— A?.. Xouellb HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh?

Toa 6pén mo He3HaKOMOMY jiecy. Biopo Pe3epBa cuuTamoch 6eCrione3Hoi opraHu3alye, mo3ToMy
ero OTIYCTUIK 0e3 JTUIIHUX BOMPOCOB. Toa MOKUHY 00LUIEKUTHE, B3SIB C COO0H MUHUMAJILHOE
KONM4YeCTBO Oaraxa, ¥ HavaJl CBOE MyTemecTBre 663 KaKoro-Tu00 KOHKPETHOTO MMyHKTA Ha3HAYEHUS.
[ToTepsiB [Be TIaBHEIE 1€/ CBOY XKU3HU (I00EIUTh IeMOHUYECKHUX 3Bepeil U 3aIlUTUTh TOIPYTY
metcTBa) Toa IPeBPaTHUIICS B XOMIUUI TPYII, HO Yepe3 [Be Hedeln eMy, HaKOHeI, YIaloch IepenTH K
TIO3UTHBHOMY MEILIIIEHUIO, ¥ OH ITOCTABUII Iepef co00i HOBYIO IieNlb. Tereph OH X0TeNl HauTh
IIOCTOSIHHYIO paboTy.

Yro6rl ocTHYb 3TOT0, Toa HampaBuics Ha or. Tam Haxopunock Koponesctso Cenuyc, BTopasi 1o
BeJINUMHE CTpaHa Ha KOHTHHeHTe. OH OBbIJT yBEPEH, UTO CMOXKET HaUTH TaM paboTy. Y Hero He OBII0
orbITa PaboTH ¢ HaBHIKOM [[TOopTHOI], HO, ecriu ObI OH OBJIQfiesT UM, TO, BO3MOXKHO, CMOT OBl OTKPHITh
MarasuH OfeXabl B KopoieBCKOii CTOHUIIE.

— Torma MHe He IpUIETCS OECIIOKOUTHCS O CBOEM IPOITUTAHUH.

TepsaTh ObITI0 HeUero. 3amuTa ICTeNb, MECTh 3a POOUTENEN U OOHOCENIbYaH, TO, pagy Yero OH XOTe
cTaTh uieHoM CesineHHOM KaBanmepuu, BCE 3TU MeUTHl OOJIbIIIE He UMENHU CMBICIa. Kak TOTbKO OH
nokuHyn KoponeBctBo ®epHaHI0 C HET'O CJIOBHO CIajl TAKKUU I'Py3. ITO OBIJIO CTPAHHO, eCiu OBl He
BCe 3TU 00CTOSITEIbCTBA, TO eMY OBl U B TOJIOBY HUKOT'/Ia He MPHUIIIa TaKas ONTUMUCTUYHAS UIes.

— KOpOHeBCTBO CGJ’II/IYC... Ilo 3TOTO 4 CHbIIIaN JIUIlh Ha3BaHUe, HMHTEPEeCHO, 4YTO 3TO 3a CTpaHa?

B ronose Toa ye BuTanu o6pa3sl cBeTioro Oygyiiero. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT...

*Kam-kamn-kam*

C neba ymamnu Kamay Boabl. Toa OOHSI Ta3a.

— A... moxnab?

He ycnen oH omoMHUTLCS, KaK He00 proOpesio TYCKIIbIA CBUHIIOBHIM IIBET, & COHIIE CIIPSTANIOCh 3a
TYCTHIMU 00JIaKaMH.

— HyXHO0 HalTH YKpHITHE, II0OKA OH He IIPEBPATHUIICS B JIUBEHE...

Bcras mmop Gosbimoe JEPEBO, OH OT'JIAOeIICA BOKPYT B ITIONMCKaX 0oJiee HaIEKHOM 3AIIUTHI, U BCKOp€
YTO-TO PaA3riisigell.



— TaM... KaKoe-To 3gaHue?

3a mepeBbSIMHU IMOYTH HUYEro He OBIJI0 BUOHO, HO OYEBHUIHO, YTO 3TO OBIJI0O KaKOe-TO KaMeHHOe
coopyxeHue. OH mobexkas B Ty CTPOHY, TI0Ka JOXKAb HE YCUIIUIICS, HO, KaK Ha 3710, UMEHHO B 9TOT
MOMEHT HayaJICA JIUBEHb.

— yx!

EMy yoalloChb GBICTPO JIOGpElTBCH 10 30aHKA, HO OH Y2K€e IIOJIHOCTBIO ITPOMOK.

— BoT ke x...

CHsB MOKDPYIO OO€XKOYy W OKa3aBIIKUCh B HUZKHEM oenbe, Toa T'POMKO B3OOXHYII U CEJl.

— Ho rpoe ato s?

HeMHOT0 yCTIOKOMBIINCH, OH Ha4yasl UHTEPECOBATLCS OKPYyKamled 00cTaHOBKOM. CTPYKTYypa 3TOTO0
3MaHUs He 1M0X0XkKa HY Ha TOCTUHUITY, HM Ha YaCTHHIN moM. J[0Kb, TI0X0XKe, U He coOuparcs
IpeKpamnaThcs, mo3TomMy Toa pemrun HEMHOTO OCMOTPEThCS.

Bricokuit moTomoK. Bombias miomaab. B pa3HbIX MecTax MOXKHO OBIIO YBUAETH TOJCTHIE KOJIOHHE
HecyIed KOHCTpyKuuu. O4eBUIHO, YTO 9TO He OOBIYHBEINA JOM.

[Toxoxe, 3a 9TUM 37laHNEM JABHO HUKTO HE yXaxKMUBaJl, IPOOUBIIHNECS PACTEHHUS U MOX CO3[aBajlu
MpayHyI0 aTMochepy.

— KaxeTcs, 3mech HUKTO He XKUBET.

OH pemun 3aiiT¥ HEMHOT0 BriTy0Ob, YTOORI ITOIyYIlle Y3HATh 3TO MeCTO. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs OH
3aMeTHI JIECTHUILY, BUAUMO, BEIyIIyI0 Ha BTOPOU 3Tax. [IomHABIINCE TyAa, OH, HaBEPHOE, CMOXKET
TIOHSTh, THe OH. OCTOPOKHO MOMHUMASICh IT0 HEH MEIKUMM IIaXKKaMU, YTOOHI JIECTHUYHBIHN ITPOJIET,
He faii bor, He pyxHYJ, OH BCKOpe yYBUOE II0Iypa3pyLIeHHYIO OBEPb.

— O... OHa BefET Ha yIully.

Iloxknab BCE HUKAK He yTUXall, I09TOMY OH JIMIIh HEMHOTO BHITJISHYJ HapyXKy dyepes Iieflb B
CII0MaHHOM iBepu. EMy cpa3y xke Gpocuiics B rjia3a KaMeHHBIN I0JI, KOTOPBIM, Ka3aa0Ch, OBII
IIOBCIOAY. 3aTeM, II0 Ty CTOPOHY IIPOJIMBHOTO OOXKASA, OH 3aMETHUJI KaKOe-TO CTPOEHUE, IT0X0XKee Ha
BBICOKYIO OaIrHi0. JIuBeHb II03BOJISAN €My YBUAETH JIUIIb IpHMePHLEIe 0YepTaHus, HO, Ka3ajoch, OHa
3aHMMalia OrPOMHYIO TIIOIIab.



— Ona goBoJbHO OosbIad... A?..

Bepnysmrch o6paTHO, Toa 3ameTun 00sbInoN pBaHbl Gar. 2KenTas TUHUS HaprcoBaHa COOKY Ha
KpacHOM ()OHe, a B CeperHe PACIOJI0KeHA XUIITHAS IITHIIA C OCTPHIM B3TJISIOM.

— IJT0T (rar... npuHaamexkan mnepun 3aH3up?

BriBmast Umnepus 3aH3up. [JUKTaTypa, CyleCTBOBaBIIas A0 poxaeHusa Toa. Ucnonb3ys
nofiaBJIsollee TPENMYILeCTBO B BOGHHOW CUJie, OHa Hayajla OKKYIIUPOBaTh TEPPUTOPUU OIMKANIINX
CTpaH, HO IIpOUrpaja BOMHY COIO3HBIM BOKMCKaM, B KOTOphIe Bxoaunu PepHaHmo u Cenuyc, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB Obl/Ta YHUUYTOXKeHa. Toa MpoXoaus 3TO Ha YpPOKe BoeHHOU uctopuu. OH mopolen K ¢hyary u
pacmpaBui ero. B HuKHeN 4acTu OBIJIO BRIIIATO CJIOBO «Jludop».

Hudop?.. Heyxenu aTo Ta camas «beckpoBHas KpenocTts»?

Toa BCIIOMHUTT OIMH U3 YPOKOB. «BeckpoBHas KpemocTts» [Judop Oblyia Ha3BaHa TakK B UeCThb IOGEIb
B OUTBE, B KOTOPOIi He TI03BOJIMJIAa Bpary IPOHUKHYTL BHYTPb. biarogaps cBoeii HafieskHOM 000poHe U
WHTEHCUBHOMY apTUJUIEPUICKOMY OTHIO HUKTO BHYTPH He IIPOJIUIT U KaTlli KPoBH... He To 4T06H 3TO
CHJIbHO TIOMOTJIO, BOMHA y2Ke MOAXOOuIa K KOHITY, fa ¥ KPermocTs OblTa CUIIbHO HefmopaboTaHa, 1 He
CMOTJIa BECTH JaJibHenIe 60eBrle JeicTBUs. Ho moce BOMHEL €€ Tak U He pa3pyImiu, 61arogapst
IIPOYHOM KOHCTPYKIIMY, ¥ TOU OelleHoM IIeHb, B KOTOPYI0 oborescs Obl qeMoHTax. Ha3BaHue Takke
OBLTIO MPOHMEW, HaMeKaloIlel Ha To, 4YTO eé OPOCHUIIH.

— ... 3HA4uT, TH ToXke Oecnone3nasn? [IpsMo Kax .

Toa oka3sascs B 3a0POIIEHHON KPEITOCTH, KOTOPOH HUKTO He I0Ib30Baics. Korga ol momymai 06
3TOM, TO MCIIHITAll CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO OJIU30CTH.

— 4 Bocmonb3yiock TOOOM HEHAMONT0, — IPOOOPMOTAB 3TO, Toa HEXKHO KOCHYJICS CTEHH.

OH pemun oCTaThCS 3[ECh, ITOKA AOK/b He IpPeKpaTUTcs. ¥ B 3T0T MoMeHT Toa 0XBaTHUJIO CTPaHHOE
OLIyIIEeHUE.

— ... 4t10?

IToka oH JepP2KaJll PyKy Ha CTeHE, eMYy B I'OJIOBY IIPHUIIIIO «CJIOBO». OH He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUT, HO
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO JOJI2KE€H OBLT er0 CKa3aTh.

— ... [Ba3zal.

[ToBuHYSICH MHCTUHKTY, TOa IpOU3HEC ero. 3aTeM, Ha MTHOBEHUE, BCIBIXHYIa SIPKas BCIBIIIKA.
Yousnennsiii Toa 3akpely I'71a3a. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OH UX BHOBb OTKPHLJI, HO HE 3aMETHUII



HUKAKUX N3MEHEHU B OKPY2KaloIeM IIPOCTPaHCTBE.

— Temneps el1é u CBET KaKOU-TO...

[Toka OH yIUBIEHHO PA3MHIIUIST 00 KCTOYHUKE CTPAHHOTO CBETa, eT0 XKeNyJoK TPOMKO 3aypyall.

— ... Centuac nyuiue mogymaTh O TOM, KaK YTOJIUTh I'OJIOA. Y MeHS He 0CTa/loCh HUKAKOU e[bl, TaK 4YTO
IPUAETCS MOUCKATh KaKue-HUOyIb Opexy Uil CheloOHbIE TUKKUE TPABHL.

YeMm oH u 3aHsNCA. Toa cTapascs Bectu cebs 604po, CIIOBHO OTPSIXMBASICh OT JIUIIHUX MbICNeH. OH
6onbie He mogmaHHEN KoponeBcTBa ®epHaHIO, TIO3TOMY €My CTOUJIO COCPENOTOYUTLCS Ha
HACYIIHBIX feflaX. YHUUTOXEeHNe NeMOHNYEeCKUX 3Bepell JIy4Ille OCTaBUTh Ha TeX, y KOTO eCTh
COOTBeTCTBYyMIIMe criocobHoCTH. K cuacThio, Toa, Cepbe3HO OTHOCUBIINNCS K JIEKIUSAM y4eOHOTO
IIeHTpa, 00/lafian OOMKUPHEIMYI 3HAHUSIMU O CheJOOHBIX PaCTEeHUSX U opexaXx. Mcmonb3ys ux, OH C
yCcepaueM MPUHSJICS 3@ IOUCKU eHL.

— XM... A? 310 mof 3eTpu.

[Toucku 3aHSIM OKOJIO Yaca, HO OH OTHICKAJI IJIOABI IepeBa, KOTOPHIX XBATAJI0 Ha OOUH MIPHUEM ITHIIHN.
Kpome Toro, oH Hatesn nedeOHbIEe TPABH IJIST PaH ¥ XOpOIIe# paboTel KUIIeYHUKA. BpeMs He OBITO
oTpaveHo BoycTyw. OH Haescs HalIeHHRIME QPYKTaMy, HO Ha YJIUIle BCE elé He MpeKpaliaics
MOXKMb, TO3TOMY OH OCTAJICS B 3MaHUH.

— Hy, Toponuthcs MHe, B 0011EM-TO, HEKY[Ia.

Bo3M0KHO, TOg00HBIM ONTHMUCTUYHEIA HAaCTPOM CTajl CIENCTBHAEM IIOJTHOTO XelyaKa U HEKOTOPOTO
omrymenus: cBo6oael. OH OCMaTPUBaJl OKPECTHOCTH, ITOKA JOKIb HE MPEKPATHUIICS, HO BCKOPEe COJTHIIE
CeJIo 3a TOPU30HT, ¥ CHAPYKK BCE MOTPY3UIOCH BO MpakK. B TEMHOE BpeMsi CyTOK MOHCTPEI
CTAQHOBSITCS OUeHb aKTUBHBIMHU. T0a, HEXOTS, PEIINII IPOBECTH HOYb B 9TOM KpemocTu. Ceivac OH
IIBITAJICSI pa3kKedb KOCTEDP, MOHCTPHEI He JTIIOOUIN OTOHb.

_A?

Toa ycnplan Kakou-To IIyM U OTJISHYJICS, HO TaM HUu4Yero He Ob110. OH IOAyMal, 4To Y HEro
pasbrpanoch BooOpaxkeHue, HO BCKOPe 3BYK ITOBTOPMIICS. XOTh U OBIJI0O HEMHOTO KYyTKOBaTO, HO Toa
HAIPABUJICS B CTOPOHY UCTOYHUKA ITyMa. OH IIENT 0YeHb OCTOPOKHO, CTApasiCh HE U3MaBaTh HU
3BYKa, ¥ TIOCTETIEHHO TAUHCTBEHHHBIN IIyM Ha4WHAa CTAHOBUTHCS BCE ONMKe U OImxKe.

— 9TO0 37ech? — cKasal Toa.

BuezamnHo rnepen ero riia3aMu IIOABUJICS OpaH}KeBBIfI cBeT. UCTOYHUKOM, CKOpee BCero, OBIJT OTOHb.



— 3mech KTO-HUOYIb eCTh?

[Toxoxe, B 3TOM KPEIOCTH OH OB HE OOWH. B TaKOM OTHAJIEHHOM MECTe OH MOT BCTPETHUTh He 04YEeHb
xopolnux niofeii. TeM He MeHee, Toa peILIn PUCKHYTh U MOMIBITAaThCS YCTAHOBUTh KOHTAKT.

— O-31!

OH peuIuTenbHO BHIIIEIT BIEPEN, HO BPEMS, T0X03Ke, OBIJI0O He COBCEM IOIXOMSINee.

— Yro?..

X03sMKOM KOCTpa OKa3ajiach ero poBeCHMIla, Ha BU 15-16 neT. 3To OblNa cuMIaTUYHAas IeBYIIKa C
COOPAHHBIMHU B XBOCT 30JIOTHCTHIMHU BOJIOCAMHM, OCBEIIleHHEIMHU ITJIaMeHeM KocTpa. Eciu Ovl eé
ONMCaHKe 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh TOJILKO Ha 3TOM, TO He ObIsI0 OBl HUKaKuUX mpobieM. OgHako Obljla OgHA
HeMaJloBaXKHas JeTasb. BeposiTHO, OHa, Kak 1 Toa Gexarsa 1o IPOJIUBHEIM [T0XKIEM. M OTOHB,
TI0X0Ke, TpeqHa3HavaICs AJIs CYIIKU e€ Olek Ik, KOTopas BUCesa Hag KOCTPOM. [IpyruMU CIIOBaMH,
neBy1IKa Oblnia abCoMIOTHO TOJIOMN.

— K-b-s-a!.. — [IeBymIka ORICTPO MpHCesIa Ha KOPTOUKHU, IPUKPEIB I'PYOb PYKAMU.

— Ou! U-usBunute! — Toa moCHemHO OTBEPHYJICS.

— Y-4yTo THI 3[€Ch fenaelns?!! — 3aKpUYaT OHU OMHOBPEMEHHO.

HuKTO U3 HUX He 0XKHKAAJ, YTO B TAKOe BpeMs U B TaKOM MeCTe MOXKHO KOT0-HIOyOb BCTPETUTE.
[Toce MUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHHUS [I€BYIIKA 3arOBOPHIIa TIEPBOM.

— ... Moxeb I0OBEPHYTHCA.

Toa TeM BpeMeHEM 3aCTHII HA MECTe, Pa3MBIIUISAS O TOM, YATH JIU eMy WJIU elllé pa3 U3BUHUTHCS.
OrnsiHyBIIKCE, OH YBUOE, UTO IEBYIIKA yXKe Obljla OfleTa B HEBLICOXINYIO OfleXKAy U cMOTpesa Ha Toa.
[TocMmoTpeB el B U0, OH 3aMETUJ, YTO OHA He 4eJIoBeK. E€ INMHHEBIE BHITSAHYTHIE YN
CBUMIETEILCTBOBAIM O IPUHAMJIEKHOCTH K 97IbGUNUCKOMY POTY.

— THI... TH 3nbGuiiKa?

— ITa. Mens 30ByT Kiapa. Pomom 13 OpeMcCKOro jieca Ha BOCTOKE CTPAHHI, @ UTO HACUET Tebs?

— 4 Toa. U3 KopomnesctBa ®epHaHMo.

— O®epHaH[o... bosnbiag cTpada. Mory s CIIpOCUTh, 3a4€M THL CIOfja OTIIPABUIICA?



— Hy... oM, B mouckax HOBOTO «Ce0sI»?

— Kakas cTpaHHas mpuyrHa... — Ha pacniabiBYaThHM OTBET anbduiika-Kmapa oTpearupoBaina KACIBIM
BbIpaXkeHueM Juila. — Hy, moxoxke, 4To 3T0 ObII HECYACTHHEIN CITydal, a He IpegHaMepeHHoe
noArnsAabiBaHKe. [103TOMY g cHesnao BUf, YTO HUYETro 3Toro He Ob110. Byab OnaromapeH.

— 9... ma. Cnacubo. — EMy Bce€ e1i€ Ob10 HeynmoOHO, HO pa3 e€ 3T0 He CUJIbHO 0eCIIOKOUIIO, TO OH C
pagocThio 3a0yneT 06 aToM. — M BCE-TaKu, YTO THI 3[I€Ch Jielaelb?

— d7?.. 4 3mech u3-3a 3T0r0. — Kimapa npofgeMOHCTpUpPOBaia BUCEBIINM Ha II0SICe MeY.

— Meu? Tel [MacTep Meua]?

— Bosce Het! 4 [Benukuit MeuHuK].

— Oro... [Benukuit Meunuk]?!

Knapa roBopuia o CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX C BEICOKOMEPHEBIM JUIloM. Hy, eé MOXXHO IOHSTh, YYUTHIBAS
HACKOJIPKO PeHOoK MOJOOHbIM HaBhIK.

— B o01m1eM, g 30ech U3-3a CBOETr0 HaBhIKA.

— A? YTO TH UMeE€IIb B BULY?

— 4 Bcerpa TAroTena K pexToBaHu0. [10 JepeBeHCKOW TpafuLuy S MOIy4YusIa Hafjiexkallyio
IIOATOTOBKY, HO KOTa S AOCTHUIJIa BO3pacTa ONpeaeeHns HaBblKa, TO 0Ka3al0Ch, 4TO 1 Benukuu
MeyYHUK...

— [ToHATHO. 9TO TPEeHUPOBOYHAS MTOE3KaA.

— Her. TIpocTo s ObljIa TaK CYACTIUBA, YTO HEMHOT'O YBIEK/IACh U Pa3pyIIniia oM NePeBEeHCKOTr0
cTapocThl. [ToaToMYy 5 GblyTa TPUTOBOPEHA K CTOJIETHEMY M3THAHUIO. DTO OBIIIO IPUMEPHO HeJlelIo
Has3afl.

— 9-3...

Kaxkas mpobneMHas anbhuiika.

— I/ICTOpI/II/I IIOOOXKOYT, HET JIN Y TeOs enel? X0Tenoch 6131, YTOOBI THI TIOJENIUIICS €, eClu CUTyallus
IIO3BOJIsAET.



— Ara, Y M€H4A O0CTaJIOCh HEMHOT'O OPEXO0B.

— IIpaBma?! MoXHO MHE UX B3STh?

— 4 He potuB. Ho noueMy THl caMa ux He cobpana?

— §1 He 0OYeHb XOPOIIIO B 9TOM Pa30UPaAIOCE.

— ... Tl TOYHO XKHJa B neCy?

— 3aTkHuch! 4 mpemmoynTana pa3MaxuBaTh MEYOM, a He cCOOHMpaTh opexu!

Bouctuny mpobmeMHas anbouiika. OgHako 61aromaps 9TOMy Bcuesiia HeJloBKas atMocdepa. Toa He
pa3roBapuBall HU C KEM C TeX II0P, KakK MOKUHYI KOpoeBcTBO, TO3TOMY OH MOAAepKa pa3roBop H
CMOT BeCeJI0 CKOpOTaTh BpeMs. Kiapa oTnudanack OT IPUBEIYHOTO eMy o0pa3a 3/1bda, oHa Oblla
IOCTATOYHO APYXKeTi00Ha, U C HEH MOXKHO OBIIIO JIETKO PAa3roBapUBaTh, CIIOBHO OHU OBLIM CTapPHIMU
Ipy3bsiMU. [10KIh HEMHOTO ITOYTHX, HO OBIIIO yKe TI03[HO, I03TOMY OHM PEIIUIIH MTOKUHYTh KPEIOoCTh
3aBTpPa YTPOM.

)%k

— ... A-a?

Toa Me[jIeHHO OTKDPGHIJI I'JIa3a, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, 6YI[TO KTO-TO 30BET €TO0. Hy‘-II/I YTPEHHEr 0 COJIHIIa
II0IIaJIK €MY B I'lla3d, HO OH 3aMEeTHIJI, 4YTO IIepea HUM CTOSAJIa KaKasa-TO (bm"ypa.

— Knapa?

— IIpocTuTe, HO HET, — OTBETUJI MyKCKOM T'0JI0C.

— Yrt0?! — Toa moacKO4YnJI OT HEOKUTAHHOCTH.

HesHakoMel] oka3ajcs He 4YEJI0BEKOM.



— Io6poe yTpo, ['ocmoguH, — CKa3ald eMy CTaphle TOCIIEeXH.
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