I>XeopekK YOUBJIEHHO MOIHSI I'OJIOBY, OH He myMall, 4To Jlaiijak OTBETUT eMy TaKuM 00pa3oM, HO
IIpexje 4YeM OH YCIIesI CKa3aTh YTO-TO elne, JIalinak omnepengumna ero.

«39T0 dhakT. Kak TonbKo 5 yiny, u OpadHas CBSI3b Pa30pBeTCs, Thl He Oymelb AyMaTh 000 MHe Tak,
KaK JyMaelllb cedyac, U He OyHellb YyBCTBOBATh TaKyl0 MyUUTeNIbHYI0 007b, Kak cedyac». Jlainak
TIOJHSIJIa TOJIOBY ¥ BCTPETUIACh B3TNIARoM C [Ixkenpeka. «Korga Bce 9T0 3aKOHYUTCS, ML OymeM
HU4eM APYT A ApyTa, HO ABYMs JIIOAbMH, KOTOPHEE KOTAa-TO y3HaNU OPYT Opyra, a 3aTeM
IIPeBPaTUIIUCh B COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIX JTofied. CymnpyKeckas CBsI3b OblJIa TEM, UTO CBSI3BIBAJIO
Hac BMecCTe, [IXKenpek...»

PeliH 1 Bce MOTJIM BUIETD, YTO JIIOOU, C KOTOPEIMU OHM CPaXKaJIUCh B 3TOM BOWHE, HE BHITIISOEIIH
HOPMaIbHEIMU, YTO-TO C HUMHU OBIJIO COBCEM HE TaK,

Ux ria3a GBI 30JI0TUCTOTO OTTeHKa. OUeHs MOX0XKe Ha ObABOJILCKUE.

Ecnu Tak GYJIGT IIPOAOIIZKATECHA, HE 6yneT HHUYEero youBUTEJIIbHOT'O, €CIITH CerogHsa morubHeT ele
TBICAYa Y€EJIOBEK.

[Topak, oTBeu MeHs B I1eHTp.] PeliH MbICTIEHHO cBsg3asl Topaka, IT0Ka 3Bepb IIPOI0IKall pyouTh
CBOMMHU OCTPHIMHU KOTTSIMH U CKaJIUTh 3yObI Ha JIIOfiel, KOTOPhle ITPOI0/IKalil HalafgaTh Ha HUX.

Brinu BHINyIIEHB cepeOpsHble MK, HalleJIeHHbIe Ha 000pOTHEH, ecniu OBl He TIOCTOSIHHOE
BMEIIaTeILCTBO BeIbM U MaroB, 3TU 000POTHU yMepu OBl C leCITKaMU IyJIEBBIX OTBEPCTUM B Tejax.

Benwiit 3BEPL B3PEBEJI, KOT'Nd OH 3aIIPBITHYJI Hda MACCHUBHYIO XKEJIE3HYIO MAIlIMHY U ITPOPBAJICA CKBO3b
4eJI0Be49eCKYH 6appI/IKaI[y, YKIIOHASACH OT HECKOJIBKHUX ITYJIb, HAIIPABJIEHHEIX B HETO.

Pelin ornsimenach U 0CTaHOBHIIA HECKOJIBKO IIyJib, KOTOPBEIE BEOABMEI HE CMOT'JIM OCTAHOBUTE.

PeliH MOTJIa OCTAHABIMBATh BPEMSI, HO € HyKHO OBIIO HAXOOUTLCS B HY2KHOM MECTE, YTOORI BIIUSITh
Ha TaKyI0 OTPOMHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO.

Mao Toro, eu HYXKHO OBII0 COXPaHUTHh CBOIO 3HEPTUIO OJIA BCET'O, YTO OHA ITJIaHKWPOBAJIa JaJIbIIIe.

[TocnenHel ee 3agayeli ObII0 BOCCTAHOBUTH HEBUAMMYIO CTEHY, PA3fIeJISIONIYI0 CBePXbeCTeCTBEHHBIX
CYILIECTB ¥ YeJIOBEYECKUM MUD.

9T0 Obl/Ta HENPOCTas 3afaya, Kak U To, 4ero Xoym u Jlaimak JOonKHB OBLIM OOCTUYDb Ceryac, HO OHU
OBLTM YBEPEHBI, YTO CIIPABSITCS CO BCEM ITHM.



ITO0 OBII MOYTH KOHeEeIl uX MUCCHH...

OcTanoch TONBKO TPHU ObABOJIA.

Mexpy TeM, U3-3a OTPOMHOT0 KOJTUYECTBA JIIO[EeHN, KOTOPEIe U30 BCEX CUJI CPaXKaJluCh CO
CBEPXBECTECTBEHHEIMU CYIIleCcTBaMu, 6e10My 3Bepio IoTpefoBasoch MHOTO BpEMEHHU, ITPEOI0ieBas
MHOKECTBO TPYIHOCTEM, YTOOB IPUOIU3UTh aHTeJIa-XPaHUTEeIsI K MEeCTY, KOTOPOe OHa YIOMSIHYIa.

ITo IIyTH KOpI/I‘-IHeBbel 3BEPBb Kanneba Hu Pa3y He MMOKUHYII UX CTOPOHY M O4Y€Hb CUJIBHO
COIIPOTHUBIIAJICA, YTOORI YGeI[I/ITBCﬂ, YTO HUYTO HE IPUYMHUT BPeda Peiin.

OH HuKoOr[a He 3a0yaeT TOT GaKT, KaK 3TU JIIOOU KEeCTOKO YOUIM ero mapy, ¥ He OOMYCTUT, YTOOH
TaKOM XKe IIaHC BHIIAJI UM B PYKH, YTOOHI CAEJIATh TO JKe caMoe C PeliH.

Bopsick ¢ TeM, 4TO 000POTHYU He MOTYT YOUTD JIIOMEH, He HeCs 3a 3TO IOCJIeICTBUM, OHU IIOKOHYMIIH C
0001 MOBOJIBHO XKECTOKO U OBICTPO.

[Bor...] — cka3ana PeiiH dyepe3 cBsi3b pa3dyMa, KOrfa IIogyMasa, YTo 9TO HaealbHas MO3ULUS A1
Havasa. Bce, 4To et OO HYKHO, 3TO MOXKOATHLCA, MOKa Jlainak u X0oym 3aKOHYAT CBOU 3aflayy U
IIOKOHYAT CO BCEM 3TUM.

Benblit 3Beph ¥ KOPUYHEBHIHM 3BePbh OCTAHOBUIUCH B IIEHTPE CYMaTOXH, M PefiH CIIPHITHYIA CO CITUHEI
6eoro 3Bepst, YTOOHI OTTISIOETHCS.

Cpagy nocsie atoro PeliH Koe-4To MOHsIA, KOTa ee IIPUBEJIK B TO MeCTO, KOTOPOe OHa X0TeJa, a
MMEHHO; OHU He MOTJIM 0CTaBaThCsl TaM AOJIT0, IOTOMY YTO caMO cO00M pa3yMeeTcs, YTO 9Th O0eBbie
MalllMHbl UJIA cepeOpsHbIE MyNIU B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IOCTUTHYT CBOUX II€JIEH; UX.

OpHako B TOT MOMEHT, KOrjfia PeiiH MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO T'OTOBA Pa3Bsi3aTh CBOIO aTaKy, B TO XKe
BpeMs IIPOU3OIIII0 HEOXKHUTAHHOE.

Kak pa3 korga Peiin cobupasncs 0CTaHOBUTHL BpeMsi, YTOOHI JTFOAU BOKPYT IIEPECTAI aTaKOBaTh
o0opoTHeH, JIUINUT NOSBUIACh IPSIMO Iepef Hew.

KeHmuHa-ObABOI 37100HO YXMBIIbHYIACh aHTeIy-XpPaHUTENI0 U MIPOTSAHYIa PYKY, YTOOB CXBAaTUTh
Peiin 3a mrero.

[TosiBnenue JIumuT OLIIO HACTOILKO BHE3AIIHEIM, YTO OBa 3BEPS CJIeBa U CIIpaBa OT PeifH He CMOTIIH
cpearupoBaTh BOBpPEMS.

Tem He MeHee, PelfiH maxke He IOIIEBeNUIachk, Korma JInmuT o0XBaTuila ee 1er X0J0THIMU
manbilaMu. BMecTo 3T0oro oOHa HepeuImTesIbHO ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Hee.



Ixenpek u Jlaiinak HaKOHeI oOpauCh OO0 OPYroi ABepH B IPYTOM KOHIle KOMHATH. OHU UK
MOJI4a, TaK Kak Obliu riTy00KO MOTPYKEHH B CBOU MBICIIH.

Y, xak u pansblue, [[>Keapek LIarHys BIEPen U MOTSHYJICS K pyukKe OBEpH, Ipexae yeM Jlaiinak
yCIleJia 3TO CHeNiaTh, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 OH He YCJIBIIAJ HUKaKuX NpefynpeXieHuil OT aHresna-
XpaHUTeJIs, 4YTO TaKkKe 03Ha4aslo; y Hero He ObLIO BO3MOXKHOCTY HadyaTh pa3roBop.

3a mBephio ObIIa ele 0OJIbIIas KOMHATA, YeM MPeIbIAyIasi, C XPyCTalIbHOM JTIOCTPOM, BUCEBIIEH
OYeHb BHICOKO HAJ MX TOJIOBAMHU, U PACKPHITOH KHUTOM Ha IOIYIPO3PAayHOM IIOAUYME B IIEHTPE, HO,
KpOMe 9TOr0, BHYTPY HUYEro He ObIJI0, ¥ 9Ta KOMHATA He MOTJIa MOXKHO CKa3aTh, KaK MycTast
KOMHAaTa.

— 910 Ta KHUra? — cupocun [Ixkegpek Jlainak, Halos BO3MOKHOCTb BOBJIEYb €€ B PA3TOBOD.

— Jla, — KopoTKO oTBeTHuNa Jlainak, maxe He cOaBIIsIs CKOPOCTH, YTOOH MOXKmaThes [xKeopeka.

Kak Tomnpko Jlaiinak oKa3anach Iepeq MoIynpo3padyHbIM TIOOUYMOM C PACKPBITOM KHUTOW Ha HEM, el
IIPUIIJIOCH XOOUTh Ha IBIITOYKAX, IOTOMY YTO OH OBIJT CTUIITKOM BHICOK [IJISI €6 MUHHUATIOPHOT'O POCTA.

TeMm BpemeHeM [Ixkenpek fepxkascs O1uxke K Hell, T0Ka ero YepHEHIE TJla3a CKaHUPOBAJIK BCIO
KOMHATY, MHITasiCh 00HAPYXKUTH JIt00ObIE YI'PO3EI, KOTOPEIE 3acTalu OBl X BPACIIIOX, €CNIA ObI OHU XOThb
HEMHOT'0 PacciabuIuch.

"Yro HaM penaTh?" — cupocuna [Ixkeapek, Korga 3aMeTuna, 4To Jlainak mpocTo IpoaoKaia
CMOTpEeTh Ha KHUTY, HUYEero He fenas.

— 2KepTBa, — OeClIBETHEIM I'0JIOCOM CKa3aJjla Jlainak, HaxMypuB OpOBH, YTO OTPaXKajo ee CII0KHbLIEe
MBICJIH.

"Kakas?!" [IxKegpek 3apbiya.

«OTtoupu», — npuka3sana Jlainak [[xKeapeKy AepXKaTbCsA OT Hee IofabIlle, HO KOPOJb, KOHEYHO Xe€,
He CTall ee CIylIaTh.

«f HUKy[a He YAy, I0Ka TH He CKaXXelllb MHe, YTO Thl UMeeIb B BUAY IO XKepTBou?» [xKeapeky
3aX0TeJIOCh 3aphlyaTh Ha CBOIO YIIPSIMYIO MOOPYTY 3a TO, YTO OHA MBITalach CAEaTh.

"Uto g moKHa O0BSICHUTE BaM O KepPTBONpUHOIneHuu?" Jlalnak moKoCcUIach Ha cBo mapy. OHa
3aKycua ryoy, 4Tobbl He IOTEPATh KOHTPOJIb.
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