H}KeﬂpeK He MOT CKa3aTh, KaK OH ObLII CYaCTI/IUB, KOTrla HaKOHEeIl BCTPETHII Jlaiinak, ¥ OHa, Ka3aJioCh,
BCe ellle UCIIbITEIBAJIa K HEMY YyBCTBA. 9T0 OBIIO HEeBEPOATHO, HO B TO 2K€ BpeMA 3TO OBLITO
YOUBUTEJIbHOE YYBCTBO JId HETO, €CJIM HE CKa3aThb OoJbIe.

OH He IIPUBLIK OEJTIATHECSA CBOMMHU YyBCTBAMHU, HO XOTEII, YTOOHI BCE 3HaJId, YTO OH HEBEPOATHO
CYaCTIUB. ITO OBIIIO OOBOJIBHO CJIOZKHO.

Cyns mo Bcemy, Jlaiiak kKujia psioM CO CBOMM ITePBOHAYAILHEIM JOMOM ITOCJIe TOT'0, KaK BEPHYIACh
B 9TO IIAPCTBO, HO M3-3a CBOEH I0HOM BHEITHOCTH OHA MOTJIA OCTAThCSI TaM TOJILKO Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET,
Ipexae 4eM e MPUIIIIOCh ITepeexaTh B APYTroe MEeCTO.

OnHako TpH Mecslla Ha3aj OHa pellnia CHOBa BEPHYTHCS B 9TO MECTO U OTKPHBLIA 3TOT I[BETOYHBIN
Mmara3uH. OHa KynuJla KBapTUPY U XOTeJla 0CTaBaThCS 3[eCh KaK MOXKHO [OJIblIe, IPeXk/e 4eM CHOBa
II0YYBCTBYy€eT HEOOXOIUMOCTE IlepeexaTh.

Y BOT 0HU B MaJIeHbKOWU, HO VIOTHOU KBapTUpKe CUpEHU Ha CeObMOM 3TaxKe XKUJIOT0 oMa HefaieKo
OT ee IIBETOYHOI'0 Mara3uHa.

"Brl KuBeTe B 3TOM MecTe?" [IKefipeK C OTBpallleHrueM CMOPIIXI HOC, HO OH M30 BCeX CHUJI CTapacs
He JaTh Jlaimak yBUOETh 9TO, XOTS 3TO OBIIO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO.

"Tlouemy?" — cnpocuna Jlaiinak, yrojaku ee ry6 U30THYIUCH B JIETKOM yIBIOKe, IIOTOMY YTO OHa
TOYHO 3Hasla, oyemy [IKeapeKy He HPaBUJIOCh HAaXOAUTLCS B 9TOM MeCTe.

JTta KBapTHpa, B KOTOpOﬁ €CThb TOJIBKO OJHa CIIaJIbHA U BaHHAs, a TaKXKe HeOOoIbIIast TOCTUHAS U
KyXH{, HE MOTI'JIa CDABHUTHCA C POCKOITHEIMHU YJIO6CTB8.MI/I 3aMKa, B KOTOPOM 2KHUJI KOPOJIb.

Ho, Jlatinak ckasasa, 4TO el Hy2KHO BpeMsi, YTOOHI PEIINUTh, XOUEeT JIX OHAa BEPHYTHCS B
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE 1IapCTBO UJIU HET.

KoneuHno, [I;xegpek He cTan O TOPOIIUTE ee, XOTs Jlaiak 3Hasa, 4To ecyiu Ovl 3T0 Obln [IXKeapeK u3
IIPOIIIJIOTO, OH MCII0JTh30Basl OBl BCE BO3MOXKHEIE CITOCOOH, YTOOBI BEPHYTH €€ B TO I[aPCTBO.

Opnako ceiuac [IKegpek He XO0Tell 3aCTaBJISITh ee OellaTh TO, YeT0 OHAa He X0Tesa, 0COOeHHO KOraa
Jlaiinak goOpoBonbHO 3abpasia ero 06paTHO, a XyAllas BO3MOXKHOCTD B rojioBe [IxKefipeka Ha caMOM
nerne He 0OPMUIACE.

Kopons yctynun 6el BceMy, 4ero xkejnaja Jlainak, TakuM 00pa3oM, OH ITO3BOJIKII OBl € 0CTaThCs Ha
CTOJIbKO BPEMEHH, CKOJIbKO OHa 3aX04eT, II0Ka OHa He 3aX04eT BEPHYThCS C HUM.

"Het, Huyero." [IKeOpeK MOCIEIIHO IT0Kadall T0JI0OBOM W OTBaXKUJICS MPOUTH B KOMHATY Aanbiie. Ero
rosyy0bie T1a3a, Kak OKeaH, CKOJIb3UIIH 10 KaXKIOMY YTOJIKY KOMHATH], HO OH HUYEro He MOT
pasriaggeTh, KpoMe MUJIOW ¥ KpaCOYHOUW KOMHATHI, OKPY2KEHHOM MHOKECTBOM LIBETOB.



H}KenpeK He OBbUI TOKJIOHHUKOM IBETOB, HO €My HPaBUJIaCbk CUPEHB, TAK KaK y HEE OBIJT TAKOM XKe
dpoMarT, KaK y ero 1nmogpyru, Tak 4To 6YKBaJ'IbHO TOBOPsA, KOPOJIb TEIIEePhb OBLT OKDPY2XKEH ee
«IIPUKOCHOBEHUEM».

— Moxerb cecTh I'ie X04elllb, — CKa3asia Jlaiinak, HampaBmssch Ha KYXHIO U HOCTaBast 0aHKY C
BOJOM ¥ [Ba CTakaHa fysi cebs u [Ixkeapeka. — Y MeHs TOJBKO BOfa, HafeloCh, TH He TIPOTHB.

Tonoc Jla#inak ObII HEMHOTO IPpOMYe, TaK KaK OHa fiyMasa, u4To [[Kegpek B TOCTUHOM, a OHa Ha
KyxHe, I03TOMY KOpOJIb JIMKAHTPOIIOB HE CMOXKET €€ YCIIbIIIATh.

Bunumo, oHa 3a6kina, 4TO [I2Kefpek MpeKpacHo ee CibmuT. [IpocTo Jlaiinak mpeBpaTuiach B
IIPOCTOr0 uesioBeKa. Kopoib 0CTaBajCs BCe TEM Ke CYIIEeCTBOM C YPe3BEIYaiHO 000CTPEHHBIMHU
YyBCTBAMH.

3areM [IKenpek MocieqoBasa 3a Hel Ha KyxXHI0. — 51 He IPOTHUB, ITOKa 51 ¢ TOOOHM, — CKa3al OH,
00HSIJI ee CO CIIMHEI ¥ TIOJI0KUJI TOAO0POMOK el Ha IJIeyo.

Jlaiimak XUXMKHYJIa, HO OTBepHYyJach. "Benu ceOsi MpunuydHo."

— Xopomio, — cka3an [IKeapek, NogHUMas pyKy Haf romoBou. KecT Kanutynsanuu. OH SIBHO He
XOTeJI ee pacCTPauBaTh.

Jlaiimak MSTKO yNIBIOHY/Iach, TaKOM YIBIOKOM, KOTOpas 3aCTaBUT TeOs YIBIOHYTHCS Oe3 0ocobou
NpPUYUHEL "YTO B XOTUTE Ha yKUH?"

CuHauana Jlainak mogyMara, 4To OyoeT HeJlloBKO, eCJIM OHa oCTaHeTcs ¢ [[KeIpeKoM B OJHOM U TOM
Ke MecTe, ogHa. OgHAKO Ka3asioCh, YTO YeTHIPHAALATH JIET PA3TyKU HE CIUIIKOM Ha HUX MOBIIHSIIH,
TaK KaK OHM MOTJIM HOPMaJIbHO 0OLIAThCS, KAaK U B T€ BpeMeHa, KOTrfia Y HUX OBIJTA XOPOIIIHe
OTHOIIIEHHUS ¥ OHM 3HAJIK OPYT Opyra.

— [Touemy 0wl TeOe He ITO3BOJIUTH MHE CHeNaTh YTO-HUOYOb A7 Te0sS BMECTO 3TOTO? — CIIPOCHII
Ixenpek. OH ycTaBuiics Ha Jlaiinak, KOTOpas BOIPOCUTENIBHO MOIHSIa OPOBH.

«THI HE yMeellIb TOTOBUTEL». ITO OBIIO yTBEPKAeHME, U Jlalimak Obljla COBEPIIEHHO YBepPeHa B TOM,
4yTOo cKa3aja. C Kkakux 9T0 nop [KeapeKy NPUXOAUIOCh TOTOBUTh CAMOMY, €CJIH OH MOT IOJTy49UTh BCE
OIOHUM OBUKEHHEM NaJIbIIeB?

— 4 y3nan, — HeOpexkHO cKa3an [IXKeapek.

Ia, oH HAY4YHJICA T'OTOBUTH, XOTSA Y HETO 3TO HE OYEHBb XOPOIIO II0JIy4aJIOCh, HO Y HETO OBIJI CIIMCOK
BellleH, KOTOPEIE OH XOTeJI CAeJIaThk C Jlaiinak, Korfa OH, HAKOHEI], HallleJI ee, U CeTOmHS OBIJT TOJIBKO
HepBBIfI JE€Hb BCEX IPEOCTOAINUX OETI. .



«[ToueMy THI XOTeJl 3TOMY Hay4UThCs?» Jlaiylak He MOTJIa IIOHSITh HaMepeHu# J[IKeapek.

«HWTak, s Mory mo3aboTuThcs 0 Tebe», — CKasajl OH, POsICh B MaJIeHbKOM XOJIOfUIIbHUKeE Jlalinak, a
3aTeM HaxMYpHUJICS, IIOTOMY YTO eMy He ITOHPaBUJIOCh, HACKOIBKO OH MYCT. — Y TeOs 30eCh HUUEro
HEeT.

«Bam He HyXKHO 3a00TUTHCS 000 MHE, ST MOTY 1103a00TUTLCS O cebe, U MO XOJIOOUIbHUK HE ITYCT, 5
IIPOCTO He YaCTO X0XKY B MaraswH 3a MPOJYKTaMU».

— Yo THI TOTMA eIrb? [IXKempeK Bce ellle AyMasa 0 TOM, 4To y JIafijaK TokKe HUYero He ObII0 Ha
CKJIafie.

Jlajiiak IpUCIOHUIACh CIMHOY K 00€eHHOMY CTOJIY ¥ CKPecTHsa PyKu Ha rpyau. «TH Tako#
CTapPOMOMHBIH. d MOTy mOIy4uTh M000e 6III0I0, KOTOPOEe 3aX04y, BCET0 OMHUM 3BOHKOM».

I>XeopeK 3aKaTW rjasa, Koraa yCiblmann 3T0. «JlaBai KynmuM Tebe 4TO-HUOYIb Cheq00HOE, YTOOR
3aII0THUTDL TBOM KPOIIEYHBIM XOTOIUIbHUK.

«MoW XONOOUIbHUK HE MaJleHbKUM. ECT BBl IPUIIIY TOIBKO KPUTUKOBATD TO, KaK S JKUBY, BB
MoxeTe yuTu». Jlaiyak mocMoTpesna Ha [IkKefpeka, yMasi, YTO PACCTPOUT €ro, ITOTOMY YTO OOBIYHO
OH pe3KO0 OTBeyYall.

OrpHako, kK ynusnenuto Jlainak, [[Kegpek He Bo3paxkal Ha ee cjoBa. Ho BMeCTO 3TOro HaKJIOHUJICS,
yTOOHI ITOLIEI0BATh JIaiiiak B TOJIOBY, U MSITKO YIIBHIOHYIICS eH. «4 HUKy[a He YLy U CBOUX CJIOB
Ha3af He BO3bMYy. Tebsi Hy2KHO XOPOIIO KOPMHUTH».

— 4 xe roBopuna Tebe, 4TO MOTY 1103a00OTUTLCS 0 cebe, — yIpsIMo, Kak 00bI9HO, CKa3ana Jlainak, u
9TO TOJIBKO 3aCTaBuJjIo [[2KeapeK BCIOMHUTH O IPOIIOM. ITO HAaIOMHHUIIO eMy O TOM, KaKOU TBEpHO o
T'0JIOBO# Bcerma Ovla ero mapa.

— 4 3Halo, HO g BCe paBHO X04y 1103a60TUTLCA 0 Tebe. OH motenoBan ee B 7100. «I103BOIbTE MHE
CHemnaTh MPaBUIbHYIO BeIllb ceryacy.
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