— Tu1 youn Peitnomnbaca? Jlopn Beiinb NpUINYpHI Ta3a, TSI Ha OKPOBaBIEHHOE CEPAIEe, KOTOPoe
TOJIBKO YTO OCTAHOBHIIOCH ITOCTIE TOTO, KaK IOKATHUIIOCH MO 3eMyie. EMy maxe B TOJTOBY He MPHILIJIO,
yTo TOpaK MPOUTHOPUPYET BCe U YObET MOBETUTEIS JPAKOHOB eIlle IO CeTONHSIIHEr0 JHS, YTO OBII0
ObI 0YEHBb KECTOKUM ITOCTYIIKOM C €r0 CTOPOHHI.

9TO0 03HAYaso, YTO B IOPHIBE THEBA OH MOT YOUTH U €T0.

BuesanHo mopy bein mo4yBCTBOBalI, Kak ero KPOBb CTHIHET B KUIaX. «Brl younu PeitHOMbACA, a 3TO
3HAQUUT, YTO BHI IOTEPSITIA KOHTPOJIb Hal 3eMHBIMU IPaKOHaMHU-000POTHIMHU. MBI HYKHBI BaM
ceiiyac!»

Topak yXMbUTbHYJICS. «MHe He HY>KHHI CYIIIeCTBa B MOEM OTPsifie, KOTOPBIE 3apPexKyT MeHS Ipu
IIePBOM Ke BO3MOXKHOCTU». OH KMBHYJI CBOUM JIIO[SIM, U B CJIEQYIOLIYI0 CEKYHAY APaKOHUM 060pOTeHb
OBLIT OKPY2KEeH BOMHAMMU-TTMKAHAMH.

CoTHs ero miofieli-IpakKoOHOB He CMOrjia OBl IPOCTOSTh U IeCSITH MUHYT, eciu Obl Topak oTHan mpuka3
atakoBaTh. OgHaKo y nopaa beiins Obla elle ofHa KapTa B pyKase.

C yneIOKOM, KOTOpas He OTpaXkaja ero CIIOKOMCTBUS, OH IIOCMOTpeNl Ha Topaka u PeiiH. «{ npumien
ciofia, 4ToObl 3a0paTh Harpamy, KoTopyto obeman HaMm HMrtaH. [Tocie Toro, Kak Mbl IONTy4uM peGeHKa,
MBI YUeM C MAPOM U JaXke IIOMOXKeM BaM B IIPefICTOSALIe BOMHE C ObSBOJIAMU».

«PeGeHOK He TOKMHET 3TO MECTO, ¥ Tl TOXKe», — CKa3asa PeitH. OHA CBUPEITO MOCMOTpEIa Ha JIoOpAa
Beiins, ycnelmag, 4To OHU cobuparoTcst 3abpaTh ckiHa Padasns. Kak oHU cMeoT pa3MeIarts Takoe
TpeboBaHnue!

— BrI He MoXkeTe MeHs yOUTh, — YBepeHHO cKa3aJ joph belinb. «Eciu B BCe ellle He 3HaeTe, 5
CKaxy BaMm, 4To Wtan u 4...»

«Cornacunmuch Ha IIePEeKPECTHYIO CepledHyIo KISTBY», — o6opBas ero ciosa Topak. "[a, s 3Haw."

I pakoHui 060POTEHD BHITTISAAEN elle 60ee OECIIOKONHBIM, Koraa yBumen, uTo CtedaH maraymn
BIIepe[l BMECTe CO CBOMMH JIIOObMHU. Terneps ObIIO SICHO, KakK 00Ut IeHb, 10 TOMY, KaK 000pOTHHU
3eMHBIX IPAKOHOB CTOSIJIM 3a JIMKaHaMHM, YTO Topak 3aBOEBAJl UX JIOSILHOCTL, caenaB CtedaHa ero
HOBBIM JIOPJIOM BMEeCTO PenHObACA.

Kakoi cmenslii mar co ctopossl Topaka! Jlopn Betins 3agyMmancs Haf 3TuM. OH faxe He qyMall, 4To
3[eCh OH CTOJIKHETCS C TaKOU CJI0KHOU CUTyalueu

BmecTo Toro, uToOH 3a0paTh pebeHKa, yrpoxas Topaky,

Ho moyeMy oH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0Osi MPOUTPABIIIEl CTOPOHOM B 9TUX TOPraX, KOrma OH OBITT TeM, KTO UMeJ
IIPEUMYILLIECTBO B 3TOU KIIATBE?



9T0 OBIIO TPOCTO CMEIITHO.

«Ecmu BB 3Ha/IM, 4TO MHI Jay 3Ty KJISITBY, BB TaKXKe [OJIXKHEI 3HaTh, 4TO MTaH qONIXKeH coepXkaTh
3TOo o0elllaHUe, U BBl HUYET0 He MOXKeTe MHe CHeflaTh», — CKa3al Jiopy Beiis, uTHopupys THeBHEIE
B3raasl Topaka u PeuH.

— YV MeHs He TaK MHOT'O BpeMeHH, YTOOLI TaK HETOPOIIMBO Pa3roBapuBaTh C TOOOH MM pa30upaThCs
C TBOMM HarJjbIM IOBeJIeHUEM, €CJIH YK Ha TO IOIII0, — cKa3asl Topak. «f xouy, 4TOOH Thl OTMEHUII
KJISITBY».

Jloppa Beiin TpOMKO paccMesiyics, KOTfja YCIBIIIa, YTo npemioxun eMy Topak. Anbda gomxkeH 6511
3HATh JIy4Ille, YeM BEIXOOUTD 3a IIPeIesIbl CBOUX BO3MOKHOCTEH.

MozKHO OBIJIO ITOMPOCUTH €T0 OTMEHUTHL 00€T, HO OTMEHUTH ero? YTo UMeHHO OBIIIO B TOJIOBE Y
Topaka, 4TO TOBOPHUJIO O TOM, YTO OH TOTOB 3TO cHAenaTh? OTKa3aThCS OT CBOEM OpParoleHHON XKU3HU
pagu nuKaHa?

YT0OB OTMEHUTH KJISATBY, 3TO O3HA4aJl0, YTO €CJIK YTO-TO CIIYYHUTCA C HWTaHOM UK €Cliu 3TOT
MOHOHOﬂ JINKaH YMPET, OH TOXKE IMOTePAET CBOIO XKM3Hb. HezaBucumo ot IIPUYUHEI €0 CMEPTH.

HeTt. KoHeuHo, oH OBl HUKOTA 3TOr'0 He choesial.

— Anbda, TH yBepeH, 4T0 3T0 TBOe TpeboBauue? — cupocun Jlopg Beiins Topaka, Korma TOT
nepecTas CMeAaThCs. "Bl He IymMaeTe, 4TO S He MOT'y IOBUHOBAThCA?"

«Be1 OymeTe moguuHATECS». B cimoBax Topaka He OblJI0 HUKaKUX KojleOaHM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 9TH 060POTHH-TIPAKOHH OBIIM ITOX0XKK Ha TEX, KTO MOOGPOBOJILHO IIIEJT B CBOIO MOTHUITY,
IIOCETHB 9TO MECTO, ¥ HaBJIeK Ha cebs rHeB Topaka.

OHH ykKe MOTepsId CIWIIKOM MHOTO iofel, a Padasnb ObIT BaKHEIM 4eI0BeKOM s Anbdel. C yero
6b1 Beitnb mymaTh, 4TO TOpak OymeT JOCTATOYHO TH00e3€eH, YTOOH! OMYCTUTh TOJIOBY U BEITIOJTHUTH €T0
TpeboBaHue?

— Yro, ecnu g ckaxy «HeT»? Jlopg Beiinb BeI3bIBawOIle IOCMOTPEN Ha Topaka, HO B TO XKe BpeMs B
€ero rjla3ax OBIIO IBHOE JII0OOMBITCTBO.

«Torga BOT 4TO Mpou30uaeT ¢ ToOo», — CKa3asa PelH.

Jlopn Beitn 4yTh U3 KOXKY HE BRIIPHITHYN, KOTHOa YBUAE PeliH, CTOSINYIO0 PSIIoM ¢ HUM. [ poMKui
B3[I0X 1103371 HEr0 yKa3hbiBajl Ha TO, YTO 3TU 00OPOTHU-IPAKOHE! OBLIM CIIUIIKOM 3aCTUTHYTHI
BPACILJIOX, KOTTla aHTeJI-XPaHUTEIb UCUe3 U CHOBa ITOSIBUIICS IIepef UX Iila3aMy 3a [OJII0 CEKYHIHL.



«BoT 9TO € TOGOM CITyYUTCS...» — HU3KHUM T'OJIOCOM CKa3asa PeliH, MPUKOCHYBUIUCH K TOBETUTEIIIO
IPaKOHOB.

Topak yBupmen PeliH, uayIyio K MOBEIUTEIO IPAaKOHOB, TIPEX/e YeM OHa OCTaHOBHIa BpeMsi. OH
II03BOJISIJI €M [IeJIaTh BCe, YTO OHA XOTeJla, TaK KaK 3HaJl, YTO OHA BCe ellfe 3allUIlNeHa U HaXOMUTCS B
mpenesnax ero JoCsAraeMOCTH, eCJIM YTO-TO MOUIET He TakK.

Ho, xpome ToTO0, OH 3Has, 4TO PeitH 6omee yeM cIiocoOHa 3aIUTUTh Ce0sT OT 3TOT0 APAKOHLETO
Hapora.

He tompko Topak, PeliH Tak:Ke 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KakK 00JIb IEPEIIOJIHIET BCE €€ CYIIeCTBO IOCIe IIOTEPH
Padasns. Berta Obl1 KeM-TO, KOTo OHa Jro6uiia 60biile BCET0, TO3TOMY OHUM HU 3a UTO He OTHaIH Obl
MaJIEHbKOT0 JOJapaa 3TUM I'DSI3HEIM CYIIECTBAM.

CHauana nopp beiin He nOHAJ, ToYyeMy PeliH CXBaTHUII ero 3a PYKy, Belb OH He YyBCTBOBaJI 3aMETHOU
0oy UK 4ero-To B 3TOM POJE.

«JlyHa PeiiH, s He mymalo, 94TO Tebe yMeCTHO TaK HeOpeKHO IIPUKacaThCd KO MHE B IIPUCYTCTBUH
TBOEM Maphrl», — CKa3aJ jopy bein, CBepKHYB el yIBIOKOH.

«Tebe HE HYKHO 6€CIIOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM, HO TeOe nydllle HayaTh OECIIOKOUTHCS 0 cefe». PeltH
OTBETHUJIA Ha ero YILIOKY, U, CJIOBHO 110 CUTHAJY, JIIOAX [103afu Jiopaa beiia Bo BTOPOY pa3 axHyIu
OT IIIOKa.

[ToBenuTeNnb OPaKOHOB ORI B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE, OH He YyBCTBOBAJI HUUETO IIJIOXOT0 Wiu 60u. Pelin
He NpuunHuIa 66 eMy Bpefia, 3Hasi, YTO OHA TOXKe MPUYMHUT 00Jib MTaHy, BepHO?

C PaCTepsAHHBIM JIMIIOM OH O6epHYJ'ICH " IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOUX nmopenr. B ux rimasax OTPaXKaJlIuCh CTPaAx
1 OIlaCeHue.

YT0 mpoucxomuno?

«Tebe He HyKHO OECTIOKOUTHCS O CMEPTH, II0Ka g KUBA, Thl TOXKe Oymels XKuTh». PeiiH 3Hasa, 4To
JIIOU-OPAKOHE He 6eCCMEPTHEI, UX XKU3Hb AJIUHHEE, YeM Y J1I000T0 APYToro CYIIecTBa, HO paHo WK
II03[IHO OHU COCTapSITCS U yMPYT. "ITUM crocobom."

BcTpeBoxkeHHBIN JT0pa Belsb omyCTHIT TOJI0BY, YTOOH MPOBEPUTH Ce0s1, TOJIBKO TOT[A OH IOHS, YTO
Pelin cpenasna ¢ HUM 4TO-TO y2KacCHOe.

OH yBupen coOCTBeHHBIE TaJIbIbl, KOTOPHIE Tenephb OBIIN II0X0XKY Ha TOHKME IaJIoYKH, efBa
OOTSHYThIE MOPUIUHUACTON KOXKEMN. ..
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