Katepuna u 9cTec CTOSANU OPYT HAIPOTHB Apyra. [IpoxiagHbl BeTep pa3BUBajl BOJIOCH 000UX.
- ¢l He mymarsa, 4TO BHOBB BCTpeuy Te0s, - TSKeJI0 IJIOTHYB, IPOTOBOPUIIa UMIIepaTPHIIa.

- [leMOHHI - OeCCMepPTHBIE CYIIIECTBAa U Te, KTO B TOT [A€Hb IIOIIeJ IPOTHUB MeHS U MOel [o4epH,
moyKeH ObIT 00 9TOM 3HATh, - XOJIOMHO CKAa3asl ACTeC U Impoiiesl MUMO KaTepuHs!, HalIpaBIssach K
BXOy BO gBopell. 2KeHIMHA pe3K0 MOBEPHYJIack U moadexkaa K IeMOHY.

- Yto TH X0uels caenaTh? Kyma umemnb? - 00eCIIOKOEHHO HHTEpecoBanach KaTepuHa. JcTec xe IIel,
Iepxa T'OJIOBY MPSIMO U CMOTPSI TOJIBKO BIIEPEN.

- HHa‘-Iy 3JIOM 3a 3J10.

- Yto? Hert, TH ke He X0Yelllb... - [TOCJIe TOT0, Kak KaTepuHa IOHsIa, YTO UMET B BUAY JCTEC, TO TYT
JKe CO Bcex HOr mo0ezxkaja BO IBOpPeEL, MOAaepKUBast MO0 IIaThs. [[eMOH TOIBKO HAOII0mal, Kak
JKeHIHa 00roHsieT ero. OH He TOPOIIMIICS.
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WmnepaTpuiia npubexaina B IOKOW UMIIepaTopa U 3aKphila ABepb. Cepate GelreHo O1Ioch, a B gyIIe
paspacTasach TpeBora. KateprHa mopoiia K oCTeny, Iae Jexan uMmmnepatop. OH He TOBOPUII, He
ynei0ancst, HO feiiran. 2KeHIIuHa 00HsIa CBOET0 My»Ka U II0 ee IeKaM IOTEK/IN CJIe3HI.

ITa, oHa 3Hasa, YTO ee MyX He CBATOM yenoBek! [la, oH coBepInuna MHOro 3ma! [Ia, oH yOum ux qous!
Ho, nouemy-To cepalie He CMOTJIO BO3HEHaBUAeTh ero. KatepuHa He xoTena, 4Tobbl JcTec youBan
T'unbepta. UMepaTop, UTaK, yKe Hexkumell. I1ycTh, XOTbh YMpPET eCTECTBEHHOU CMEPTHIO.

HeoxXupmaHHO YbsI-TO PyKa HOTPOHYIACh N0 CIMHEI XKEHITUHEL. MMIepaTpulla IXPOKO pacKphlia
r7a3a ¥ MPUIOgHSIach, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETDH Ha IUII0 uMIlepaTopa. Ero riaza ObUIM cierka
IIPUOTKPHITH ¥ OH MSTKO yibibancs. Ero B3risan OblI MATKKM, a ciabble PYKH, IBITANUCh CUTIbHEE
00HATE MI00KMMYI0 KeHy. [1o meke KaTeprHBI BHOBb IIOTEKIIX CJie3bl. [ M16epT JOTPOHYJICS CBOMMU
TaJIbIlaMU [I0 IEeKU XKeHbl. MiMIepaTpulia B3siia PyKy UMIIEpAaTopa B CBOIO.

- 3aueM? 3a4yeM THI BCE 3TO chaean?
- [I-mpocTu M-MeHs, - eJie CIBIIKUMO ITPou3Hec I'unbepr.

WmnepaTtpulia yTKHyJIach B PyKy CBOET0 My»Ka U 3alljlakajia. B 3TOT MOMEHT [IBepb C TPOMKUM
CTYKOM OTBOpHIachk. KaTepuHa onycTtuia pyKy ['unbepTa u BeITepia BCe CBOU Ciie3nl. 2KeHIIUHa
BCTaJIa Iepej KPOBaThIO.

- 3aueM THI 3allUIIaelb 3Toro MoHCcTpa? OH XKe yOus TBow f04b? COBEPIIXII MHOKECTBO y2KACHBIX
e, TOOAaBIINCh MAHUNYIANUAM pebeHKa, - XOJIOMHO TOBOPHUII ICTeC.

- HaBepHo, moTOMy 4TO OH MO¥# MyX. Kiayc paccka3an MHe 000 Bcex rpexax ['unbepTta, HO 5 He
CMOrJIa ero BO3HEHaBUeTh. ICTEC, eMy, UTaK, OCTAJIOCh HEMHOT0, II03TOMY COXPaHU OCTaTKHU ero
JKU3HM.

OT cnoB uMIIepaTpuULibl OPOBY eMOHa elle OoJblile HANpATIuch. KaTeprHa TsKeJo [Abliaa.

- COXpaHI/ITb XKK3Hb? YTO-TO HUKTO U3 HUX HE IIPUCIIyIIaJICA KO MHE, KOToa A IIPOCHUITI HE TPOTraTh MOIO
O0Yb. f HUYEro IIJI0X0 HHUKOMY U3 HUX HE€ CHeJIaJl, OOHAKO, OH! OTHAJIN Y MEHS T€ CHACTJIMBEIE
MOMEHTEI, KOTOPEIE OBl ST MOT IIPOXKUTE BMeCTe C JOYEPLIO.



- {1 moHKMMalo TBOI 60JIb, ICTEC, HO Ccervac TH X0YeIllh IIOCTYIIUTh TaKXK€ KaK KOIr'ma-TO OHH.

- 3Haemb, 0 4eM 5 6oJiblle Bcero xkaje? O TOM, YTO II03BOJIUNI B TOT AeHb Tebe u Any CtedaHno
MIOSIBUTCSI Ha ITOpOre Moel akameMuu. Ecyu Obl BB He MOSBUIKCEH TOTHA, TO cedyac O0IBIIMHCTBO
mofieit ObIIM OBl CYACTIIUBEL, - 37T00HO IIPOTOBOPHUI DCTEC ¥ OTTONIKHY KaTepuHy OT KpoBaTH
uMIepaTopa. 2KeHIIMHa yIaja Ha [0JI ¥ yIapuiack 0 HOXKY CToJla. B pykax meMoHa chOpMUPOBaICs
CTYCTOK TEMHOM Marui, ¥ OH IIOJOIIeJl K MecCTy, e nexan ['unbept. iMnepaTop mocMOTpen Ha
HEero.

- §1 He Oymy mpocuTh y Tebs mporeHusi. Hu B 4eM s He pacKauBalCh. MHE XBATUT U TOTO, UTO IIPH
Toc/iegHEM MOeM B3poxe, KaTeprHa ocTanmach CO MHOM, - IPOU3HEC C YIRIOKOW UMITepaTop.

- Kak XKe y TakOro CTpaiiHoro 4ejioBeKa IOSBUJICS TaKOU CHIH?
- Xe-xe, MOSI TOPIOCTE.

ScTec NMpUIYPUIICS U HAHeC yaap o cepaly uMieparopa. Mi3o pra ['mnbepTa moTekia KPoBb.
MyxX4rHa U3[an IoClefHuH TTy00KKH B3IOX U 3aKPHIN I'1a3a. [IeMoH pa3BepHyscs. OH MomoIesn K
KaTepune, mogHs ee Ha PyKHU U YI0XKHUJI Ha AUBaH, KOTOPBIM CTOSNT Y APYTOTO KOHIIA KOMHATHL.
Screc ybpas CBeTIyIo MpSAb BOJIOC, KOTOpasi yasa Ha 100 UMIIepaTPHUILL.

- 9TOT 4eIoBeK He OLLI MOCTOUH TaKOU JKEeHHI, KaK THI.

9T0 OBUTH TIOCIETHKE CJIOBA IeMOHA, afpecoBaHHEe KaTepune.
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[IepBOCBsIIEHHUK MeIeHHbIMU IIaTaMy HalpasiIsyics B CTOPOHY Kiayc. B ero pykax nosiBuics
IJIMHHBIA CBETJIbIM Med. ['71aBa IepKBU yxKe IPUHST 60eByio cToUKy. KaileH ¢ yxkacoMm Habrmonan 3a
3TUM 3aTulllbeM neper Oypel. KpoHIPUHIT BeCh HaIPArcs. BOApyT MosSBUNKCh HECKOJIBKO CBATHIX
phIlapen, ¥ OKpyXKuiIK [Japuyca, KOTOPBEIY O4YTH nofoIiesn K Ctedano.

- Barme npeocBsieHcTBO! - KpukHYN KalieH u TOJIBKO X0Tel mobexkaTh Ha ITOMOIIh
IIePBOCBAIIEHHUKY, HO HEOXKUAAHHO Iepef] ero HoraMu M0gBUJIaCh KaMeHHas CTeHa.

- Bamre BEICOYECTBO, 3aIMUTECH JIy4llle CllaceHHeM apurepiora Teogopuxa Pydenuca, - ¢ merkou
ynbIOKO# pou3Hec Japuyc.

- Ho...
- 4 caM TyT cMoOry cripaBUThLCS. Brl MoxkeTe OHITH [JI MEHS 00y30H.

Knapenc cxBaTun KalieHa 3a pyKy ¥ IOTAIIUII B CTOPOHY I1epKBuU. Knayc ¢ ynei0koi Habmoman 3a
BCeM 3TUM. EMy OBIIIO CMEIIHO.

- Tebe Beceno, Kiayc Credano?

- Ta! [TaBHO MeHs HUKTO TakK He cMmemus! Koro Be X0TUTe TaM cracTtd. Teomopux Pydemnuc gaBHO
y&Ke MepTB! - KpuKHYyN Knayc 1 Hallan Ha epBOCBslleHHMKa. CBAThHIE PHILIAPHU MTOCTIeI0BaIn
IIpHMePY TJIaBhl IePKBU. [lapuyC TOJIBKO XMBIKHYJI U yAapHUJI ITablleM 10 CBOEX Call(pupOBOU Cephre.
B 3TOT XK€ MOMEHT CBSTHIX phIllapel 1epkBu MMmnepuu Pyan npoH3UIU Me4YU OPYTUX CBATHIX
pHIIIaped, a Meuyu NepBoCBsieHHKa U CTehaHO CKPECTUIIUCE.

- He ctout cymuts mionew 1o cebe. Ecnu THl HUUTOXKECTBO, TO 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO JIIOAU BOKPYT Tebs



TaKue Xe, - C HOTKOHU THeBa mporoBopun [Mapuyc u oTkuyn Knayca. Ot yoapa Credano ocrancs
CTOSITh Ha HOTAX, HO BCe MBIC/IM B €T0 TOJI0BE IIPEBPATUIINCH B OECIIOPSIOK.

[TepBOCBsIIEHHUK BHOBL Halall Ha I'1aBy liepkBu. Kiayc ene mpuiiien B ce6si, YTOOH 3aIlIUTUTHCS OT
HOBOTO yhapa. Kak Tak IMoiIy4unocs, 4To U3 nobefuTesss OH Hadall peBpalaThCs B IPOUTPaBILero!
Hert! Takoro Henb3s gonycTUTh! Y HETO elle MHOTO IJIaHOB.

Credano cobpas B pyke TEMHYIO 9HEPTHI0 U yaapui 1o [Hapuyc. [IepBOCBSIIIEHHUK CMOT YBEPHYTHCS,
HO 3Ta aTaKa ITOHSJIa OrPOMHBIM IIOTOK ITBITM, KOTOPHIM MeIlasl OIeHUTh CUTyalluio. MyK4YnHa IOTep
CBOM TJla3a ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT, CBEPXY, BHOBb, €T'0 HACTUT yaap Maruu. [Japuyc pe3ko IMOOCKOYUIl U
BCTPETHICSI C Me4oM Kitayca, KOTOpPHIM paHUII €0 B PyKY. [IepBOCBSIIEHHUK yIIaa ¥ HOTPOHYIICS [0
panbl. Ha ero pykax oCcTamoch KPOBb.

- He cTtouT HepoouieHMBaTh MeHs. K cBoel 11e7H, g BCcerga Uy TOYHO, - C CyMacllefien yar0KoMi
nporoBopui Knayc u BHOB: Habpocusics Ha [Japuyca. [IepBoCBSIIeHHUK 0TOWBAJICA MEYOM OT aTak
Credano. I'ma3a rnaBsl epkBY ObIM HanonHeHE 6e3ymueM. Kak 6yaTo caM ObsBOJI BCEIUIICS B HETO.
[apuyc ToxXe pelLIusI fOJIr0 He paCIUHATLCA U, yIapuB 110 Cephre, CO30ajl MarndyecKui 1ap,
KOTOPHIM 0TOpocun Kitayca Ha HeCKOJIbKo MeTpoB. CTedaHo axe yoapuics 0 BOPOTa IIEPKBH.

Knayc oCTOpOo:KHO MPUIIOOHSIJICS U CIUTIOHYJ KPOBb. OH BHITEP POT PyKaBaMu CBOeH 6eJI0CHeKHOM
PSICHL 1 37100HO ITOCMOTPET B I'Jla3a IePBOCBAIIeHHNUKA. [lapuyc yKe IIPUTOTOBUIICS K OYepeqHOU
arake. CtepaHO CKOIUJI B CBOEN PyKe TEMHYIO Maruio 1 MOACKOYMII, YTOOH YOApUTh el 110 CBOEMY
Bpary, HO BAPYT TJiaBy LIepKBU Opyras TeMHas Marus HacTuria ObICTpee, ¥ OH yIapuiICcs O 3eMJIIO.
[TepBOCBSIIIEHHUK ITOCMOTPETT BBEPX U YBUMAEN [IeMOHA, YEPHBEIE KPBLUIbSI KOTOPOTO OBIITN
pacnpasieHEHL.

- 9ctec?! - yousuncs Japuyc.
IleMOH CITyCTHIICS ¥ TOMOIIEN K TePBOCBSIIEHHUKY.

- OcTaBbTe 3TO HUUTOXKECTBO HA MeHsA. Y MeHs TuuHble cueTsl ¢ Kimaycom CtedaHo, - TporoBOpU
CTpoOro Jcrec.

Iapuyc 3aKphl I'1a3a, ¥ Med UCUe3 B ero pyKax. Tak MepBOCBSILIEHHUK BhIKa3biBajl CBOE COTJIACHE.
IleMOH ITOBEPHYJICS U HAIPaBUIICSA B CTOPOHY Kitayca, KOTOPHIHM IIBITANICS BCTATh HAa HOTH, OMUPAsCh
Ha CBOY Meu.
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Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi Maprapura ounynach. OHa jexasa Ha [MBaHe B X0JIIe, a IIOMYIIKOM
CIIyKuJU HOTY PuMMEl. KpoHIpHUHIIECCa HOTPOHYIACh OO CBOEM T'OJIOBHI M aKKYPaTHO BCTala.

- Yo cny4unocs?

- I3 TBOETO Tenna HeOXKUAAHHO MOABUICSA JcTec. Tak Ha3Bajla 3TOTO MYyXKYMHY UMIIEpaTpuUlla, -
OTBeTHJIA PuMMa, mpumgepkuBasi Maprapury.

- Mou oteni?! A roe oH ceyac? - B3BOTHOBAHHO CIIPOCUIa Maprapura.

- [Toce TOTO, KaK TH IMOTEPsiia CO3HAHKME, TO OH OTIIPABUJICS Ha BTOPOM 3TaxK BMECTE C
“MIIepaTpulien.

- OH cemyac TamM? MHe Hy>KHO C HUM IIOTOBOPHUTH!



- Maprapura! Tel He Halfgews TaM ero. iMnepaTpulia Bce ellfe 0e3 CO3HAHUS, a UMIIepaTOp MepPTB.
Cxopee Bcero ero youn 3cTec. Prillapy 3acTanu BCIO 3Ty KapTUHY, KOTla IPUIIIK B ce0s1 mocye
Maruy JeMOHa.

KponnpuHIiecca mocMoTpesia B 0J1. B ee ronoBe KpyTUIOCh MHOTO MEIC/IeN. BOpyr meBylKa
BCIIOMHUJIA 00 UCTOPUHU, KOTOPYIO paccKasaiu e 6paThsi. ECTh ele KT0-TO MeXAY CBSITBIMU
pHIIapSIMHU U TJIaBOM LIepPKBH... MaprapuTa IOBEpPHYJIa rOJI0OBY U IIOCMOTPEJIa B CTOPOHY BTOPOTO
sraxa. MMmneparop? Heyxkemnu, TOT, KTO ObIJT MeXKAy HUMU - ©MIlepaTop?! 4 yBepeHa, YTO IIPOCTO
Tak, OTel] He ToIe Okl yOMBaTh HU B YeM HEIIOBUHHBIX JIIOJEM.

- O yeM THI OyMaelllb? - IOMHTEpPECOBaachk Pumma.

- Iymaro, 4TO Mou oTel] MCTUT. HaBepHsKa, ceriyac OH B TOM ke MecTe, rae u Knayc Credano. On
oCTaJics TIOCTIeIHUM, - TPoK3Hecia Maprapura u 1o ee IleKe II0TeKJIa cie3a. PUMMa yIuBIeHHO
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hee.
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