"UTo g momKeH 00BSICHUTEL BaM O KePTBONpUHOIIeHUK?" Jlaiiiak MOKOCHUIack Ha CBOIo mapy. OHa
IPUKYCHJIa HUXKHIOW I'y0y, 4TOOH He TIOTEPSTH KOHTPOIIb.

BmecTo Toro 4ToOH CymIaTh ee, [I2KegpeK CXBaTHUII ee 3a 3allsiCThe U IOJOIIeN ellle OIuXKe, IT0Ka He
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ TEILJI0E TEIO.

— JlaBay IOKOHYMM C 3TUM, — Mpa4yHO cKa3aJja Jlaiinak u yBugena, Kak [[>Kegpek mokadasl ro0JI0BOK.

«Iloxanyiucra, Jlainak... He menaii 3T0ro co MHOK...» — yMOJIsAI ee [[XKegpexk.

«ThI 3HaEIb, YTO CO MHOM OymeT B KOHIIEe. ITO He TO, YTO Thl MOXKEIlh U3MEHHUTh...» - CHOBA
HalloOMHHUJIa eMy Jlaiinak.

— Ho THI BepHembest Ko MHE? [[KeIpeK 3aMeTH/I HeYBEPEHHOCTH B ri1a3ax Jlaiak u IoYyBCTBOBAsIa
yaylIbe, IIOTOMY YTO y2Ke 3HaJl, KaKuM OyIeT ee OTBeT.

OH He XOTeJI CHBIIIATL 3TO OT HEee...

YTo eMy OBIJIO Ie/TaTh B 3TOM CUTyaIuu? BEIJI0 3TOMCTUYHO C €I'0 CTOPOHH BCE ellle XOTEeTh, YTOOHI
OHa CTOsJIa PSIOM C HEM IIOCJIE TOTO, YTO OH chesast. [Tocie TOro, Kak OH pa30u ei cepale u
3aCTaBWII CTPAHaTh, IIEPEKUB BCIO afICKyI0 60JIb, KOTOPYIO OHA HE 3aCiIyXKUBala...

Opnnako [I>Kenpek X0Tes OBITh STOMCTKOM B TocienHuM pa3. OH He MOT OTpUIaTh TOT (HakT, YTO OHA
eMy HyxkHa. EMy HyHa OblJIa ero mnapa, ero KOpoJsesa...

OH He Mor cmenaTh Jlalinak cHaCT/IMBOM, KOTHa oHa Obllla C HUM, HO, TeM He MeHee, OH BCe ellle
XO0TeIl ee...

Pa3Be oH He MOT OBITH 3TOMCTOM B IOCHeqHUM pa3? OH XOTeJ ee Tak CUIJIBHO, HO TO, KaK OHA
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, 3acTaBuio cepplle [IKefpeKa nmepectaTb OUTHCS, IIOTOMY YTO CMBICTI €€ B3TIsAa
yOuBaJ ero U3HyTpH...

"Cupenb..." [IxKeapek CTUCHY 3yObl ¥ YMOJISITT CBOIO IIapy. . "f mpoury Tebs ymonsio..."

HukTO HMKOT[a He CIHIIIAl 3TOTr0 CJI0Ba OT KOpOJid. ,]:[}KellpeK HH 3a 9YTO He IIPOU3HEC OBI 3TO CJIOBO.

Kak 05l 11710X0 HU 00€pHYIach OIS HETO CUTyallksi, HUKTO HUKOT{Ia He CJIBIIIAJ, YTOOBl OH YMOJISIT
KOT'0-TO O YeM-TO...

Ho umeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia H}KeupeK YMOJIAL Jlalinak, 3TO MOKa3kIBalo, KaK OTYasTHHO KOPOJIb
IIBITAJICA 3allOJIYyYUTh CBOIO KOPOJIEBY €I0 CTOPOHAa.



YT00OH OHA CHOBaA BEPHYJIAaCh K HEMY II0CJIE TOT'O, KaK BC€ 3TO 3aKOHYHUIIOCH, yTOOBI OHM MOTJIM HAa4daTh
BCe€ CHa4Yalla.

Tem He MeHee, y Jlalinak, Ioxoxke, He OBIJIO TOM XKe HeH, YTO U y Hero. [IoToMy YTO OHa BCe ellle He
MOTJIa IPUHSTH PEellIeHne U BCe ellle HaXOOuIach B IPOTUBOPEYNHU CO CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU
YyBCTBaMHU.

«Tebe He 00s13aTENIFHO TaK TOBOPUTH», — CKa3asa Jlalinak, u ee cepale cxkajoch OT 00/IM B r1a3ax
Ixxenpeka, Kak OyqTO OH UMeJT B BUAY KaXXOoe CKa3aHHOe UM CJIOBO.

MozxeT OBLITh, OH CHeall.

TeMm He MeHee, JIaiiak He MOTTIA He MyMaTh, YTO UMEHHO X POMCTBEHHAS CBSI3b 3aCTaBHUIIA €T0
CKa3aTh 3TO, CBsI3b, KOTOPAs OBIJIa HACTOJILKO CUIIBHOM, YTO [IKeopeK He MOT u30exkaTh ee, XOTS OH
oueHb mobun Cepeduny...

CBs3b, KOTOpPadA CBsA3alJla uX BMeCTe, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHKX YyBCTBOBAJIX OPYT K OPYTY. CBs3b,
KOTOPAsA 3aTyMaHHIIa UX UCTHHHBIE YyBCTBA.

BEI0 OYTH OLIyIIIeHKWEe, YTO BCE, YTO V HUX OBIIIO paHblile, OBITIO JIUIIH WITI03MeN, KaK 3aMOK,
IIOCTPOEHHBIN U3 MTeCKa...

U Jlaninak He AdyMalla, 4YTO X04YeT HpOﬁTPI Jepe3 BCe 3TO CHOBA, KOr'Ja Y Hee 6YI[GT ITaHC
0CBOOOTUTHLCS OT ITOTO.

Jlaiinmak oo cux Iop He Morya 3abbTh, Kak [Ixkenpek cMoTpen Ha Cepeduny c ni060BbIO B I'/la3ax U
KaK OH OOHUMaJ ee, 1Ielda BeilbMe Ha yXO.

IIa, Tenepsb Bce OBIIO KOHYEHO.

B ux xu3Hu Oonbire He OymeT Cepedunsl... Ho 4yBcTBa BCe ellle TIHYNUCH, a A7id Jlaiinak 601b Oblia
emle ceexa. OHa 6osiyach MOBTOPUTH IIOMEITKY, TaK KakK PaHa B ee Cepflle BCe ellle KPOBOTOYMUIIA.

Jla#nak mpocTo X0Tella COCPEIOTOYUTLCS Ha TOM, YTO OHU HOJIXKHH ObIIM CHeslaTh celyac, u
IIOKOHYUTH C 9TOU YTOMUTEILHOM BOMHOU pa3 ¥ HaBCcerpa.

— ITO He THI TOBOPHII, — XPUILIO CKa3ana Jlanmak. «9To OpayHas CBsI3b, KOTOPAs 3acTaBiisiia Tebs
YyBCTBOBATH JKeJlaHUe iepkKaTh MEHS PSIIOM C cO00ii».

"CupeHb... Ial MHe ocIeqHui maHc." Koposb MpeKIoHUIT KONeH! epel CBOeH KOPOIeBOH, U 3TO
OBbITT BTOPOM pa3, KOTHa OH IPEKJIOHSIT KOJIeH! Mepeq Hel.



B mepBbIit pa3 OH [0JIKEH ObIJT CIACTH €e KU3Hb, @ BO BTOPOH pa3 CIIaCTH OCTABIINECS YYBCTBA,
KOTOpBIE V HUX OBIIIH.

Ecnu OB MM elre YTO-TO OCTaBAJIOCH IJIS CIIaCEHHUd.. .

Jlatinak 3akycuia ry0y, Korja yBumena, Kak [I2KepeK IpeKIOHUI meper Hell KOJIeH!, CHOBa YMOJISS
ee, Kak 0yaTo oHa Obla J1I000BbIO0 BCEM €ro XKU3HU, 4To JIaiIak 04eHb XOPOIIo 3Haa, YTO 9TO He
TaK...

HOSTOMY Jlanak He XOTena IIPOOJIATE 3TO U YCIIOXKHUTH UM obouM, II03TOMY OHA paCKpGhIjia JIagOHH
1 CO3[dalla MaX0BO€ IBUZXKEHMNE, KOTOPOE OTTOJIKHYJIO H}KenpeKa OT HEE B 3aCTaBHUJIO AJ'IB(I)Y OTJIETETH
Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB OT €TI0 HallapHHKa.

"CUPEHDB!" [I;xenpexk B3peBen U TyT XkKe BCTaJl, KOTMa C y2KacoM yBUfela, Kak Jlalnak nope3ana cebe
IaJibIbl M U3 €€ OTKPHITHIX PaH Hayajla KarnaTb KPOBb.

Ta camast KpoBb, KOTOpas BIIOCTIEICTBUY OKpacuila IIyCTyI0 KHUTY ¥ OKpacuila ee B UePHBIN LIBET. ITO
BOOOIIIe HEe UMeJI0 HUKAKOTO CMEICTIA!

[Touemy Jlaitnak cTaja Takoy OeccepuevHoi, YTO He CMOTrJla faxe faTh [[2KeapeKy MIaHC UCIIPaBUTh
ounOKY, KOTOPBEIe OH COBEPIIIUII?

Hoquy OHa He X0TeJla OaTb eMy manc? OHa IIPOCTO IIPOOOJIZKHAIIA CBO¥ COOCTBEHHLIH IIJIaH C
MBEICJIBIO IIOKOHYHUTE CO BCEM ITHM, d 3daTeM HUCUE3HYTh U3 €TI0 II0JId 3PEHHUA Pa3 U HaBCETOA...

C ppyro# cTopoHHI, Jlaiinak 3ammiesna, Korga 007b B pyKe cfieiana ee I'jia3a siCHee, Y4eM KPOBb 4TO
yIiajo Ha IIyCTYI0 KHUTY, CHeNajio ee TeEMHee.

AHTen-XpaHUTeIb IPOUTHOPHUPOBAJa XKI'y4yio 007Ib CBOETO CYIIPyTra, KOT{la HaKOHeI] Peluia
TIOKOHYUTD C 3THUM.

HuxkTo u npenctaBuTh cebe He MOT, Kak Jlaiiak CMOTJIa CIIPABUTHCS C STUMU CIIOKHBIMU
YyBCTBaMH...

U 3atem, mpexne yeM [[KepeK CMOT [0 Hee 100PaThCs, UTO-TO CIIyYUIIOCh, YETO OH He 0XKHUIAl
Maxke B CAMBIX CMEJIBIX MEYTaX.

IIXempeK CTOsI B IIOKe, HaOmromasi, Kak I10JI, KOTOPHIH [0IKeH OBl OBITh, TEIIeph IbIJIaj B OTHE,
TIIaMs JIM3aJi0 BO3AYX BOKPYT HUX U HeJlajio KOMHATy 06ojiee BlIaKHOW U TEILJION.

B omHO MTHOBEHUE XO0JIOfI, KOTOPHIH paHbllle YyBCTBOBasa Jlaliiak, ucues, KOTa OHa MMOYyBCTBOBasa
JKap OTHSI, COTPeBaloIEero BCe ee TeJo.



I>Kegpek myMar, 4To IIaMs CoxXKeT Jlaliiak 3aKUB0O, HO OH OIIMOAJICs, TOTOMY YTO IIJIaMsI [IJTUI0Ch
BCET0 HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH]I, TpexK e YeM MMOTHOCThI0 KCYe3HYTh, KaK OyATO BCE, YTO OH TOTBKO YTO
BHUIeJI, OLUIO TOJILKO B €0 TOJIOBE.

"Cupens! C To0Ooii Bce B mopsigke?!" [[>KeopeK faxe He MOTPaTHJIa HU CEKYH[HI, YTOOH H0OpaThCs 0
CBOEU MOAPYTH, Npexkae yeM OLICTPO ee TPOBEPUTE.

TonbKo Korma oH yOemuics, 4To ¢ Hel Bce B mopsiake, [XKeapeK B3MOXHYI ¢ 00IerYeHHEM U KPETKO
o0Hsis1a ee. Ero Temo Havaso ApoxkaTh, KOT{Ia MBICIIL O ITIOTEepPe CBOEH Iaphl MOYTH 3aCTaBUIIa €ro
ceppie OUTHCS.

IXempeK HENOBEPUYMBO YCTABUIICS Ha KOMHATY Iepe[] ero riia3aMu, KOTopasi BCero HeCKOIbKO
CeKyH[I Ha3a[ ropera.

"Yto 910 OBI0?" [[2KETPEK MOT CIIHIIIAThH CBOM T'OJIOC, IPOHU3AaHHKEIM TPEBOTOM, KOTMa OH TpeboBasl OT
Hee 00BbsCHEHUN.

Tem BpeMeHeM Jlaiifiak B ero pyKax TOJIBKO TYIIO CMOTpPeJia Ha IIyCTYI0 KHUTY, KOTOpas BEpHY/Iach K
CBOEMY TIepBOHAYa/IbHOMY LIBETY. Y2Ke He TaKOM YepHBIM, KaKUM Ka3aJiCs HeCKOIbKO CEKYH[I Ha3af,
KOTZla BIIWTaI KpoBh Jlalinaxk.

«Tenepb Bce KOHYEHO», — COMBUMBO CKa3aja Jlaiinak, mo3BonuB [KenapeKy oOHAThL ee, KaK OH XOTel.

Jlaiiniak 4yBCTBOBaja, 4YTO €€ BpeMs IIOYTU UCTeKJ10. OHa BHIIIOJIHUIIA 3Ty YacTh CBOEH 3ajady, HO el
HY2KHO OBIJIO 3aKOHUUTH ellle KOe-uTo.

Yoanock v UM 3amedaTarh ObSIBOJIOB B IapCTBe, IIPUHaAAJIEKallleM XOYI'I, OBITIO BHE €€ IOCSITaeMOCTH.

OHU MOTTIM TOJBKO HaflesThCs, 4TO XOYI CIIPABUTCSI CO CBOEU 3afjadyell I'1ajfiko U BCe KEPTBHI,
KOTOphIE UM CTOWJIM, He IPONagyT JAapoM.

«[Tomy... y Hac eCTb ellle OHO MeCTO, KOTOpOe HaM HYXKHO ITIOCEeTUTh», — TUXO CKa3asa Jlainak,
OTOMBUTASICh OT [[2KeapeKa, 4TOOBI yTU OT UCKPHL U ONbSHSIOUIETO 3alaxa ee IapHl.

[Xenpex 3Has, 4TO 3TO 3a MeCTO...

U 0HO meUCTBUTENLHO OBIIO IOCIETHUM.. .

XoyIl 4yBCTBOBAJIA 3TO.



9T0 OBIIO XKrydee OommyIlieHue, HpOGG}KaBHIee I10 ee KOXKe, 3aCTaBUBIIIEE €€ aXHYTh OT YOUBJIEHUSI,
IIpexpage 4eM OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €€ I'lla3a CTAHOBUJIMCE BCE TAXKeJiee U TAdxKeJiee, IOCKOJIBKY
3BYK I'OJIOCa Kelic nocTteneHHO TIepexoguil B IMEeIoT, MPpexXae 4eM OH IMOJIHOCTBIO UCYe3.

C ppyrot ctopoHsI, Kelic ¢ ykacoM Habmofas, Kak X0yl 3aKphljia TJla3a, KOT[a ee AbIXxaHue CTajio
ITOBEPXHOCTHHIM.

"Het Hapmexna?" Keiic BCTpAXHYJICS, U €er0 GPOBU HaXMYPUIUCh, KOTIa OH He TIOJTy4YuI HUKaKOu
peaknuy OT CBOEU IapHl.

XOYI'I 3aKpkhIa I''ta3a, 1 Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHa HE€ CKOPO IITPOCHETCA.

OnHAKO 3TO OBLTIO HE CaMbIM Y2KACHBEIM, YTO OH ITOHSJI, IIOTOMY YTO, XOTS 9TO OBLJIa BCETO JIUIIb
MaJieHbKasi IeTallb, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OBIIO JTIETKO YIIYCTUTh, Ketic Bce &e YI0BUII 3BYK cepilebueHus
Xoym, Korga oHO ocyiabeBasio, a 3aTeM, B KOHIE KOHI[OB, OCTAHOBUJIOCK.

9710 OBLIO IIJIOXO...

U Keiic ToYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €r0 CepAlle yIajao Ha IO0J.

[MosiBienue JIunut OBIIO HACTOJILKO BHE3AITHEIM, UTO [IBa 3BePs CIeBa U CIipaBa OT PeiH He CMOTIH
CpearupoBaTh BOBPEMSI.

TeMm He MeHee, PeifH gaxe He IIOIIEBeINIACh, Koraa JIMIuT o0XBaTHIa ee I1el0 X0I0IHEIMHI
nanesiiamMmu. BmecTo 3TOro oHa HEepeUIuTeJIbHO IIOCMOTPEJId Ha He€e U YXMBIJIbBHYJIACh, KaK 6YI[TO
0XKHOalla 3TOrO.

Peax1iius aHrena-xpaHUTeNd IIOJTHOCTHIO IPEB30IIUIA €€ 0KUAaHNS, I09TOMY IIpeKpacHas AbsIBOJIXLA
HaxMypHuJla CBOM HpeabHbIEe OPOBY U MPUCTANILHO MOCMOTpeNa PeliH B ria3a, KOra aHTre-
XpaHUTeNb CXBATUT €€ 3a 3allsiCThe.

"9T0 KoHell." PeiiH ynrIOHYIaCh, YYBCTBYS, KaK TEIJI0 OMBIBAET €€ TEJIO.

OHa 3TOT0 He 3HaJa, HO 10 KAaKOU-TO MPUYKHE B TTTyOWHe AyINX 3Hana, uTo Jlainak yxKe chaenana
CBOIO 4acTh, a X0yn cobupanach caenaTh BCe BO3MOKHOE, YTOOb 3aKOHYHUTH CBOIO.

Tonbko Torma HacTana 6x ouependb PeiiH, U aHTeN-XpaHUTEIb ObLT 00JIe€ YeM rOTOB YBUAEThH KOHEIL...

JIMIUT IOIBITAIaCh CXBAaTUTh PeiH 3a 1110 B HafleXKIe CIIOMaTh €e, HO aHTe/l-XpPaHUTeb Caesa



HEe4YTO COBEPIIEHHO GecnpeueneHTHoe. .
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