K YOUBIJIEHWIO YUE€HUIIEI ITJIEMAHHMUITHL. ..

4 My, oTtoporeno ycraBusucs Ha OOpedueHHEIX. B [aHHBIY MOMEHT, OH HU4ero He cooOpaxar, HO
HEO0XKHUIaHHO ITOHSAJ, YTO IIOCTYNIUJI BEPHO, KOTa PEIIXTI YKPHIThCSA Ha ocTpoBe OOpeueHHOr0 Pona.

JIuo ctapuka B HeOe, ObIJI0O MpayHee I'po30BhIX Ty4d. OH Obl1 BepcepkoM Ha cpegHeM sTane Mupa
Iy, ¥ MOT BIIOJTHE CYMTATHCS MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM BOMHOM B BocTouHbix [TycTomax. OpHako,
CTOJIKHOBEHUE C KaKUMU-TO cllabakaMy Ha OCTPOBE, BEI3BAJIO Y HETO CTOJIBKO IP00JIeM U OHU faxke
3aCTaBUJIU €T0 HACTOPOXKUTHCS.

Ero TPEeBOr'a BO3HMKIIA HEOXKMOAHHO, HO OH YETKO €€ OIyIIlal.

[TpuunHOM ero TPEBOKHOCTH, Oblila YOUNCTBEHHAS aypa U HemoKonebumoe 6e3pa3nuyre OBYyX
IIeCSITKOB YeJIOBEK Ha OCTpOBe. [laxke meTu, ObUIM ykKacarolle 6e3pa3uyuHbl K TPOUCXOMSIIEMY .
PaHee, emy BcTpeyanuch mogo0OHEIE JIIONK, HO He 1LieJible PacH.

«OOpeyeHHHIH Pop 3HAUUT. § 3aIlIOMHIO 3T0.» CIIYCTSI HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, CKa3ajl CTapuK.

«Korpa st pacmpaBioch ¢ BaMu 1 BepHYCh B BocTouHbie [TycToru, s1 coo0Iy BceM IyieMeHaM, 4To B
FOxHEIX 3eMIIsiX, eCTh paca, 30Bymasics O0peyeHHbIM PoioM, U mTOCIie 3TOro, 1I000% KTO CKaXKeT YTOo
oH O6pedeHHHIH, OyIeT YHUUTOXKEeH MOUMHU COIIJIeMEeHHUKaMu!» 37100HbIe CI0Ba CTapuKa, OBITH
IIPEUCIIONTHEHB HaMepeHueM YOUTh U X0JI0O0M, HO He CMOTPS Ha 9T0, Ha nuiiax OOpedyeHHHIX, TaK U
He BO3HUKJIO TEHU 9MOIHH.

Iaxe getu, 6eCCTPAIITHO CTOSNIN ¥ ¢ Oe3pa3IuyreM CMOTPEIN Ha CTapuKa B He0e.

4 My e, HallPOTHUB, OLIYTHII YTO II0 €T0 CIIMHEe IPo0ezKas X0JIOM0K, 0COOeHHO YBUAEB OTCYTCTBHUE
peaknuu y oopeueHHBIX. CTapuk u3 BocTounsix [1ycTolel, yke Hadajal HEHAaBUOETh 9TH
Oe3pa3muyHble B3TISAALL. X0JIOJHO XMBIKHYB, OH ITOHSJII ITPaByI0 PYKY X B3MaxXHYII eio mepey co6oii. B
CJIeAYIOIINI MUT, MUP 3arpoxXoTasl U Haj OCTPOBOM CT'yCTUJIMCh YEpHBIE Ty4H. M3-3a HUX, Hayalla
ITOKA3bIBAThCS TUTAHTCKAS CTATYs, OKOJIO TPEX COTeH (yTOB BHICOTOM.

Korpma mostBumace cTaTysi, Ha MUP 0OpPYLIUIOCh HEBEPOSITHO MOTYIIECTBEHHOE [IaBIIEHUE.

[TossBneHue 3TOMN CTaTyHu, O3HA4aJIO JIMIIb TO, YTO CTAPUK PEIINII aTAKOBATh BCEMH CHUJIAMHU, TdK KakK
O4Y€EHb X0TeJl y61/ITB BC€X, KTO HaXOOMJICA Ha OCTPOBE.

Bce Takue-xke 6e3pa3nmuyHbe, 00peYeHHbIe MOAoIY K cTaTye Cy Muta. OHU 3aKpHIIH T'/1a3a U
CIIOBHO GBI TI03a0KITH 0 CTApHKe U 0 ero cTaTye Bora Bepcepkos. CeB B 103y JI0TOCA, OHU HadajK
6opMoTaTh, ¥ UX OOPMOTAHUE PA3HOCHUIIOCH IT0 BCEMY OCTPOBY.

«Ms1 OOpeyeHHbIE, POXKIEHHbLIE B OECIITIONHOM U HETIPUBETIIMBOM MUpe. MH U Halllk IeTH, U OeTH
HAIIUX OeTel, Bcerga OyayT MOKIOHAThCS [TouTeHHOMY ["ocmoguny Mo....

[Toutennsiit 'ocriogur Mo, Ham Bor. MuI cpakaeMcs 3a Hally cynb0y, Tak Kak caMu ee
KOHTPOJIUPYEM...

Y GoroB HeT T7a3, 3eMJjs He IadeT, Hebeca Hac He m00aT. OOpeyeHHBIe OBITK OpOIIEHbl. MBI
yTpaTuiu cBoe Oymyliee, HO UMEHHO 3T0 U cobpano Hac, OOpeyeHHEIX, BMECTe I10CJIe YEro....Mbl
B35/ KOHTPOJIb Hafl HAlIMMHU cyabbamu!»

4 My u xenmuHa bepcepk, mocmotpeny Ha O6peyeHHBIX B IIOJTHOM HeJOyMeHuH. MM Ka3aiock, 4To



OHH CJIOBHO JIMIIHUJIMCh PACCYOKa U OT 3TOT'0, ITaPOYKe CTaJIO TOJIBKO CTPAIllHEE.

Crapuk u3 Bocrounsix [lycTolreii, X0IOGHO YXMBIIBHYJICS, OH BHOBB IIOAHSJI IIPaBYI0 PYKY U yKa3al
Ha ocTpoB. CTaTys Hayasa UCILyCKaTb TEMHOE CBe4YeHNUe, I10CTIe II0SBIIEHU KOTOPOr0, OHA CIIOBHO
Havasla TasiTh, 0Opallasch MHOXKECTBOM JIyuell TEMHOTO CBETa, KOTOpPhIe YCTPEMUIUCH K OCTPOBY.

ITo Mepe HpI/IGJ'II/I}KeHI/IH, JIy4HU CBE€TA CJIIMBAJIUCh U BCKOPE, HAal OCTPOBOM BO3HHMKIIO JIMIIO 37100HOT0
IIPpHU3PaKad, KOTOPOE€ MYaJI0Chk HAd KHWBEIE OYIIIN 3TOTr0 OCTPOBA.

«9T10 mocynenHss ataka O6peueHHOro Pofa...oH cOOUPAIOTCS COEOUHUTEL CBOU KU3HU C aypou
CMEPTH, ¥ BRICBOOOOUTH KPUK CBOUX KU3HEH, B CXBATKE C CyAbOOI...»

Cy MuH MepjeHHO BCcTal ¥ HanpaBuics K O6pedyeHHBIM, cOOpaBIIMMCS BO3JI€ €TI0 CTATyH.

OH He gBUTAJCS YpE3BHIYANHO OBICTPO, OMHAKO B CIIEAYIOLINI MOMEHT, YK€ CTOSII Ha COOCTBEHHOU
cTartye, oKpyxkeHHOM O6peueHHEIMU. Kak TOIBKO OH OKa3asics Ha CTaTye, ero Tejo Havaso
MCIIYCKAaThb BOJIHBI, KOTOPHIH TyT-Ke OTCEKJIU KepTBonpuHoienne O6peuenHoro Poma. Kak Tonbko
OOpeyeHHbIE OTKPHUIX TIa3a, OHU OTOPOIIENH, TakK Kak yBumenu Cy MuHa, CTOSIIETO Ha CTaTYe.

Ero mnvHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCH], TaHIIEBaId HA BETPY BMeCTe C ero 0eioit psicoi. Ero B3rism, Obi
0e3MOHHBIM ¥ OH MCTOYaJl IPHCYTCTBHE, KOTOPOE 3aMeHSI0 UM caMO He0o.

«IToutennni ['ociogus Mo!» BocknukHynu Bce OOpedyeHHbIe pa3oM. be3pa3nuyre B UX I'1a3ax,
MOMEHTA/IbHO MCYe3JI0 U eT0 CMEeHUII0 HeoOy3maHHOe PBEHME, KOTOPOe IIOKKUPOBAso Okl 10000, KTO
BHIUT €T0 BIEPBHIE.

Cy MuH ocMOTpescs ¥ BCKOpe KUBHYJI. B 3TOT MOMEHT, NT11l0 T0OHOT0 ITpuU3paKa, CO3aHHOe Ty4yaMu
TEMHOT'0 CBeYeHus, ObiTo npsiMo Hag Cy MUHOM, ¥ NIPOM0IKalio HECTUCH BHU3, PACKPHIB 1TACTh.

«Bce KoHUeHO.» cka3ajl Cy MuH u mogHsi rojaoBy. Ero rina3a Hayaay CBETUTHCS 30JI0TBIM CBETOM U
OH, TIOMHSJI PYKY K HeOy, cXkaB KynakK.

Korpga oH cxan Kynak, IIOOHSICS CUJIbHBIN BeTep. Ero MoTOKM, YyCTPEMUIIUCH BBEPX, CIIETYS
HaIPaBIIEHUIO €T0 PYKU. BeTep BO3HUK HEOXKUIAHHO U CPa3y 2Ke, MUD HAIOJIHUIICS €r0 3aBHIBAHUEM.
BeTep Muascs BBEICH, K HeOecaM U CJIOBHO He BCTpPeYasi COMPOTUBIIEHUS, PacCeKaJl JIy4YUd TeMHOTO
CBeTa, KOTOPHEIE MOMEHTAIbHO UCUEe3aJIH.

B MraoBeHue oka, co3maHHb Cy MUHOM BeTep, YHUYTOXKHUI 37100HOe JIUII0 IIpU3paKa U3 nydein
TEMHOTO CBETA U YCTPeMUJICS K 061aKkaM, C TPOXOTOM pacceKast UX U Pa3rOHsIsS BO BCE CTOPOHHI.

JIuno crapuka u3 Boctounsix [TycTolnen, pe3ko udaMeHunocs. OH He cBoaua B3rnsaga ¢ Cy MuHa,
KOTOPBIM MTOSIBUJICS TAK HEOXKUIAHHO. B ero cepplle, pa3pas3usics MWTOPM, OH OBUI IIOKKPOBaH, TakK
KaK He 3aMeTuJI, YTOOL Ha OCTPOBE OBIST KTO-TO €IIle.

Brinio tak, cnoBao Cy MuH CMOT CKPBHITh CBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, a Cerdac, 03BOJIUII CTapPUKy YBUAETH
ero. Ero npucyrctaue, 6yKBaIbHO CKOBAJIO CEPAIE CTapUKa YKaCcoM.

Bce 310, 3Ha4uMs10 TOMBKO 0fHO. Cy MuH, 0OHHO3HaYHO MPEBOCXOAUJI €T0 110 CHUJIE.

OGpeueHHEI Pof, yKe OCTaTOYHO CUIIBHO IIOKUPOBAJ CTApHKa, a Celdac MOSBUJICS ellle ONUH
YyeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH IIOKKPOBAJ ero emle 6osbine. He Meqmst, CTapuKk CXBaTUI MaTbYHILIKY 10331
ce0s ¥ Havas oTCTynaTh. He cka3aB HU CJIOBa, OH cOGPAICs IPOCTO OTCTYIHUTh.



Cy M1H, CO CIIOKOMHBEIM JINIIOM, CTOSAJI Ha CTaTye. On IIOOHAJI HOT'Y, a KOT'la OIIyCTHUJI €e, MTHOBEHHO
HC4Ye3 U B cneuy}omnﬁ MOMEHT, ITIOABHUJICA IIeped OTCTYIIAIIIUM CTAPDUKOM.

He roBops uu cnoBa, Cy MuH IOTHSII IPaBYIO PYKY U cOOPAICsS KOCHYThLCS Ta0esIbl CTapyuKa.
CTapuK cpa3y ke OIIYTHJI, YTO yKa3aTenbHEIH manen Cy MuHa, CIOBHO TauT B ce6e 3aKOHEI
Mupo3nanus. OH COOPOTHYJICS OT MBICITH, YTO €r0 AyIlla MOXKET UCYE3HYTh II0CIIe 9TOTr0 Kacanus. OH
IIMPOKO PACKPHII I'7la3a ¥ B3peBesl. Y Hero He OBUIO BpeMeHU Ha pa3gyMbs. Ha ero Tene, MTHOBEHHO
npostBuiics ero CuMBon bepcepka u B CIeNyIOUIUN MUT, B BO3AyXe Iepef HUM, ITOSIBUIACh OTPOMHAs
ropa.

Wnmro30pHas ropa, cioBHo 3amnedarana Cy MuHa BHYTpPH.

«H3moMm!» oTCTymast mMpoKpuYas CTapyuK ¥ B 9TO MIHOBEHHUeE, ero Triabesia Havala CBeTUThCSA. Ero
crarys bora Bepcepkos, mostBUIaCh elle pa3, OfHaKo, Orina 6oee 0csi3aeMoi Y4eM paHee.

Ho maxe mpu 9TOM, CTAapUK YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HE MOXKeT paccnabutbcs. OH MOMHSAT JIEBYIO PYKY U Haf
HUM TOSIBUIICS O0bInoit KoTen. Ha HeM Obiio n300pakeHo YeThIpe CTPAHHBIX 3Bepsi. B 3TOT MuT, OHU
CJIOBHO IPOOYIUINCh ¥ Havau I'POMKO phIYaTh ¥ PeBeTh. KoTen, Hauasl OBUTAThCS.

Opnako, CITYCTs B3[00X IIOCJI€ TOTO KaK CTAPHUK ITPOU3HEC OOHO CJIIOBO, TOPa, CKOBABIIaA Cy MuHa,
Pa3jieTejiaCh Ha MHOZKECTBO OCKOJIKOB 1 Cy Mun KOCHYIJICA CTAaTyH bora BepcepKOB CTapHKa..

Paspgancst peB ¥ CTATyIO MIOCTUTIIA Ta-Ke y9aCTh, YTO U TOPY MTHOBeHUe Halald. OHa pa3jeTesnach Ha
Kycouku. OTCTYMIAIOIINI CTAPUK, CIIJIIOHYJI MPUTOPIIHIO KPOBY ¥ YBUAET, KAaK 3TOT IOHOIIA KAaCaeTCs
IPU3BAHHOTO KOT/a. CTapuk OBIT IOTPSICEH.

KoTren MoMeHTambHO 3apoKall U BCKOPe Ha HEM TIOSIBUIMCH TPELUIUHE, @ Y4epe3 MIHOBEHUE, OH
pa3Banuicsa Ha 4acTu. Temeps, Mexay cTapukoM ¥ Cy MuHOM, He ObIJI0O HUKAKUX IIPerpaf.

Cy MuH, ¢ MOJTHUEHOCHOU CKOPOCTBIO ¥ 6e3pa3TuyHbIM JIUIIOM, ITPUOINKAJICS K CTAPUKY.

CrapuK OPOrHYJI, HO KakK ToibKo maser] Cy MuHa KOCHYJICS ero ria0esiibl, OH MPUKYCUI SI3bIK U
CIIJTIOHYJT KPOBb. MaIbYuK, KOTOPOI'O OH [IepKaJl 3a 3amsCThe, Hayasl OMTLCS B KOHBYJIbCHUSIX U
yBsimaTh. [Ipexkae 4eM OH yCIes XOTs Okl BCKDUKHYTh, €T0 TeJI0 Pa3HECJIO Ha KYCKH.

B 9TOT MuT, CTapyK BHOBb OBICTPO OTCTYNUJI, GaKTUUYECKM NepexuB Kacanue Cy Muna. OgHaxko,
JKU3HBIO OH OBUT 00513aH MaJIbYUKy ¥ HEU3BECTHOM 00KECTBEHHOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTOpasi B
TIOCTIE[ICTBUYU MOXKET CO3[aTh HOMOTHUTEIbHEIE TPOOIEME.

«Bemnukoe 3aBepiienne Mupa [ymu! Tl yKe fOoCTUT BETUKOT0 3aBeplueHus Mupa [lymwu Bepcepka!»

Crapuk u3 Boctounsix IlycTolreii, BEIIISAel HEBEPOSITHO XKAJIKUM B JaHHEIM MOMEHT, HO yYUTHIBaAs
cuTyauuio, eMy OBIIO IeBaTh Ha 9T0. OH HeoyMeBalollle BRITapalu rina3a Ha Cy MuHa.

Crapuk ollyIaj, 4To Haf ero rojioBoy, HaBUCjIa KOca CMePTH, KOTopas BOT-BOT CHeceT ee. OH
OIIyIIaja CTpaX, TaK Ka IIOHKUMaJ, YTO eMy He CyKIOeHO CPa3UThCS C 3TUM 4YeJIOBEKOM U BRIUTPaTh. OH
paccyxpan Tak, 4To oObIYHKIM bepcepk Ha HayaslibHOM 3Tane Mupa [ymiy, OMHUM TOJIBKO IMablieM,
HU 3a YTO He CMOXKeT HalyraTh ero OO0 TaKOU CTEeIleHU...9TO0 MOT TOJIbKO bepcepk, JoCTUrmui
BEJINKOTO 3aBeplueHusd Mupa [yuu bepcepka!

Ero ctpax, BojlHaMu 3axjecThBal ero pasyMm. OH 6bi1 BepcepkoM Ha cpenHeM aTane Mupa [lymmy, HO
OH BCe ellle ocTaBascs 4enoBeKoM. OH Bce ele nymai o cebe. OH MOT ObITH HAITyraH, MOT [IOTEPSTh
KOHTPOJIb Hafl cO00M u cuTyanueir. Bce 970 OBUIO peJKOCTHI0 KOHEYHO Ke, HO BCTPETUB YeJI0BEKA,



KOTOPHIH 10 ero COOCTBEHHOMY MHEHHIO, MOJIKeH ObITh bepcepkoM, JOCTUTIIHNM BeJTMKOT0
3aBepienus Mupa [Iymu Bepcepka, OH He MOT COXPaHSITh CIIOKOMCTBHE.

Bce xke...B BocTounsix ITycTomiax, 66710 BCEro 1mecTh bepcepkoB, KOTOPBIE JOCTUTIH BEJTUKOTO
3aBepireHus Mupa [Iymmm. Bce oy GBITH XOPOIIO U3BECTHH ¥ HEITPEB30UOEHHHI.

Orcrynas, crapuk Hadall TepsaTh PacCyAoK. B oT4yasHUY, OH Hadas BCIIOMUHATEH O TOM, KaK IIPUBOAMII
CBOEMYy YYEHUKY aHAJIOTHI0 C «phibankoi». Hy ma, UM ygamoch «ouMaTh» «peI0y», BOT TOJIBKO OHA
OKa3ajach eMy He 110 3y0aM.

OH moHMMaJ, 4To cOexkaTh OH TOXKe He CMOXKET, TOILKO He OT BepcepKa, OJOCTHUTIIEr0 BEJIUKOI'O
3aBEPHIEHUA ana HYI.TII/I HOSTOMY, OH PeIInJI OCTAaHOBUTLCA U CIIOBHO 683YMGU,', IIOOHAII PYKY U
BOH3MHII I1ajiel] B CBOXO FHGGGHHY.

Ha #em BHOBB mposiBuiicsi CumMBon bepcepka, KOTOPHIHM B CIIEAYIONIUY MUT, CJIOBHO Hayas CropaTh!
910 OBlNa YHUKaIbHAs, 00KeCcTBeHHas CITOCOOHOCTh — coxKeHue CumBoia bepcepka. Ero aypa
Haydajla yCUIMBAThCS, U OH, C KPAaCHBIMU OT KPOBH I'Jla3aMU, IIPUTOTOBUJICS OPOCUTHCS B OTUYASHHYIO
aTaky ¥ IPpUMeHUThL 60KeCTBEHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH. ..

OpnHako, IPsIMO PSIoM ¢ CO00M, OH YCIIBIIIaN CIIOKOMHEBIN rofioc. ®pa3sy, KoTopas cTaja [jisg Hero
BEYHOCTHIO. ..

«Mos neBasi pyka, IpefcTasinseT nponuioe. Korga BpeMs oOpairaetcst BcusiTh, Cynbp0a umer...»

Kak TOJbKO CTapyK yCIbIIIAN 3Ty ¢hpa3y, MUP BOKPYT HETo, CII0BHO u3MeHusncs. Ero Cumson
Bepcepka, MOMEHTaJIbHO TIOTYX ¥ CJIOBHO Hadasl BOCCTaHaBiIMBaThCs. OH BIAJl B CMSITEHUE U YBUOET
Cy Musa. Ero rnabenisl, KOCHYJICS Tanel] ¥ ocTpas 60b, pacTeKiach 110 BCeMy Tely.

ITocne 3TOTO, BCE CIOBHO MUCYE3NO....0H YCIIBIIIAJ JIMIIB TO, KaK €T0 OyIlla PACCHITIaeTCsA Ha
MHOZKEeCTBO OCKOJIKOB.

Onnako HabmogaTeny, BUfenu HeMHoro nHoe. OHU yBUOeNH, KaK yOeraBInii CTapuk, HEOKUTAHHO
IeaeT HECKOJBKO IaroB HaBcTpeuy Cy MuHY, ¥ CIIOBHO HOOPOBOIBHO MOACTABIISIET T'OJIOBY ITOJ €T0
najel. 3aTeM, ero rojioBa IIPoOCTO B30pBasiach, a 6€3OEIXaHHOE TEJIO yIano B Mope. OgHAKo, CyMKa
XpaHeHUs cTapuka, Obla cxBayeHa Cy MuHOM.

«ObpeueHHbIe TPUBETCTBYIOT IlouTeHHOro I'ocrmomuaa Mo!» 3akpudany OOpedeHHBIE U AU HUI,
risaas Ha Cy MuHa riia3aMu, TOPSIITUMEA PBEHUEM.

4 My, segoyMeBas risafen Ha Cy Musna. [1o Kakou TO IpuyKHe, TOYTEHHBIN rocofgud Mo, Ka3ancs
€My 3HaKOMEIM...

B 9TOT MOMeHT, HegoyMeHue ObIIO U B I1a3ax XKeHIIUHE bepcepka.
«Cy...Cy Mun!»

«ITocnymanna nneMsaHauna, LI3el d8b. [JaBHEHBKO He BUAEJIKCE...KaK TaM MO BTOPOU CTapILUi
Opat?»

Cros B Bo3ayxe, Cy MuH nocmMoTpes Ha XKeHIuHy bepcepka ¥ BHOBb OCO3HAJI, YTO yKe IIPOLIIO
O4YeHb MHOTO JIeT.
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