Hecmortps Ha To, 4To YepHad JlyHa Oblyla BHEITHUM 3as4J/IBIM BparoM, JIbIUAN0 KaKoe-TO BpeMs
COTPYOHUYAJ C HUMHU, Ja0kl YCTPaHUTh BTOPOTO NnpuHLa Pukapauca. CymecTBoBaHue Pukapauca
6110 OesTbMOM Ha ra3y u ayis YepHoit JIyHEL, U faxe s BanTel. M Bce MOTOMY, YTO OH CHIT'pasl
KJIIOYEBYIO POJIb B 0CJIa0IeHUY MOIIM Bpara — U BOT TaK JJIbIIUAKNO, HEMOITO AyMasi, 3aKJII0UMII COI03
¢ YepHuou Jlynou. PazymeeTcs, u3-3a CUJIBL ¥ BIUSHUS DIBIUANO CTAJIO IPOIIE er0 IPUCTPYHATH, 4YeM
Korpma-mu0o, BOT TOJIBKO axKke IIPU TaKOM packiafe PukKapauc ocTaBajiCcs CUIbHBIM IPOTUBHUKOM. U
KakK OBl CTpPaHHO HY 3By4aJlo, HO UCTUHHOE JIUI[0 PuKapauca pacKphlBanaoCh JIAIIL TOTAA, KOTAa
rpo3usia ornacHocTh. [1o KpailiHel Mepe, Tak Ka3anoch. OH OBUI ITOJIOH Hepa3rafaHHLIX TaiH. [Tocre
CO3MaHus albsHCa Ur'Pa, KOTOpas, 10 MHEHUIO DIbIIUANO0, JOIKHA CKOPO MOJOUTH K 3aBEePIIAOIen
TOUKe, BCe ellle TI0XOUIIa Ha [IepeTATUBAaHNE KaHaTa.

Yepuas JlyHa 3asiBUIIa, YTO PaCIpaBUTCA C HUM BO BpeMs OXOTHUYBUX COCTSI3aHUM, BOT TOJIBKO UX
oxwupnano puacko. [To3xke yOUHUITH IOMPOCUITN IIBIUANO TOMOYb ITPOHUKHYTH B 3aMOK JIYHHOT'0
KaMH$, ¥ UM, K CJIOBY, KaKMM-TO YyIOM YAaJIOCh IPOBEPHYTh adepy, OAHAKO U Ha 3TOT pa3 [ejo He
yBEHYAJIOCh ycIexoM. bojiee TOro, B TOT ieHb OHU IIOIIa/IM B PyKU HOBOT'O CTapIIero phiaps, TOIbKO
YTO Ha3HAUYEHHOT0 Ha MUCCHIO COTPOBOXKAeHus1. HeOrBamblil mo30p. Pukapauc...Kakoi xe OH
caMOHafesHHbIM. OT OOHOM 9TOM MBICIH B XKUJlaX 3aKUIalia KPOBb.

B pasrap npoucxopsinero Pukapguc cymesn pasrafaTh TalHY sifa, IPefCTaBIsIoero coboi
cMmelreHue ¢ maruei. OH geTanbHO BCE BRIBEHall, 3aK/II0YMB, YTO CBATAsA CHUJIa HUYTOXKHA Ilepe[
SAIOM. IIBIUANO OB COUT C TONKY. [IoMHMO TOTO, YTO CBAIIeHHas Ccujia —0Oecrosie3Has Bellb, 51
cam 1o cebe mpencTaBisia mpodnemy. [TomoOHOM nHGOPMaLKK OH He Mmojydan oT YepHoi JIyHH.
Xakab mercTBOBAI HE3aBUCUMO, HECMOTPS Ha ajIbSHC, YTO He CYJIUII0O HUYEero XOPOIIero.

Ecnu octphie kortu YepHot JIyHBI 00paTATCS K HeMy—IIePBLIY IIPHHI] TIOABEPTHETCS PUCKY; KO
BCEMY ITpoueMy HeT criocoba meTokcuduimpoBarts sim. HeT, 3T0o yxke omacHo. [IpaBmomnogo06Hoe
00BbsICHEHE eOQUHCTBEHHOM IIe/ I MOXKET HapPYIIUThCS B JTII000# MOMEHT. JNIBIIUAKO B3BEPOIIUIT
CBeTJIble BOIOCH. Bce mimo Hanepekocsk. ['pad CTunxys, BHUMaTENbHO CIEOUBIINN 3a BEIPaXKeHUEM
€Tro JIUIIA, OTKPHBIJT HEPA3rOBOPYUBLIM POT.

—ITponuTyio BoOy He coOpaTh, BHIIIE BEICOYECTBO. BEIIO BIIOJIHE 0KKMAAeMO, YTO IPHHIT XaKad He
PacKpoeT BCe KapThI.

—YepT, g ¥ He MyMaJl, YTO CIIy4uTCsS HeuTo nogobHoe. He Tonbko Pukapauca, HO Teleps MOS U Ballld
JKM3HU 3aBUCAT OT Xakala. [Toka MBI TpecekaeM Prukapauca, 9T¥ CBOJIOYYM HAIleNTUIIUCE ITOTTIOTUTh
WnnaBeHuto! ITU CyKUHHI AETU COBCEM PEXHYIUCH!

OnpnuUAKMo B3BUHUEHO XOOuI o KoMHaTe. I'pad CTunxys npo ce6s B3MOXHY, IIOCKOJIbKY He MOT
OTHICKATh 3APaBbIi B3TJISA TJIaBhl B DJIBIUANO. DIIBIKAANO JOKEH pelllaTh TPo0ieMy IIar 3a IIarom,
a0l YHSITH OECIIOKOMCTBO IIOC/IeoBaTe e, HO He MOT: OH ITOCPeIy HOYH BEI3BAJI BACCAJOB,
BBIKA3hIBAsI CBOM HPAB.

—B no6oM crnyyae noka y Hac coiod. XKenanus YepHo JIyHE He TIOMeHSNINUCH. 1o y3ALb UX — U
3aK/II0UUTh chenky. Het ama 6e3 npoTtuBosnus. [laBaliTe [Jid Hadasa ero OTHIIEM, Ballle
BLICOYECTBO.



ONBIUAKXO IepecTas HCTEePUThL U IOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY K rpady.

—BrnonHe 0YeBUAHO, Y€TO OHU TaK XKaxAyT. [TonbITKY Ipu3BaTh biarocinoBeHHyo Houb Bcerga Oblmu
kenaHHH B KoponeBctBe banta u UMnepuu MnnaBenus. CekpeTHast 6ubmuoTeKa, JOCTYI K KOTOPOM

paspelieH muilb uMiepartopy. OHu xKe Tam? TaM JOXKHB HaXOAUTHCS OaHHBIE, KaK [IpU3BaTh bemyo

Hous.

—Tam.

—Ecnu 661 MBI MOTTIH 3HATh, KakK ee MPU3BaTh, TO OBl ¥ paHble 3TO caenand. Eciou mpuHI Xakab u
TIOJTyYUT MaTepHuasl, eMy 10 CKOHUYAHHS BpeMeH He ymacTcs Bei3BaTh benyio Houb. B KoHIle KOHIIOB
aTo Gecnosne3Has nHpopmalus. [Ipu Takux 06CTOATEILCTBAaX CMEPTEILHOTO PUCKA He MOCIenyeT.

Onpnuguo npusagymancs. B cimoBax rpada He Obiio omubky. OOHAKO IO IPOIIECTBUY THICSY JIET
nHbopMalus OblIa JTUIIh U3BECTHA HECKOJIBKUM JIIOASM, ¥ KaXKOBIH U3 HUX MPUHAMJIeXal Pa3HbIM
TIOKOJIEHHSIM. ITO OblJIa HAaeKHO COKPHITas nHGOPMaIlKs, 03HaYaouas BaKHOCTh IIPOLIIoro. B
TAKOM CJIy4Yae Ha TO [OJIKHa ObITh BeCcKas MpuYrHa. BTk MoXkeT, MnnmaBenus ob1agasia MOITHEIM
OpyXkHeM, CIIOCOOHBIM IOTPSICTH BECh KOHTUHEHT.

—HYCTB oHa Oecrmosie3Ha OJIs1 MeH4A, OOHAKO IIeHHa OJId OPYIuX, TdK 9YTO HY2KHO IIOJIYy49HUTE C 3TOTO
MaKCHMaJIbHYIO BEITOLY.

—3T0...TakK.

—BeposiTHO, ceKpeT siga, 00HaAPYKEeHHbIH BTOPLIM IIPUHIIEM, Y2Ke OOCTUT yIlIeH ero BeJIndyecTBa.
HykHo mocmemuTb, MOM ITPUHII.

Onbmuano BomHOBaCs. Kak ke yCKOPUTHCS, YTOOH 0Ka3aThCs B BHIUTPHIIIE? CyTh HOBOTO 573,
coTBopeHHOr0 YepHo JIYHOH, OTKpPHITa UMIIEPATOPY, BEICOKOTO IeHsAIIeMYy 00KECTBEHHYIO CUTTY U
BJIaCTh, KOMMU HaJeJISIuCh JTIONU C UMIepaTOPCKUM TUTYIOM. M3-3a xapakTepa 0Tlla O4eBUAHO, YTO
KaK TOJIbKO OH 000 BCEM y3HaeT — HeMeq i nogauMetcs myM. [ Bantsl 6ojiee HafeKHEIN CII0C00
3aMpOCUTh Ay3JIb, HEXKEJH MIPOCTO OPOCUTH NTePYaTKy B JINLIO UMIIEPaTOpYy.

BoT TonbKO rocymapcTBa JOCTUTTIM CTafWK Hadajla BOWHEL [10 MOSBIeHUs NpoTHBosous banra Bce
elre moyjie3Ha JNbnuano. IIpexae Bcero, oH monkeH youts Pukapauca. Ecnu Banta— 3ak/siTh Bpar
VinnaBenuu, To PUKaparuc — 3aKISATHIM Bpar dnbnuano. CaMbiii GHICTPHIM CIIOCO0 3aM0NydUTh
IIPOTUBOSIANE — OBITH HAUEKY.

ONBIUANO MOPTHYIIL.

—K cuacTtsio, Y MeHS €CThb Haﬂe)KHBIfI MeTOH, KOMM MO2KHO BOCIIOJIb30BATLCA.

HeBaxHo, gjaxe eCiu KTO-TO YMpeET. SNbIAONO IIPOT'JIOTHII 3aKJIIOYUTEJIbHEIE CJIOBA. IlecsaTku rias



YIIaJId Ha IIPHUHIIA.

—ITo30Bu [Iue3sa.

)%k

YTpo Pukapauca Ha4anoch IO3MHO: OH HUKAK HE MOT ONPABUTHCS OT MOCIIEICTBUM TPOTUBOCTOSIHUS
aJIKOT0JIsI, Ha4aBIIEeT0Cs MPOLIION HOYb0. MICCEepuoH, TPUHECIINY MeOBYIO BOMY, IIOXOIUI Ha MaTh,
TIETIEIONIYI0 CBOET'0 KEJITOPOTOTO ChIHA. THICSYM BUHHBIX OYTHIJTOK BAJISIIUCh Ha CTOJE, @ Ha KOBpe
BBIPHMCOBBLIBATUCE asibie msgaTHA. OT Pukapmauca, Bce elle mpebhIBaloINero B CTpaHe Irpes, Hecso
aJTKOTOJIEM.

OT BCTPSIXHYBIIEN €T0 PyKU PuKapauc 3acCTOHaI U IPUOTKPHIT BeKU. M3-3a cBeTa TEMHO-KOPHUYHEBLIE
BOJIOCHI MicceproHa BHITTIsAmeny YepHbiMu. OH ITOKavasl IojI0BOM U MPoTep Bek. [lepen HUM CTOSIIT
IIOMOIITHUK. PUKapaucC pacTepsisics, IOTOMY KakK Ha Mur npuHsn Mccepuona 3a Posenun. Kcrartu,
KOTZla OHa ITOKUHYJIa KOMHATYy?

3a UCK/II0UeHneM HeOOJIbIION T0JIOBHOM 601 —KOTOpas, K CJIOBY, HbIJIa 110 BUHE HEMaJIBIX 103
aJIKOTOJIsT — OH CIIaJl BeCbMa HefypHO. bnaromaps yemy 4uyBCTBOBal ce0st nyuine. M3 Bogbl B BaHHE,
IIOITOTOBJIEHHOM 3apaHee McceproHoM, B3mbIMascs map. OH r1y00Ko MOTPY3HUICS IO TEITYI0 BOAY.
PaccnabuBimuch, Pukapauc BCIIOMHUII IPOIITYIO HOYb., KaxkeTcst, mepen TeM Kak 3aCHYTb, OHa YTO-TO
CKasaJla, OqHAKO BCIIOMHUThL €My HUKaK He y[aBajioCh.
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OnbIuaNo, HeNaBHO MOKUHYB KaOMHET UMIlepaTopa, HaXMyPHUJICS, BCTPETUBILIUCE CO B3TJISIIOM
Pukapnuca, KOTODPHIH 1IesT HaBCTpeudy eMy. Pukapauc mocMoTpen u yaslbHyca. Ero ocnenutenbHOR
yNBIOKY OBLIO OCTATOYHO, Habbl COTHEYHHIN CBET Ha (oHe ee momepk. [1pu Bune Pukapauca
Onbnuauo emre 6onbine HaxMypuics. OH 4To, He TO JIEKAPCTBO BHITIHII?

—Ilo6poe yTpo. [TaBHO He BUOENHCh, OpaT. B 3mpaBuu, CIOKOMNCTBUAY TTOKUBAT?

—...Ara....

Iaxe HA OTBET HENOBOJILHOTO JIIBIIUANO OH TOBOPHII, YTO B3gyMaeTcs. [Toroma pagyer ria3 u 6ia-
61a-061a. TO MpeKpacHBIN meHb st MinnaBenuu, mabsl bor 3a Hamu Habmogan u 6ma-6ma-61a. U To,
YTO eCTh apOMATHEIE YalHbIe JINCThSI, KOTOPEIE €My X04YeT MogapuTh. OT YIIOMUHAHUS «YaWHBIX
JIUCTHEB», TPOU3HECEHHBIX HEXKHBIM, IPYKeTI00HEIM TOHOM, Ha Julle JIbIUON0 00pa30BaIuCh
Mop1iuHbL. [I0TOMY KaK OH BCIIOMHHUJT He[IaBHIOIO IIPOBAIbHYIO MOIBITKY YOHUMCTRBA.

[To cnoBam undopmaTopos 13 JIyHHOT0 3aMKa, YOUNCTBO COPBAJIOCH PHIIAPEM-3CKOPTOM, HO
ONBIUANO OTKA3LIBAJICS BEPUTD B 3Ty uyllb. YepHas JIyHa He HACTOJIBKO e30PTaHU30BaHHOE
npocTelkoe cOopuille, 4ToObl KAKOU-TO ONUH eIMHCTBEHHHBIN phIllaph WX BHIBEJI Ha YUCTYIO Bo#y. B



IIPOTHUBHOM CJIy4ae PI/IKapI[I/IC 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I OBl 3aMBICE]T IIePBLIM. JJNBIXANO BCETIA MBITANICS
IMOOgOPBAThH CIIOCOOHOCTH PI/IKapI[I/IC&, HO B TaKHM€ MOMEHTEI OH BEPHUJI B €0 KOMIIETEHTHOCTD. Chyi
T'Jla3a, MOJIHEIE BEICOKOMEPH A, YBEPEHHO CMOTPEJIM 1 BMEIINBAJINCh B [I€Jla. On xoTen ux 3a6BITb, HO
He MOr.

[Tomo1trs HaeMHUKOB-yOUiAL moTpeboBaa ycunui u geHer. Ha aToT pas yuep6 Ov1 ropa3mgo 6oJbiie,
yeM mmpocTo GonburuM.OH Bo3jlaraa Ha HUX OOJbIMe Hafek s, HO, BUuasaT HebGeca, aTOMy TapakaHy
BHOBB YIAJIOCh YIU3HYTh.

Ero BHyTpPeHHOCTH CKPYTHIIO.

[Tocne aygueHLMU JNBIUONO C UMIIEPATOPOM PUKapoucC BHOBL OKa3aliCsl B HEBBITOJHOM IIOJIOKEHUH.
Ha 3TOT pa3 TeHb CMEpPTH, HECOMHEHHO, OpOCHUIach Ha MPeJieCTHOe IMYUKO OpaTiia. XOTh JIbIUINO0
1 3HaJ 06 3TOM, OH He MOT 3apaHee pa3faThCs OYPHBIMU allJIogUCMeHTaMu. Ero MpoTUBHUK —
Pukappuc, BTOpO¥ IPUHII, Ybsl XKUBYYECTb, KaK y MUSIBKU, TOTOBOM 11000M 11€HOM IIUTh KPOBb Jaxke
II0f] HAaBUCIIIEW TeHU CMEPTH.

YepThl Muila INbIUAKO HANPATIIKCH, ¥ OH OBICTPO mpoien MuMo Prukapauca. OHU CTONKHYIUCH
nIe4aMy, HO UMEHHO JNbIIUIU0 OTTONKHYNIHUCH Ha3af. Co CBUpENbIM OarpsHbIM JTUIOM OH, OYATO
0eroM, MOKWHYJ AJIMa3HbIN 3aMOK.

Pukapguc cTep c nulia SICHYIO YIBIOKY ¥ HAPOYUTO CTPSIXMBAIOLIUM KECTOM IIPOIIIEICS IO IJiedy, C
KOTOPHIM CTONKHYJICS. [IoBefeHre U BhIpaXKeHNe He OTINYalIuch OT 0OBIYHOT0, HO MepLiaHue B
royOBIX 3pavkKax HallOMUHANK MTPEXKHUE Ta3a JNbIUAN0. Jlaxe CIyCcTs HECKOJIBKO JIET THEB
0CTaBaJICsI TOM 3MOIMEN, KOTOPYIO TPYOHO OAaBUTh. MiccepuoH, Bce BpeMsi CTOSIBIINI TTOIJIE
TOCIIO[IMHA, TaKXKe He IbIajl PaloCThIO.

—OH Bce ellle HUKaK He yYMeeT KOHTPOJIMPOBATH YyBCTBA. MHe CTBIIHO 3a CBOIO CEPBE3HOCTE.

—...Be1 HE pa3o3nunuce?

Pukapnuc yxmeuibHyIcs. Ho yneiOka oTnrdanack OT TOM, KOel paHee OH ofgapun Onbnuano. OHa
Urpasa Ha XOJIOGHOM, XTIydeM JIHIe.

—Kaxk Ol 11710X0 MHe HU OBIJIO, 5T X094y, 4YTOOH €My B CTO KpaT OBITIO XyXKe.

—Cromb u3nobIeHHOe XKelaHue HEeYCTaHHO I'PeeT cephalie, HO, Ballleé BEICOYECTBO...BaIll...HPAB
O4Y€Hb....

—Hpas ouens xopowmuii? d Toxke Tak gymaio. [IpekpaTtu 601TaTh, ¥ HaBail BoieM.
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