H}Kepanb;:[ He MOT IIOBEPUTE B TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YCJIBIIIAII.

«Ho Temeps OHY BOILIIK B IIEHTPAILHYIO 30HY ¥ Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT J00epyTCs [0 CTau», —
OCTOPOZKHO COOOIIMII MOJIOTOM YEIOBEK.

910 OBI7I0 04eHb OBICTPO. CruuIKOM OBICTPO. Kak OHM MOTIM IIPOPBATHCS Yepes 3allUTy CTaH,
KOTOpas OblyIa TaKOM IJIOTHOM M CuIbHOM? OHU HaxKe UCIIOIb3YIOT Maruio!

"T'me oxpana?!" — cepauTo BOCKIUKHYI [[xKepanbn. OH He MOT ITIOBEPUTh, YTO BOCEMBECAT JINKAHOB
CMOTJIX TaK OBICTPO IPOPBaTLCA CKBO3b UX 000poHY. «['me aTu uepToBH Maru? [loueMy OHU He
paboTaiT HomKHEIM 00pa3doM?! OHU MOTYT YOUTEL 3TUX YEPTOBLIX JIMKAHOB CBOoeM cumoi! IToueMy oHU
Takue Oecrosyie3Hble?!» THeB 0XBaTUN [IKepabia, IOTOMY YTO OH gyMaJl, YTO OBUI Ha HECKOJIBKO
I1aroB BIIEPENH CO CBOUM OJIECTSLIUM ILIaHOM.

TonbKO SAPOCTh HACTHUTJIA €TI0, KOIr'da OH IIOHAJI, YTO BC€ 3TH IIJIaHEL OBLIH HallpaCHBI, TaK KdK Y3HaAlJl,
YTO UCXO[M CIIOKHUJICA UMEHHO TakK.

«OTH NTMKAHEI OBIIM HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHEI, YTO y61/IJ'[I/I BCeX OXPaHHUKOB, KOTOPEI€ IIEITAJINCh UX
386J'IOKI/IpOBaTb>>. Momnomoi 4eJoBeK, COOGH.II/IBH.II/Iﬁ 00 HHIOUOEHTe, C TPYOOM IIPOTJIOTHUII CIIIOHY M3-3a
CTpaxa, KOTOpBIfI OezkaJl 1o ero BeHaM. — 4YTO KacaeTcs Mara... — CKa3ajl OH, 3alIMHAasACh. «bennii
JINKaH IIPUKOHYMII UX BCEX... KaXKeTCH... KaXKeTCd, Malrusi Ha Hero He I[eI;ICTByeT».

"IloHoBaH!" — gpOCTHO OpopbIvYa [xKepab.

OH 3Has, 4To Ha JIOHOBAHOB Marus He NeHCTBYeT, T03TOMY MOCHIIaN cepefpa B HAMMTOK ABPOPHI.

Ho xak ocTaHOBUTEH Oesoro JukaHa? Kak oH MOXKeT OCTaHOBUTH JINKaHa?

"I'me Hapuyc!?" [IxKepanba 3aKkprudai Ha MOJIOAOTO YeJIOBEKa IIepe HUM.

— Iapuyc B mofiBasie, Bce elle 60peTcs ¢ CepeOPSHBIMU MyJISIMU, — OTBETUIT Y10, MyKUMHA,
IIPUCIIOHUBIINNCS CIUHOU K cTeHe. OH JaBHO 3aMeTHUJ 9TO ¥ PaHee CITyIIaj J0KJIam MOJIOgOoTro
yeJioBeKa.

"TIO3BOHUTE EMY! CITPOCHUTE O IIYJIAX!" [I>kepanba OB TaK 3071, YTO HE MOT KOHTPOJIHPOBATh
cBou amouuu. OH He MOT OOMYCTUTh, YTOOH! [Iparap u Te 3BepH, KOTOPHIX OH IIPHUBEJI, BTOPTJIUCH B
cTar.

«Cetigac xe», — IIOCIIEITHO OTBETUII MyKYKHA U TYT XKe BhiOexkKasl Ha YIully, YTOOH cHeaTh TO, UTO
€My CKa3ally.

«BBI HEe JOMKHEI CITUIITKOM 6eCHOKOI/ITBC§I, HX YHUCJIO, OOJIZKHO 6LITB, COKPATHIIOCE BABOE K TOMY



BpPEMeHH, KOTla OHM J00pauch [0 cTau». Y10 BRITJISAOE TaKUM PaccaabIeHHbIM.

Tomy, KTO OBIT anmbdoi 3TOM cTau, OH He Ka3aJICs CIIMIIKOM ITaHUKYIOIINM, KOT/Ia CHIBIIIa, YTO
YJIeHbI er0 CTau CTOJIKHYJIUCH C O0MHEN UITM YTO Ky4YKa CyMacCLIeOIIuX JIMKaHOB IHITAeTCS
YHUYTOXKHUTE CTAI0 TOJIBKO [JIST TOTO, YTOOHI 3aMOTyYUTh AEBYIIKY.

— Ho maxe Tak OHM CIIMIIIKOM CUJIBHEBI, — IIpophIvall H}Kepanbn. «Hemnb3st HegOOIIeHUBATh HUX».

Yuo yxXMBUTBHYIICS. «II0CMOTPUM, HACKOIBKO OHU CUIbHBL. CMOTYT JT OHU MTPOTUBOCTOSITh
cepeOpsHBIM MyJIsIM, KOTOpPhIe 00PYIIIAaTCS Ha HUX M03xkKe?» 3aTeM Yuo momoIon K [IxKepanbay u
TI0XJIOTIa/Ia ero o meuy. «Beio 6kl HHTEPECHO IOCMOTPETh Ha 3TO, HE TaK JIU?» OH CIIPOCHUJL.

I>Kepasbg He OTBETUII Ha 3TO, IIOTOMY YTO [Jig HETO BCe CcTajo Ol MHTepecHee, Korma a0CooTHAs
noOema Obiyia OB B €70 PyKaX, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT HUKTO HE MOT 3TOT0 rapaHTUPOBATh...

I>Xepasby maxe He MOT CKa3aTh, KTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITOOEHUT, TIOTOMY 4YTO, UMes BO3MOXKHOCTD
IIPOpPBaTh 3aUUTy cTau ['01y60i peKu B OMUHOYKY, 3TOTO MOXKHO OBIJIO OKUAATh.

[Tpoxnsitue! [Ixkepanby BEIPYTajiCs B CBOeM cephlle. 3aTeM OH 6pocuiics uckath camoro [Japuyca, OH
X0TeJl yOemuThCS, 9YTO BCe UIET II0 IIaHy.

Ha 9TOT pa3 oH He XO0TeJ AOMyCTUTh OIINOOK.

ABpopa CJIBIIIAJia ITyM CHAPYZXKH, d TAK2KE 3BYKU TOPOIINIUBEIX IMIAI'OB B KOPUOOPE 3ad IIPeaeiaMu 9TOMU
KOMHATHI.

ITaxke B TaKOM COCTOSIHMY CJIyX ABPOPHI ObLI 04€Hb OCTPHEIM, OHA MOTJIa CHIBIIIATh I'0JI0C KOT0-TO,
coobmaBiiero KonmyuHy 0 TOM, 4YTO TaM IIPOXCXOIUT.

Iparap u ee OTeIl IPHILIIK CIOla BMECTe C HECKOJIbKUMHU JTUKaHAMH, YTOOH Pa30PUTh 3TO MECTO.

ABpopa He CITUIIKOM YIHUBUIACh, KOTIA YCIIBIIIana uMs [Iparapa, HoO KOTOa MyK4YKHA YIOMSHYIT
OeJloro NMMKaHa, OHA, KOHEYHO XKe, Cpa3y ITOHJIA, KTO 3alllesI TaK JajieKo, YTOOH yOemuThCs, YTO OHA
B 0e30I1aCHOCTH.

Y kak TonbKO ABpopa cobrpasack yCIbIaTh 00JIbIIe 0 TOM, UTO TaM IIPOUCXONUT, KTO-TO BHE3AITHO
BOILIIETT B KOMHATY, a KonmuH mocienosat 3a HUM.

— Bce KOHYEHO, YCIIOKOMCS, — OTBeTUN [Japuyc, MIrKo ynbi0asich, KOTHOa YBUAEN CTPAIIHOe JIUIIO0



H}Kepanbna. Y Hero meicTBUTENLHO OBIITO Y2KaCHO€ BBRIPazKe€HHe JINIla.

— Bce atu cepeOpsiHbIE MTyNH... — IPOIIUIes oH. «[IpuroToOBbTE BCe 9TH CEPeOPSHBIE MY
CTpENIiTe B YEPTOBHIX TUKAHOB, KOTOPHIE BOT-BOT IPUOIU3ATCS K CTaU».

ABpopa cTucHYya 3y0bl, KOTHa yCIIBIIaa UX Iiad. Marus OsU1a 4eM-To, 94ero oHa He 60si1ach,

Ho 3areMm oHa yBUfesla KpaeM Ij1a3a, Kak BOIIIY HECKOJIBKO JIMKAHOB U BEIHECTIU TPU OOJIBIINX
CYHOyKa, KOTOPBIE OOJIXKHBI OBUTM HECTH [IBa YeJIOBEKA, B KOTOPHIX He OBIIIO0 HUYET0, KPOME 3TUX
ITPOKJISITBIX CePEeOPSHBIX MYITb.

«W MHe HyXKHO, 9TOOH OHa OblTa Ha IEePegoBOH. 1 X0Uy MOCMOTPETh, KaK OHM IIOCMEIOT HAMacTh Ha
Hac, KOTJla YBUMAST, YTO OHA B OMACHOCTHU». [[2Kepasb[ yKa3an Ha ABpopy. «4 He MOTY TOBEPHUTH, YTO
y MOero TJIyIoro Miafirero 6paTa ecTh mapa, KoTopas xoudet ero. M Tem 6osee [JoHOBaH». BEIT THEB
1 o0uma 1M3-3a 9TOM HeCIpaBemJIMBON CYIbOHL.

Mexny TeMm, noapyra [xkepabia Obljia BCETO JIUIIL fO0Yepbio-0eTa B 3TOM CHHEl pedyHOoil CTae, HO
BMecTo 3T0ro [Iparap mony4un [JoHoBaHa. KoHeuHo, [JoHOBaH cTOM GOJIbIle, UM HOYEpPHU JII000T0
anbQHwL...

«Tebe nyullle C TaKUMU KOPOTKUMU BOJIOCAMU», — IPOKOMMEHTHUPOBas KoJInH, OTIyCTHUB IIeNk,
IIPUKPENIEHHYIO K CTeHe, YTOOBl UMeTh BO3MOXKHOCTh COBUHYTH ABPOPY, HO IEBYIIIKa YKyCuia ero
TaK CUJIBHO, YTO ee KJIBIKY TaK CUJIbLHO BOH3UJIUCH B pyKy Komnnvaa. "HeproBa nesyoHKa!"

ITo meke ABpopr IIpU3eMJINIaChb TaKasi CUJIbHAA IIOIMeYrHa, YTO OHa Ha MI'HOBEHNE IIOMPa4dHeJla B
T'Jlla3aX, KOraa e€e rojioBa yoapuiacChk O YTIOT Ha KPAl0 KPOBATH.

"IloctaToyHo!" — BoCcKnMUKHYN [IKepanbh, yBuaes, uTo Konnul cobupaetcs nHyTh ABpopy. «OHa
HyKHa HaM XUBOW».

"Tck!" KonnuH pa3gpaxkeHHO IMIEeNKHYI I3bK0M. «Tebe moBe3no. Haue Tk OBl y2Ke OB MEPTBA OT
MOHUX PYK».

A 3ateM KonnuH cuson 3actaBuil ABpOpY BCTaTh U IIOUTH K [ABEPHU.

«Cet4ac THl BCTPETHUILD CBOIO Tapy. Tebe HpaBUTCSA?» — IPOLIENTAl OH Ha YX0 ABpPOpe, U eTo
ropsiuee ObIXaHue KOCHYJIOCH ee IIjleda, 3aCTaBUB ee II0OYYBCTBOBATh TOLIHOTY OT IIPUCYTCTBUS ITOTO
MYyKUYUHEL.

«4l Oymy cuacTiuBa, eCiiu Bcafiio Tebe B TOJIOBY 3Ty CcepeOpsHYIo IyJiio», — OTBeTHIa ABpopa, OTONAS
oT Konnuua.



«BrI MozkeTe monpo6oBaTh 3TO M03Ke», — CKa3ajl KoJnmuH, yIoBIeTBOPEHHO YIbI0asICh, IOTOMY YTO
OBLT YBEPEH, YTO 3TOT'0 HUKOTTA He IIPOU30HIeT.

OTa yXacHas BeIl[b HAKOHEII-TO CIIy4YuIach co ctaei Blue River.

3Bepb, IpUHECEHHBIXM TopakoM u [IparapoM, CyMesl IPOHUKHYTH BO OBOP UX OTPOMHOMU CTaH.

TonbKO X YUCJI0 COKPaTUIoCh 6oee yeM BOBoe. MoxKeT OBITh, TENIEPL OCTAJIOCh BCETO OKOJIO
TPUALIATH TUKAHOB, YTOOB OPOCHUTHCS Yepe3 CTal U YOUTh BCeX, KTO TaM ObIII.

OpHako KakK TOJIBKO 3BE€PHU OBUHYIINCH BIIEPEN, PAa30aJINCh BEICTPEIIBI, U OOWH U3 HUX TYT XK€ yIIall Ha
3EMJIIO 1 YMeD C )1pr0171 B I'OJIOBE, HE IIOJIYYHB IIIaHCA Ha BEI3OOPOBJIEHHUE.

CepebpsHas myis.

Kak 6ynro Topak u [IpacTeH MOTJIM YATATh MEICIIH APYT APYTa, BCKOPE OHU 00HAPYXKUIIH, UTO 9TO
Oblyia He 0ObIYHAsA mMysist. ITo Oblla cepebpsHas Mmyns, KOTopas MOTJla paHUTh UX.

Cpa3sy Xe Bce OHU YKPBUIMCH 3a KaMHSIMU B cafy, HaOmonas 3a CUTyaldell TaM U BHIUCKUBAs, OTKy[a
pa3fanuch BEICTPEIHL.

— CpBur, — cka3an Topak. OHY He ObIIM B OMHOM CTae, IO3TOMY MeXIy HUMHU He ObIJI0 MEHTaIbHOU
CBSI3H, 13-3a Yero UM JBOUM ObIIIO TPYOHO 00LIAThCS B 9TUX 00CTOSITEIHCTBAX.

OpnHako Ay ofen, KOTopble He MOTIM O6IIaThCS APYT C APYToM BO BpeMsi 6051, OHM TOJIBKO YTO
CpazaJjuch 0YeHb XOPOLIIO.

3aTeM T-IepHI:II‘/JI 3BE€Pb BEPHYJICSA B CBOIO YE€JIOBEYECKYIO (bOpMy, KaK " P0y3, KOTOpPasA y4aCTBYET B 9TOU
MUCCHH.

Bce TpO€ OrNAaeNIuCh U YBUIOEIIN, YTO UX YHUCJIO JOBOJIBHO 3HAYUTEJILHO YMEHBIIIUIIOCH, TaK KdK OBLITO
HECKOJIBKO OPYTUX 3Bepe171, INOCTpamaBHINX OT HEOXKHOAaHHOT'O OTHA.

— ABpopa TaMm, — npopsidan Iparap. «Ho s He MOry CBA3aTbCs C Hel Yyepe3 CBA3b pa3yMa». OH He
XOTeJI IPeICTaBIIATh, YTO OHU CHeJIaly C ero XKeHITMHON, YTOOH Pa30pBaTh CBI3b MEXAY HUMHU.

«41 3mech Bce MPOSICHIO, TeOe Nydle HalTH APYTOM CIIoco0 IPOHUKHYTE TyAa U BEPHYTh MOIO IOYb»,
— cka3an Topak.



«f1 OpINa B MX CTae, ST yMal0, YTO IIOMHIO PACIOJIOKEHNE KOMHATHI, U JeMCTBUTENIBHO €CTh ellle OfIHa
IBEPh B 3aHEN YaCTH 9TOr0 CTau», — mobaBuna Poy3. OHa mpuIIa B CTal0, KOT{a ero 0Tell
cobuparics mepenaTth ee BOxkaky ctau biio-Pusep.

— Xopo1110, TOTAa BE ABOE MOXETe UATHU Tyda, — CKalasl Topak. OH He XOTeJl TPATUTh UX BPEMS.

— Jlparap, — no3Bai Topak, npexe yeM MyXK4YKHa ylIea BMecTe ¢ Poys.

YcnbiiaB cBoe uMs, [Iparap OCTaHOBUIICS U IIOBEPHYIICS K Topaky, CIIOBHO CITpaIliBasi, YTO eIlle OH
co0upaeTcs CKa3aTk.

«Ecmu BBl HalifieTe YenoBeKa, KOTOPHIM IPUYUHUT 60T MOel noyepu, yOeIuTech, YTO OH He YMPET
JIETKOM CMEePThIO», — CKa3asl Topak. «f xouy, 4ToOHl 3TH JIOAU 3allJIaTUIIX 3a KaXXOylo paHy Ha ee
TeJle WM 3a KaXK[IbIi BOJIOC, CPE3aHHBIN C MOEH HOYepH.

Kpacurie rima3a Topaka cepre3HO IOCMOTPeNIu Ha [Iparapa.

— Koneuno, — oTBeTUn ,]lparap. «f 3acTaBIIIO UX 3aIJIaTATh 3@ BCE 3TO».

W3HYTpH CKJIaga OHM MOTJIM BUMETh HECKOJIBKUX YEJIOBEK C OPYyKKeM, U OBIIO SICHO, YTO KaXKmas
y7is U3 opykus Obla cepebpsHOii.

— Kakyto yacTh Tena Thl xouels? — crpocun [Iparap Topaka. «f oTnam ero Tebe B KauecTBe
IIPUBETCTBEHHOI 0 Tofapka ctae KposaBoii JIyHEI».

<<I/IHTepeCHO, 4YTO TBOPUTCA Y HUX B I'OJIOBE», — OTBETHUII TopaK.
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