"Beuepunka?" PeliH MOYyBCTBOBaJa, YTO €€ pa3yM paboTaeT O4eHb MEeJIEHHO, KOTa OHa YCIIbIIIana
oty uHdopmarimio. OHa He MOTJIa B 3TO IIOBEPUThL. Kak OHa MOTJIa B 3TO ITOBEPUTH?

Heponro mymas, PeiiH cIprITHYJIa C KpOBaTH U OPOCUIIach K 3epKaly B CBOEM cliajbHe. ITO OO0
3epKaJio BEICOTOM C Hee.

OHa cTosiJIa ¥ CMOTpeJIa Ha CBOe OTPakeHHe C IPEePHIBUCTHIM [BRIXaHHEM, 1 ee cephrie OemeHo
KOJIOTUJIOCH 0 pebpa, Kak OyATO OHO JOJIXKHO OBIJI0O pa30pBaThCS B CIEAYIOUIYIO CEKYHTY.

Kak 3T0 MOTJIO CITy4UThCS?!

Peiin mocMmoTpena Ha cebs B 3epkaino. Ee ¢urypa, korga e ObJI0 BOCEMB JIET.

Ecnu 3aBTpa ORI €e eHb POKIEHHUs, TO CEeTONHS OBIN IeHb IIOC/Ie TOTO HalaleHus, TIePBhIH IeHb,
KOTOPHIN IIepeBEPHYII ee XKU3Hb C HOT Ha TOJIOBY IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK €e POTUTEeNN OBl YOUTHI.

Ho nzert!

OHu OBLTH KUBHI!

— Joporas, 4To CIy4niock? MaTh MOMONITa K Hel ¥ HaKJIOHUIAaCh, YTOOH TOCMOTPETh Ha GemnHoe
nuno gouepu. — Tel 61enHas? Tol 607HA? — CIPOCHIIa OHA C OECTIOKOHCTBOM.

BecriokoicTBO B e TOJI0CE U JIUI0, 0 KOTOpOM PeiiH mymara, 4To oHa 3a0niia, OBIIN IPSMO Iepen
Hell. PeliH faxe 4yBCTBOBAJa OT Hee JIETKUY 3allax Kopullsl. CrafKuil 3amnax, IpuHaaieXaBIlIuy ee
MaTepH, Mejiodb, 0 KOTOPOX OHA OyMasa, YTo 3abblia.

«Mama...» PeliH 1o3Bajia CBOIO MaTh OYE€Hb TUXUM rojIocoM. Ee rpynb pa3peiBajiaCh OT MHOXKECTBa
HeO0ObSICHUMBIX 3MOIIMH, KOTOPhIE TPOHU3KIBANIA €€ Cepflie U pa3yM.

— Yro ciyuunocs, goporas? Uto-To He Tak? ee MaTh 0OHsJIA €e MaJIeHbKOE TeJlo, Korfa PeifH Havasa
BCXJIMIIBIBATD, IIPEXK[IE YEM CUIIbHO CKaTh ee pyOamky. OHa He XOTeJla OTIIyCKaTh.

KoneuHo, OHa He X0Tejla OTIyCKaTh 3TOT MOMEHT, He X0TeJla BO3BpallaThCs K 0eCKOHEeYHOM 6ophbe 1
BOKMHE.

PeliH xoTesa ocTaThCs 37IECh CO CBOEH CEMBE...

"TToueMy THI IJTaYelllb, JOporas?" MaTh IIOTaAnia ee 0 CIIMHe ¥ HEeXKHO I0lleioBaia B IIEKY.

Ee Teno GblsI0 TEMBIM, U PeliH 4yBCcTBOBaja ce6s1 yMUPOTBOPEHHO, HO 3TO HE MOTJIO ITOMEIaTh e



IIJIaKaTh, IIOTOMY 4YTO TOJIEKO celyac OHa MOHSJA, KaK CHJIbHO CKYy4aeT 110 MaTepH...

Anbda Anex u3 crau Topaka, pa3maBuil CTEKJIO B PyKe, U OCTPHIE OCKOJIKH BOH3UIIUCH B €T0 KOXKY,
Karas KPOBb Ha I10JI, HO OH He YYBCTBOBAJI 00JIM, TIOTOMY UTO €eIlle IO TOTO, KaK IOCIeOHSIS KAl ero
KPOBH yCIIeJla TOKUHYTh €T0, paHa 3aKphUIaCh. .

KpacHtble ria3a AnbGbl CMOTPENH Ha JIarepsi 3a BRICOKOM CTEHOM 9TOTO 3aMKa, TOe OHU OBIIH
3aIlepTHl BHYTPH, HEe UMesT BO3MOKHOCTH O0POThCS C TEMHOM Maruen.

Apn! OHE He CMOTYT yfepKaTb CBOU (OPT, €CJIX 3TH KPOBOCOCH! PelIaT HamacTh!

Y HuX He OBIIO JOCTATOYHOT'O YKCJIa 30eCh, U €CJIN Marud, KOTOPas Melldjia UM TEJIEIIOPTUPOBATLCA
B Ipyroe MecCToO, BCe ele Obllla Ha MecTe, 3TO 03Hayaj0, YTO HUKTO He MOT OTIIPABUTH IIOMOIIIb.

«Ho 4ero xe XOyT 3TV BaMIUPH U 3aknuHaTenu?!» Anbda Anek nompocun cBoio 06ety, Jlapka,
KOTOPBIN CTOSI PSIOOM C HUM, YBUAETh CBOUX BParos.

[TepuMeTp, KOTOPHIHM OHU ITOCTPOUIIH, HE YOEPKUT UX BEUHO. ITO OBIJI JIUIIH BOIIPOC BPEMEHH,
Ipexkye 4eM CITyUUTCS XyHIee...

«f He 3HaW...» HapK nokayvasn ronosoui. OH He TOHUMAJI, II04YeMy OHHK HE aTaKOBaJIHl, KOTr'oad mobena
Onlna Y HUX Ha I'Jla3ax. «KaxkeTcs, OHH KOaTu KOMaHIBI».

"Komanpa ot Koro?!" Anbda Anek, 6e3 coMHeHus, OyeT IpaThCs C HUMHU 10 CMePTH, HO eT0 3a00ToM
OBLIY KEHIIWHBI U OeTH, IPUIOTUBIINECS B 3TOM MECTe.

Maro Toro, OH He MOT ITepecTaTh IyMaTh O CBOEH mape u modyepu. K cuacThio, OHYM He IIPUIILTH CIoTa C
HUM U OCTAJIMCh Ha CBOEH TePPUTOPHH.

[To kpaliHel Mepe, OHU MOTJIX CIIPATATLCS B OYHKEPE CBOETO IoMa.

ApuvaHa u Apabenna... OHU JOMXKHBI OBITH B TIOPSIOKE. ..

— IOmutpuii, — 3mo6Ho mpomunen Anbda Anek. To goikeH ObTh OH. He ObLIO Ipyroro BaMmupa,
CII0cO0HOT0 MOOMIN30BaTh TAKOE KOJTMYECTBO BOMCK.

Tpu Oenbx THKaHa CTOSINIM MTOCPENy TYII, Pa30pOCaHHBIX IO 3eMJIe IO UX HOTaMH, a ¢ uX 6e1oro



MeXd CTeKalla KPOBE.

OpHako B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'la OHU ITOYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO UYTO-TO JBUXKETCS 10 3eMJIe, OHU HEMEMJIEHHO
BBICOKO ITOATIPHITHYIN ¥ IPU3EMIIUIACH B HECKOJILKMX MeTpaX OT TOT'0 MECTa, THe 9TU MEPTBLIE Tefla
CHOBa HAYaJl¥ 0XKUBATh.

Ora OUTBa HE 3aKOHYUTCH.

Chyi MEPTBLBI€ CYIIECTBA HE MOTJIA OBITH YHHUYTOXKEHE, U XyXKe BCETO OBIJIO; B TOT MOMEHT, Korga ux
JIIOOU YMPYT, 3TO O3HAY4AJIO, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO I[O6aBI/IT OorbIiire JIonen B dpMuU CMEPTHU ObABOJIOB.

[Ixempek, Tak He mouaeT.] Keiic MpayHO MEICTIEHHO CBsI3as [IKempeKa psmoM ¢ co00, B TO BpeMs
KaK Topak MpopoiKal cpaXkaThCs, IIPeke YeM COKPYIIUTD ITIepBOe MEPTBOE CYIIECTRBO,
npuOnU3uBIIeecsd K HUIM BMeCTe C ABYMS OPYTUMU BOMHAMU-TUKaHAMU. [ MBI JOMKHEL OTCTYTIUT. |

Ecnu Gbl OHU TTOTEPSIIK OOJIbIIIE JIIOAEN, OHU ObI TOJIBKO IIPENOCTaBUIM OOJIbIIE JII0fIel CBOEMY Bpary.
W Ka3anock, BECh TOPO IIPEBPATHUIICS B 3TUX MIPE3PEHHBIX CYIIECTB, JTIOEH WU HET.

Ixempek 00BICKAJI OKPECTHOCTH, OHU OBIJIM CJIUIITKOM [ajIeKO OT CBOMX jlarepel U 3alllI¥ CIIUIIKOM
riy00KO, B caMoe cepille MMoJist OUTBH, Toe OBLIN KpaTephl, HO, TI0X03Ke, 3TO OBIJIO BCE, YTO OHU MOTJIH
OOCTHYb.

JasnbIie 3TOro MPOHUKHYThH OBIIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Bojiee Toro, maxe eciu Obl OHYM HAIIIA KPATepPHl, YTO
OHM MOTJIH OBl cesaTh? Y HUX He OBIJI0 BOSMOXKHOCTH 3aKPHITh UX U OTIPABUTD IPUCIIEITHUKOB 3THX
ObSTBOJIOB 0OPATHO B af,.

3aKphIB r1a3a, 6ebi TUKaH MOOHSIT TOJI0BY, YTOOE IOCMOTPETL B TEMHOE He60, U 3BT, TPU3LIBAS
OCTalbHEIX 3Bepel. [OTcTymuTh!] — cKa3as OH 4epes CBsI3b pa3yMa.

— ... CTaJI0O TeMHee... — TUXO0 CKd3adJla XOYI'I.

B KomHaTe BOIlapHnIIaCh TUIINHA, TaK KaK HUKTO HE T'OBOPHII IIOCJIE€ TOT'0, 9YTO CKa3alla XOYH.

Xots Kanne6, UTan u BenvHga HUYEro He MOTJIM ITOHSTh U3 TOT'0, YTO TOBOPHIIa XOYII, HO OHU He
OCMEJTUIACh HapPYIIUTh 3Ty TOPKECTBEHHYI0 aTMochepy.

Bce oun TIIPOCTOMANIX TaK elle HECKOJIIbKO MUHYT, IIEPEKIII04adsad CBO€ BHUMAdHNE Tyllad U 06paTHO MeXOy
OBYMS dHT'€JIaMU-XPAaHUTEJISIMH, KOTOPEIE, Ka3dJIOCh, BEJIM PAa3r0BOD, KOTOpBII';I OHHU HE MOTJIN
CJIBIIIATh, XOTA BCE, YTO OHH AeJIajik, 3TO IIPOCTO CUOEJIX TaM.



Momnuauue 3aTAHYJIOCH, IIOKa Jlannak He peniniia 3arOBOPUTE. Ona BcTana u IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha
Kanneba. «<Hagexma, s OyMalO, BEI MOZKETE YTO-TO C HUMHU CHOEJIaTh».

"Kakasa?" Xoyn oTBena ria3a OT PeliH U B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe TOCMOTpena Ha Jlaunak. "4YTo genaTs?"

«BepHuUTE UX BHYTPEHHETO 3BePsi». Jlaiinak mocMoTpesia Xoym IpsiMo B rjiasa.
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