MozxkeT OBITh, 3TO Obl/Ta OffHA U3 IPUYHKH, 10 KOTOPOU Topak 3a0past ee U3 IapCTBa JIMKAHTPOIIOB,
mpexie YeM CIpsATaTh B PUeKe, ¥ He MTO3BOIUII €1 BEIUTH 3a MPEHEIIkl 3TOr0 MeCTa, IIOTOMY 4TO IO
3TOTO 3TO OBIJIO eAMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TTie He OhIJI0 HUKAKUX CJIeIOB CBEPXhECTECTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB.

9T0 OBIIIO XOPOIIIO TPOAYMAaHO BEPXOBHHIM AJb(]OIA.

«OHa MCIeIuIack...» JIeoH YIOMSHYJI OYeBUIHOE U YBUEI, Kak 61emHoe nuio bpu MenmeHHO
BOCCTAHABIIUBAET I[BETA.

«He cmyckaii ¢ Hee ria3». 3aTeM OH BCTaJl, KOT[la OHU YCBIIIAIN TPOMKUY IPOXOT CO CTOPOHEI PEKHU.
"9T10 nmpoucxogur."

Hap 3aMep3iieii T0BEpXHOCTHIO PEKU OHU YBUMEHU NEBITUTIaByio [ Mpy, B3MBIBAIOIIyI0 B HEOO, 1
peKa Ka3ajach 0UeHb MaJeHbKOH [IJIT TAKOT'0 BEJTMYECTBEHHOI'0 CYLIECTBA.

«MsI He TobenuM 6e3 peHUKCa», — CKa3an 000pOTeHDb BOASHOTO ApaKoHa. «HaM HyKeH 3TOT
(heHUuKC».

— VpopnuBas BembMa IPUAET C NTULEN, — BOPUWINBO 0TBeTHIa Kpucran. — Eii mydire nmockopee
IPUHITH CI0Ja, II0KA 9Ta LITyKa He yOuia Hac BCEX.

W 13-3a HUX, HEIPSIST OYEeHb HU3KO C Heba; OBIIH OeBsITh 000POTHEN MIPAKOHOB. JTH [IEBSITH IPAKOHOB
IpUOIU3UNIUCE K HUM, XJIOMlass CBOMMU OTPOMHBIMY KPBITTbSIMH.

Cepe(bI/IHa IIOABHUJIACh ITIOCPEOX BCETO 3TOT'0 Xa0Ca.

«Mos mo6uMasi BembMa 3[ecCh... HAKOHEI-T0», — cKa3asl JIoudep HaCMEeIUIUBLIM TOHOM, OH
pacmaxHyl pyK#, Kak O0yaro xoten o6HATH CepeduHy.

Mexay TeM, BeIbMYy He CMYTHUJI JKECT ObsIBOJIA, TaK KakK ee r'jla3a BCTPETUINCH C rila3aMu [XKefpekKa,
U IIeJIBIX [IBe CEKYHIBl OHU CMOTPEJIH APYT Ha Apyra B THUIINHE, @ B UX T'OJI0BAX BCIIBIXHYIIO
MHOZKECTBO 9MOIINN 1 BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

Chyi YYBCTBA, KOTOPBEIE€ HUKTO HE MOT IIOHATH, KDOME HHUX OBOHUX...

9tu YYBCTBaA, KOTOPEIE IIPUHAOIEZKAIIA TOJIIBKO NM...

Ixxempex He OblT yBepeH, moyemMy CepeduHa BOPYT OKa3ajiachk 3[1€Ch, ¥ He OBLT YBepEH, Ha Ybel
CTOpOHE OHa Onlya Bce 3T0 BpeMs. OH He AyMaJl, YTO UX KOPOTKas BCTpeya mepef 3TUM OyIeT 4To-To



3HA4YUTH OJId HEe.

[ToCKOMBKY OHU OTHAIUINCE APYT OT ApYyra U ObUIM pa3fdesieHbl rogaMu, [Ixkeapek He OB YBEPEH,
YTO CMOXKET YUTATh €e MBIC/IN UK IIOHUMATh X0l €e MEBICJIeH.

OHa cTaHOBUJIACh BCe OoJiee cI0kHOM. OgHAKO B ONHOM OH OblT yBepeH; CepeduHa He TPUYUHUT EMY
Bpena. [I>KepeK 3Hal 3T0, ¥ He ObIJI0 HUKAKOT0 00bICHEHUS, TI0YEMY OH TakK ce0s 4yBCTBOBAI
CIIyCTS CTOJILKO BpeMeHU. OH IIPOCTO 3HAJ 9TO.

C mpyrou CTOPOHEI, CBETJIO-3e/1eHbIe T1a3a CepedUHBI IepeMeCTUNINCh Ha AEBYIIKY B 00BATUAX
IXenpeka. AHTeN-XpaHUTENb, KOTOPOTO 3allXINall MyK4YiHa, KOTOPOTo OHa JIo0ua.

Bumecre ¢ atum CepedrHa 4yBCTBOBasIa, Kak IIyCTOTa B €€ CepAlle CTAHOBUTCS BCe IIy0xke U TEMHee.
Kaxk et x0Tenock OBITh TOW HEBYLIKOM ¥ OCTABAThCS PSAAOM C [I2KEOPEKOM B 3TOM XaOTUYHOM MUDE...

OH Ob11 OB €€ 6€30IIACHBIM paeM, HO 3TO OBIIO ITyCTOe XKeJlaHue. ..

WU ona 3Hasa 3TO C CaMOro Hayara...

Korpga, HakoHen, CepedrHa 0TOpBasia OT HUX B3TJISAM U OTJIsIeIach, 3aMEeTUB IIPOUCXOSIIYI0 O0MHIO,
OHa IIOJHSJIAa PYKY U CUHEee IIJIaMs OKPYKUJIO ee, COBEPIIEHHO TPOUTHOPHPOBAB HaCMEIIITNBOE
3aMeyvaHue ObsBOJIa.

CHauaJta o[ ee HoraMK BO3HUKJIO JIMIIL MepIlaHue orus, 6e300uaHOoe IIaMsi, HO 10 Mepe TOro, Kak
IIJTA CEKYHMOBI, OTOHb KaK OyOTO UMeJ COOCTBEHHYIO XXKU3HEHHYIO CUITy, OH CTAHOBUIICS BCEe OOJIbIIE U
0oJbIIIe.

Tony6oe mmaMs MOKPHIIO 3eMJTI0 MeXXIYy BeIbMOM U TMKAHTPOIIAMHM, a TaKxKe mbsiBomaMu. OH
PacCIPOCTPAHSIICS 04eHb OBICTPO U CXKHUTAJI BCE, YTO K HEMY IIPUKACAIOCh;

CYH.IGCTBB M3 aa, MEPTBEI€ JIMKAHTPOIIbI, BOCKPEIIEHHBIE IbABOJIaMHU, d TAKXKe€ JINKAHCKNE BOWHEI
BMeCTe C JPAaKOHbUMHU 3BEPAMU.

«HET!!!» — 3aperyan [Ixxegpek Ha Cepeduny.

Kakos 6b11 ee mman?! OHa XoTesa yOuTh ux Bcex?!

Topak u Kelic HaCTOPO:XEHHO OCMOTPEJIHUCH BOKPYT, U, IIOCKOJIbKY OHU OBLIM OKPYZKEHBI TOJTyObIM
IJlaMeHeM, WX XKap-TITHITH B3JIeTEeNIH 0YeHb BEICOKO B HE0O.

Jlaiinak, koTopyto [IxKeapek oueHb KPemKo oOHsa 1 3axkana Mexnay Keiicu u TopakoM, cobupanack



CO30aTh BOKPYT HUX 6apbep, YTOOHRI IIJIaMsI He COXKIJIO U HX.

TeM He MeHee, OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO OTOHb He MOT UX KOCHYThCS. Ha camMoM [iesie OH ocTaBasCcs B TpeX
Imarax OT HuX. TaHIEl BOKPYT HUX 110 KPYTY.

OpHako 10, 4TO CAenasa Cepe(l)I/IHa, IIOKXUPOBAJIO HE TOJIBKO JIMKAHTPOIIOB U dHT€JIa-XPAHUTEJIsA, HO 1
CaMuX ObsIBOJIOB.

[ITecTh U3 HUX B3peBEJIN OT THEBA, a Benb(berop JINIOb IPUITYPHUIICA, YBUOEB 3TO.

"TIPEKPATH 3TO! YEPTOBA BEJIbMA! [TPEKPATHU 3TO!" I'eB ompaBhas CBoe UM, IOCKOJIBKY OH
OB TIEPBBIM, KTO CHeia SPOCTHBIE IIaTry BIepe[l, YTOOLl OTTAIUTh BEIbMY B CTOPOHY, UTOOBI OH MOT
OCTAHOBUTD BCE, UTO OHA JeJjIajla ceryac.

Tem He MeHee, OTOHb OBIJT OUEeHb KapPKKUM, 00KHUTast ero CYIIeCTBO U 3aCTaBJISIsI €r0 OCTABAThCS Ha
CBOEM MecCTe, B TO BpeMsi Kak Jlomudep OblI BHE Ce0sT OT IPOCTH.

Ceped)I/IHa YGI/IBaHa He TOJIBKO IIPUCIIEITHNKOB NEMOHOB, HO 1 APDYTUX BOMHOB-JINKAHOB 1 3BepeI71-
OPAKOHOB, XO0TSA HUKTO HE OBLI YBEPEH, YTO OHU BCe €Ill€ 2XKUBHI ITOCJIE TOT'0, KdK UX 66C1'[0MOU.IHO
3ape3ajii B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'la ObsABOJIbBI OCTAHOBHJIK CBOE€ BPEMA.

"TIPEKPATH 3TO IIPIMO CEMYAC, CYKA!" AcMopeit OIBITAIAC HCIIONB30BaTh CHTy Jlaitak u
OTYIINTH IJIaMs BOKPYT HUX, HO 3TO He cpaboTaro.

Tem BpeMeHeM Bernb3eBy MbITACS OCTAaHOBUTH BpeMs CepedUHEL B ee MOIBITKE OCTAHOBUTD
CyMacIIefyio BeobMy, HO, KOHEYHO XKe, Ha Hee 3TO He I0JIeiCTBOBAJIO.

YpeBOYrogHUK faXKe MOT BUMETh JIETKYIO YXMBIIKY, KOTOPas MIPOKpasach CKBO3b IOJIbIXaloIee
rony0oe maMs Ha ryOsl CepeduHtl, Kak Obl HacMexasiCh HaJl €e YCUIUSIMU.

3ateM HIOI.II/I(bep IIOIIBITAJICA CO3AaTh KpPaTepP IIo4 ee HOTraMHu, HO Cepe(bI/IHa JIETKO aHHYJIMPOBAJld
€ro, Koraa 3BYyK €€ rojioCa BCKOpe 3XOM OTPA3HUJICA B I'OJIOBE ObsABOJIA.

[4 mama Tebe 3Ty CULy, TH AyMaelllb, Thl CMOXKEIIL UCII0IH30BaTh €€ MPOTUB MeHs?]

HeunsBecTHO, KakK fajieko PacCIIpoCTPaHUIIOCh FOJ'IY60€ IIJIaMsi, UJIK CKOJIBKO CYIIEeCTB moru6;10, UK
KakK AO0JIr'0 3TO IIPOAJIUTCS, HO IlOHOBaHEI U [bSBOJIBL HE MOTJIM CHelaTh MHOTO B IJla3ax 3TOr0 afja.

WM ocTaBasoCch TOJBKO XKIaTh, IOKA BeAbMa UCUYEPIaET cebs, Mpexye YeM IIPeKPaTUTh 3TO
CyMacllecTBre, KOTOPOe, Ka3aloCh, He IPOAJIUTCS NOJIT0, TaK KaK OHU BUIEJH, YTO IIaMsl Havyaso
MeZJIEHHO, HO BEPHO YMEHBIIIAThCS.



"Yro ona genaet?" Ketic mocMoTpen Ha Cepeduny. OH HE MOT ITOHSATD, TI0YEMY OHa 3TO caefnana. OH
He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO BeJbMa IIOMOIJIa UM, TaK KaK OHa yOusIa ¥ OCTAJIbHEIX TMKAHTPOIIOB, HO B KaKOM-

TO CMBICJIE OHA KX CIlaclia, He Tak Jiu?
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