9T0 OBIIIO TO[ HA3af, Koraa [IKeapek MPHTHYII B KpaTep afia, YToOH [TOC/IemoBaTh 3a JIainax,
HaOesiCh, YTO CMOXKET PacKasiThCs BO BCEM, UTO OH C HEH CHeJal, ¥ eClIy i MPUNeTCs UCUe3HYTh U3
ero XW3HU, OH He XOTeJI CYIIIeCTBOBATh B 9TOM MUpe, ToxXe 0e3 Hee.

OH 3HaJ, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs He MOT IIPeACTaBUTh, KaK CUJIbHO OH MPUYUHUI el 601b. OH OB
CJIUIIKOM 3TOWCTUYEH U TJIyI, YTOOHI IIOHSTh 3TO PaHBIIIE.

OnHako OH He MOT UTHOPUPOBaTh CepeduHy B ee IOCIeNHNEe MUHYTH U KOTTla OHA AhIIIasa B
II0CTIeOHUN pa3, 0COOEHHO IIOCIe TOr0, KaK OH 3HaJl, Yepe3 4TO OHa IIPOIlia 3a 3TU AEeCATUIIeTHS,
KOTZla OHM OBIJIA B pas3iykKe.

Tem He MeHee, 9TO He MOTJIO OIIPaBOaTh KaXaoe ero NelCTBre, MPUYMHUBIIEE HEBRHIHOCUMYIO 00JTb
Jlannaxk.

«Batire BeTM4eCTBO, €CTh HECKOJILKO YeJIOBEeK, KOTOPBIe XOTST Bac BUAETh», — BOLIET B €70 KaOUHET
OJIMH M3 €T0 CEMU r'eHepasioB, OCTAHOBUB €T0 XOJ MbIC/Iel, HaloTHEeHHBIN 6eCKOHEeYHEIMU
COXaJeHUSIMHU 1 0€CKOHEYHEIM OT4YasiHueM. Ero ceppiie TOCKOBAJIO IO CBOEH mape... mmo JIanak,
YTOOBI OBITH C HEH.

[>Keopex CTOSI 3a OKHAMH OT I0J1a 4O IIOTOJIKa, OTKYJa OH CMOTPEIT Ha XO[ BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS CBOET0
ITapCTBa MMOCJIe BOMHHI.

B 0CHOBHOM Bce LIUIO I'JIaIKO ¥ BOJTHOBAThLCS 0C000 He 0 yeM. [IxKenpek, HOJIKHO ObITh, IOYYBCTBOBAI
o0neryeHue u JIMKOBaHUE OT 3TOTO IIPOTpecca, Ho OH faxe OJIM3KO0 He YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOT'O
IIPUYYIJINBOTO YyBCTBA, IOCKOJBKY IIYCTOTa B €T0 CEPJille CTAHOBUJIACH BCe I'Iy0XKe U TeMHee.

"Kto ouu?" — cmpocun [Ixenpek. OH IOTepsia Ha BOMHE BCeX MIPEXKHUX CEMEPHIX FeHepalioB U Telephb
co3xas HOBbIX. OH TakKxKe IMPOIYyCTUJI HEKOTOPhIE IIpaBuiia, Takue Kak yfajeHre paHTra oMera, Tak
KaK OH IIOMHUJ, 4To Jlainak Korma-nubo kajaoBajach Ha 9T0, IIOTOMY YTO YHUXKEHUE JTI0fel 3TOTO
paHra He Ka3aJ0Ch OIIPaBJaHHEIM.

B cBOEM OIMHOYECTBE OH BCIIOMHMUJI BCE CJIOBa Jlaii/iak 1 ee MajieHbKIe KaJlo0bl HA TO, KAaK OH
yIIpaBisieT KOPOJIEBCTBOM. B To BpeMsi OH He oOpalljal Ha HUX BHUMAHUS, HO TEIEPh OH XOTel
IIOCTPOUTH LIAPCTBO, KOTOPOE OHA XOTeJIa... IOTOMY YTO OH 3HAJ, YTO Y Hee OBUIO JIydlllee BULEHUE,
YeM y HeTO.

Kak u 03KHIamoch 0T KOPOJIEBH, €T0 KOPOJIEBHL...

Tem He MeHee, ee 3[eCh He ObIJIO IaXKe M7 TOTO, YTOOH! YBUAETH YTO-TM0O0 U3 9TOT'0 UIIK HATh ellle
OJMH COBET, 4T0OH! [I;KeApeK MOT YIIpaBisATh 9TOM HOBOM 9POM Iydllle, YeM paHbIIIe.

OH 3HaJI, 4TO OH He OBII XO0pomuM KOpoJieM, II03TOMYy €My HyXKHa OBlTIa ero KOpOJieBa. He toneko gnsg
TOTO, YTOOBI IIPaBUTh PsAOOM C HUM, HO U OJId TOTO, YTOOBI 3aII0JTHUTD IIyCTOTY B €ro rHAJIOM Ceppa1e.



«JTromu 060POTHEH IPAKOHOB», — COOOIINT TeHepas CBoeMy Kopoto. «OHM TPHHECIH YTO-TO OJIS BacC
¥ TIOTIPOCHITH BAIIETO Pa3peIleHus TOCAAUTh 3TO B BAIIEM CAmy».

IKeopeK HaXMyPHUJICS ¥ BOIIPOCUTENILHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOET0 reHepasa. YTo IpUHeCIn eMy 3TH
000pPOTHHU-OPAKOHHI, YTO HY2KHO OBLJIO IIOCAAUThL B €T0 Cafdy?

"4T10 9T0?" — CIPOCUI OH, UOS I10 KOMHATE.

HeckobKO CEeKyHA reHepast Kojiebasics, TOBOPUTH eMy 00 3TOM WJIK HET, HO IIPOUTHOPUPOBATh
BOIIPOC OH HMKAK He MOT.

"Cupens."

«IIBeTH pacUBETYT Yepe3 BOCEMb MECSIIEB, U Ha BOCTOKE MHOT'O CEMSIH 3TOT0 1iBeTKa». OOuH u3
IPaKOHBUX 000POTHEN BEXKIIMBO CKa3an [Ixeapeky. OH CMOTpeIT Ha IJIeY0 KOPOJIsi, TaK KakK y HETro He
XBaTHIIO CMEJIOCTH IIOCMOTPETH [IXKeapeKy IpsiMo B riiasa.

[MTonynsuusi 060pOTHEN-APAKOHOB 3HAUYUTEILHO YMEHbBIINIIACH IT0CTIe BOMHBI, 0COOEHHO KOTHa OHU
CTOJIKHYJIUCH C TYIIMKOM B TOM, YTOOB MMETh MOJIOJ0€ TI0KOJIeHe 000POTHEN-IPAaKOHOB, ITOCKOJIBKY
TOJIBKO CAMKH HX PAChl MOTJIM BOCIIPOM3BECTH [IJIsI HUX HACJIeMHUKA.

Y equHCTBEHHOM XKUBOM XKEHIIMHON-TPaKOHOM Oblnia bpu, HO OHM HMKAK He MOTJIM HaBsi3aTh e€f CBOIO
uMelo, Koraa oHa Oblyla IOl YCUIEHHOM 0XpaHoii B cTae Topaka, eCiu TOJIbKO OHa He Oblla TOTOBA
CPa3UThCS C OMHUM U3 IPAaKOHOB-000POTHEMH, €C/IU 3TO He TakK, TOTJa OHU HA4Yero He MOTJIM CHeNaTh...

— LIBeToK cupenu, — npobopmoTan Ixenpek. OH YyCTaBUJICS Ha JECSATKU TSIXKEJBIX U OTPOMHBIX
MEIIIKOB 3a IpaKOHEUM 000POTHEM, HAIllOJTHEHHBIX MHOXKECTBOM CeMSTH CUPEHEBOro IBeTKa. — Kak
THI yMaelllb, 3aYeM MHE 3TO HYKHO? — CIIPOCHUJI OH CTPOTMM TOHOM.

EMy He HYKHO OBIJIO YTO-TO elrle, YTOObI HalIOMHUTEL eMy 0 Jlaiiak, Tak Kak camMo ero
CylIecTBOBaHME ObLIO TBEPILIM HAallOMUHAHKUEM O TOM, KaK OH C TPECKOM IIPOBAJIUIICS, YTOOH!
yOepX aThb CBOIO ITapy PSAAOM C COBO.

C npyroﬁ CTOPOHEHI, JIpaKOHOGOPOTeHB BRITJIAOE]I HEMHOT'O B3BOJTHOBAHHEBEIM, €T0 IIPEOYIIPEONIIN, 9YTO
KOPOJIb MOZKET HEIIPABUIIBHO ITIOHATH CMBICJI 3TOT'0 IIOAAPKA.

— Mowu “3BUHEHUS, Ballle BEINYECTBO, — CMHPEHHO CKa3all OH. «Ho Hal rocnogua nmomymari, 4TO
BaIll Caf CIIMIIKOM CKYIOEH, U IIOCKOJIbKY CUPDEHb — HperaCHbeI IOBETOK, U OH IIOHPABUTCA KOPOJIEBE,
KOTr'la OHA BEPHETCs, OH X04YeT CAeJIaTk BaM 3TOT MaJIeHbKHUH IMOgapPoOK».



H}KenpeK HEHaJI0JIr0 3aMOJT4all, ¥ HUKTO He 3HaJl, UTO OBIIO Y HEero B I'oJioBe IIPAMO ceryac, IoKa OH
CHOBA He 3aroBOPHII. «[la, CUDPEHb — KpaCI/IBbeI 1BeToK. OH IIOHPABUTCA KOPOJIEBE, KOT'Id OHA
BEPHETCA». OH THXO CKa3aJl, a 3aTeM yiiesn, I03BOJIUB UM [eJiaTh TO, YTO OHU XOTEJIN.

Ixempek CTosizia B KOPUAOPe, TTsAas Ha 6eCUrCIeHHOe KOTMYECTBO JTI0NeH, 3aHSITHIX II0CAIKOM
CeMsiH CHPeHH.

BoceMb Mecs1es...

BoceMmb MecsitieB, u caf OyoeT HAMoMHEeH Pa3MYHBIMY BUJAMU CHUPEHH, U, KaK CKa3asl 000pOTEeHb
IpaKoHa, OH Oy#eT ImpeKpaceH.

"OHH caxaloT I[BETHl CUpeHu?" MATKUY U BeCeJIbIi I'0JI0C IIPO3ByYall psgoM ¢ [IKenpeKkoM.

[TockonbKy [Kenpek OBl B IIy00KOIM 3aAyMYHUBOCTH, OH flaXke He IIOHSJI, KOTHa 3TOT MaJIbIII
IIOofIOLIeT K HeMy. MajleHbKUY MaJIbuiK HaKJIOHUJI [OJIOBY, 0KHUIasl OTBeTa [[xKeapeka.

Koponb He 3Haj, KTO 9TOT MaJleHbKUHU MajIb4¥K, HO, Cy[s II0 TOMY, KaK OH OBLT OfIeT, OH, JOJIKHO
OBITh, OBLIT OHUM U3 IeTEW CITyTH.

«Jla, 9TO TaK», — OTBETU]I H}KenpeK, COBEPIIEHHO HE BOBp&)K&BH.IHfI IIPOTHUB TOTO, YTOOBI MaJIeHbKHI
MaJIbYHK COIIPOBOZKOAIl ero.

«BymeT v B cafly MHOTO I[BETOB CHPEHH?» - XpaOpo CIIPOCU MalbYUK. Y HEro NeiCTBUTEIBHO
XBaTHUJIO CMEJIOCTH MOOOJNTATh C KOPOJIEM, He IPOTHYB. — LIBETH CHpPEeHU HAallOMUHAIOT MHE KOPOJIEBY.
OHa oueHb HeXHAs, U CUIIbHAS, ¥ Jo0Opasi, ¥ KpacuBas. f CKydaro 1o Hel, — cKa3asl OH IIPaBOUBO, C
HEBUHHOU YECTHOCTHIO, CBOMCTBEHHOU €r0 YHUCTOU AYILE.

TeMm BpemeHeM [IxKenpek CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK ero ceprie 60Je3HeHHO, HO 3HAKOMO CKUMaeTcs.
Takoe ormrymienue, 4To MaJeHbKIHM MabuUK 03BYYMII TO, UTO HE MOT, TaK Kak eMy He ¢ KeM Ovl10 00
3TOM T'OBOPUTb.

"q Toxe."
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