B aTolt KOMHaTe, KpoMe KpoBaTH, 3aHATOM X0y, ObLIM ellle IBe KPOBaTH, OOHa Oblla 3aHsSITa
Cepedunoii, a TpeThs Obla 3aHsTa Jlainak u 6ecCoO3HaTEeIbHEIMU TeJlaMu XOYII.

XoTs 0Ha Bce elrle Oblla CIUIIKOM 03afladyeHa TeM, IIoYeMy OKa3ajlach BHYTpH Telna Peiin, Xoyn
Oosnpllle 3a00THIa BeIbMa.

Cepeduna He OBUTaNach, ¥ BCETO JIMIIb C OOGHOTO B3rjisgAa XOYII MOHJIa, YTO ee COCTOSIHUE HE B
nopsake. YTo-To CIIy4usiocs C Heu.

Hapgexpma HeMeqJieHHO BCTajla C IOCTeu u nopouina K Cepedune, y KOTOPOU BCe ellle ObIIA 3aKPHITH
rna3a u 6megHoe nuio. OHa TyT XKe 3abpanach Ha KPOBaTh U ONMYCTHUIACh PSAOM C HEM Ha KOJIEHU C
HECKPBIBAEMOKM TPEBOT'0OH B I'JIa3ax.

"Uto ¢ Heu ciy4yusocs?" X0yl B3rjsHyfa Ha JIu[uio, NbITasCh OHATH, YTO Xe IPOU30IIIIO Ha CaMOM
fene.

Ei#i Ob1s10 HEBRIHOCUMO BUAeTh CepedrHy B TAKOM YI3BUMOM U 6e3HameKHOM COCTOSIHIY, CJIOBHO
KaXXOBIY TIOWM ee Tella Kpudasn o c1aboCcTH.

"PeliH... 0, 1 ©MeI0 B BuAy XOyIL..." JIugus mokadasa rojioBoi, 4ToOw HAalOMHUTDH cebe, 4To Pelin
nepeq ee rina3amu Obiyia Xoyi. «Y Hee mo604YHEIe 9P GEKTH OT TOTO, YTO OHA CHeflasa, HO C
Cepedunoii Bce OyHeT B MOPSOKE».

— Ona? Xoymn HeoBepUMBO Cy3uya rna3a. Kak 61 To HU OB110, cocTosiHUEe CepedUHEI HE BRITISEIIO
TaK, YTO OHa IONPaBUTCA B Onuxkaiiiee BpeMs. «OHa He BRITJIIOUT Tak, Kak Oy[ATO OHa B OpSMKe
TSI MEHST».

«OHa mpocTo paHeHa. Hamexna...» 3arem Jlugust 00bsicHUTIA, ToueMy cocTosiHue CepeduHE PE3KO
YXYOIIAIIOCH, @ TaKXKe Mo60ouHbIe 3G GEKTh, KOTOPEIe OHA MCIIBITAa IOCIIe IOTJIOMEeHNST 9HEPTUHU U3
KPOBY aHTEJIOB-XPAaHUTEIIEN.

XOYI'I CJIylllaJia BC€ 3TO MOJI4a, II0 €€ IIe€KaM ITIOTEKJIN CJIE3HI. Ona oOHs1/Ia TeJo YHpHMOfI BE€IbMEI U
YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B IIJIEYH.

«MHe o4YeHb XKaJllb... MHE XKaJlb, YTO 51 COMHeBasach B Tebe...» 3amaaKana XOYH, ee TeJl0o CUJIBHO
OP02KaJio, KOrha OHa IMOYYyBCTBOBAJIa ITPOH3UTEIIbHYIO 00J1b B T'Pynou mmocie TOro, Kak HaKOHEeII ITOHsIIA,
CKOJIBKUM Ceped)I/IHa OOJI2KHa OnlTa IIOZKEePTBOBATh paau HUX BCEX.

— Xoy1... — Jlugusa HeXKHO noriaguiia XoyIl 110 Ijievy, IbITasCh YCIIOKOUTh JEBYIIKY. B KOHIEe
KOHIIOB, X0yII 3Hana CepeduHy C caMOro IIepBOro OHS €€ MOSBIEHUS B 3TOM MUDE.

Nmenno Cepeduna npusesna ee K Keiicy, B3syia ee mof CBOe KPBLUIO, T03HAKOMHUITIA CO
CBEPXBbECTECTBEHHEIM MUPOM U 00y4HIIa.



BemgbMa 3amuinana Xoym BCEMU BO3MOXKHBIMU CIIOCOOaMH.

Xots To, Kak CepedrHa BocnuThIBana X0yII, He Bcerga ObIJI0 MPUSATHHIM U ObIIO ITOYTH HAMIOJIHEHO
CCOpaMH ¥ HamlpsiKeHWeM TYT U TaM, XOYII BCerfia yBaxasa ee u... mobuna.

Tak xe u Cepeduna. OHa oTHOCUIACh K XOYII UHAYe, YEM K OPYTUM aHTelaM-XpaHuTensaM. [lotomy
YTO HECMOTPS HU Ha 4uTo, CepeduHa Oblyia CBULETENIEM TOTO, KaK JeBOYKa BEIPOC/Ia caMa.

Henb3s 6b110 n36€eKaTh TOTO, YTO YaCTh YIPSIMCTBA M capkKa3Ma XOyII JeliCTBUTENIbHO Ilepefanach e
ot CepeduHHI.

— IIpoctu... — cka3ana Xoyn ApozKalluM rojaocoMm Ha yxo Cepedune.

Y cpasy mocye 3Toro MOMEHTa OHa yCrblana rojoc CepeduHbl, XOTb ¥ 04eHb cN1a0bIi, HO X0y BCe
JK€ yJIOBUJIA B 9TUX HECKOJIBKUX CJIOBAX CII€]] ee IPUYYIIUBOCTH.

«0O yeM THI yTayelIs? f elle He yMepiia», — TUX0 ImpoBopyana CepeduHa, HO TOCKONBKY X0y Oblia
Tak O/IM3KO0 K Hel, OHa MOTJIa OTYET/INBO CJIBIIIATD.

— Cepe@duHa, TH IPOCHYNACH?

— OTo¥au OT MEHS, TH Melllaelllb MHE IHIIIaTh, — IIPOAOJIZKalla BOPYaTh OHA U OTTAlKKBaJa OT cebs
Tesno PeniH.

HapgexXpa TyT e cela ¥ BeITepJa Cle3bl, OTAaMuBIINCE 0T CepeduHnl. "V Tebs Bce HOpManbHO?"

«4l eme xuBa», — npoprryana CepeduHa, TOTOM OTKpPHUIA I'JIa3a, HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPIHYJIa, YTOOL
IIPUBEIKHYTH K CBETY B KOMHare. "['ne oHu?"

3arem CepeduHa IocMoTpeIa Ha JIu[nio, KOTopasi KMBasa roJI0BOM, U Hallllna Tenna Xoym u Jlainak,
KOTOPEIE BCe ellle JIeXkKajh TaM.

3aTeM ee B3rjigf ynan Ha Peitn papoMm c Hei. "Hapgexpga?"

"Ia, 370 51." X0yl KUBHYJIA, IOCIELIHO BEITUPAs cie3kl. «[loueMy g B Tene PerH?»

«IToToMy 4TO ST X04y, YTOOH TH KO€-4TO cHeflana», — cka3aja CepedrHa U ¢ IOMOIIbIO JIuguu 1
Hapexawl IOonBITaIach CECTh.

Y6enuBIuch, YTO C Hell BCe B IOPSIAKe, OHA Me[JIEHHO MOfIolIa K TeraM Xoyn u Jlaiinaxk.



— TBI TOMHHUIIIB, YTO MMPOUCXOOMIIO B KOPOJIEBCTBE paHblie? — crnpocuia CepeduHa, BOAsS CBOUMU
KOCTJISIBBIMU TTa/IbLIaM¥ TO 10 Iy X0y, TO 1o nuiy Jlainaxk.

U npu ynomuHaHUU 00 3TOM XOYII TYT XK€ BCIIOMHHUJIA, YTO IIPOU3IOILIIO.

JTronudep...

"Uro crmyuunocs ¢ Jlionudepom?"' — crnpocuna Xoyn. — OH Oy#eT 3amnepT TaMm HaBcerma?

«HeT, He HaBcerga... HO MBI JOJIKHBI IBUTATHCS Cceidac, YTOOH MOJI0XKUTE 3TOMY KoHell». CepedbuHa
IIoKavajia I'0JIOBOH.

«Torga moueMmy s B Teje PeiiH, a He B cBoeM?» X0yl MOCMOTpesia Ha cebst, OHa YyBCTBOBasIa ce0s
CTPAHHO, Korza y Tebs ecTh TeJlo, KOTopoe Tebe He IPUHANIEKUT.

«IToTOMYy 4YTO OHA [0 CUX IIOp He BEpHYJIack», — HaXMyPUBIINUCH, CKa3aja CepeduHa, rnsns Ha X0y,
KoTopas Oblyia BHYTpH Tena PeiiH. «M TOBKO OHa croco0Ha OTPA3UTh MOE 3aKJIMHAHUE».

9T0 Oblyia ellle ofHa NMpUYKHA, 110 KoTopoy CepedrHa fmana por eguHopora PeitH, pyHKIMS
Marm4yeckoro rnpegMeTa 3akjIodasaach B TOM, YTOOE OTPA3UTh IPOKIISATHE, U, TOCKOJIbKY OH OBLI
TOJIBKO ¥ PeiiH, 6e3 ee mymu Teno PeiiH Obl10 OBl IyCTHIM, ¥ TOJIBKO XOYII MOTIJIa BIafieTh IyCTHIM
TEJIOM.

YTO CNIy4yusiocs ¢ 3TUM aHresioM-xpaHuTesaeM? [loueMy OHa ellle He BepHYyJIach?

«Torma kak Hacuet Jlaiinak? [loueMy oHa TOXe [0 CUX ITOp 0€3 CO3HAHUS?»

CroBHO oTBeuas Ha Bonpoc XoyI, JIainak u3najia HU3KUY CTOH U OTKPHIJIa I'jia3a.

"Xopormo", bpu ycneimana ronoc Keiicu, KoTopoMy yaaaochk yOemuTh ee, OH IPUCETT TTepef
MaJIeHbKOH OEeBOYKOM U CXBATHUJI €€ 3a ApozxKalue miedn. «[IpocTo CKOHIEHTPUPYUCS Ha TOM, 4TO
YyBCTBY€EIllb, U HE COIIPOTUBIISAUCS ITOMY».

Keiic u ocTanbHBIE OBITM BeChMa yYOUBIIEHH, Y3HaB, 4YT0 bpu Oblsla 000pOTHEM BO3OYIIHOTO APAKOHA.
[Tpo1Io MHOTO BpeMEHH C TeX 0P, KaK OHM B IOCJIEIHUM pa3 CHLIIIaIU KaKue-1u60 HOBOCTU 00
3TOM 3Bepe.

Temneps, KOra OHU YBUOEH I0OHYIO QUTYPY APAKOHbETO 060POTHS, B UX MBICTIU BTOPI'CS TOT (PaKT, YTO
HUKTO He 3HaJl, YTO CIY4YHJIOChH C ee IIpeflIeCTBeHHUIIaMU.



Ho cettuac He 3T0 OBIJIO TJIaBHOM IPOOIIEMOI,

«Borce», yrpioMo cka3ana bpu, oHa mocMmoTtpena Ha Kelicu, a 3aTeM Ha [Ixxenpeka u Topaka.

«Tebe Heuero 60SIThCS, OHU 3[ECh, YTOOH BeCTH Te0s», — yCIOKauBaloIe CKadan Keic u MaxHy
pykoit Ctedany u [[pako, KOTOphIe yxke ObITH B paKOHbeH (hopMe.

Hewmuoro nnogymas, bpu kuBHya. "Xopoiuo."
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