Teomopux CTOSIN y GOMBIIOT0 OKHA B CBOUX IMOKOsSX. ETo pyku OBIIM CXKATH B KYyJIaK, a B3TJIS[
COCPefoTOYeH Ha OOHOM ToYKe. MyKunHa OBUT Ha IpaHy 0e3yMusi. DpLUreplor MOHKMaJl, YTo IIJIaH,
IpeIoKeHHbI MaprapuTon, MOXKeT 0Ka3aThCs IeHCTBEeHHBIM, U OHM CMOTYT Pa3mo0bITh BCe
HeoOXOMMMBbIe MOKa3aTeIbCTBA U CIIACTH OeTel, KOTOPHIE 10 CHX ITOP 3aTOYEHHBI B TAMHEIX CTEHAX
IIEPKBY, HO OH He XKeJlaJl ToOABepPraTh CBOIO BO3/I00IEHHYIO TaKOi 0IIaCHOCTU. M3 MaTepraioB
paccienoBaHus, Teomopux MOHAJ, HaCKOIbKO Kiayc KeCTOKUM U XUTPHIY YesI0BeK. Takue oy,
Yalre BCero MpOCYUTHIBAIOT CBOU IIaru AajieKo Biepen. HeT HUKaKOU rapaHTHUM, YTO OHU He IOImaAyT
B €0 JIOBYIIKY C 3TUM UX IUIAHOM. DT Pa3MbILIIeHNs], 0eCKOHEYHO, KPYTUIIUCh B TOJIOBE €I0
CBETJIOCTH, BEI3LIBASI 00JIb.

MaprapuTa 0CTOPOKHO OTKpPEUIa IBepPb B KOMHATY ¥ IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha IPSIMYI0, IHUPOKYI0 CIIUHY
MYKUYUHBL. JpITepuor ObUI T0OX0XK Ha UealbHO CIENJIeHHYI0 CTaTyo. [[eByIIKa TUXOHbKO IIOMOIIIa U
TI0JI0KWJIa PYKY Ha IJIeYX apuCTOKpaTa, a TOJI0BOM YTKHYJACh B €70 IKUPOKYI0 CIUHY. Teomopux
HEMHOT'0 TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U TSXKEJI0 B3OOXHYII.

- 9TO MOXKET CTaTh €eAMHCTBEHHEIM BHIXOOOM. MEI HOKHHI BEIBecTH Knayca CTedaHO Ha YUCTYIO
BOAY, a 0e3 pucKa 3TO He YHOACTCs, - CIIOKOMHO TPOU3Hecia MaprapuTa, BAbIXast MIPUSTHEIA apoMaT
MYXKYUHHI,

- [Toyemy UMEHHO THI, [OJIXKHA PUCKOBaTh? [laBaii, mOUny f.

- U gto, THI, cuenaens? Knaycy TBosI KaHAUAaTypa He uHTepecHa. OH cpa3y IMOWMET, YTO K YeMY U C
JIETKOCTBI0 U30aBUTHCS OT Tebsi, KaK OT UMIIepaTopa.

- f{l He cMOT'y CIIOKOWHO CU[EeTh, 3Has, YTO B 3TO BpeMsi, Thl HaXOOHUIILCS B JlallaX CTPAIIHOI0 MOHCTPA.
4 npotus!

- Teomopux, Knmayc He npuuuHUT MHe Bpefa. OH ellle He Hallle]l HyKHYI0 KPOBb [iyXa IJIs CBOETO
9KCIIepUMEHTa.

- 'me rapaHTHs TOTO, YTO KaK TOJILKO THI HE MTEPECTYIIUIIb ITOPOT LIEPKBH, TO 3Ta KPOBbL HE
00HapyXKHUTHCS?

- He 6ynp napanoukom! Tsl caM roBOpHJI, YTO 0€3 prCKa HMYEero He y3HaThb. THl PUCKOBaJ, codupas
nH(popmauuio o 6apoHe CtedaHo, Teneps Mo odepens. A He cOOMPaOCh CTOATH B CTOPOHE U JKIATh,
KOTI'Jla MpeKpaCHbIH PUHI] IPUAET MEHS cracaTh U3 OallIHu.

- ITomyMmaii 0 pefeHKe, KOTOPOr0 HOCHUILE IIOf CEPALEM, - TpousHec Teomopux u KOCHYJICS CBOeH
PYKO¥M PYKH [I€BYIIKHU.

- IMeHHO TOTOMY, YTO OyMaio 0 CBoeM pebeHKe, 51 pelIniach Ha 3TOT Iar. Mo# MaJbIll pacTeT,
TI09TOMY HYKHO IeHCTBOBaTh 4O TOT0, Kak Kiayc y3HaerT, 4To s 6epeMeHHa ¥ HaYHEeT JaBUTh Ha 3TO.

- Ho!

- Teomopux! {4 c yma cxopuma, KOTHa Thl PEILINUTI IPOBEPHYTH TaKoe onacHoe fefo. Kaxmyio ceKyHny y
MeHS Tepe rila3aMy MOSBIISIUCH CTPAIIHEIMU IIOCTIECTBUS BallleTO IIPOHUKHOBEHHUS B 3all
cymebHoro coBeTa! Tenmeps, TBOSI ouepenb. d X0uy 3amUTUTE OyAyllee 0T 3TOT0 MOHCTPA U IT0Ka eCTh
TaKas BO3MOXKHOCTH, X0Uy BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS €. CO MHOW HUYEro He CITyYUTHCS, IOTOMY YTO S
X04y...BEPHYThCS K Tebe.

['masa spurepuora pacmupuIuch U OH 00epHyJIcs. Maprapura OTIyCTUIa MyKYHUHY ¥ IIOCMOTpesa B
€ro KpaCHBEIE T'JIa3a. ITOT YeJIOBEK Bcerfia OBl ee moIePKKOM 1 0onopoi. ITI0CTOSHHO 3aluinan 1



obeperaj. BT psmoM ¥ MPUHSI TaKoM, KaKas OHA eCcTh. Eciu Mup pa3pymmTcs, ei OyneT HeBaxkHO,
HO €CJIX YTO-TO CIIy4YHUTCs ¢ TeomopuxoM, OHa He mepexkuBeT. K TakoMy BEIBOAy IpuIlyia Maprapura,
OXKHuMasl BO3BpAIleHNs 9PUrepIiora co CTONIb OIIaCHOTO 3afaHusl.

KpoHnpuHIiecca [OTPOHYIaCh CBOEH TEIION, HEXKHOU PYKOH [0 IIeKU MYKYUHBL. T€0gopux 3aKphLi
riasa.

- OGermai MHe, 4TO He Oy/Iels JIe3Th B caMoe MeKy10. [IpoCTo BEISICHUIIE JeTalk ¥ BePHEeIIbCS
o0OpaTHO, - 00eCIIOKOEHHO ITPOT0BOPHII 3PLTEPIOT, Ieys PYKY OeBYIIKH.

- O6emra! - ¢ yneiOKo#M oTBeTHIa MaprapuTta U IPUIIOTHSIACh Ha IBIITIOYKAaX, YTOOB KOCHYThCS
MSATKHUX Ty0 3pIrepora. Teogopux 3aKphUT I'71a3a U, 00HSB ee 3a TaJuio, YriTyOun momenyi. To, 94To
cervac MPOMCXOOUIIO0, OBII0 TOX0XKe Ha COH. HeT...0H Jaxke Bo CHe He CMeJI HaflesIThCs KOCHYThCS Ty0
CBOEH JTI00UMOH,

kksk

[Tocrne TOTO0, KaK 9pLUreplLor MPUHSAT 3TOT 6e3paccynHbl nnaH, KalieH oTpaBuics B ToMecThe rpada
Factunrca. HykH0 OBIJIO BEIIOJIHUTH IIEPBYIO YaCTh - IIOATOBOPUTL PUMMY pa3HECTH CIIyX O TOM, YTO
HeBeCTa KPOHIIPHUHIIA OfepKUMa JEMOHOM.

Korga HacnegHUK TpOHa IIOCTyYall B JBePb OrPOMHOM pe3uneHuuu Ppaniia [acTUHICa, €T0 BCTPETUIT
TJIaBHEIN IBOpenkuil. KalieH CHSIJT CBOM YepHLIe IepYaTKY ¥ IPOIIEeT B XOJIT JOMa.

- 4 XoTen OBl IEpPEeTrOBOPUTH C Jieiu ['aCTHUHTC, - yBEPEHHO IporoBopuil KalieH.

- ¢ mompoI1ITy rOCIOXKY CITyCTUTHLCS, - OTBETHUI IBOPELIKUYN U, TOKJIOHUBIIKCE, OTIIPABUJICS Ha BTOPOM
9TaxX.

B oxumaHuu [IEeBYIIKH, PETEHT PEIInsI IOCMOTPETh KAPTHUHBI, KOTOPHIEe OBITA PA3BEIIEHH! B XOJITIE.
Hackonbko 6b17I0 B3BECTHO, TO Tpad ['acTUHTC He OB IeHuTeNleM UCKyccTBa. Ero 6ombiie
MHTEePeCcOBasId Hay4YHble TPYOH! B IIJlaHe GU3UKH U MaTEMATUKH, II09TOMY YBUAETb PAOOTHI
3HAMEHUTHIX XYOOXKHUKOB B €r0 00HTeNH ObIJI0 YOUBUTEIILHEIM.

KalieHa mpuBiiekia OqHa OYeHb UHTepeCHas KapTHHa. [Ipu MpocMOTpe Ha Hee B AYIIy 3aKpafablBajCcs
cTpax. Ha Heit 6511 n300pakeH HeM3BECTHHIN CTPAHHUK B KPACHBIX OfleKIaxX, KOTOPHIH mepedupancs
CKBO3b YepHBIE 3apOCJIY, a Ha APYroM KOHILIEe eTro XKOajio KpOBoXKaaHOe YyOOBHUILE, B IacTe KOTOPOro

IIOKOMJIOCh MHOXKECTBO JII0IeH.

- Kakoii y rpada crneuuduyeckuit BKyc, - mpousHec KaiieH.

- 9TO mMomapoK. ATy KapTHHY OTIY IIOJAPUII TIaBa IIePKBU Ha MIPOIIILIH IeHb POXKIEHUS, - OTBETHII
HEXHBIY JKEeHCKUU royoc. HacmemHUK TpoHa 00epHYJICS ¥ YBUOE KPAaCHBYIO PHIKEBOJIOCYIO NEBYIIKY
B OOPIOBOM IIJIaThe C TOHKOM I00KOM.

- He 3Ham, 4TO0 rmaBa IIEPKBHU IMUIIET KaPTHUHEI.

- MeHs Gornblile HaCTOpPaXkKUBaeT MOTUB faHHOU paboThl. d myMmarna, 4To ciyXuTenu bora BUgsT
BOKDPYT ce0s1 TOJIbKO CBET U aHTEJIOB.

- 9o TouHO. Hy, Kak roBopuUTCS: B ceMbe He 6e3 ypopa, - C capka3MoM mmporoBopun Kaiien. Pumma
cnerka ynbOHyIach U Mofolia 6I1ke K CBETIOBOJIOCOMY MYKUMHE.



- O yeM THI XOTEJI CO MHOU ITOTOBOPUTE?
- MoxeT, IporyssgeMcs 1o cany, He X0TelnoCh Obl, Y9TOOLI HaC KTO-TO YCJIBIIIAT.

Iour rpada HaCTOPOXKMUIACH, HO COTJIACUIIaCh IPOTYNATHCS Ha CBeXeM Bo3ayxe. Kak TOnpKo OHU
BBILIIM M3 loMa, To KaiieH mpepioxKuil I0HOW JIeAX CBOM JIOKOTh. PuMMa ynbIOHyIach U B3sya
MyKUYUHY [10J PYKY.

- Pa3 MBI BHIIIIIK B Call, TO 3HAYMUT, Pa3roBop O4YEHb CepBGSHBII;I?

- UmenHo Tak! [ToMHMINB, ST pacCcKa3kiBal O TOM, YT0 MaprapuTa no4yb meMoHa? He Mormia Obl TH
PacIpoCTpaHUTh 3TY HOBOCTh 110 CTOJIUALIE?

['ma3a geByLIKM pacIIupPUCh OT YOUBIEeHU. EX Ka3anoch, 4YTO KPOHIPUHIL XOTEN epXKaTh 3TO B
TaWHe.

- He monuMato, 3aueM Tebe 3T0? Pa3Be, He HY:KHO MOI4aTh 06 3TOM, YTOOLl He UCIIOPTUTH TBOIO
pemnmyTauo?

- V MeHst Majyio BpeMeHH, 03TOMY 51 He MOTY paccKa3aTh Te0e Bce, HO MHE 0YeHb HYXKHO, YTOOHI THI
BBITIOJIHUTIA 3Ty MPOCh0y. Cpenu TBOMX 3HAKOMBIX OUeHb MHOT'O OOIT/IMBHIX XKEHIIKUH. [10r0BOPH C
HUMU Ha 3Ty TEMY, U OHM Pa3HECYT HOBOCTh B CHUIO XK€ CEKYHY.

- ¢l He yBepeHa, 4TO NOHSa TeOS.

- 51 MOTy CcKasaTh TOJIBKO OJHO, UTO T'aBa IepkBu Kiayc CtedaHo He TOT J0OpSK, 3a KOTOPOTO Cebs
BEITAET. & Hamuiry Tebe MHUChMO, TTie BCe Pa3bsICHIO, HO M000elai, YTO BHIIOIHUIIE IIPOCLOY U
PaCIPOCTPAHMUIIIb 3TOT CIIyX.

- Xoporo. {1 chenato, Kak Tl mpocuis. OnHako He 3abynp, 4To obelas Bce pacckasaTh, - CllerKa
npurposusna Pumma.

- Tet myumasi! - ¢ yneioko# mporoBopui KaiieH 1 Kpemko 0OHSIIT PEIZKEBOJIOCYI0 KpacaBully. Pumma
TOXe 0OHSIIa MyKYUHY.

Ia, Bce ObI10 TpekpacHo. [TepBast yacTh IylaHa MJII0C MUHYC BBHIITOJIHEHA, OOHAKO, HACJIEOHUK TPOHA
OBl OYeHb OeclieyeH, mpuexaB B IoMecThe rpada ['acTuHrCa, MOTOMY YTO HE3aoJIro 10 ero
Ipre3[a, Y4epPTOry aprCTOKpaTa IOCETHI I'aBa nepksu. ®paHil u Kinayc mro0uimy u3peaka IOUTpaTh B
IIaxMaThl 3a 00CYKIEHUSIMU TUYHEBIX Ie]l. ITa BCTpeYa MpoXoauia B KabuneTte rpada, Ha mepBoM
ataxke. OKHO OBIJTO OTKPHITO, a Kitayc mpekpacHO CIIBIIIaN Bech pa3roBop KaieHa u PUMMEL.

- Bam xopm, rnaBa, - ckasan rpad.

- OgHaKO B BallleM IIOMeCThe 0YeHb UHTEPECHO, - C YIBIOKOM Tpou3Hec Kayc u mocTaBui X03IuHy
[ioMa IIax 1 Mar.

ok

[Tocrne ykuHa uMnepaTpulia 3allljia B IOKou uMneparopa. C Tex nop, Kak ToT cjer, KatepuHa
KaX[Obl{ OeHb IPUX0OuIa IPoBenaTh ero. [la, OH He pa3roBapuBajl, He MOT 3aKJIIOYUTh €€ B TEIJIble
00BATHS, HO KeHIIUHE ObII0 JOCTAaTOYHO TOTO, YTO MyKUYKWHA ABIIUT. YTO B HEM TEIJIUTLCS, XOTh U
MaJieHbKas, YaCTU4dKa XKU3HU.

Kartepuna B3sifia u3 OMONMMOTEKN KHUTY JeTEKTUBHOTO KaHpa, KOTOPLIe Tak 1o0ui ['unbepT.



VimmepaTpuiia cejia Ha CTYJ PSAOM C GOJIBIIION KPOBAThIO, OTKPHIIa IIEPBYIO CTPAHUIY ¥ Havasla
YUTATh BCIyX. YTeHHEe HAallIOMMHAJIO e 0 TeX OHSX, KOT{la OHU C UMIIEPATOPOM ellle ObITA TOIbKO
o0pyueHsl. FOHBIE BO3/TI00IEHHEIE JTIOOMIN 3aKPEIBATHCS B €T'0 TIOKOSIX ¥ YUTATh BCIYX APYT OPYTY.
Cuauana KaTepuHa yuTasna 4To-HUOYOb U3 JETEKTHUBOB, a MOTOM ['unbepT - poMaHTHYECKUe
UCTOPUU. B JaHHBIM MOMEHT XKEHITUHE OYEeHb HEe XBATAJIO T€X TEIIRIX ¥ CHACT/IMBHIX THEH.

Karepuna npouuTasna, IpUMEPHO, IeCATh CTPaHHUII, KaK BAPYT B IBEPh IIOKOEB UMIIepaTopa
nocTydanu. KeHIIMHa M0JI0XKKIa 3aKIagKy U 3aKphljila KHUTY.

- Boiigure!

B KOMHaTYy BoOIIIeN ClIyTa U MOKJIOHUJICS UMIIepaTpUIIE.

- 410 cimy4unocs?

- Bamme BennuecTBo, ¢ BaMu KOe-KTO XOUET BCTPETUTHCS, - OTBETHUII CIIyTa.

- Tel K€ 3Haelllb, YTO II0CJIe YKUHA S HUKOTO He IPHHHMAa. OTOLUIINTE TOCTS, TyCTh MPUXOIUT
3aBTpa.

- OH moxkenasn BCTPETUTLCS C BAMU MMEHHO CETOOHS U cerdac.
KeHIHA TSAXKeJ0 B3LOXHYIIA.

- Yro 3a BaxkHas ocoba X04YeT BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM?

- 'maBa nepksu Knayc CredaHno, - poroBOpuiI Ciayra, CMOTPS B IIOJ.

['ma3a KaTepuHbl paciupunuch oT yausiaeHus. OHu ¢ KinaycoM BUAeNuCh B IIOCTIEAHUN pa3 Ha
IIpa3fHUKe, yCTPOEHHOM B YeCTh POXKAEHUS KPOHIPUHIA. MMIepaTpuia CriaoTHy/Ia U MeAJIeHHO
IIOAHSIACh CO CTyTa.

- 4 ceiivyac npuny.

Cnyra MOKJIOHUJICS ¥ BBILIEN U3 KOMHATHEL. KaTeprHa 010K uiIa KHUTY Ha TyMOOYKY ¥ IIOCMOTpea
Ha crsinlero ummneparopa. Ceiiyac oHa BCTPETUTHCS OfMH Ha OJUH C TeM, KTO [IOBeJI ee MyxXka [0
TAKOT0 cOCTOsTHUS. EMiBa IBepb 3aKpHIIACh 3a UMIEpATPHUIEH, TO pyka ['unbepra gporuysia, Kak
OynTo Kejast OCTAHOBUTH €e.

KartepuHa chenana rioy0OKui B30X U BOIIJIA B XOJIJ, THE €€ yXKe KAl BEICOKUN CBETIIOBOJIOCHIN
MyX4HuHa B 6€JI0M IIepKOBHOM OfiesTHUH. [ TaBa IIEPKBY CTOSIJI CIIMHOM K IBEPH ¥ CMOTPeJI, KaK
COJIHIIe 3aXONMT 3a TOPHU30HT. Kak TOJIBKO OH YCJIBIIIAJ 3BYK 3aKPHIBAIONIEHCS IBEPU, TO 00EPHYIICS U
BCTPETHUJICSI C TBEPILIM B3TJISIOOM UMIIEPATPHUIIEL.

- O yeM, BB, XOT€JIM CO MHOU IIOTOBOPUTH? - IOUHTEpPecoBaiack KaTepuHa, CMOTPs IPAMO B I'jia3a
Krnayca.

- Moxert, mpucsimem? He 6Golics, st He cbeM Tebs, - C TerKou yIrIOKO0M ITPOroBOPHUII T'JlaBa LIEePKBU.

2KenmuHa cea Ha 0€TOCHEXKHBIM OTUBAaH. MyKYKHA CeJl HalPOTUB Hee. VX pa3fesisii TOJIbKO HU3KUH
CTOJIMK, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSI/TA CBexkecoOpaHHEIe Oejble PO3Ll U ABE YAllKU C TOPSIYUM YePHBIM YaeM.
KaTtepuna OblyTa MaKCHMaIbHO HampsixkeHa. OHa He MIOHUMAJIa, YTO 3TOT YEJI0BEK X0UeT OT Hee IOoCIie
CTOJIBKHX JIET.



- Kak Ero BenuuecTtBo?

KaTepuna pe3ko nogHssa rojgoBy U BIUJIaCh THEBHEIM B3rIAAoM B Knayca. CtedaHo TOIBKO
YIIBIOHYJICS U CHeNal IJI0TOK 4as.

- BrI emte cripamrmBaeTe? Pa3Be, BaM He NTydllle 3HaTh O €T0 CAMOYYBCTBUH, - PE3KO OTBETHUIIA
UMIIepPaTPHUIIA.

- Bame BennyecTBo, He CTOUT Tak 31UThCSA. Ha Bce, UTO IPOUCXOOUT C Y€JIOBEKOM, BOJII BoxXbs, - €
ynbeIOKOM cKa3an Knayc.

- Korpga BhI ycrienu ctath borom? Bl oOpaliaeTech ¢ TIOAbMY, KakK ¢ UrpymkaMu. CKOIbKO KPOBH Ha
BalllUX pyKax? - mOoBEICcUIIa royioc Katepusa.

- Katepuna! Tel monpo6yii, meficTBeHHO. Cpasy XKe XKUTb CTAHOBUTCS JIeTde, Befgb TeOsT He OKPYKalo
JIIO[IX, TOTOBBIE BCTABUTH IAJIKU B KOJeca.

- 3amomnuu! Ecnu mogu XOTST BAC OCTAHOBUTH, TO 3HAUMT, ECTh 3@ UTO. [loueMy, THI, Helaellb BCe
3TO?

- 9T0 Bce pagu Te6s. KpoBb, KOTOpas Ha MOMX PyKax, €CTh ¥ Ha TBOHUX, IIOTOMY 4YTO 5 [eJIal0 9TO BCe
pamu Tebs!

KatepuHa OTKpEIIa POT OT yauBIeHUs. Ee ria3a Havyamu ClIe3uThCs. [IBIaTh ObIIO0 TSKEI0, KaK
OynTo ¢ 3eMmu ucye3 BeCh BO3AyX. [1azaMu, KOTOPHIMU Cceliyac cMOTpeN Ha Hee Kiayc, TOYHO Tako
JKe B3I, Korma-To Obit 1 y Ana CredaHo.
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