OcCnenuTeNnbHO SIPKUH CBET, U3-3a KOTOPoro Kelic moTepsin 3peHue, Tenepb MeIJIeHHO yracarl,
TI03BOJISISI eMY OTKPBITE TJIa3a U OTJISIHEeThCS BOKPYT.

Cyns 1mo BceMy, 9TO CIY4YMIIOCh HEe C HUM OOHUM, IOTOMY 4To Topak u [[:KenpekK, I0X0xkKe, UCILITaIN
TO XK€ caMoe, KOT[la OHM 3aCTOHAJIH, YIUPasSCh PyKaMy B MOKPYIO 3€MJTIO.

Keiic 4yBCTBOBaJI, 4TO €r0 TOJI0Ba HEMHOI'0 00JIelia, B TO BpeMs KakK ero TeJio Ka3asioch CTPAHHBIM, HO
3TO He TO, 4TO 6eCIOKOuI0 ero 60bllle BCETO, IIOCKOJIbKY OH BCE ellle IIBITAJICS TIePeBapuTh TO, YTO
Ha CaMOM [ieJie IIPOU30IIJIO, TIOTOMY UTO IIOCJIelHEee, YTO OH IMOMHUJI, ObLI0; ToyTy6oe maMs,
OKYTHIBAIOILIEE UX TeJla TIOCTIE TOTO, KAaK COXKTJIO BCeX 000POTHEM U CYLIECTB U3 afa.

ITotom...

Jlugusa u Hatopyk.

OH yBUpeN BelIbMy U THOMA, ITOSIBUBIIKXCS PSAIOM C HUMHU, IIPeX[e YeM IIOoTePSI Co3HaHue. UYTo
cnyyunocs? ['me onu?

Keiic ornsimericst BOKpYT ¥ IIOCMOTPeEN Ha KpacHoe He0o. To camoe He60, KOTOpoe OH BUMEN B
IIOCJIeTHUM pPas.

Ho 3T0 MecCTO... BHITIAOENI0 3HaKOMBIM. ..

Opnako meiciu Kerica npepBaiuch, KOrga OH yCbllian peB [IKegpeka OT OTYasiHUS U THEBa.

"TOE CUPEHB?!" On 37100HO peBesl ¥ pelYall, U TOIbKO Torga Kelic MOHSI, YTO B 3TOM MECTe UX
BCEro Tpoe.

«CHauarna ycrnokoiicsa!» HaTopyk MOMbITaNCs YBePHYThCSA OT XBaTKM [[2KefpeKa, HO KOPOJII0 YOalIoCh
CXBaTUTHCS 3a BOPOTHUK TOJICTOBKHY, B KOTOPOM OH OBINI OJET, ¥ C OOJIBIION JIETKOCTHIO 0TOPBATh €0
TEeJIO0 OT 3eMJIU.

"TIOE MOH OPYI?!" IxKempek BHITTISAAEN IIOYTH TUKKUM, OH ObIT B IPOCTH, KOTHA MOT.

Tem BpeMeneM Topaka, 10X0xke, He CIUIIKOM 3a00THIIO TO, YTO cobupanach caenaTs [[xkenpek. OH
CMOTpEJI Ha CLIEHY XOJIOQHBIM B3TJIAOM U OB 00JIbIIIe 3aMHTEPECOBAH B HAOIIONEHUN 3a
OKPECTHOCTSIMH, KOT[a YCIIbIIaa fajieKuid peB. [ pPOMKUN peB, OT KOTOPOTO MOTJia COTPSICAThCS
3eMIIs.

He umes Opyroro BBIﬁOpa, Keilic 3acToHas 1 IOMBITaNach YCIIOKOHUTH JZ[}KenpeKa, CXBATHB €T'0 3a PYKY,
He JaBas 6paTy CJIOMaThk THOMY II€l0.



— Ycnokotics, 6pat! M cHavana BeICTyIal ero o0bsicHenre! HaTapyk 3akpuyal, oT4aCTH 13-3a
CTpaxa, HO TaKXe U II0TOMY, 4YTO ero pa3fpaxaslo To, YTO Ha Hero JIOXKUTCA Takasd 3afada. Ha ero
MecCTe [OJIKHa Oblta ObITh JIugusi, pa30uparomiascs ¢ STUMU CBapP/IMBBIMU JIMKAHAMHU.

HaTHPYK C CaMOr'0 Ha4adlla OTKa3aJICA OT 3TOT'0 3afJaHusd, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO OHO TaK K
3aKOHYHUTCS, ¥ eT0 XXKN3Hb MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs B OIMACHOCTH, KaK cerdac; OgHO HUMITYJIbCUBHOE
OIBU2KEHHNE H}KenpeKa, " OH OOJIZKEH IIOIIPOIIAThCA C MUPOM.

"Ixenpek!" Ketic 3apsyan Ha cBoero O6parta. "OTtmycTu ero!"

Henb3s 1erkoMbICIIEHHO OTHOCUTELCS K THEBY JIMKAaHa, 0COOEHHO eCyIy Y TMKaHa TaKo¥M TeMIIepaMeHT,
Kak y [IxKegpeka, BKyIle C TaKUM XKe CTaTyCOM, KakK y Hero, rfe Anbda-KpoBb, TEKYIIas B €ro Telle,
IesaeT ero eie 60ee XKeCTOKUM.

"TOPAK!" Kelic pasgpakeHHO 3aKpu4all Ha CBOEro Ipyroro 6paTa, KOTOPHIM Haxke He YIOCYXKHUICS
eMy nomoub! «Thl coOMpaelIbCcsl IPOCTO CUIETh U CMOTPETh, Kak [[xkenpek youBaet aToro rHoma!? Ilo
KpalHel Mepe, caenai 4To-Hubymb! »

OJIHaKO BMECTO TOrTO, YTOOKEI IIOMOYb Keﬁcy CIIaCTH KU3Hb 'HOMa, TopaK YIIel.

I>XeopeK IPUIION B IPOCThb, IOTOMY 4TO Jlaiiyiak, KOoTopas HojiKHa Oblla OBITH C HUMH, HCUe3Jia U3-
3a rHOMa, B TO BpeMs Kak PeiiH, ero moppyra, Obljila B pyKaxX ObSBOJIOB, ¥ OH HOJIZKEeH ObLI HaUTH
croco6 BEPHYTH ee.

Tax yto Topak He OymeT TpaTUThL BpeMs Ha yroBopkl [Ixkenpeka. OH ToxKe MOCTYIUT O Tak ke, OyOb
OH UM.

Kak mor Hatapyk 6pocuTts Jlaiinak u pa3nyuuTsh [IKeapeKa U ero mapy B TAaKOW CUTYALUH.

MoxeT ObITh, Y THOMa OBIJIO IeBATH KU3HEH, TaK YTO OH OBLT JOCTATOYHO CMEJI, YTOOBI CAeiaTh 3TO.

"UepT Bo3pMHU, Topak!" Kelic BrIpyranack B ciuHy Topaky, KOTOPBINA ITPOAOJIKA YXOOUTh. «HepT OB
Tebst mobpan, Ixenpek! Pagu 60ra, myCcTh OH CHAavana OOBSICHUT CUTYaLU0!»

Ceiiuac onu OblIM Ha 11071, PyTOOIEHOM T10JIe TIOCPENX FOpOfia C IMBIIIHEIMU JePEeBbIMH, PaCTyIIMU
BOKPYT, KaK KPEeIoCTk.

«Ecmu Thl yObellb MeHsI... TH He y3Haelllb, KaKOB Ha caMoM feJie 1miaH CepeduHsl...» HaTapyk u30
BCEX CHUJI CTapasics CKa3aThb 3TO, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJT eUHCTBEHHBIHM CII0co0 3acTaBuTh [KeapeKa
BBICJTYIIIATh ¥ OTIYCTUTD €TO.

«JIxKepmpek, oTinycTu ero!» Kelc elle Kpenye cxaii pyky [IKegpeka U MOIbITalacCh Pa3iyduTh UX



IOBOHX.

K cuacTtsio g Hatgpoka, eMy yaanoch MPOU3HECTH 3TH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, IIOTOMY YTO BCKOPE II0CIIe
aroro [I:kenpek orOpocun teno [IBapda, MIBEIPHYB €ro Ha 3eMJTI0, ITI0Ka He yCIIBIIIan TPECK,
HCXOMSIINHI OT er0 MaJIEHbKOTO TeJIa.

YTo XK, 10 KpaiHey Mepe Ha 3TOT pa3 [IKeapeK MPUCITYIIAICS U MOIIaAUII 9TOro 6eHOTO THOMA.
[Toka...

Kelic MOT TONMBKO CKPHUBUTHCA U MPUCECTh pAaoM ¢ HatapykowM. [Tocne 9TOro OH MeAIeHHO MOOHSI
€r0 OOHOU PYKOU U MIOMOT €MY CECTb.

MopmirHH Mexkay OpoBsiMu HaTapyka moka3asnu, Kakyio 0071k OH MCIBITalN, Korfa [xenpek Opocuia
ero.

"ToBopute ceruac!" K coxkanenuio, y [I;kenpeka He ObIJI0 HUKAKOMU KaJIOCTH K MaJI€HbKOMY
CYILIECTBY, ¥ OH OBIJI CJTUIIIKOM HETEPIIENIMB, YTOOH CIIBIIIATh MyUYUTEIbHEIE CTOHB HaTapykKa.

Mexny Tem, HaTapyk 3akaTui cBou GoJbline Iia3a Ha [[Kefpeka, eMy He IOHPAaBUJIOCh TO, KakK OH
OTHaBasl IpUKa3kl I0CJIe TOTo, Kak Opocuil, Kak Kyda Mycopa, HO, K COXKaJIeHUuIo, y Hero He ObLI0
apyroro Bribopa.

"T®l Mydlille OTBETH €My, IOTOMY 4TO B CJIeAyIOIIKY pa3 Jaxe s He cMory Tebs crmactu”, Kedic
noxsionana Hatopyka 1o njedy, HO CIIUIIKOM CUJIBHO [JIS TOT'0, KTO TOJIBKO YTO IIOJIyYUJI CJIOMaHHYIO
KOCTb.

HaTJIPYK TMIOMOPIIXAJICA W PA3APAKEHHO OTMAXHYJICA OT PYKH Keiica, Impexnge 94eM, HaKOHEII,
OTOOBUHYJICA HEMHOT'O IIOOAJIBIIIE OT ,'[[}KenpeKa, OllaCasiCh, 9YTO TOT CHOBA 3aYyIIHUT €TO0. .

— Hrak, uto Cepeduna cobupaeTrcs fgenath ¢ 9TUM becriopsigkoM? — cripocun Keiic, moTomMy 4To
IXKeOpek, Ka3anock, TePsI cebsi, eclnu eMy IPUXOOUI0Ch ABaXKAHl ITOBTOPSTE OOUH U TOT 2Ke BOIIPOC.

«IIpexme Bcero, TH HOJIKeH youTts ['uapy», — ckasan HaTtopoyk, mepegaBas To, YTO IIPUKa3ajia eMy
CepeduHa. XOTs OH U HE OYEHb IOHUMAJI, YTO 3aAyMaJjia ITOCJIeIHsIs YNCTOKPOBHAS BelbMa. «TOTbKO
TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK THl YOBEIllb MOHCTPA, sI CMOTY OTBECTH Te0s K MecCTy, rie Haxogutcs CepeduHar.

Hetepnenue [I:keapeka TONMBKO YCHUITUIIOCH OT 00BSICHEHUH, KOTOPHIE HE IOMOTJIA eMy HalTu
Jlaiinmak, HO IIpex[e YeM OH yCIien 4To-mu0o coenaTh, HaTapoyk CHOBa mo0aBuIIL.

«Ecmnu Bce moygeT xopoio Ha cTopoHe CepedUHbI, THl CMOXKEIb BEPHYTh CBOIO TTapy», — OBICTPO
CKasall OH, Ipexpe 4eM [IxKepeK yCIes CXBaTUTh ero OefHOe «51» BO BTOPOU pas.
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