NIPOOJIKUIIY IIYTh K 3alafHON YaCTU KPETIOCTH.

— OH... JOJITO HaM UATH?

— OTO 3alMET eIre HEKOTOPoe BpeMs.

Kmi04oM K BRISICHEHUIO TOTO, BEPHEI JIKX UX IIPEOIIOJIOZKEHU A, ABJIIATIOCh «3TO» — TO, K YHEMY OHH
cenyac HAIIPABIIAIINCE.

— BorT Kak...

Toa BeITEp 10T co 16a. OH MPUBHIK K X0Ob0e, HO 3Ta KPEIoCcTh OueHb Oobimas. B yueOHMKe ObIIO
MaJio0 HGOPMAILWH, JIUIIL TO, YTO KPEIIOCTh He 3aBepIlieHa, U Jaxke 0 MeCTOIIOJI0XKEeHUN He OBIIO0
CKa3aHO HU CJIOBA, He TOBOPS YK O BHYTPEHHEN CTPYKType U mouiagu. OrsabBasch BOKPYT, OH
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 MHTEPEC K 3TOMY MECTY CTAHOBHUJICS BCE CUIIbHEE.

Knapa, TeM BpeMeHeM, HaddJla YCTaBaThb.

— ... 9TOT IyTh KOTHa-HUOYIbh 3aKOHYUTCS?

— MEI TOYTH Ha MecTe.

Bckope, mocie CIIOKOMHOTO OTBETa Ha CBap/uBhIM Bompoc Kmapel, @01 0CTaHOBUIICS.

— 970 37ech?



— Her, HY2KHO emé CIIYCTUTBCA.

B ToM MecTe, Kyna yka3an ®oj, Oblia 1eCTHUIIA, BEOyIas B IOBal.

— Yto? BHu3?.. Kak-T0 9TO MOJO3PUTENHHO.

— He Bonnyiics, g Te0s He ChEM.

— V MeHs HET MPUYUH [JIg J0oBepus... S pasHecy Te0s1 Ha KYCKH, eClI¥ HaYHEIlh BECTH ce0si CTPaHHO.

— He crecHaucsi, — cka3aB 970, Qo CIyCTUICS IO JIECTHULIE.

— ... [onimém.

Toa HeCKOIbKO CeKyH[ Konebascs, Ho BCE Xke mocienoBai 3a PooM, Begb 3T0, BO3MOXKHO, ObIIT
€IMHCTBEHHHIN ITaHC PAaCKPHITh IOTEHITNAI eT0 HaBHIKaA.

— O-oii! He octaBnsau MeHsi! — Kitapa mocnemHo mnociegoBana 3a Toa, BAGUMO He XkKejas 0CTaBaThCs
OIIHOMH.
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