YTto ecTb 2KU3HBL?

Heb6eca Ha TpeTheM ypOBHE, OBITTM KPaCHBIMH.

Kasanoce, 4T0 OHM OMEITH KPOBEBIO, OTYETO BCE OKPYZKEHNE Ka3aJIOCh MUPOM, 3aTOHYBIIIEM B
KPOBaBOM OK€aHeE.

3mech, CTOSIIN THICSYH MyK4YKH. VX TOJIOBBI OBISTM IIPUIIOMHSTH, OOHAKO BCE OHM CMOTPEeH Ha
nosiBuBiierocs Cy Muna. B 11eHTpe, epe BceMu My:KUYMHAMHU, CTOSIJI CTApUK, Ybe JIUI0 ITOJTHUIIOCH
MopinuHaMu. CJI0BHO TOJIIa B MOPE KPOBH...

Onu cmotpenu Ha Cy MuHa, a Cy MuH Ha HUX.

«3toT Mep3aBel; Cul Ma, mmocesin B Hac cBou Hutu Bepcepka. CkKa3as 4To eClId MBI XOTSI-OBI PYKY
Tebe 0TOpBEM, TO OH OCBOOOOUT HAC.» CKa3as CTapuK, 00TauyeHHBIN B KPOBaBO KpacHyIo pscy. OH
roBopu risias Ha Cy MuHa, ero rojoc OBUT XPUIIIIEIM, OOHAKO KaXKI0e CII0BO YETKO CJIBIIIANIOCh Ha
OO0JIBIIIOM PACCTOSTHUMU.

Cy Mus npomMomnyart.

«Ho 3auem? M#I yKe ¥ TaK YHUXKEHBI IO HEBO3MOXKHOCTH, V Hac HeT Oymymiero. Ecnu Hama cBo6oa
OymeT mpocTo pelieHreM Mep3aBiia Cel Ma...To HaM Takas cBoOofia He canach!

Ceiidac, MBI MOK€EM TOJIBKO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOIO BOJIIO. MBI BOJIbHEI BEIOMPATh CMEPTh!» X0JIOIHO
pacCcMesiBIINCH, CKa3all CTapuK.

«ITapeHb, 3alIOMHM UM HaIIero mueMeHu; nneMenu [Tonoit KpoBu, 1 Bo3bMU Hallle Hacnenue. Ecnu
THI yOberb Cel Ma CuHS, TO TIOMOTH HaM HalTH HaIllMX TOTOMKOB BO BHEITHEM Mupe!

TaMm TOYHO HOJXKHEL OLITH HAIIM COIIJIEMEHHUKH. Y HUX Ha riabesie, JoJXKHa OBITh OTMETHHA B BULE
KaIlJTd KPOBM.» CKa3aJl CTAPUK ¥ Ha ero rirabesie IposBUIach OTMETHHA B BU[IEe KAIlJId KPOBH.
OpHako, 3Ta OTMETHHA ITOSIBHJIACh HE TOJIBKO Y HEro, HO M Y BCeX OCTAIbHBIX MyKYHKH.

«Y Hac 37ech HeT JIeTel, U HeT XKeHIMH, ©00 ecyu Obl OHM OBLIH, TO CTPafanyu OBl ¥ TPUHOCUIU OBl
CTpPaJaHus HaM...s He X0Uy YTOOHI HAIllK IeTH, HOCUIIX B cebe 3Tu yepToBel Hutu Bepcepka. 4 He
X04y, 4TOOHI XKEHITUHbI OBITTA BHIHYKIEHE CMOTPETh B I'/Ia3a CBOUX MyKel M BUAETh TaM 3TH
TIoTaHble HUTH. f He X04y, YTOOB! HAllli BOMHEI OBUIM IUIIEHB BO3MOXKHOCTU 3aIlIUTUTh CBOUX
COOCTBEHHBIX K€H, U CMOTPETh KaK OHU CTPAfaioT OT HEBUNAHHOW ThMHL...

[Tapens, nonyyu xke Halte Hacnenue. f, Croa JIyHs Xal, [T03BOJIb K€ HaM, 4YjeHaM IiyieMeHu [Tonoi
KpoBu, cTaTh TBOEW CUJION H...0MOYE yOuTh Cel Ma Cuns!»

Korga crapuk 3aKOHYMII TOBOPUTD, OH CEJI B IT03Y JI0oTOCA. Ero mpuMepy mocienoBaiy BCe YJIeHH
IIJIeMeHM, HUKTO He oTKa3ascs. OHu He 00sITUCh CMEePTH, U UCKpeHHe HeHaBuaenu Cel Ma CuHS.

Korpga Bce 4neHH IJIeMeHHU 110J10¥ KpoBu cenu, Cy MuH yBUfIel, KakK OHYM HauMHAIOT CJIUBATHCS C
MOPEM KPOBHU, PACTBOPSISICH B HEM.

Crapuk CcTa II0CJIefHUM, KTO PAaCTBOPUJICS, HO IIpeXae, OH BEIKPUKHYI Cy Muny.
«Ybel ero!»

Cxka3zaB 3T0, CTapHK TOXKe PAaCTBOPHUJICS B MOPe KPOBH. B 3TOT MOMEHT, MOpe KPOBH Ha4ajo OyIIeBaTh



Y MIEHUTHCS ¥ BCKOPe moxkaeM o0pymunock Ha Cy MuHa!

B aTtom kpoBaBoM moxme, Cy MuH He OLUTyTHII HUKAKO# OmacHOCTH. HampoTus, B HEM OH OLIyIIA
HEemokojae6uMyio peuruMocTh. Korma Mope kpoBu npubnu3unoch Kk Cy MuHy, 0HO 06€pHYIOCH
OTPOMHOM KpPOBaBo# chepoii, KoTopas okyTana Cy MuHa u BCKOpe, Hayajia GUTHCS, CIIOBHO KUBOE
ceppue.

9T0 61110 ceppte nnemenu [Tomoit Kposu. OHO 6bLIO0 CepAlieM IIJIEMEHU, KOTOPOE OBLIO TIOf BIaCThIO
Hureit Bepcepka, u He Moryo 0ojiee YIIPaBIsTh CBOEH KU3HbIO, @ TOIBKO JIUIIh CMEPTHIO.

Cy MuH cen B 03y 10TOCa U Ha4YaJl MEIUTUPOBATh B 3TOU cepe. Ha ero nuiie Tennunach nevasnb, U
OH OBIJT TOTPSICEH [0 I'IyOUHBI AyIIK. ECTeCTBEHHO UCTOYHUKOM €ero MOTPsiCeHusi, Obla KepTBa
Crapenmunsl nmneMenu [Tacteipel baiiu, a 3aTeM XKepTBa 1enoro niaemenu Ilomnou Kposu!

Tak, oHU cpaxKasuch MPOTUB COOGCTBEeHHOM cynbObl. OHM OblM nox0xku Ha O6peuenHtblt Pon. Ckopee
BCET0, HeNb3s yTBepkKaaTh, uTo OOpeueHHBIN Pox 9T0 paca, Begb abCOMIOTHO MI000M U KaXK/blii
YeJI0BEeK, MOT CTaTh YacThio OOpeueHHOT0 Poma, eciu OH XKaxX/al KOHTPOJTMPOBATh CBOIO CYABOY,
eCJid OH OBIT TOTOB CHeJIaTh IEPBHIH IIar K TOMY, YTOOL He CKJIOHSTHCS Iepe[ Cyabp0oii!

Y Kaxmoro yeynoBeKa CBOS KM3Hb, HO KaXKObI, MOXKeT cTaTh OOpeueHHBIM!

Bckope, pasym Cy MuHa pOsSICHUIICS U OH HaydaJl JIy4lle IOHUMaTh 3HaYeHue Cyab0hI.

«Yro...ecTb 2KM3HBL? ITO KU3HECIIOCOOHOCTE, HAcliefie, KOTOPOEe MHI IIOJTy4aeM IIPU POXKIECHUH.
2Kv3Hb 3TO Tak-ke cynb0a, Tak Kak 0e3 Hacimenus cynbOsl, Hamy 2Ku3Hu 6yayT HEeIOTHOLEHHbIMHY. ..

2Kuzns, 2KusnecrnocobHocts, Cyap6a. Mbr poxpgaemcs ¢ 2KH3HbI0, OMHAKO HAIly CYyAb0Y, MTPUXOOUTCS
BBIPHIBATDh U3 PYK APYTUX JIOfiel, YTOOB CaMUM e€e KOHTPOJIUPOBATh...

2Kv3Hb Tak-Ke BKIIOUaeT B ce0s mofelt u Hebeca, a cyapba, 9TO pa3feNuTeNbHas YepTa MexIy
HYMH...HEYKEeJIU [JIsI TOTO YTOOH! CTaTh IOJTHOLEHHEIM U 00pecTy 2KU3Hb YTOOH CTATh YEJIOBEKOM,
MBI CHa4aJla JOJIKHbI CKJIOHUTHCS mepeq Hebecamu?» nmpobopmoTan Cy MuH, cuasi B KpoBaBo# chepe
¥ OTKPHIT I'7Ia3a.

«Ecmu 2Kv3Hb 9T0 MOKOpeHre HeOecaMu pagy IIpaBa Ha3hIBAThCS YEJIOBEKOM, TO MIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOE
TOKEe BEPHO, MOXKHO CKa3aTh YTO KOTMA Y Hac ecTh 2Ku3Hb, HeOeca MOKJIOHSIOTCS HaM!»

Cy MuH 3akpsin ria3a. B aToT MOMeEHT, pparMeHT TOro Mupa, KOTOPBIM OH MOJTy4YHUJI OT
6marocimoBenus [IpakoHa CBeYd, HEOXKUAAHHO APOTHYI...

PanbIne, TakOro HUKOTIa He ITPOUCXOMUIIO.

Ero xpas Cl0BHO Haya/u TasiTh ¥ €r0 YaCTULEI CIUBaiIuch ¢ TejaoM Cy MuHa. B 9TOoT Mur, kpoBasas
cepa pe3Ko yMeHBIINIACh ¥ yKe TOJIbKO ITOKphIBaia Teno Cy MuHa.

W3 cdepr! Hauamy NCXOOUTE BOJIHEL JKU3HEHHOM CUJIBI U MUPCKOY SHEPruy, HO 3TUX BOJIHAX
ollyIlanach XKU3HEHHas CUia, KOTopas BCeMU cuyaMu 6oposach ¢ cynb00il U BCe 3TO, BIUBAIOChH B
teno Cy MuHa.

HiMenHO 00 3TOM CHJIe ¥ TOBOPHUJ CTapHuK u3 memMeHnu [Tonoit Kposu.

Ota KpoBaBas cdepa, Obla caMoil CyThio IneMeHU. KoHrnomepanus cyneb BCero nieMeHU, KOTOPhIe
ouu otpaBanu Cy Muny. Teno Cy MuHa, ero KOCTH, KPOBb U IIJIOTh, CPa3y Ke Hadasy IOIJI0MmaTh 9Ty



CUIy.

Emy myxHa OblJIa CJia TAKOTO POAa, B KOTOPOIi cofepskanach caMasi CyTh O0phOEL C Cynb00ii, Bedb
CHJIa TaKOTro pofa, MHOTOKpaTHO ycunut ero Koctu Bepcepka!

B manuwit MoMeHT, Cy MuH OBLI 3aHST TE€M, YTO IILITAJICSA MOHSATh 3HaYeHue 2Kusuu. [To Mepe Toro
KaK ero MoHMMaHue CTaHOBUJIOCH 00Jiee SCHBEIM, €T0 TeJI0 BIUTHIBAJIO CUITy U3 KPOBaBOM Chepsl 1
cuny pparmeHTa Mupa....uepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, B €T0 TeJle Hayalld MOSIBIATHCS IPU3HaKU
Kynstusanuu Kuzuu!

[To Mepe TOTO Kak cdepa yMeHbIIanack, u3 tejla Cy MrHa Hadano JOHOCUTHCS Tyxoe OyxaHbe. ETo
TIEpPETIOIHSTIA CUjla, ¥ eCIM U3HAYaJIbHO TOJIKO CefbMasi 4aCTh ero KocTel yxe Oblia
npeobpa3oBaHa B Koctu bepcepka, To cefiyac UX KOMMYECTBO YBETUYUBAJIOCH!

«ITocne Mupa [lymu, Hallla KPOBb U3MeHUTCSA. KynbTUBaIusg KpOBU, KOCTEH U Oyl OKOHYEHAa, Hallld
Tejla COBEPIIEHHEI KaK BHYTPH, TaK U CHapyxku. OTHBIHE, KyJIbTUBALMS Tejla OKOHYeHa M HaUUHAaeTCsq
KynbTUBauusa Matpurisl 2Ku3uu!

HyxHo pa36uth Matpuily 2Ku3Hu U BEIACHUTH €€ HeJoCTaTKU. ITo JIumeHnue XKu3Hu.

Y3HaB 4yero He xBaTaeT HaM, MBI y3HaeM O COXKaJIEeHUSIX MUPa U KakK MBI ero IoHuMaeM. ITo [[Boper]
Kuzsun.

Korga [IBoperr 2Ku3uu 0KaxKeTCs B HAIIIMX PYKaX, TO MBI ITOIYYUM O€CKOHEYHYIO CIaBy. MBI CMOKeM
MCII0/Ih30BaTh CUIEl MupoBoro ITpocTpaHcTBa u 3T0 OyneT Mupom 2Ku3Hu.

XKusnenHasa Matpurna, Jlummenue 2Kusuu, [IBopen 2Ku3nu u Mup 2KusHy, Bce 310 upeT nocie Mupa
Hywmu Bepcepka, 1 Ha3wBaeTcs Tponou KyneTtuBanuu 2Ku3Huy, KoTOpasd IpuHaaiexkuT bepcepkam!»

Korpa Cy MuH npuiien K noauMaHu0 2KU3HHY, B €ro IoJjIoBe pa3fasics rojoc TpeTeero bora
bepcepkos.

«Ecmu s ctymmio Ha nyTh KynbruBaiuu 2Ku3HM, TO OTHBIHE U BCETMQ, 5 OyIy KyJIbTUBHPOBAThH CBOIO
Kusus! IlepBriid 3Tan 310 Martpuna 2KusHau, 4to ecTh MaTpuiia 2KusHu...?»

I'masa Cy MuHa Bce erte ObIM 3aKPHITH M OH IIPOAOJIZKAJ CUAETh B KPOBaBO# cdepe, KoTopas
IIOCTEIIeHHO YMEeHbIIIaIach, BIUBas CBOIO CYITHOCTH B Tejlo Cy MuHa, CTAaHOBSICh €OUHBIM LIEJIHIM C
ero Koctsimu Bepcepka, 0Tuero mocTerneHHo, BOCbMas 4aCTh €r0 KOCTeH, 0T ¥ KPOBU
CTAaHOBHUJIMCH IIJIOTBIO, KPOBBIO U KOCTAMHU UCTUHHOT O BepcepKa.

«Martpuia Kusnu... Matpuiia 2Ku3HH....4TO 3TO....?7»

MHO03KeCTBO T'0JI0COB 3By4aso B ronoBe Cy MuHa u Bce OHU 3afaBaju oguH Bompoc. Cy MuH Obln
CUJIBHEIM Kak bepcepk u3 Mupa [lyiiv Ha o3pHeM 3Tale, O0HAKO Ha CaMOM [ieJie, YPOBEHb ero
KyJIbTHBalUM Bce ellle Obl Ha ypoBHEe Mupa 2KepTsrl KocTu.

OmHako, OH o0Opailliaj BCI0 CBOIO KPOBb, TIJIOTh U KOCTY B BepCcepKOBE, UTO BEJIO eT0 K CTAHOBJIEHHIO
caMbIM cunibHEIM Bepcepkom u3 Mupa 2XKepTtsel KocTr, KoTopoMmy He OBIIO paBHEIX. Ho maxke Tak, eMy
BCE ellle IPECTOSIIO IEPEHTH B IPYTol MUp, IPeXae YeM OH CMOXKET ITOUTH 110 IYTH KyIbTUBAINK
2Ku3nwu, Bedb y HETo Bce elrle He Ob10 co6CTBeHHOM cTaTyu bora bepcepkos.

Celtuac, OH UMeJI IPeCTaBIeHNe O TOM, YTO KOT/la HaCTaHeT IeHb U OH MpopBeTcst B Mup [lymu



Bepcepka u noiiMeT 3HaYeHue Matpuilbl 2K1u3Hu, TO Iepeq HUM OTKPOETCS BENIUKUY MIyTh, Ha
OCO3HaHNe KOTOPOro y YyyxKakKa yUAeT Liejlasi BEYHOCTh, HO [jaxke 110 ee OKOHYaHUIO, OH Tak U He
IIOMMET 3TOT MYTh.

9T10 6bi1 yTh KynbTuBauu Kusnu.
[Ipomomkas pa3MBILIIATE, IEITAsICh NOHATH 3HaYeHue 2Ku3nu, Cy MuH poposxkarl MorjaomaTh

cdepy KpoBu. Bckope, 0Ha ¥cYe3ya, IOTHOCThIO CIIMBLIKCH ¢ TejoM Cy MuHa.

Ero mieku nokpacHesu U BIIEPBHE 3@ BCe BpeMs C MOMeHTa ero nosiBnenus B HeGecHrix BpaTax, ero
TEJI0 MTPEKPATUIIO UCTOYATh aypPy CMepPTH. XOTS 3TO OBIJIO TPABHOM JIUIIb B TEYEHNE HECKOTTBKUX
MraHoBeHu u Cy MUH BHOBB OBIJT OKYTaH aypod CMEPTHU ¥ YePHBEIM TyMaHoM. OnHako Korga Cy MuH
3aMEeTHUJI 3TO SIBJIeHUE, OH PEe3KO0 OTKPHLJ IJlasa.

«Ecnu 51 cMory IpOnuTh BpeMs 9Toro addekxTa [0....06CKOHEYHOCTH, TO BO3MOXKHO S CMOTY
IIOKUHYTh MeCTO, Ha3biBaeMoe Pervnonom Cmeptu MHB!»

Korma Cy MuH OTKpHIUI I'J1a3a, CKjla Cpa3y BhIpPBalach U3 €r0 Tejla, 0TYero TpeTuit ypoBeHb HeGecHBIX
BpaT comporHycs U 10 BCeM MECTHOCTH Pa3/IeTeNIUCh BOJIHEI PsSOu.

K 9TOMy MOMEHTY, TOYTH BOCbMasi 4acCTh €r0 IIJIOTH, KPOBHU ¥ KOCTel, cTana bepcepkoBeimu u Cy
MuH yxe Obl1 HAMHOTO 6/I1MKe K BEJITMKOMY 3aBepIIeHN0, KOTOPOe OBbIJI0 JOCTYITHO TOIBKO eMy!

«MHTepecHO, KaKUX BBICOT S [IOCTUTHY...eCJIH YCIIeIIHo oOpailry Bce Koctu B Koctu Bepcepka u
yCIIeIIHOo IpopBychk B Mup [ymu bepcepka, mocjie 4ero CMory noHsATh 3HaueHne MaTpuilel
Kuznn...»

Cy MuH npuilypuscs U MOKHSI IPaBylo PYKy, IIOCJe Yero cxKall Kymak.

He60 TpeThero ypoBHS 3ap0Kasio ¥ IOKPHIIOCH HCKAXKEHUSIMHU, KOTOPHIE Bpalllaich Bce OLICTpee,
CJIOBHO BHUXPH. BCKOpe, BUXpH KaK 0Ka3aioCh OBIIM CIIOCOOHHBI Pa30PBaTh 3TO «HE00», ¥ CO3TMaTh
BUXDPb, KOTOPHIY BEJl Ha Y€TBEPTHIM YPOBEHBD!

Cy MuH nogHsii ronoBy. Ero nmpucyTcTBue, CUIBHO OTINYAJIOCh OT TOr0, KaKoe OHO OBIIIO KOTHa OH
TOJIbKO TIPUILIE]I Ha TPETHY ypPOBeHb. B HeM Oblyla Kaxkna moHuMaHus KynbtuBanuu XKu3uu, naxe
camo mpucyTtctBue KynbruBanuu 2Kusuu, yactuiy Koroporo Cy MuH Mony4dus BO BpeMs 03apeHus.

Ero npucytcTBHe OlLlyIIanochk ¥ B KaXKA0M ero IBUKEHUH, TaK Kak yKe BOCbMas 4acCThb ero Tela,
ctana TenoM bepcepka!

«He BaxHO, 4ero 1 cMory foOUTHCS CHadaa, HO ¥ TO ¥ IPYroe, MHOTOKPATHO YBEJIUUUT MOU CUJIBL!»
Cy MuH marsyn Brepen ¥ yCTPEMUJICS B BUXPb, BeOYIINI Ha YETBEPTHIN YPOBEHE.

[Tnams ero xenanus youts Cbt Ma CuHS, HUKOTTIa He yraCHET, a eT0 PelIMMOCTb 3TO CHeNaTh, He
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