[TpruKrHOM, 10 KOTOPO# «3TOT YEJIOBEK» He XOTell youBaTh Po3esuH, ObIJIO TO, YTO OHA caMa
oTmpaBuinack B cepaue Bantel. TeM He MeHee OH Obl OTIacascs ee U MPeArnoYes OKPYKUTh IPYIITION.
Ho HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI TOI03PUTENIbHIX OEeUCTBUHN... «DTOT YeJI0BEK» MOXKET OBITh OIlaCeH BO MHOTUX
acleKkTax.

Y Po3enuH BHOBL BEPHYJIACh XKUBOW. PUKapauC MogyMal, 4To eciid OBl IT0Ka3aloCh «OHO», YOUBIIIEe
CeCTpy, TO HaBepHSIKa 3aX0TesI0 Obl 3aKOHYUThL UCTOPUIO EBYIIKHA CMEPTHIO.

HepBhl Pukapanca HaTSAHYIUCh KaK CTPYHHI, a IT0 KOXkKe 1mofexkanyu Mypamku. OH qyMal, 9YTO CTPEIH,
netsimye B Po3enuH, OyOyT IOCIEOHUM 3JI0iesTHUEM, HO, TO-BUAUMOMY, Hag HEW HAaBUCIIO HEUTO
Oonee omacHoe. TpeBoxkHas cuTyauusi. ENMHCTBeHHas U3BEeCTHAs IepeMeHHas - TO, 4YTo Po3enuH u
IIPOTUBHUK OTHOTO BH[A.

Ho maxe co 3HaHueM 3Toro gakta Pukapauc He MOT pefcKa3aTh peakuuio: «bymeT nu 9To
BBITOZIHO? My Ul HaBeeT TpeBory?» Pukapmuc, 25-neTHUi MmapeHb, OB Ha MIpefiesie CBOUX
BO3MOZKHOCTEH.

«Ecnu Bce Tak, TO CTOUT OCTaBUTh IePeMeHHYI0 KakK ecThb». [I119 Pukapauca OBUIO CIIUIIKOM
PUCKOBAHHO ITHITAThCS BOCIONIb30BATHCS 3TUM. OHU HE MOTJIM JIETKOMBICTIEHHO OTHOCUTBHCS K
HBIHELTHEN CUTYallUU U MoJlaraThCs Ha yaady u ciydail. HyxkHo paboTaTh HECIEIIHO, OCTOPOXKHO U
TOYHO, Ja0bl HUYEro He MPOMYCTUTh.
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— O ueM THI fyMan?

— Bl He cKa3anu IpUCecTd, HO 5 CAAY, TakK Kak, [oJiarawo, y Hac OymeT JOJTHi Pa3roBOp.



Kanukc cen. HeBeiuypHOe MecTo, o0cTaBieHHOe MeOesbio TUIh [y paboThl 1 CKPOMHOTO
POKUBaAHMS, OBIIIO YacThi0 0COOHsIKA PamkapTBum B cronure UnnaBenuu. ['pad ®epran PagkapTBuil
IIPOMOJIKAJI CTOATh Y OKHA U IJIAfETh Ha y/INIY, HECMOTPS Ha BU3UT CHIHA.

— {1 mpuka3san Tebe 0XpPaHsATh IOMECTHE.

— CecTpa 6blta 601pHA. Kpome TOTO, IPHUIIIIO TUCEMO OT 2-T0 NIPHHIIA, TIOCEMY S TOCETHIT 3aMOK
JIYHHOTO KaMHS.

CDepTaH Ha MTHOBeHHE OCTAaHOBHUIJICS, da 3aTEM IIOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY.

— YTO THI TOJIBKO UTO CKa3as?..

I/IFHOpI/IpOBaHI/Ie IIPpUKA3ad 3allUIIaTh TEPPUTOPHUHU U IIPDOHUKHOBEHUE B 3dMOK HYHHOI"O KaMHs B
Ka4YeCTBe HaCJlIeOHHKa PSHKapTBI/IH - TOJIBKO 3TH OB€ BEIIN YOOCTOUIINCH BHUMaHUA d)epTaHa.

— Bul 3Hanu? 4 mymar, 4To HeT, 100 He CUJIbHO MHTEepPecyeTeCh CEeCTPOI.

Koneuno, Kanmukc 3Han, 4To Bce Hao00poT. Pa3Be He 0Tell eMy «00bSICHUIT», 4YTO Po3enuH - Mar?

Kanukcy ObIsI0 M3BECTHO, YTO «Po3emuH» SBNsIach 0OBIYHEIM YeIoBeKoM. DaKT ee «IIpeBpalleHus B



Mara» O3Haduall, YTO MX OTeIl 3HaJ 0 ee CMepTH. KpoMme Toro, OH 0CBEIOMIIEH, YTO HEIHEIIHSS
PozenuH - Ipyro# YenoBex.

— He mep3u MHe. § mymari, 4To TH IepecTa XBaTaThCs 3a 100Ky CBOeH CeCTpHL, HO U3-3a ee
OTCYTCTBHS THl COBCEM Pa3HBUICS.

— 4 neITaroCh MOKUHYTh THE3[0 PagkapTBui. Pa3se Brl He ropabl?

depTaH OBEPHYJICS U IIOCMOTpeN Ha Kanukca.

— Ha IIPOTAXKEHNHN MHOTHUX MMOKOJIEHU HaIll pona ITPpONU3BOAUIT YMHEIX M CHUJIBHBIX HACJIIEMHUKOB,
IIO3TOMY JIIOOU I'OBOPAT, YTO HAaM HE CTOUT OeCIIOKOUTHLCS O IIpeeMHHUKaX. Ho...

OH mpotren OT OKHa K CTOy, ¥ 00JbIasl TeHb ynana Ha Kanukca.

— Tei raym u crao.

Kanukc ¢ yneibKoii TOCMOTpPETT Ha CBOETO OTIIa.

— bnaropapio.



d)epTaH CeJl 1 CheJl ITUPOT TOJIBIMU PYKaMH. Kanukc XMYPO B3TJIAHYJI Ha HETO. «OH 3HaerT, 4To
Pozenun yMepJia, HO He CIIPpAIINBA€T O JeTaJIdX; TOJIBKO YTO OTPYIraJl MEHA 3ad TO, YTO He ITIOOYHUHHUIICA
€ro IIpHKa3aM U IIBITAJICA 3alllUTUTE CBOIO CECTDY...» BHyTpH Kanukca Bce BCKUIIENO.

— Pa3Be 3T0 certyac BaxKHO, OTeIl?

— Hert Huuero BaxHee, 4YeM TO, YTO ThI 3a0bIBaeIlb 00 00513aHHOCTSIX PogKapTBUIL.

— CecTtpa BaxHee!

Bax!

Paspasncs ymap no crony. ®epTaH BHITEP KPEM C PYK HOCOBHIM IIJIATKOM.

— ITaxe ecmu 3T0 OymeT u3-3a Tebsi, He MO3BOJISIA P9IKapTBUII MOABEPTHYTHCS OIACHOCTU. JTO IOMT
1 cynbOa yenioBeka, HOCSIIero Hary GpaMUuio.

— Bui roBopuTe 3ab6aBHbIe Bely. Ele 1o BanTel... QMbIUANO - CaMbli OMTACHBIN YEJI0BEK B
Hnnasenun. 4 yBepeH, Brl 3HaeTe 3To0.

— He yr[OMPIH&fI CTOJIb OITPOMETYHUBO UM YJI€HA I/IMHepaTopCKOﬁ CEMbHU.



— MMnepaTop HEKOMITIETEHTEH, HO IOBOJIEH COOCTBEHHOM MMCKOM efbl. OOHAKO IIBIUAKO MaJlo
TOTO, YTO HEKOMIIETEHTEH, TaK ele Xo4eT 0ToOpaTh apyrue Mucku. OH omaceH. M BOT KOro
noaaepxkuBaeT orel! JIrogu Ha KOHTUHEHTE YMUPAIOT, & IJIbIUANO0 X0UYeT JIUIIb 3al0/IyYUTh
IIMKapHBIN KOoBUer. A Bl gymMaeTe TOJIBKO O TOM, UTOOH P3gKapTBUII Hac/aXkKoanuch 60raTCTBOM |
cJiaBoii!

I'na3a Kanmukca obpaTtunucek Kk ®eprany. ChH yXMbUIbHYICSA. PepTaHa HaXMypPUJICS JIEBOX OPOBEIO.
[ToxpeiTas mpamMaMy 00J1aCTh BHIIIIA U3-TI0 €70 KOHTPOJISI, paCKphiBasi UCTUHHLIE YYBCTBA.

— JJIBIUONO - KOHTpPOJIuPyeMad OIMaCHOCTD.

«YT0? OH ciocoO6eH KOHTPOIUPOBATh ero?» Kamukc HeMHOT0 3ayBaXall 0TIa, YCIIBIIIaB 3Ty ¢hpa3y.

— OpgHaako Ero BricouecTBo PuKapauc omaceH.

'na3a ®epTaHa, CIOKOWHO CMOTPEBIIET0 Ha IIPOJIUTHIN Yaii, Obiiu 60Jiee IogaBIeHHbIMY, YeM KOTia-
nm6o. Kanukc ckenTuyecku oTHecCs K ero cioBaM: «Ero BeicouecTBo Pukappuc 6ojiee onaceH, ueM
Onpnuano? [Ia B 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO IIOBEPUTH».

— OH HUKOr[Ia HEe CMOXKET CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM...

®epran 6yaTO pa3roBapuBall caM ¢ co00MH, a He CO CBOMM HEITOKOPHEIM CHIHOM.

— W HU 3a 4TO He [ONIXKEH CTaTh UM.
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Vimmepatop JlaitHo mpeOkiBal B IPOCTH, HO YIIPABIISITh 3TUM YeJI0BeKOM CTpamuics. OHU BHIXOMIIEI
13 OJJHOTO POofa, HO ObLIM CJIIOBHO HE3HAKOMI[E APYT APYTY.

C mByXJIeTHEr0 Bo3pacTa IepBhIl IPUHI] DNBIUAK0 001afgas CiocoOHOCTRIO, IIpeBocxoasiiel JlalHo.
OH He 3HAaJI, yHACJIeOOBaJ ChIH CBSATYIO CUJIY CBOEU MaTepU UM MyTalXs 13-3a 0JIM3KOPOICTBEHHBIX
CBsi3eii MpUBesa K CTPAHHOMY POXKIEHHIO 9TOr0 OUTs. B moboM ciiydyae Bce ¢ HeTepIeHuEeM XKIalH,
KaKUM OH CTaHeT B OymyIiem.

OpmHako [y uMIiepaTopa ObIIO BaXKHO HE TO, CKOJIBKO BIACTH MOIYYUT B3POCTIBINA IIBIUOUO B
oynmymem. M meno 3aki04anock He B TOM, YTO CHUJIa JJIBIIUAKO IIpeB3oliia JIaliHO 1 MHOTHE JTI0IU
Yero-To Xfaau OT pedeHKa.

«Bce PaBHO HUKTO HE CMOZKET IIPU3BATh BH&I‘OCHOBGHHYIO HOYE, TaK B 4Y€M K€ HbEIHE BaXKHOCTb
CBSITOM CHJIBI?!» - TBEPOUIIN T€, KTO HE 3HAJl UCTUHEI.

[Ham nyXHa 60onee MolHasa cuna MagenaBxuMa. BeposaTHo, BiarocioBeHHass HOYb He MPHUIIIIA, Tak
KaK Ha CBeT He SIBUJICSA NOCTOMHLIN ee YeJIOBeK. |

B To Bpemst mepBeId MpUHI OB Ha3BaH Inbnunuo bapcon MnmaBenusi. UMs moKa3kIBaIoO ero
IIPUHA[JIEXKHOCTH K 071arOPOIHOMY POMY ¥ MOIIb HOCTABIIeNCsS eMy CBATOM cuiibl. OH YHacCIegoBan
KPaCHBYIO BHEIITHOCTH U SIPKHE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCH. A Oymy4u B3POCIIBIM, JNIBIUAKXO CTaHeT CTONIoM



HMIIEPpHH, KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE CMOZKET 6pOCI/ITI: BEBI3O0B.

OTKa3aThCs OT BEIM U IIOTEPSATH ee, KOTAa Ta B II000M Cliy4ae IpoliafiaeT U3 PyK, He eCTb OIHO U TO
xke. Cnycts 10 net JlaftHo OblT 00513aH TepegaTh CBO CUTy Jbnuano. CII0KHO OMKMCATh TO YEPHOE,
Ijapamnarolee, XXKrydee 4yBCTBO, KOTOPO€ OH KUCIIEITHIBA.

Opmuako aTo meno 6ymymiero. Henmb3s 3HaTh, YTO IPOU30MAET [0 3Toro. Mtak, JlaitHO XKaar.
HMmnepaTop 3aTaui AbIXaHUe Ha TOMHL.

ONBIUANO UCIIOTTHUIIOCH CeMb JieT. OH IIPOCIaBUIICS YMOM, OBICTPO YCBaMBaJ TEOPUIO, IEPKAJICS C
IOCTOMHCTBOM U OblT yBepeH B cebe. [Tocre HEro Ha CBET IOSIBUJIOCH ellle HeCKOJILKO OpaTheB, HO
ONBIUANO HE MOTEPSIT YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO CTAHET UMIIEPATOPOM.

OmacHoCTh, HACTyNaBIIas Ha MSATKY, MaBuila Ha JlaliHo: «Ecimu OB TOMBKO V pebeHKa 0OKa3anlach
cnabas csitast cuna! Eciu 6 TONBKO y HEero Oblyla CKpoMHasi MaTh! Eciu G TOTBKO Y HETO UMEJICS
xoTs Obl 1 HemocTaTok!..» OH HyKOaJcs B 4eM-T0, a0kl TPEON0IEeTh 3Ty CUTYAIIHIO.

«PopuTh meTer MOXKHO U CHOBA... JJIBIUAXO CIIUIIKOM OIaceH, II03TOMY OH JOJIXKEH YMepPETh!»

I Hero mogo0HOe YMO3aKIII0YeHHE SBISIIOCh eQUHCTBEHHO Pa3yMHBIM. JIydIie ObITh
feccepmeYHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM, YOUBIIIMM CBOETO ChIHA, YeM HEKOMIIETEHTHEIM IIPABUTETIEM,
mo0eXIeHHBIM COOCTBEHHBIM OTIIPEICKOM U COeXKaBIITUM ITOKaB XBOCT.

JlaliHO OTHaJ IpUKa3 CBOEMY BepHOMY IICy PapkapTBuiI:



[V6eii 9npnunuo.]

OTo ObIT eOUHCTBEHHBIN pas, Korjaa rpad PagkapTBuil, MPUBHIKIIUYN BEIIONHSTE JTIO0YIO TPSA3HYIO
pabory, 3akomnebancs. Ero ceMbs oxpaHseT WnnaBeHuio. 3aluinaTh UMIIEPaTOpa - 3HAYUT 3allUIIATh
crpany. TakoBa OblJIa UX MUCCHS Ha IPOTSIKEHUNU MHOTUX OECSITUIETHH.

Ho Teneps nmpuka3 pacTonTaTh POCTOK LIBETYIEN UMIIEPUH IIOIIEN Bpa3pe3 ¢ ero muccueu. ['pad
PagkapTBum moHsn xkenanue JlaiHo... OH He X0Ten youBaTh Inbnuauo. OH XOTeJl IPOCTO ITPaBUTh
fasblie.

[ToTomy rpad PsgkapTBum pemus, 4To OIKeH CIIaCTU IepBOro MPHUHIA.

[Tpenwigymuii 601bHONM UMIIEPATOP HE MOKUAA] TPOH A0 CaMOil CMEPTH, XOTS U He ObLI CTOJIb
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM M TaJIaHTIUBEIM. Bce Gnmaromapss MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIM CHIHOBbSIM. OHM XOTEJH 3aHSTh
MeCTO uMIiepaTopa. X CTONKHOBEHME 0Ka3aloch Hen30e:xkHO. [T0CKOIbKY IPeObIayIIi UMIIepPaTop
He BeIOpas ce0e mpeeMHUKa, Bce 60POJIMCH KaK MOTJIM [0 CAaMOM CMEPTH HX OTIA.

Celyac ke CHIHOBbSIM He XBaTajo aMOUINii ¥ YBEPEHHOCTH, ITOCKOJIbKY KaXKOBIN CYUTA, UTO
OnbIUANO CTaHeT OYAyIIUM UMIIepaTopoM... «Ecnu OBl y DMbIUANO MOSBUIICS TAKOM CONEPHUK. ..
Ecnu 65l 0H He ObUI €qUHCTBEHHBIM Ta/IaHT/IMBHIM KaHAUAATOM B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ceMbe!..»

[ Haliny pebeHKa.]

[«Pebenka»?]



[daxe ecnmu He MpUHAOIEXAT K 6;1aropogHoit MuHWY JIOypasa, HEKOTOPHIE OeTH POKOAIOTCS C
MOIIIHOHA CBATOM CUJIOHN.]

WMnepaTop moHsI 3HaYeHue cyioB rpada. OH Ha MIrHOBEHME 3aKPHUT POT U 3amyMarcs. MnepaTop
TOTYaC yILIOHYIICS.

[Haiigu ero.]

[BymeT ucnonHeHo. ]

[3T0 momkeH OBITH MaIbYUK IPUMEPHO TOTO K€ BO3PACTa, YTO ¥ IJIBIUINO. ]

Tak, rpad PagkapTBuI Havas puCOBaTh B CBOeM BooOpazkeHuu o0pa3 pebeHKa, KOTOPOro ele He
HalIel.

[IpuMepHO CEMB JIEeT...

[U ubg cBsATas CUlla paBHA UM IIPEBOCXOOUT IDNbIUIHKO. ]

C OrpOMHO# CBSITOU CHUJIOH...



[OH OyzmeT KOpOIEBCKOM KPOBH, IIOTOMY BIIOJIHE ECTECTBEHHO, YTO Y HETO KPACUBHIH LIBET BOJIOC.]

PeGeHOK C 30JI0TUCTEIMU UIU CepeﬁpI/ICTbIMI/I BOJIOCaMH...
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